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PREFACE. 

I 

A CORRECT Edition of the Conftitu- 
tions of the Confederated States of 
North- America being propofed, it was judged 
an objedt of utility to incorporate other au- 
thentic papers relatively connected with the 
fubject. However well-informed the prefent 
age may be, pofterity will be curious to exa- 
rmiifij, not only«the icod^of Qantinental Laws, 
but alfo to trace thofe progreffive fteps by 
which dependent Colonies afcended to the 
rank of Sovereign States. To affift impartial 
invcftigatibn in this particular, a felection of 
the moft confcquential records is fubmitted to 
the Public, difpofed in fuch a feries as to bear 
the mutual relation to each other of caufe and 
effect. 

The Papers now exhibited acquire additional 
importance from the recognition of the Inde- 
pendence of America on the part of Great- 
Britain. All ofFenlivenefs in the matter is 
obliterated, What was formerly treafon, is 

A 3 now 
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fiowjuffiSablc aflertion j and even the famous 
Declaration of Independence, fo pointed againft 
an exalted Perfonage, is no more than republi- 
can complaint furnifliing the ground- work of 
fovereighty. Offended with Royalty, Congrefs 
renounce allegiance ; and, confeffing by im- 
plication that the offence was well-founded 

' •• ' ' . • ' . • ' . * . * 

Majefly fanftions every iota ip the Declaratiom 

of Independence ; generoiifly acquiefces in the 
cenfures it contains, and deigns to cbnfider the 
authors as the fovercigns of an exteilfive ^oit 
pire ! The. annals of Chriilian forgiveixef? 

. Am^ricdtn CpnAitiitlonl 
^y it is obf^rvable that they dif&r in many parti- 
culars, forae participating more, others lefsj 
of the natijre. of a purp demipcracy ;- but they 
are all valuable, becaufe all favourable to Li- 
berty. The Legiflators. feeip to have been fc-? 
duloufly attentive to avoid the defcfts, and tq 
adopt the excellencies of the Englifh Confli-* 
^utiopj ,and,. in proportion as. this has been 
accomplifhed, America may promife herfelf 
duration of enipire. Thinking, with honeft: 
Henry Marten*, •' one man riQt wife enough te 

*' govern 
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* - - • 

** govern them all^^' the Americans framed 
Conflitutions for the government of them- 
felves I atidy as their councils have hitherto 
been aduated by the fpirit of wiidom, not a 
doubt can e^ifl: of thdr attaining the fummit 
of political happinefs. 

It would be pbtrufive on the good ienfe of 
the reader, to anticipate the tefledions that will 
naturally occur, on a perufal of the following 
pieces; In them may be traced the origin ^i 
a deftrudlively inglorious war^ which began iij 
tyrannyi and ended in the unhappy difmetnber-^ 
ment of the empire. By a retrofpeftive view 
of paft calamities^ future evils may be avoided ; 
and^ the- Petition brought over by Mr. Penn, 
tfic Declaration of Independence, but^ above all, 
the humiliating Treaties fubjoined to this 
\\*ork, may ferve as admonitory cautions to 
Monarchs and Miniftefs how they rejeft the 
t^etitionsj provoke the refentments^ or infringe 
the liberties of a brave and free people. 

*rhe arai of refiftance fhould ever prevail, 
when diredted againft the heart of tyranny. 

• * ** /^i? n9i think one man wife enough to govern us allJ'^ 

Henry Martsn to Edward Hyde. 

A A. AMERICAN 
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AMERICAN 

STATE PAPER S^ 

WITHOUT infringing the province of 
Hiftory, by entering into the origin 
of the unhappy rupture with America, the 
meafures adopted by the Colonics after the dif- 
pute commenced^ may be thus concifely ftated. 
On the 5 th of September, 1774^ a Continent 
tal Congrefs, confifting of Deputies from the 
refpedtive Colonies, affcmbled at Philadelphia ; 
and on the lOth of Ofkober, they agreed on 
the following 
DECLARATION of RIGHTS. 

THE good people of the feveral Colonies 
of New Hampfiiire, Maffachufetts-Bay, Rhode- 
Ifland, and Frovidence Plantations, Connecticut, 
New York, New Jerfey, Pennfylvania, Newcaftle, 
Kent, and Suflex on Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, 
North Carolina, and South Carolina, alarmed at the 
arbitrary proceedings of the Britilh Parliament and 
Adminiftration, having feverally elected deputies to 
meet and fit in General Congrefs in the city of Phila- 
delphia, and thofe deputies fo chofen being affem- 
bled on the 5th day of September, after fettling 
feveral neceflary preliminaries, proceeded to take 
into their moft ferious confideratioi? the beft means 
of attaining the redrefs of grievances. In the firft 
place, they, as Englifhmen, their anceftors, in like 
cafes, had ufually done, for'afferting and vindicat- 
ing their rights and liberties, declare. 

That the inhabitants of the Englifh Colonies in 
North America, by the immutable laws of nature, 
the principles of the Englilh Ccnflltution, and the 
feveral Charters or Compacts, have the following 
KiGHTs:— Rcfolved, 
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Refolved, nem. €on. i. That they are entitled to 
life, liberty, and property ; and have never ceded, 
to any fovereign power whatever, a right to difpofe 
oiF either without their confeot. 

Refolved, n. c. 2. That our anc^ftors were, at 
the time of their emigration from the Mother-Coun- 
try, entitled to all the rights, liberties, and immuni*- 
ties, of free and natural-born fubjeds within the 
realm of England, 

Refolved, n. c. 3. That, by fuch emigration, they 
llfeither forfeited, furrendered, nor loft, any of thofc 
rights. 

Refolved, 4, That the foundation of Ehgliih 
liberty, and of all free government, is a right in die 
people to participate in their Legiflative Council ; 
and as the Englifh Colonifts are not reprefentedp 
and, from their local and other circumftances, can- 
not properly be reprefcnted in the Britilh Parlia- 
ment, they are entitled to a free aiKl exclufive power 
of legiflation, in their feveral Provincial Legifla- 
tures, where their right of reprefentation can alone 
be preferved, in all cafes of taxation and internal 
polity, fubjcdt only to the negative of their Sove- 
reign, in fuch manner as has been heretofore ufed 
andaccuftomed : but, from the neceffity of the cafe, 
and a regard to the mutual interefts of both coun- 
tries, we chearfully confent to the operation of fuch 
Ad:s of the Britiih Parliament as are, bonafiiey re- 
trained to the regulation of our external commerce, 
for the purpofe of fecuring the commercial advan- 
tages of the whole Empire to the Mother-Country^ 
and the commercial benefits of its refpeftive mem- 
bers, excluding every idea of taxation, internal or 
external, for raifing a revenue on the fubjeds in 
America without their confent. 

Refolved, n, c. 5. That the refpedlive Colonies 
are entitled to the Common Law of England, and, 
more efpecially, to the great and ineftimable privi- 
lege of being tried by their peers of the vicinage, 
according to the courfe of that law. 

Refolved, 
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^ Refolvcd, 6. That tbey are entitled to the bene- 
&t of fuch of the Englilh Statutes as exifted at the 
time of their cioloiaizatibn, and which they have; by 
experience, refpedively found to be applicable to 
their feVeral local and other circumftances. 

Refolved, n. c. 7. That thefe, his Majefty^s 
Colonies, are likewife entitled to all the immunities 
and privileges, granted and confirmed to them by 
Royal Charters, or fecured by their feveral codes of 
Provincial Laws. 

Refolved, ». c. 8 That they have a right peace- 
ably to affemble, confider of their grievances, and 
petition the King ; and that all profecutions, pro- 
hibitory.4iroclamations, and commitments for the 
fame, are illegal. 

Refolved, n. c. 9* That the keeping a ftanding 
itrmy in thefe Colonies, in times of peace, without 
the confent of the legiflature of that colony in which 
fuch army is kept, is againft law. 

Refolved, n. c. 10. It is indifpenfibly neceffary 
to good government, and rendered eflential by the 
Englilh Conftitution, that the conftituent branched 
of the legiflature be independent of each other ; 
that, therefore, the exercife of legiflative power, in 
feveral Colonies, by a Council appointed during 
pleafure by the Crown, is unconftitutional, dange- 
rous, and deftrudtive to the freedom of American 
legiilation. 

All and each of which, the aforefaid Deputies, id 
behalf of themfelves and their conftituents,do claim^ 
demand, and infill on, as their indubitable rights 
and liberties, which cannot be legally taken from 
them, altered or abridged by any power whatevery 
without their own confent, by their Reprefentatives 
in their feveral provincial legiflatures. 

Refolved, ». c. That the following Afts of Par-^ 
liament are infringements and violations of the rights 
of the Colonifts ; and that the repeal of them U 
cffentially neceflfary, in order to reftore harmony be-^ 

tweeii 



AM-ERIC AN.STATE PAPERS. i& 

tweeh Great Britain and the American colonieSf 
viz. 

The fevefftl Afts of 4 Geo. II F. ch. 15. and ch, 34. 
w-^ Geo. HI. ch. 25.-6 Geo. HI. ch.v5^..^7 Gieoi 
III. ch. 41. and ch. 46.-8 Geo. III. ch. 22... which 
jmpofe duties for the purpofe of railing a revenue 
in America, extend the powers of xhe Admiralty 
Courts beyond their ancient limits, deprive the 
American fubjedt of trial by Jury, authorife the 
Judges certificate to indemnify the profecutor from 
damages that he might otherwife be liable to, re* 
quiring oppreflive fecurity from a claimant of fliipi 
and goods feized, before he ihall be allowed to de- 
fend his property, and are fubverfive of Americaa 
rights. 

Alfo 12 Geo. III. ch. 24. intituled, " An A<5t for 
the better lecuring his Majefty's dock-yards, maga- 
zines, fliips, ammunition, and ftores;'' which de- 
clares a new offence in America, and deprives the- 
American fubjeds of a conftitutional trial by Jury 
of the vicinage,by authorifing the trial of any perfon 
charged with the committing any offence deicribecl 
in the faid Aft out of the realms to be indified and 
tried for the fame in any Ihire or county within the 
realm. 

Alio the three Afts palled in the laft Seflioa o| 
Parliament, for flopping the port and blocking up 
the harbour of Bofton, for altering the charter and 
government of Mali'achufett's-Bay, and that which 
is intituled, '* An Ad: for the better adminiftration 
of juftice, &c.** 

Alfo the Aft pafled in the fame Sefllon for efta? 
blifhing the Roman Catholic religion in the Pro- 
vince of Quebec, abolilhing the equitable fyftem 
of Engliili laws, and ereftmg a tyranny there, tp 
the great danger, from fo total a diflimilarity of re- 
ligion, law, .and governrrient, of the neighbouring 
Britilh Colonies, by the affittance of whofe blood 

aiyi 
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and treafure the faid country was conquered front 

France. 

' Alfo the Aft paired in the fame Seffion for the 

better providing fuitable quarters for officers and 

foldiers in his Majefty's fervice in North- America. 

Refalved, That this Congrefs do approve of the 
oppofition made by the inhabitants of the Maffa- 
chufett*s-bay to the execution of the faid late Afts 
of Parliament ; and if the fame Ihall be attempted 
to be carried into execution by force, in fuch cafe^ 
aU America ought to fupport them in their oppo- 
iition. 

Refolved, That the removal of the people of 
Bofton into the country, would be not only ex- 
tremely difficult in the execution, but fo impor- 
tant in its confequences, as to require the ut- 
mqft deliberation before it is adopted. But in 
cafe the Provincial Meeting of that Colony fliall 
judge it abfdlutely neceffary, it is the opinion of this 
Congrefs, that all America ought to contribute to- 
wards recompenfing them for the injury they may 
thereby fuftain. 

Refolved, That this Congrefs do reconimend to 
the inhabitants of Maflachufett's-bajr, to fubmit to 
a fufpenfion of the adminiftration of juftice, where 
it cannot be procured in a legal and peaceable man- 
lier, under the rules of the charter, and the laws 
founded thereon, until the cfFedts of our application 
for a repeal of the Afts by which their charter- 
rights are infringed, is known. 

Refolved unanimoufly. That every perfon who 
ihall take, accept, or ad under any commiffion or 
authority, in any wife derived from the ad: pafled 
in the laft Seflion of Parliament, changing the form 
of Government, and violating the charter of the 
Province of Maflachufett's-Bay, ought to be held 
in deteftation, and confidered as the wicked tool of 
that defpottfm which is preparing, to deftroy thole 
rights which God, nature, and compadt, hath given 
to America. 

Refolved 
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• Relblved unanimoufly. That the people of Bos- 
ton and the Maflkchufett Vbay, be advifed Hill to 
condud thetnfelves peaceably towards bis Excellen- 
cy General Gage, and his Majefty's troops now fta- 
tioned in the town of Bofton, a^ far as can poflibly 
confift with their immediate fafety and the fecuritv 
of the town ; avoiding and difcountenancing every 
violation of his Majefty's property, or any in- 
fult to his troops; and that they peaceably and 
firmly pcrfevere in the line in which they are now 
condudling themfelves on the defenfive. 
' Refblved, That the feizing, or attempting to 
feize, any perfon in America, in order to tranfport 
foci perfon beyond the fea, for trial of offences 
committed within the body of a county in America, 
being againft law, will juftify, and ought to meet 
with reiiftance and reprifaL 

A copy of a letter to General Gage was brought 
into Congrefs, and, agreeable to order, -figned by 
the Prefident, and is as follows ; 

Philadelphia, OH. lo, 1774. 
^' Sir, 

** The inhabitants of the town of Bofton have' 
informed us, the Reprefentatives of his Majefty's 
feithful fdbjefts in all the Colonies from Nova- 
Scotia to Georgia, that the fortifications ereding - 
within that town, the frequent invafions of pri- 
vate property, and the repeated infults they receive 
ftom the foldiery, hath given them great reafon to 
fufpeft a plan is formed very deftrudtive to them^ 
jind tending to overthrow the liberties of America, 

" Your Excellency cannpt be a ftranger to the 
fentiments of America with refpedt to the late Afts 
of Parliament, under the execution of which thofe 
unhappy people are oppreffed; the approbation 
univerlally expreffed of their condud, and the de- 
termined refolution of the Colonies, for the prefer . 
Vation of their Commop Rights, to unite in their 

oppo* 
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OppofitioA to thpfc AAs. In' corifequehcc of tiiefc 
foitimepts, they have appointed \3s the giterdians 
of their rights and liberties, and wc are under 
the d^epeft concern, that, whilft we are purfiiing 
every dutiful and peaceable meafure to procure a 
cordial and efieftual reconciliation between Great 
Britain and the Colonies, yourExcellencyfliould pro-^ 
ce^d in a manner that bears fo hoitile an appearance^ 
ind: which even thofe oppreffive Afts da not warrant. 
•. We entreat yout Excellency to confider, what 
tendency this cpndud: mull have to irritate and force 
at people, however well difpofed to peaceable mta- 
fures, into hoftilities, which may prevent the en- 
deavours of this Congrefs to reftore a go6d under*-: 
ftaoding with a Parent State, and may involve us m 
the horrors of a civil wan 

" In order therefore to quiet the minds, and re- 
mbve the reafonabk jealoufies of the people, that 
they may npt be driven to a ftate of defperation, 
being fully perfuaded. of their pacific difpdfltion 
towards the King's troops, could they be affured 
of th^ir own* fafety.; we hope. Sir, you will difcon- 
tinue the fortifications in and about Bofton," pre- 
vent any furthea? invafions of private property, fe- 
ftrain the irregularities- of the foldiets, and give' 
QTjd^s that the coitirtiumcations between the town 
andc-ountry m^^y be open, unmoleftedy and free. ' 

. ^^ Sdgned, by order 'aad in behalf of tbe General 
Gqdgrefsj 

,. , PEYTON RANDOLPHi iPrefident/' : 
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The rights of America beiag thus afTerted, 
gnd her grievances cniimemfcd, for the main- 
tcnance of the one, and the more.effedlual rer 
drefs (tf the other, the Congrefs j udged it eX« 
pedieiit to form a non-importation, non-con- 
rumption^ ;^nd non^exportation agreement, in 
the fubfcquent terms. 

NON-IMPORTATION AGREEMENT. 

W E, his Maj^fty's moft loyal fubje^, the 
Pdegates of this feveral Colonies of New-Hamp- 
Ihire, Mafl^chofettis-Bay, Rhode-lfland, Connedi* 
cut, Newr-York, New-Jerfey, Pennfylvania, the three 
I^ower Counties of Newcaftle,. Kent, and Sufiex," 
po.Delawar.e^,Maryland, Virgiaia, North-Carolina, 
and South-Carolina, deputed to reprefent them in a: 
iContinental Congrefs, held in the city of Philadel- 
phia, on the fifth day of September, 1774, avowring 
our allegiance to his Majefty, our affection and' re-* 
gard for pur fellow-fubjects in Great-Britain and 
elfewhere, afl^ecjted with the: deepeft anxiety, aAd 
moft alarming apprehenfions at thofe grievances and ' 
^iftrelTes with which: hi$ M^jefty^s. American fub-- 
jec^s are oppreflfed, and hiyiDg- taken under our 
moft ferious deliberation the. ft^te of. the whole Con- 
tinent, find, th^n the prefent (mlptftppy fituationoF our 
affairs is occafioBied . by a ruinous, fyftem of Coidny ' 
Adwniftration adopted by the Beit iftijMtniftpy about 
the year 1763, evidently calculated for enftayirig ' 
thefe Colonies, and, with them, the Britiih Eqipire*- 
In profccutionof which fyftem, various Att&ofiPafu 
liament have been paffed for raifing a revenue in'- 
Americaj, for depriving the American fubjeats,^In 
many inftance?,-^ of the conftitutionai trial by Jury, ' 
expodng their, liyes to danger, by directing anew-t 
and illegal trial beyond the feas, for crimes alledgedi* 
to have been committed in America; and in profe- 

cution 
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cution of. the fame fyftcm, feveral late, cruel and 
opprcinve Acts have been paiTed refpecting the towa 
of Bofton and the Maflachufetts-Bay,.and alfa aa. 
Act for extending the province of Quebec, fo as to 
border on the .weftern. frontiers, of thefe Colonies, 
cflabJifhing an arbitrary government therein, and 
difcouraging the fettkment of Britifli fubjects in 
that wide extended .country ; thus by -the influence 
of civil principles and ancient, prej^udices to difpoib 
the inhabitants to act with hoftility againft the free 
Prpteftant Colonies, whenever a wicked Miwflrry 
ftall chufe fo to direct them, 

• To obtain redrcfs of thefe grievances, which 
threaten deftruction to the lives, liberty, and pro- 
perty of his Majefty's fubjects in North-Amerifca, 
we are.of opinion, that a non-importation, non-conn 
fumption, and lion-exportation agreement, faithfully 
adhered to, will prove the moft fpeedy, effectual, and 
peaceable meafure : and therefore we do, for our-* 
felvcs and the inhabitants of the feveral Colonies 
whom we reprefent, firmly agree and aflbciatc. under 
the facred ties of virtue, honour, and love of our 
country, as follows : 

!• That from and after the firft day of De- 
cember next, we will not import into Britifli Ame-* 
rica, from Great-Britain or Ireland, any . goods, 
wares, or merchandize whatfoever, or from any other 
place any fuch goods, wares, or merchandize, as 
Ihall have been exported from Great-Britain or Ire- 
land ; nor will we, after that day, import any Eaft- 
India tea from any part of the world ; nor any mo- 
laire&» fyrups, paneles, coffee, or piemento, from the 
Hricifli plantations, or from Dominica ; nor wmes 
from Madeira, or the Weftern Iflands 5 nor foreign 
indigo. 

:IL That we will neither import, nor purchafe* 
any flave imported, after the firft day of December 
next ; after which time, we will whoily difcontinue 
the flave trade, and will neither be concerned in it 

ourfclvcsi 
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ourfelvesy nor will we hire our veflels, nor fell our 
commodities or manufadures to thofe who are coq* 
cerned in it. 

III. As a non-confumption agreement, llrictly ad- 
hered to, will be an effectual fecurity for the obfer- 
vation of the non-^importation, we, as above, fq- 
kmnly agree and affociate, that, from this day, wtf 
will not purchafe or ufe any tea imported on ac* 
count of the Eaft-India Compstny, or any on which 
a duty hath been or ihall be paid ; and from and 
after the firft day of March next, we will not pur- 
chafe or ufe any Eaft-India tea whatever; nor 
will we, nor jihall any perfon for or under us, pur- 
chafe or ufe any or thofe goods, wares, or mer« 
chandize, we have agreed not to import, which we 
Ihall know, or have eaufe to fufpeift, were imported 
after the firft day of December, except fuch as come 
under the rules and dire^ftions of the tenth article 
herein after mentioned. 

IV. The eameft defire we have not to injure our 
fcllow-fubje^s in Great-Britain, Ireland, or the 
Weft-Indies, induces us to fufpend a non-importa- 
tion, until the tenth day of September 1775; at 
which time, if the faid Adts and parts of Adts of 
the Britifti Parliament herein after mentioned are not 
repealed, we will not, direAly or indirectly, ei^port 
any merchandize or commodity whatfoever to Greats 
Britain, Ireland, or the Weft-Ipidies, ej;:cep]: rice to 
Europe. 

V. Such as are merchants and ufe the Britifli and 
Iriih trade, will give orders, as foqn as ppffible, to 
their factors, agents, and correfpondents, in Great- 
Britain and Ireland, not to fliip any gopds to them, 
on any pretence whatfoever, as they cannot be 
received in America ; antj if any merchant, refiding 
in Great-Britain or Ireland, fliall directly or indi- 
rectly fliip any goods, wares, or merchandize, for 
America, in order to break the faid non-importatioq 
*grcemei)t, or in any manner contravene the famcj 
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on fuch uhwortliy condijct being w^U attefted, it 
'ought to be made public; and, on the fame beinfg 
fo dpne, we will not fron^ thenceforth have any com? 
mercial connection with fuch merchant* 

VI. That fuch as are owners of veffels will give. 
pofitive orders tq their Captains or Mafters, pot to 
receive on board their veflels any goods prohibited 
by the faid non-importation agreement, on pain of 
immediate difmiffiqn from their fervice. 

VII. "Vye will ufe pur utmgft endeavours tq imr 
prove the breed of fheep and increafe their number 
to the grca,teft extent ; and to that end, we will kiU 
them as foaring as may be, efpecially thofe of the 
*moft profitable kind ; nor will we export aqy to the 
Weft-Indies or elfewhere : and thofe pf us who are 
or may become pver-ftocked With, or can ponveni^ 
ently fpare any flieep, will difpofe of them to our 
neighbonrs, efpecially to the poorer fortj^ on mo- 
derate terms. 

VIII. That we will in our feveral ftations encou- 
rage frugality, peconomy, and induftry ; and pro- 
mote- agriculture, arts, and the manufaAures of 
this country, efpecially that of wool s and will dif- 
counteuance. and difcourage every fpecies pf extra- 
vagance and diffipation, efpecially alL hprfe-racing, 
and all kinds of gaming, cock-fighting, exhibitions 
of fhews, plays, and other' expenfivediverfions and 
entertainment^.^ And on the death pf any relation 
or friend^ .nope of us, or any of pur families will 
go into Sihy further mourning drefs, than a black 
crape or ribband on the arm pr hat for gentlemen, 
and a black ribband and necklace for ladies, and we 
will difcbritinue the givihg of gloves and fcarfs at 
funerals. ' 

IX. That fuch as arfe ytedefsof goods or merchan- 
dize will not take advantage of the fcarcity of goods 
that may be occafipned by this aflpciation^ but will 
fell the fame at the rates we have been refpe£tively 
accuftomed to do, for twelve months Uft paft*— 

And 
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And If any Vender of goods or merchandize ihaH 
fell any fiifch goods on higher terms, or ih^ll in any 
manner^ Qr*by ^ny device ^hatfoever, violate or 
depart from this agreement, no perfon ought, nor 
will ahy of us deal with any fuch perfon, or his or her 
fadfor or agent, at any time thereafter, for any com- 
modity whatever, 

X. In cafe any merchant, trader, or other perfons 
fliall import any goods or merchandize after the firft 
day of December, and before the firft day of Fe- 
bruary ne±t, the fame ought forthwith, at the elec- 
tion of the owner, to be either re-ihipped or delivered 
up to the committee 6f the county or town wherein 
they Ihall 'be imported, to be ftored at the rifle of 
the importer, until the non-importation agreement 
fliall ceafe, or be fold under the direftion of the com- 
mittee aforcfaid ; and in the laft mentioned cafe, 
the owner or owners of fuch goods Ihall be reim- 
burfed (out of the fales j the firft coft and charges ; 
the profit, if any, to be applied towards relieving 
and employing fuch poor inhabitants of the town of 

'Bofton, as are. immediately fufferers by the Bofton- 
port bill ; and a 'particular account of all goods fo 
returned, ftored, or fold, to beinferted in the pub- 
lie papers ; and'if any goods or merchandizes fliall 
be imported after the faid firft day of February, the 
fame tdught forthwith be fent ' back again, with- 
out breakirtg ariy of the packages thereof. 

XI. That a Comfmittee be chofen in every coun- 
ty, city, and town, by thofe who are qualified to 
vote for Reprefentatives in the legiflature, whofc 
bufinefs it (hall be attentively to obferve the conduft 
of all perfons touching this afl[bciation : and when 
it fliall be made to appear to the fatisfaftion of a 
majority of any fuch Committee, that any perfon 
within the limits of their appointment has violated 
this aflbciation, that fuch majority do forthwith 
caufc the truth of the cafe to be publifhed in the 
Grazette, to- the end that all fuch foes to the rights 

a 2 of 



of Britifti Ainerica maj^ be publicklx kfWWO> ^ 
tmivcrfeUy ccrmemned ^^ the ^qcxnks of Ampric^ 
liberty ; and thcinceforth we tefpcdively jvilji; Ure%k 
off all dcalii^s with -him or her* > 

XII. That the Committee of Correfpcmdcnoe. .^ 
the refpedbive Colonies do fr^uei^tly Uifpeift, the co- 
tries of their cuftom-houfes, and inform ejich other 
from time to lime of. the true ^te therepf^ and of 
every other material c|rcvimftance ;hat may oqcur 
relative to their affociation. i 

Xlllf That all maaufa&ures of this coi}Qtry..be 
fold at reaionable prices^ fo that no undue adv^t^ige 
be taken of a future fcarcity of goods. 

XIV. And we do furt|[ier agree and refolye^ that 
vit will haye.no trade^ cpmrnerce, dealings or inter* 
courfe whatfoever, with any Colony or Province, ia 
North-America, which ihall not accede to^ or 
which ihall hereafter violate this aflbciatjqn^ but 
. will hold them as unworthy of the rights of free- 
men^ and as inimical to the libert^s of t^eir 
country. 

And we do folemnty bind ourfeiyes and our Cos«^ 
itituents, underthexte^ aforefaid^ to adhere to this 
afibciation until fuch parts of thefeveral A&s of par* 
liament pafied &ice the clofe of the laft.vtar^ .as im- 
pofe or continue duties Oil tea, wiue^ nlolafles, . fy * 
rups, paneies, coiTpey flight, piemesto> indigo, ^-^ 
feign papex^ g^afs, iaid painters colours, imported 
into America, and extend the power« of the Admi^i^ 
ralty Courts beyond ^heir. ancient Jimits^ deprive the 
'American.iuhjeflb of -trial by mty^^aiithQiife.^the 
judge's pcrtificate. to indemnify tne profecutorfxcm 
damages, that he* might otherwiie he Ital^e tp, 
from atrial by his pears, require oppreffive.iecutity 
from a claimant of. Ihips or goods feized) before he 
Ihall be allowed, to defend his property, .ai'e repi^i^U 
ed. — And until that part of the Ad of the i^ Q^ l\U 
^h. 24. intituled, ^*,An aft for the better fecvrixjg- 
his Majcfty's dock-yards, magazines, -fliips, am 

munition^ 



fiiunltibn^ and jlores/^ bf which smjr perfons 
tharged Wkh cofiirtiitting zty of the offentes therein 
^efcribed, in America, may be tried in any Aire or 
county within the realm, is tepcaled — And until the 
four Aifts pafled in the laft feifion of parliament^ 
Tiz. Th^t for ftop J>ing the port Jind blocking up 
Ac harbour of Bofton-^That for the altering the 
charter and government of the MafTachufett's Bay-*-* 
and that which is, intituled, ** An aft for the better 
adminiftration of juftice,*^ &c,— and that '^ for 
extending the limits of Quebec, &c.-**afe repealed. 
And we recommend it to the Provincial 0>nven- 
tioixs, and to the Colnmittees in the refpedive Co- 
lontei, to eftabliftt fdch farther regulatibns as they* 
may think proper^ for carying into execution this 
affi>ciati6n. * . 

The foregoing affbciation being determined up* 
on by the Cffigrejfjh, was- ordered to be fiibfcribed by 
th^ leveral' Members thereof; and thereupon we 
hire hereiinto fet our f elpeftive names aecordingly, ■ 

L^ Gmgnfi, Pbiladelpbia^ Off. zo, 1774. Signed, 

PEYTON RANIX)l-PH> Pri/Uinf. 

^NiW^ Sam/^reJ : John^SiiJHvaA, Nat. FoU^y 

M^Actufiit^i Bay.. . Thomas Cufhin^, Siituuel 

Adftms, Jofaxt Adams, Robert Treat Paine^ 

^^i^M^I^ki^ )$iet>b^ Hopkins, Sam« Wadi. 

G^vmeMizutx Eiiphalet D>'erj Roger, Shetpian, 
SBste 'Bea&e.c- 

Mem^Viis^iL'^ l£ntcJLowy Jdbn Alfop, Jghm, Jay^^ 
Jijmesi Duaqe^ . William Finj'd, Henry Wdifncr, 
Qm i>ocr«ufn* . 

ikw^ftnfef: 1 James Kin&y^ WilKam Living* 
ftoDy Sceipbeq Crane^ Rich«rd,$mith« 
"Pinnfyl^>ama. Jofeph Oallolvay, John IXckin* 
&h.' Charier Hamphreys:, Thomas A£Cbin, Edward 
3Bid41c^ John Morton*, George Rols. 

Nkvca/Uiy &?r. Csfar Rodni-y, Thomaj M^Kean, 
(Seorge.Read. 

Adaryland. Matthew Tilghman, Tha Johnfon, 
William Pace, Samuel Chafe. 

a 3 Virginia. 
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Virgm(i. iRiohard, Henry 'Lee, -pWg^ Wiibiiig^ 
ton> P. Henry, 'jun. Richard Bland, Benjamin Har- . 
rifpn, EJmund Pendleton. . 
,' North-Carolina. W illiam Hooper^ Jpfeph Hawes^ 

R. CafwelL. ' . \ \ ' f 

Soutb-CaroJinan Henry Middleton, Tho. Lyndi^ 
Chriftopher Gadfden, John Rutledge, Edward Rut-. 
Tedge. 

Two days after pafling. the preceding 
agreement, it was rcfolved, That fhould a rc- 
drefs of the grievances complained of not be 
obtained before the inpnth of May, anpt^cr 
Congrefs (hould be held at Philadelphia ; ana, 
neither the . Peclaration of Rights oor. the 
Non-Im'portatioa Agreement making any ifti- 
prefiion on the Britiih M.iniftry, a' 0efier^l^ 

* ...» » i-.w-"-- '"'i 

Congrefs alfembled at Philadelphia on the loth 
of May, lyy^. , .■...;'. 

ConciHafiofi -was theavowed- obie^ of thiis, 
as it h'ad; ^been of- every' iCong^refs, . Provincial 
andConfincnt^], which had bee^n held fince the 

/■ *. * i***« ^ ***** ^ i*t 

commencemcnT of" the 'difptite with'Great-> 
iBfitaip J jBLi^^A after many frliitleis efforts tao ob- 

tain a VeftomriOn^ of hafrnony, the Coogrefs* 
r-efelv^d on a final petition to the King, ^and 
Mr.,PENN wafe deputed to carry the petition to* 
SflgUnd. Thfe ftbjoined copy was thus aa- 
thenticatedby ihe gentlemen who prefented it. 
" : ' ~ LAST 
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LAST PETITION to THE K'ING- 
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. TJbe foJlowiog is a trqe topy-of the petition froit\» 
the General Congrefsi in Ariieri^a, to his Maj^fty^ 
wiiicK. vms delivered to tord Dartmouth the.firft of 
Ai5 mohth, ^and to which his Lorcjlhip h.i^.mjm.'K 

, RICHARD PENP^ 
Sep^t.A^-^7^S• - .. ARTHUR LEE, .. 



< • • 
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rmO's MOST EXCELLENT MA JESTY. 

M(^ Gracums Stfvereign, 

\V E your Majefty's .faithful fubjeds of the Co- 
lonies \(>f New Hampftiire, Maliachufetts Bay, 
Ilb94^ Wsand^ and PfOV^idestge Pigntatioos, Connec 
livevit^ New York^ New Jerfey^ Pennfylvania, the 
counties <>f Newcaftle, Kent, and SufTex, on De- 
laivafei(M^ylia»d, Virginii^ North and South Ca- 
rolina, io., behalf of.ourfelv,es. and the inhabitants 
of theie Colonies, who have deputed us to reprefeni; 
t;h«ii. iniiGetD'cral Congnefs, entreat your Majefty's 
grat^ip^s attention to t-fe.isQUt hijmble p^iliop. 
. The union between .pur Mother Country and 
thefe C^Ibnies, :tnd the ene'rgy d[ -mild and juft-go- 
Vernmept) pr9duced bene^fits fo remark.^Wy impor-» 
tant," and afforded fuch affurance of their permanen- 
cy and iiocreafe, that the v^'oexjer and ^nvy of othe? 
nation^ wer^ ^jccjted, while they beheld Gre^tr 
Britain riling to a power the moft extraordinary th$ 
wprid Ijad eter kncy«r.n. Hi?r rivalsobferving.that 
there was no pifi>bability of this happy connedtioti 
being broken by civi' dilTentiqns, :anti,i|p$>rehendjtig 
its future effefts, if left any longer undifturbed, 

a 4 refolved 
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i;dblved to prevent her r^cdtibg k continual audt 
formidable an acceffion of wealth and ftrength, bjr 
(jheckiftg; the growth of thefe fettlements, from 
which they were to be derived* • 
. In the profccutton of this attempt, evefft* (b \M^ 
favourable to the deiign took -place, thit cvei?f 
friend to the intereft of Great-Britain and thefe Co* 
lonies, entertained pleafing and reafonable exped^ 
tioDS of feeing an additional force ahcl'extenfi^ 
immediately given to the operations of the union 
hitherto experienced, by an enlargeni^nt of th^ 
dominions of the Crown j and the removal of an- 
cient and warlike enemies to a greater diftance.* 
. At the cohclufioh^ therefore, of this late war, the 
moft glorious and advantageous that ever had been 
carried on by Britifli arms, your loyal Colonies, 
having contributed to its fuccefs by fuch repeated 
and itrenuous exertions as frequently procured 
them the diltingutfiiod approbation of yt^ur Mjycfty, 
of the late King, and of Parliament, doubted not 
but that they ihould be permitted, with the reft of 
the empire, to fhare in the bleflings of peace, and 
the emoluments of vidory and conqueft. W?iilc 
thefe recent and honourable acknowledgements of 
their merits remained on record in the Journals and 
Ads of that augull legiilatore, the Pariiament, tin- 
defaced by the imputation, or even the fufpicion, 
of any offence, they were atermed by a new fyftem of 
ftatutes and regulations, adopted for the adminiftra- 
tion of the Colonies, that filled their minds with 
the moft painful fears and jealoufics ; and to their 
inexpreffible aftoniftiment perceived the dangers of 
a foreign quarrel quickly fucceeded by domeftic 
dangers, iiinhcir judgement of a more dreadful 
kind. 

Nor were their anxieties alleviated by any ten- 

-dency in this fyftem to promote the welfare of the 

KlotherXountry ; for though its effeds were more 

* • imme- 
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ed to be mjurious ta the cammfer ce and - ptofperity ' 
oJF Great. IBkiuin. 

We ihall decline the wisniteAil talk of deferHns^^ 
the irkfome variety ^f aptinces- pradifed by niaiiy of ^ 
your Ms^efty^s Minifters^ the delufive presences; ' 
froitldis terrors, and iinavaUing ^verities, which' 
hitve fiom cioie to time been 'dealt out by them m 
theis attempts to execute this impoiitic plan,' or of. 
tradag through a feriea of years paft the progrefi of 
the tmhappy okferences between : Great Britain and 
diefi^Col<mieS) which have flowed from this fatal ^ 
fource. Your Majefty's Minifters perfevertng in' 
their 8ieafure$5 and procecfdi^g to open hoftifities 
jfor enforcing them, have compelled us to arm in 
our^own derence, and have engs^ged us in a contro^* 
vecfy fo peculiarly abhorreiit from the afTedions of 
your ftill f^thful Colonics, that when we confider 
whom we muft oppofe in this ccmteft ;;. and if it con* 
tinues, what may be the confequence ; our own par-' 
ticalar misfortunes are accounted by us only as parts 
of our diftreis* 

Knowing to what violent refentment and incurable' 
animofities civil difcords are apt to exafperate and{ 
inflame the contending parties, we think ourfelves' 
required by tndifpenlable obligations to Almi^ty 
God, to your^Majefty, to our fellow-fubjcds, and 
ourfelves, immediately to ufe all the means in our' 
power, not incompatible with our fafety, for (lopping' 
the further effufion of blood, and for averting the 
impending calamities that threaten the Britifli Em*-' 
pire. Thus called upon to addrefs your Majefty on' 
affairs of fuch moment to America, and probably to 
all your dominions, we are earneftly defiroos of 
pertormin^ this office with the utmoft deference to 
yoiir ^lajefty; and we therefore pray that your 
Royal magmmimlty and benevolence may make the 
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f(^ iwiQomwioffx ^n pccgfipji^v ' » 

Coiftd we reprefent, in their full force, the feirti-. 
mepts Aivhicb agkate the xxxmMoi us^ ^ourduii&il 
lubjedftji w« are parfuaded your Afajeftjr' wauW 
afgriti^k-aivy fefcaiog deviation from reverence, in 
ojur koguagCi aod^veia k our. canditd^ not to aoy* 
r^prfhef^fibk intention, but to the inEpoIBbilky of 
reqcui^iling the ufual appearance^^ofrefped; with.a> 
juil attentiqn to pur prefervation: againftthofe artfai'* 
a^d cruel jnenaigj, who: ajbufe your Royal confi^r 
dehce ^nd^ authority for; the purpofe of eSedkingjosir >' 
^itrudion. ' :,.:.■. . " . . . - ^ 

Attached to yw^t Majefty's pecfooy famiij;^^ ai»d 
gQfvertfinent^ wi^h ail theilevotion that* principle und . 
aifcctipn can infpire.; conne&ed with- Great Britain^ 
bv tjli^ flroi^geft ties tb^t can uhite focieti«s, and dc^ 
lUOfTing every event that tenda in any degree te^ 
T^eikcfl; them,* ^e folemnly affure your Majjeftyi- 
that we not only flfioft mi^tly d^re ilu former b^'^' 
fi^y betwem hefr and ith^e Colonies may be reflored,^ 
but tiiat a concord may be eftabtijhed between fhedv 
iippn^fo firm a baiis as to perpetuate', its bldfiAgs 
lininterruptedby ^ny future diffentions to fuoce«d- 
ing; ganerations in .bo.th countries; and to tranfnhk: 
y/3ur ^ajcfty'sri>ametopofterity, adorned with that 
fignal and lafting glory tb^thas attended the memJory* 
ot thpfc illnftrious perfonage§ whofe virtw* and 
abilities have extricated ftates from d^gerous cod«' 
vuliGans, and by fecuring* happinefs to others, have 
ereded the molt noble and durable >moitumentS[ta 
tbeir own fa^e^ ' ' .•' ; 

\Webeg leav^ further, to affure yoor Majefty,that. 
notwithftanding the fufFerings of your loyal Cotenifts^ 
during the. courfe of the prefent controverfy^ our^ 
bre^LUs retain too tender a regard -for the kifigdoOT 
firoin which we deriye our origin, to rcqueft fuch a 
concifiation as might in any manner be inconfiftent 

with 
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mih ker digtfity or b^r. vklfiurt. Thcfe, rekted as 
we are to her^ honour and duty, as well as incliiiaf* 
tioD, induce us to fupport and advance ; and the ap-«; 
preh^^ntioDS that now oppreis our hearts with un- 
fpeakable grief, being once rcniovcd, your Msycfty^ 
will find your faithful fubjefts on this Continent 
rtady and willing, at all times, as they have everhecn^ 
with their Uves and for turns to afftrt and nuunuun tbi 
rights and inter efts of your Majefty and of our Mother* 
Country, 

We therefore befeech your Majefty, that your 
Royal authority aqd influence may be gracioufly^* 
interpofed, to procure us relief from our affli&ing 
fears and jealoiifies^ occafioned by the fyftem before 
n^entioned, and to fettle peace through every part, 
of your dommions ; with all humility fubmitting to 
your Majefty's wife confideration whether it may 
not be expedient,^ for facilitating thefe importaat 
purpofes, that your Majefty be pleafid to dire3fom 
mode by which the united applications of your faithful 
Colonifts to the throne, in purfuance of their coxnnum 
councils, may b^ improved into a happy andpermpH 
nent reconciliation i and that in the mean timj^ mea- 
fures may be taken ' for preventing the further de-^, 
ftru^ion of the lives of your Majetty's fubje<^s, atid> 
that fuch ftatutcs as more immediately diftrefa. 
any of ybuf Miajefty^s Colonies be repealed. For 
by fuch arrangements^ as your Majefty's wifdom can 
form^ for cpU^fting the united fenfe of your Ame- 
ricah people, we arc convinced your Majefty would 
receive fuch^fatisfaftory proofs of the difpofition of 
the Colonifts towards their Sovereign and the Parent. 
State, that the wilhed-for opportunity would foon be 
reftored tp them, of evincing the fincerity of theit 
profeflions, by every teftimony of devotion becoming the 
moft dutiful fubjells, and the moft affeSionate Colo^ 
mftf. * . , ' 

.That your Majefty may enjoy a long and prolpe*.* 
rous reign, and that your defcendants may govern 

the 
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Ae tfcteEdiiiDm^ with ll^^^ thehifelV^ tod- h^p* 
pinefs to thpir fubje^^s^ is our fincerc and fervent 
prayer. 

JOHN flANCOCie 

Join ^Ifop 
Francif L(wU r 
Johnjfa/ .; ^ 

'/?. Leving/lonjjun. 
Lewis Morris 
U^illiam Floyd 
H^nryWeifner 

i!f^i». Levingfion 
John Deharis ' 
Richard SmitB' 

Peknsvlva>iia# 

y^i5» Dickenfon ' . 
^^»/. Franklin 
George kqfs . 
y^?w^j ff/tlfon 
Charles tiuniphreys 
Edward Bi/dli 
Edm. 'P indie ton 
Benj\ Harrifon 
The. Jtfferfon 

Noi^TH Carolina* 

fVilliam fioofet 
Jofepb Hewts . '^ 
South Carolina^ 
//e^y> MiddktoH ' 
Thomas Lynch 
Chrift. Gad/den 
y. Rutledge 
Edwd. Rutledge* 



GotOKv dr New Hamp-; 

yipfer Langdon 
rbmafsCuJhtng' 
^Massachxjsbtts Bay. 
Samuel Adams . . 
joBn Addms 
Robert Tftat Paine 
/ Rhode IstAKD. 
Stephen Hofpiins 
SameiJf^ard 
EMphalet Byer 

GoNMECTlCut, 

Roger Sherman 
Silas Dfane 

New YoRic. 
Fb. Levingfton 
James Duane 
Delaware Counties. 
C^/ar Rodney 
Tha. M-Kean 
George Read 

Maryland. 
Matt. Tilghman 
Tho, Johnfon^ jun. 
William Pace 
Samuel Chafe 
Thomas Stone 

Virginia. 
P. Henry yjun. 
R. Henry Lee 

The marked difdain with which this Pcti-^ 
tiofl was treated, precluded every hope of a re- 

qonciliation.. 
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conciliati90» The htd men in Engkofd wen 
(hocked at the meafure ; the moft difpaffionate 
mm 10 America forefaw and lamented the con- 
fcquences. The Britifh Miniftrjr, however, 
peiiifting in their latent views of fubjugating 
the Colonies, and attempting by open force as 
well as fecret {(ratagem to fubdue and difunite 
them, gave eventual rife to that Independence, 
Confederacy, and Legiflation, deicribed, fup- 
ported, and avowed, in the following docu* 
menu. 



A LIST 






/ • 



In congress. 

December 299 i78o. 

Resolved, 

THAT a Committee of three be appointed 
to colleB^ and caufe to be publijhedf tivo hundred 
correB copies of the Declaration of Independences 
the articles of Confederation and Perpetual 
Union, the Alliances between thefc United 
States and his Moft Chriftian Majefty, mtb 
the Conftitutions or Forms of Government of 
the feveral States, to be bound together in boards. 
The members c ho fen, Mr. Bee, Mr. Wither- 
fpoon and Mr. Wolcott. 

Extradt from the Minutes, 

Charles Thompson, Secretary m 




In C O N G RE S^ S. " 

J O L V 4, 1776. ... 



DECLARATION 

B Y T HE 

REPRESENTATIVES 

OF THE 

UNITED STATES of AMERICA 

In C0NGR^.ESS ASSEMBLED. 

4 

WHEN, in the courfc of human events^ 
it becomes necefiary for ope people 
to diilblve the political bands which 
have conne<5ted them with another^ and to af- 
fume among the powers of the earth,, the fe* 
parate and equal ftatiou to which the law? of 
nature arfd of nature s God entitle them, a de- 
cent re^edt to theopimoDjS of mankind re- 
qnires that thejT' ihould declare the* catties 
which impel them to-thte^feparafion. 

We hold thefe truths to be fclfV evident : 
That all -men are created equal .; thsrt>they .^re 
endowed* fey their Creator with certain una-r 

B lienable 
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licnable tights j that among thefe art life^ Ih 
bert/, and the purfuit of happincfs s that U) 
fccure thefe rights governments are inilituted 
among men» deriving their juil powers from 
the confent of the governed ; that whenever 
any form of governmeftt becomes deftrudive 
of thefe ends, it is the right of the people to 
alter or to aboli(h it» and to inflitute a new go** 
veroment, laying its foundation on fuch prin- 
cipleSf and organizing its powers in fuch ^m, 
as to them Hiall feem moft likely to efieA their 
^ety and happinefs. Prudence, indeed, will 
didate, that governments long eftablifhed 
(hould not be changed for light and tranfient 
cauibs ; and accordingly all experience hath 
{htwn, that mankind are more difpofed to 
lufler while evils are fuiFerable, than to right 
themfelves by aboliihing the forms to which 
they are accufttmed. {iut when a long train 
of abufea and ttfutpatiaet» purfuing invariably 
the iame objed, evinces a defign to reduce 
them under abfolitte de(potiiai« * it is their 
right, if ia their duty, to throw off fuch govern- 
ment, and to provide aew guards for their ftx^ 
ture i^ufity. Such has been the patient fuf« 
ferance df thefe Colonies i and fuch is now 

the neceility which conibrains them to alter 

•<■ 

their 
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tiiftir former fyftems 'df government. The 
faiftoqir of the prefent kiiig ©f Great-Britaiii ii 
« hiftery <^ repeated injuries Jind uAirpations, 
all having in dtfeft ol^eA the «ftabli{hment of 
an abiblutc tyranny i)ver thefe States. To prove 
thisi let fa€ts be ftibmitted to a candid vi^orld. 

He ha$ refufed his aflent to laws the moil 
WholeTome and neceflary for the public good. 

He has forbiddeh his governors to pafs laws 
ef ifflmediate and prefiing importance, unlefs 
fufpended in their operation till his afieat 
fliould be obtained j and when fo fufpended, 
he has utterly negleded to attend to them. 

He lifts refufed to pa6 othet laws for the 
Accommodation of large diffarids of praple, 

UAlefs thofe people would reUn^uiih tht right 
tf re^re&ntation i)i the kgiilature j a right 
be^naable to them, and: formidable to tyrants 
only. 

He has called together legiilative bodies at 
places umifual, uncomfortablci and diftaot.from 
the depofitory <>f thei^ public, recof da, for the 
hUs purpbfeof fatiguing^ them into compliance 
with his meafure^i » -^^c) v " 

He has diifolved repl-efentative houfet re« 
peatedly, for oppofing with manly firmnefs hi$ 
ibvafions on the rights of the people. 

B 2 nt 
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He has 'refiifed^Tor a long\ time after fu«i 
dilTolutions, tb 'caufe others to be elcdlerf; 
' whereby the fcgiflative poWers, incapable of 
annihilation, have returned to the people' at 
large for their- exerciie -, the State remaining in 
the mean titrie fexpofed to all the cknger dF 
-inv^lion from without, and convulfions within. 
HchoserideatcJured to prevent the popula- 
tion of .tlvefe States ; for that purpofe obfttudl- 
» 

ing the law« for* naturali^ati(]^n of foreigners* ; 
' refuiing to jJaft others tto encourage their mi- 
' grations hhh^r ; and raifiifg the conditions fef 

new appropriations of lands. • 

He has x)b'ftruEled the ^dminiftratio« of*juf- 

* tice, by refuting his alTent to laws for cftablifli- 
' ing^jtrdiciary powers. ' -r 

^ 'H^ has- made judges dependent off: his will 

^ralbhe f^r-^f fee-* tenure of .their- offices, arid thc^ 

amount and payment of their falarics, • > 

*' 'He has ere<fted a multitiide of new offices, 

* and Tent hither fwarms of officers to harrals 
oiif people aiyd eat out their fubftanee. ' 

* •' He has kept among us, in times of peace, 

Handing armies, without the confent of our 

> 

legiflatures, 

^^' He has affeded to render the military inde- 
pendent of> and fuperior to, the civil power*** 

^ ^ He 



. H^^h^s combjnedr^y^^|l,Q^P^?;tq us . 

tQ.^ ji^rifdidiop/ fprcign , tq ,q\xx ^(jQpftitution, 
and unacknovjrljsdged.by oujr.kw^;^ giving. his 
aflcijt tQ their a^s. of pretended legiflation ; 

. For q^F^^^f\Si?f£^ ^P^¥ii ?^ ^fo^^^ trpops 
among us: 

If or proving, thcjp," by. % njock, trial, from 

pjl^i^/Hcijt foj:,.Any murders, which they fhpyld: 

commit on the inhabitants of thefe States : 

..Jfog <jutting, off. ouj tjjad^i with all parts of 
tfel.wpf Id : 
l^oi; i^polfng tex^s on us wi^out our con-, 

^o^^dfprivingus, in many, Qafts, of tjic-be-^ 
V% of trial by jury ; :_ 

For tranfporting us beyond f^ to l^e.trigd, 
^ gf emended; ofFcwces ; . .: 

§9^ |^w)liftiing the free fyftep^of Englijft^ 
J^w^ in a neighbouring provjnce, pftabli(hing 
t^iercia an arbitrary gov?rnpien|,* and eplargr. 
ing its boundaries, fo as to rendpr it at once an 
ei^atnple and fit inftrunient fpr introducing the 
fame abfolute rule into thefe colonies ; 

For taking away our charters, abolifbing 
our moft valuable laws, ^nd altering fund^n\cn-i; 
tally the forms of our goyernment;^ ; 

B 3 Fpr 
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For futpehding our own legiflatures, and de-* 
daring thcrafelvcs invcfted with power to \t^ 
giflate for us in all ca&s wfaatfbeyeF. 

He h^s abdicated government here, by de^ 
claring us out of his protedion^ and waging 
war as:ainfl: us. 

He has plundered our feas, ravaged our coafts, 
burnt our tpy^ns, and deftroyed the live? of 
pur people. 

H? is/ at this time, tranfporting large ar-i 
fnies of foreign mercenai'ies to complete the 
works of death, ^efolation, and tyranny, al* 
ready begun witli circiimftances of cruelty and 
perfidy fcarcely paralleled in the moft barba- 
rous agi^s, ^nd totally unworthy the head of a 
civilized rtatibn. 

" He has conibained our fellow- citizens, takeii 
(^aptiv^; pi^ the high (eas, to bear arms againft 
their country, to become the executioners 
of their friends land brethren, or tp 611 them-r 
felves by their hands. 

He has ^xcite^ domeftic infurre<ftions a-v 
mongft i;s, and has endeavoured to bring oi) 
the inhabitants of our frontiers^ the mercilefs 

Indian favages, ^hpfc known rule qf \varfare 
is an undiftinguifhed deflruflion of all ages 
fexes, and conditions. 
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In every ftagc of thcfe oppfcffiout wc have 
petitioned for redrefs in the moft^huinble 
terms : our re p^Med petitions have been an« 
fwered oaly t^ tep^^ted in)om A prince 
whofe charaAer is thus im&e^ < t^ every, ad 
vrhich may define a tyrant> is unfit to be th* 
ruler of a free people. 

Nor have vrc been wanting to oiir Britifh 
bre^ren. We have%amed them frttm time to 
time of attempts mtKie) %i their Ib^^ ta 
extend an unwarrantabld jnfifdidioii over us; 
We have reminded them.t)f the drcumftancet 
of ottr emigration and iettlement here. W« 
have appealed to their native juftice iu)d aagr 
nanimity, and we have conjured thern^ by th« 
ties of our common kiddiedf to di&vOW thefe 
ttfttrpations^ which would iaevitably. inter- 
rupt . eiir connexion* and con^rpoodence* 
They, too, have been deaf to the iroice of 
juftice and confanguinity* We muftt there* 
fore» acquiefce in the neceffity whidi de* 
nounces our feparation» and hold them> as we 
hold the reft of -mankin4» enemies in war^ in 
peace friends. 

We* therefore, the Repreientatives of the 
United States of Americj|» in General Gongrefs 
lAcmbledy appealing to the Supreme Judge of 

B 4 the 
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the WOTld.&fT'.the' rfSitude of oor intentions, 
do, in the name and by the authority of th« 
good people^ of th^f^ goloniea^ folemnly pub« , 
liih and'declarej That thef^ United Colonies 
are^ lenxi of; right oyght to be, Freb and In« 
ftfepjiSj^HT: States s that they are abfolved 
from all allegiance to the Briti^ crown, and 

« 

l^iat all f)olitieal.co9ae<3:ion between them and 
the. State. Qf, Qreat-Britain is, and ought t<> be* 
totally. xUiTc^ed ; and that as Free ,^'i lode^ 
^endem> Staldes, ^ihey have full power, to levy 
tvar, condiider.p&acE/roohtra)A ailiancxs/ efta-- 
JbTufh commdUD^ an A tchdo all ot^cr ti<fts and 
filings^ tt^j|^Olitd«pb»deiit ;$tates may of righfc 
tio. -Aif8^^h^\fu)5{)0n^t^ this Declaration^ 
with sr^YM^^Ctiatii^ <m<$ke fsroteiftion of Di<- 
vi&e t^rtt^4dkr^: w«* mmufrlly ple^^ge to each 
mher-dat l^si dul^fcftaaiies, and our facred 
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CUTD^ ^ WILLIAM WHIPPLE, 

atliKlL, ^ MATTHEW THttHNTON, . 

^ a RHODE- 
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RHODE- ISLAND, $ STEPHEN HOPKINS, 
^c I WILLIAM ELLERY, 

f ROGER SHERMAN, 

rnxTftf i7r-TTrT TT ISAMUEL, HUNTINGTPN; 
COI^ECilCyT, < WIU.I AM WILLI AMS,. 

t OLIVER WALGOTT, 

iWlIyLIAM FLOYD, 
PHILIP LIVINGSTON, 
FRANCIS j:>EWIS, 
L£;^yi§Mp^^. . . .::/ 

, RICHARD STOCKDON, 
JOI^N. WIX^ERSPOON, 
FRANCIS HOPklNSON, 
JOHN HART, ^ . ; 

ABRAHAM CLARK* - . ^ 

f ROBERT MORRIS, 
BENJAMIN, RUSH, 
BENJAMIN FRANKLIN, • 
JOHN MORTON, 

tffNNSYLVANIA. < george clymEr, 

I JAMES .SMITH, • - 
j GEORGE TAYLOR, 
t JAMES WILSON, 
I OpqRGg: SPSS, 
f CiESAR RODNEY, 
lGEpliGE,R£AD. 



NEW-YORK, 
NEW-JERSEY,' 



'•I • 



-> 



DELAWARE, 



MARYLAND, 



VIRGINIA, 



N. CAROLINA, 
S. CAROLINA, 



Ij 



45:50?.GIA, 

• 

• 



! SAMUEL CHASE- . 
-VilLiAAU PACA, 
THOMAS STONE, 
CHA, CARROLL, of Carolljwi, 
'. fdEOOGK KYTHE, 

i RICHARD HENRY LtEEf. 
f THOMaS jfcFFERSON, • 
J BENJAMm HARRISON; - . 
( THOMAS-NELSON,' iuri; ' ' "* 
j FRANCIS LIGHTFOOT OEi 
• tCARTER BRAXTON, 
f WtJLUAML HOOPER, 
•J JOSEPH HEWES, 
( JOHN PENN. 

{EDWARD RtTTLEDGE, ' 
THOMAS HAYWARD, juh. 
THOKiAS Lynch, jun. 
ARTHUR MIDDl»EtON". 
" C BUTTON GWINNETT, 
..-.^itYMAN HALL,. . ' 

(GEORGE WALTON. " 
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ARTICLES 

O F 
CONFEDERATION and PERPETUAL UNIOW 

BETWBBK THB STATB* OF 

NEW.HAMPSHIRE, MASSACHUSETTS-BAY, RHODE. 
ISLAND and PROVIDENCE PLANTATIOIOS, CON* 
NECTICUT, NEW.YORK, NEW-JERSEY, PENN- 
SYLVANIA, DELAWARE, MARYLAND, VIRGINIA. 
NORTH . CAROLINA, SOUTH • CAROLINA, tn4 
GEORGIA. 



T 



A R T I C i;^ E L 

HE ftile of this confederacy (hall be, 
*' United States of America/' 



ARTICLED. 

Each State retains its fovereignty, freedom^ 
ttnd independence, and every power, jurifdidion, 
and right, which is not by this confederation 
exprefsly delegated to the United States in Con«» 
grefs aflembled* 

ARTICLE m. 

The (aid States hereby feverally en ter into a firm 
league of friendihip with each other^ for tbdr 
common defence, the fecurity of their Ubcrtie$t 

aadL 



ARTICLES 6F confederation, u 

and their mutual and general welfare^ binding 
themfelves to aflift each other againft all forc<^ 
offered to» or attacks made upon theni, or any 
of them, on acpount of religion, fovereigntyt 
trade, or any other pretence whatever* 

A R T I C L E IV. 

The better to feeure and perpetuate mutual 
friendihip and intercourfe among the people of 
iChe diiFerent States in this union, the free in* 
liabitants of e^ch 6f thefe States, paupers, va« 
gabonda, and fugitives from juftice excepted,, 
^all be entitled to aU privileges and immu* 
nities of free citizens in thefeveral States; and 
the people of each State (hall have free in« 
grefs and regrefs to and from any other State; 
and (hall enjoy therein all the privileges of 
trade and commerce, fubjeft to the fame duties, 
impofitions, and re(tri&ions, as the inhabitants 
thereof refpcftivjly, provided that fuch reftric* 
' tions ihall not extend &> far as to prevent the 
removal of property imported into any State 
to any other State of which the owner is an 
inhabitant ; provided alfo that no impoiition 
4uties, pr reflridtion, (hall be laid by any State 
on the property of the United States, or either 
pf thepi, 

If 



- If any perlQAgutttyrof (fc chkcgBdrf^^ithlcrfe-, 

^««|e, ihall flfcr from juftiec^, and be. fp<iD^ ip 
^oy of th^ .Uwited States, jw.. ihall,. upoft Re- 
mand of .tfe^^overno^ m tm^i^xc p<)VF^9g 

the State from which he .fled, be delivered up 

?nd rem0«ed,ta. the State ;having "ji,riiai(Stiqn -of 
ius.offence. -. " ... 

-^W^/^^^^.^4^''^^*'^^l be given in eacj^ 
ofthefeStaj;es,tO the r;cpord(^ ^ds, and judicial 
Hroceeding8..pf . the courts., and ra^giftrates 9^ 
every other State. 

h .,: i —ARTICLE- V. • 

-.' F<»r :tiie .rabrfe convenierit management of 
th«gf«er^af3iterefts of the United States, dele, 
^tes ihall .be aanually appointed in- fuch-man- 
net. as theltgiflawre of each State flialldirea; 
lameet intGohgreis on the firft Monday in No- 
rember-of e^ryJ year, w|th a power referved 
to each Stqte . to. recal its delegates, or any of 
thfim, at any time within the year, and to fend 
oih&rs in thejr.ftead, for.the remainder of the 
war.. ^ 

iz. No State ihall be reprefented in Congrefs by 

•ld5:than .two^ nor more than feven, members j 

and no perfon fhall be capable of being a delbi 

^- gato 
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'^te for more thsfn thr6c years, in any term df 
tfix years; nor (hall any pcrfon, being a dele^ 
■gate, be cap^ible of holding. any office under'^d* 
United States, for which he, or any other for 
, his benefit, receives any fa:lary, fees?, or ^mdliK- 
B9cnt, of any kaid« ; " 

Each State (hall maintain its own delegate^ 
in a meeting of the States, and while they ad: 
Tas members of the committee of the States. ■ 

In determining queftions in the United Stat* 
in Congrefs alTembled, each State ihall have 
one vote. 

Freedonai of fpeech aad debate in Congrcfi 
ihall not be impeached or queftioned in any 
:c6uri or place oiit of Cobgrefs, and the mcnl- 
bers of Congrefs^ fhall be proteidted in their 
perfotis from ar ifefts and imprifontncnts dttring 
the tim-e of their going to and from and ati^ 
tendance on Congrefs, except for treafon, fc'- 
lony, or a breach oJ[ the;peitce. 

A R T I C L E VI. 

■.•••• - ^ » 

No State, without the coiifent of the United 

States in Congrefs affembled, ihall fend 'any 

. embafly to, or receive any embafly from, or 

enter into any conference, agreement, alliance, 

or treaty, with any King, Prince, or State ; nor 

3 V • . - "Ihah 
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ihall any perfon holding any ofHce of profit idt 
truft under the United Statesi or any of thenii 
accept of any prefent^ emolument^ office^ or 
jti^Ie, of any kind whatever, from any King, 
JPrince^ or foreign State } nor ihall the United 
States iUy Congrefs a&mbled, of any of them, 
grant any title of nobility. 

2. No two or more States ihall enter Into 
any treaty^ confederation, or alliance whatevdHt^^ 
between them, without the conient of the 
United States in Congrefs afTembledi fpecifying 
accurately the purpofes for which the fame is 
to be entered into, and how long it fhall con-> 
tinue^ 

3. No State fhall lay any Impofts or duties 
which may interfere with any ftipiilations in 
treaties entered into by the United States xil 
Congrefs affembled, with any King, Prince, or 
State, in purfuance of any treaties already prb^ 

pofed by Congrefs to the courts of France and 
Spain. 

4. No veilels of war ihall be kept up in tinK^ 
of peace by any State, except fuch number only 
as ihall be deemed neceifary by the United 
States in Congrefs afTcmblcd for the defence of 
fuch State, or its trade j nor ihall any body of 
forces be kept up by any State, in time of peaces 

except 
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except fttch number onlf u in die judgement 
of die United Sutes in Congrefs aflembled 
fliall be deemed reqoifite to garrifon the forte 
neceflary for the defenee of fuch State i but 
erery State ihall always keep up a well»regu]a« 
ted and difciplined militta^ fufficietitly armed 
and accoutred, and (hall provide and conilandy 
have ready for ufe, in public ftores, a due num*- 
ber of field •pieces and tents, and a proper 
quantity of arms, ammunidon, and camp 
equipage. 

5^ No State fhall engage in any war withottt 
die confent of the United States ii) Congrefs 
aflembled, unlefs fuch State be adually invaded 
by enemies, or (hall have received certain ad* 
vice of a reiblution being formed by feme na- 
tion of Indians to invade fuch State, and the 
danger is fo imminent as not to admit of a 
delay till the United States in Congrefs aflem- 
bled can be confulted : nor (hall any State 
grant commiflions to any (hips or veflHs of 
war, nor letters of marque or reprifal, except 
it be after a declaration of war by the United 
States in Congrefs a(rembled, and then only 
againft the Kingdom or State and the fubje£ts 
thereof againft which war has been fo declar- 
^ and under fuch reguladoos as (hall be efta- 

bliihed 
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*lifticd by the ilakcd St«td3 in Congnrfsjii^ 
Jfeiribkd^ unlefe fucb State bf lafcfte4 by pi- 
«ite5 1 in rwhich cxfe yeficls cf .war Jitoy be fit- 
Md Qut.for that. occa£on« and k^ptjcs long a$ 
4fae danger fhall continue, or until ibp Umtej 
ftrates in Congrefs affembled fhall deiertniae 
i(rtberwife. 

ARTICLE vir; 

When land forces are raifed by any State 
^f the tromnfton -defence, all o&ccts* o£ or un- 
der the rank of colonel Ihall be appointed by 
Itfie'legiflatare of each State refpeftively-. by 
««ADm fuch forces (hall be raifed, or in :fatf]| 
*mnner as fuch State (hall direcft, and all .va- 
cancies (hall be filled up by the State whicti 
Ififft made the appointment; *^ 

ARTICLE VIII. ' ' ' *^ 

All charges of war, and all other expences 

that fhall he incurred for the common defence 

« ■ ' • ■* 

or general welfare, and allowed by the United 

.States in Congrefs aflfembled, fliall be defrayed 

.out of a common treafurv, which fliall be fup- 

jJied by thfe leveral States, In proportion to 

the value of all land within each State, granted 

to or furyeyed for any perfon, as fuch land aT>d 

* » . . • 

the buildings and improvements thereon fhall 
be eftunatcd, according to fuch mode' as tire 

United 
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United States in Congrefs aflemblcd fliall from 
time to time diredt and appoint. The taxes 
for paying that proportion fhall be laid and 
levied by the authority arid diredion of the 
legiflatures of the feveral States within the 
time agreed upon by the United States in Coa* 
grefs affembled. 

ARTICLE IX. 

The United States in Congrefs affembled 
fcall have the fole and exclufive right and pow- 
er of determining on peace and war, except 
in the cafes mentioned in the £xth article ; 
of fending and receiving Ambafladors ; enter- 
ing into treaties and alliances, provided that no 

treaty of commerce fhall be made^ whereby 
the legiilative power of the refpcdive States 
ihall be retrained from impoiing fuch im- 
pofts and duties on foreigners, as their own 
people are fubjedtcd to, or from prohibiting 
the exportation or importation of any fpecies 
of gioods or commodities whatfoever : of cfta- 
bliihing rules for deciding in all cafes, what 
captures on land or water {hall be legal, and 
in what manner prizes taken by land or naval 
forces in the fervice of the United States (hall 
be divided or appropriated ; of granting letters 

C of 
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of marque and reprifal in times of peace j 
appointing courts for the trial of piracies and 
felonies committed on the high feas ; and efta- 
blifhing courts for receiving and determining 
finally appeals in all cafes of captures, provided 
thut no member of Congrefs fhall be appointed 
a judge of any of the faid courts. 

2. The United States in Congrefs aflembled 
fhall alfo be the laft refort on appeal in all dif- 
putes and differences now fubfifting, or that 
hereafter may arife, between two or more States 
concerning boundary, jurifdJdlion, or arty other 
caufe whatever ; which authority (hall always 
be cxercifed in the manner following:— 
Whenever the legiflative or executive authori- 
ty or lawful agent of any State in controveffy 
with another, fhall prefent a petition to Con- 
grefs, flating the matter in queilion, and pray- 
ing for a hearing, notice thereof fhall be given 
by order of Congrefs to the legiflative or exe- 
cutive authority of the other State in contro- 
verfy, and a day affigned for the appearance of 
the parties by their lawful agents, who (hall 
then be direcflfed to appoint by joint confent 
Commiffioners or Judges to conftitute a court 
for hearing and determining the matter in quef- 

tion i 
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tion; butif they cannot agree, Congrefs fhall 
name three perfons out of each of the Unitc4 
States, and from the lift of fuch perfons each 
party (hall alternately ftrike out one, the 
petitioners beginning, until the number fhall be 
reduced to thirteen ; and from that number 
not lefs than feven nor more than nine names, 
as Congrefs (hall direct, fhall in the prefence 
of Congrefs be drawn out by lot ; and the per- 
fons whofe names (hall be fo drawn, or any five 
of them, (hall be Commiflioners or Judges, 
to hear and finally determine the controverfy, 
fo always as a major part of the Judges, who 
(hall hear the caufe, (hall agree in the determi- 
nation : and if cither party (hall negled to attend 
at the day appointed, without (hewing reafons 
which Congrefs (hall judge fufEcient, or being 
prcfcnt (hall refufe to ftrike, the Congrefs (hall 
proceed to nominate three perfons out of each 
State, and the Secretary of Congrefs fliall ftrike 
in behalf of fuch party abfent or refufing; 
and the jiadgment and fentence of the court to 
be appointed in the manner before prefcribed, 
(hall be final and conclufive : and if any of the 
parties (hall refufe to fubmit to the authority 
of fuch court, or to appear or defend their claim 
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or caufc, the court fliall nevcrthelcfs proceed to 
pronounce fentence, or judgment, which fliall 
in like manner be final and decifive ; the judg- 
ment or fentence and other proceedings being 
in either cafe tranfmitted to Congrefs, and lodg- 
ed among the a6ts of Congrefs, for the fecuri- 
ty of the parties concerned : provided, that 
every Commiffioner, before he fits in judgment, 
fliall take an oath, to be adminiftered by one of 
the Judges of the fupreme or fuperior court of 
the State where the caufe fliall be tried, " well. 
and truly to hear and determine the matter in 
queftion, according to the beftof his judgement, 
without favour, ajEFedion, or hope of reward :" 
provided alfo, that no State fliall be deprived of 
territory for the benefit of the United States. 

3. All controverfies concerning the private, 
right of foil claimed under different grants of 
two or more States, whofe jurifdiftions, as they 
may refpeft fuch lands, and the States which 
pafied fuch grants, are adjufted; the faid" 
grants, or cither of them, being at the fame 
time cldmcd to have originated antecedent to 
fuch feitlement of jurifdidtion -, fliall on the peti- • 
tion of either party to the Congrefs of the United 
States, be finally determined, as near as may be, 
in the fame manner as is before prefcribed for 

deciding 
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deciding difputes refpcdiiig territorial jurifdic- 
tion between different States, 

4. The United States in Congrcfs aflembled 

fliall alfo have the fole and exclufive right and 
power of regulating the alloy and value of coia 

ftruck by their own authority, or by that of the 
relpe£live States ; fixing the flandard of 
weights and meafures throughout the United 
States J regulating the trade and managing all 
affairs with the Indians, not members of any of 
the States, provided that the legiflativc right of 
any State within its own limits be not infringed 
or violated ; eflablifhing and regulating pofl- 
ofEces from one State to another, throughout 
all the United. States, andcxai9:ing fpch poflagc 
on the papers pafling through the fame, as 
may be requifite to defray the expences of the 
faid office ; appointing all officers of the land 
forces in the fervice of the United States, ex- 
cepting regimental officers ; appointing all the 
officers of the naval forces, and commiffion- 
iDg all officers whatever in the fervice of the 
United States ; making rules for the' govern- 
ment and regulation of the faid land and naval 
forces, and direfting their operations, 

C 3 5, The 
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5. The United States in Congrcfs affembled 
/hall have authority to appoint a committee, 
to fit in the recefs of Congrefs, to be denomi- 
nated,' ji Committee of the States^ and to con-* 
fift of one delegate from each State i and to 
appoint fuch other committees and civil officers 
as may be neceflary for managing the general 
affairs of the United States under their direc* 
tion i to appoint one of their number to pre-^ 
fide, provided that no perfon be allowed to 
ferve in tiie office of Prefident more than one 
year in any term of three years 5 to afcertain 
the neceffary fums of money to be raifed for 
the fervice of the United States, and to appro* 
priate and apply the fame for defraying the 
public expences ; to borrow money or emit 
bills on the credit of the United States, tranf- 
mitting every half year to the refpe<5tive States 
an account of the fums of money fo borrowed 
or emitted ; to build and equip a navy j to a - 
gree upon the number of land forces, and to 
make requifitions from each State for its quote, 
in proportion to the number of white inhabi-^ 
tants in fuch State, which requifition (hall be 
binding ji and thereupon the legiflature of each 
State fh^U appoint the regimental officers, raife 

the 
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the men^ and cloath, arm, and equip them in 
a foldicr-likc manner, at the expcnce of the 
United States; and the officers and men fa 
cloathed, armed, and equipped, fliall march to 
the place appointed, and within the time agreed 
on by the United States in Congrcfs ajflembled. 
But if the United States in Congrefs aflcrabled 
fliall, on confideration of circumflances» j udge 
proper that any State fliould not raife men, or 
(hould raifc a fmaller number than its quota^ 
and that any other State ihould raiie a greater 
number of men than the quota thereof, fuch 
extra number (hall be raifed, officered, cloathed^ 
armed, and equipped in the fame manner as th^ 
quota of fach State, unlefs the legislature of 
fuch State ihall judge that fuch extra number 
cannot be fafely fpared out of the fame; in which 
cafe they fhall raife, officer, cloath, arm, . jand 
equip, as many of fuch extra number as they 
judge can be fafely fpared j and the officers and 
men fo cloathed, armed, and equipped, ihall 
march to the place appointed, and within the 
time agreed on by the United States in Con-^ 
grds afiembled. 

6, The United States in Congrefs affembled 
{h%\\ never engage in a war, nor grant letters 
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of marque and reprifal in time of peace, nor 
enter into any treaties or alliances, nor coin 
money, nor regulate the value thereof, nor af- 
certain the fums and expences neceffary for 
the defence and welfare of the United States, 
or any of them, nor emit bills, nor borrow 
money on the credit of the United States, 
nor appropriate money, nor agree upon the 
number of veflels of war to be built or pur- 
cbafed, or the number of land or fea forces to 
be raifed, nor appoint a Commander in Chief 
of the army or navy, unlefs nine States aflent 
to the fame : nor fhall a queftion on any other 
point, except for adjourning frorh day to day, 
be determined, unlefs by the votes of a majo- 
rity of the United States in Congrefs affem-^ 
bled. 

7. The Congrefs of the United States {hall 
have power to adjourn to any time within the 
year, and to any place within the United 
States, fo that no period of adjournment be for 
a longer duration than the fpace of fix months, 
and fhall publifh the journal of their proceed- 
ings monthly, except fuch parts thereof relat- 
ing to treaties, alliances, or military operations, 
as in their judgement require fecrecy ; and the 
yeas and nays of the delegates of each State on 

any 
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any queftion fhall be entered on the journal, 
when it is defired by any delegate ; and "the 
delegates of a State, or any of them, at his or 
their requefl: ihall be furnifhed with a tran- 
fcript of the faid journal, except fuch parts as 
are above excepted, to lay before the legillaturcs 
of the feveral States. 

ARTICLE X. 

The Committee of the States, or any nine of 
them, fhall be authorized, to execute, in the 
recefs of Congrefs, fuch of the powers of Con- 
grefs as the United States in Congrefs aflem- 
bled, by the confent of nine States, (hall from 
time to time think expedient to veft them with; 
provided that no power be delegated to the 
faid Committee, for the exercife of which, by 
the articles of confederation, the voice of nine 
States, in the Congrefs of the United States 
affembled, is requifite. 

ARTICLE XL 

Canada acceding to this confederation, and 
joining in the meafures of the United States, 
(hall be admitted into, and entitled to all the 
advantages of this union : but no other colony 
(hall be admitted into the fame, unlefs fuch ad- 
miffion be agreed to by nine States, 

A R. 
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ARTICLE XII. 

All bills of credit emitted, monies borrowed, 
and debts contraftcd by, or under the autho- 
rity of Congrefs, before the aflembling of the 
United States, in purfuancc of the prefent eon- 
federation, fhall be deemed and confidered as a 
charge againft the United States, for payment 
and fatisfaftion whereof the faid United States 
and the public faith arc hereby folemnly 
pledged. 

ARTICLE XIII. 

Every State (hall abide by the determinations 
of the United States in Congrefs aflcmbled, 
on all queftions which by this confederation 
are fubmitted to them. And the articles of 
this confederation fhall be inviolably obfcrvcd 
by every State, and the.union (hall be perpetual ; 
nor fhall any alteration at any time hereafter 
be made in any of them, unlefs fuch alteration 
be agreed to in a Congrpfs of the United States, 
and be afterwards confirmed by the legiflaturcs 
of every State. 

And whereas it hath pleafed the Great Governor 
of the World to incline the hearts of the le- 
giflaturcs we refpcdlively reprefent in Con- 
grefs, 
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grefe, to approve of, and to authorife us to ' 
ratify the faid articles of confederation and 
perpetual union : Know ye, that wc, the 
underfigned Delegates, by virtue of the 
power and authority to us given for that 
purpofe, do, by thefe prefents, in the name 
and behalf of our rcfpedlive conftituents, • 
fully and entirely ratify and confirm each and 
every of the faid articles of confederation and 
perpetual union, and all and lingular the 
matters and things therein contained. And 
we do further folemnly plight and engage 
the faith of our refpedive conftituents, that 
they {hall abide by the determinations of the 
United States in Congrefs aflembled, on all 
queftions which by the faid confederation 
are fubmitted to them ; and that the articles 
thereof fhall be inviolably obferved by the 
States we refpedtively reprefent ; and that 
the union fhall be perpetual. . In witnels 
whereof, we have hereunto fet our hands^ in 
Congrefs. 

J) ONE at Philadelphia, in the State of 

Pennfylvania, the ^th day of July, in the 

year of our Lord 1778, and in the third 

year of the Independence g/' America. 

The 
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The aforefaid articles of confederation were 
finally ratified on the firft day of March 178 1 ^ 
the State of Maryland having, by their Mem- 
bers in Congrcfs> on that day acceded there- 
to, and completed the fame. 



KEW-HAMP. 
SHIRE, 



MASSACHUSETTS 
BAY, 



RHODE- ISLAND, 

&c. 



JOSlAH BARTLETT, 
JOHN WENTWORTH, jus- 

rjOHN HANCOCK, 
i SAMUEL ADAMS, 
J ELBRIDGE GERRY. 
I FRANCIS DANA, 
JAMES LOVELL, 
LSAMUEL HOLTEN. 

r WILLIAM ELLERY. 
< HENRY MERCHANT, 
t JOHN COLLINS. 

f ROGER SHERMAN, 

I SAMUEL HUNTINGTON, 

OLIVER WALCOTT, 

TITUS OSMER, 
LANDREW ADAMS. 

JAMES DUANE, 
FRANCIS LEWIS, 
WILLIAM DUER, 
I GOVERNEUR MORRIS. 

5 JOHN WITHERSPOON, 
I NATHANIEL SCUDDER. 

r ROBERT MORRIS, 

] DANIEL ROBERDEAU, 

PENNSYLVANIA, < JONATHAN bayard SMITH 

1 WILLIAM CLINGAM, 
LJOSEPH REED. 



CONNECTICUT, 



1 



NEW-YORK, 
NEW-JERSEY, 



. • 



DELAWARE, 
MARYLAND, 



f THOMAS M'KEAN, 
i JOHN DICKENSON, 
i NICHOLAS VANDYKE, 

J JOHN HANSON, 
i DANIEL CARROLL. 
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VIRGINIA, 



N. CAROLINA, 



S. CAROLINA, 



GEORGIA, 



fRICHARD HENRY LEE, 
I JOHN BANISTER, 
^ THOMAS ADAMS, 
I JOHN HARVEY, 
tFRANCIS LIGHTFOOT LEE, 

f JOHN PENN, 

i CORNELIUS HARNETT, 

I JOHN WILLIAMS. 

{HENRY LAURENS, 
WILL, HENRY DRAYTON, 
JOHN MATTHEWS, 
RICHARD HUTSON, 
THOMAS HEYWARD, jun. 

f JOHN WALTON. 
i EDWARD TELFAIR, 
(EDWARD LONGWORTHY* 
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COLLECTION 

OP THE 

CONSTITUTIONS 

OF THE 

THIRTEEN 
'UNITED STATES, &c. 



NEW-HAMPSHIRE. 

/« C O N G R E S S, tf/ Exeter, Jan. 5, 1776. 

TT TE, the Members of the Congrefs of the 
V V colony of New-Hampfhire, chofen and 
appointed by the free fuffrages of the people of 
faid colony, and authorized and impowered by 
thenfi to meet together, and ufe fuch means, 
and purfue fuch meafures, as we fhall judge 
beft for <he public good ; and. in particular to 
eftablifli fome form of government, provided 
that meafurc fhould be recommended by the 
Continental Congrefs ; and a recommendation 
to that purpofe having been tranfmitfed to us 

frora 
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from the faid Congrefs ; have taken into our 
fcrious confid^ration the unhappy circum- . 
ftanccs in which this colony is involved, by 
means of many grievous andbppreffive Adsof the 
Britifti Parliament, depriving us of our native 
and conftitutional rights and privileges ; to en- 
force obedience to which Adls, a powerful fleet 
and army have bceh fent into this country by 
the Miniftry of Great-Britain, who have exer- 
cifed a wanton and cruel abufe of their power, 
in deftroying the lives and properties of the 
colonifts, in many places, with fire and fword, 
taking the fhips and lading from many of the 
honefl and induflrious inhabitants of this co- 
lony, employed in commerce, agreeable to the 
laws'^and cuftoms a long time ufedhere : 

The fudden and abrupt departure of his Ex- 
cellency John Wentworth, Efq. our late Go- 
vernor, and feveral of the Council, leaving us 
deftitute of legiflation ; and no executive courts 
being open to punifli criminal offenders, where- 
by the lives and properties of the honeft people 
of this colony are liable to the machinations 
and evil defigns of wicked men : 

Therefore, for the prefervation of peace and 

good 
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,good order, and for the fccurity of the lives 
and properties of the inhabitants of. this, colony^ 
we conceive ourfelvcs reduced to the neceflity: 
of cftablifliing a Form of Government, to con^ 
tinue during the prefent unhappy and unna- 
tural conteft with Great-Britain; protefting 
and declaring, that we never fought to throw 
oiFour dependence upon Great-Britain, but 
felt ourfelves happy under her protedtion, while 
we could enjoy our conftitutional rights and, 
privileges ; and that we fhall rejoice, if fuch 
a reconciliation between us and our Parent 
State can be efFeded as fhall be approved by. 

, ■ 4 

the Continental Congrefs, in vvhofc prudence 
and wifdom we confide. 

Accordingly, purfuant to the truft repgfed 
in us, we do Refolve, That this Congrefs affumc 
the name, power, and authority, of a Houfeof 
Reprefentatives or Aflcmbly for the colony of 
New-Hamp{hire; and that the faidHouie.thea. 
proceed to chufe twelve perfons, beting repu jc 
table freeholders and inhabitants within thi$ 
colony, in the following manner, viz. five in 
the county of Rockingham, two in the county^ 
of Strafford, two in the county of Hiliborough^ 

two 
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t#o in; the couii^ of Cheihire^ and one in the 
crontjr of Graftodt td be a diftind and feparatc 
hranchrtof the legifiature^ by the name of a 
Council for this colony, to continue as fuch ' 
uittil the third Wednefday in December next > 
any feven df y^&tn Co be a Qgorum to do 
bufincfel 

That fuch Council appoint theii- Prefidet^ > 
and in his abfence, that the fcnior Councillof 
prefide. 

That a Secretary %c appointed by both 
branches, who may be Councillor, or other** 
wife,, a^ they, f^all choofe* 

That no aft or -rcfolve be valid, and put into 
execution, unlefs agreed to and paiTed by both 
branches of t;he IcgiflaturcA 

That all public officers f^r the faid Colony^ 
and each catw)ty, for the current year, be ap- 
pdnkd \fj l(bo Council and /iSkmhlys except 
the'ftferal'derks 'of the executive courts, vrhq 
fliidl h& appotnted by the Jultices of the re- 
%eSive convts.. 

That all bills, rielbivcS, or Votes for i^iiing, 
letting, and eoUe€liiig liMney, originate io ths 
Honfb of jkeprefentatives^ 

D Thal( 



34 CONStitUTlONOt' NEW-ftAMfSHIREi- ' 

That at artf fcflions of-tlx6 Council ^ittdr* 
Aflembly, rieitber bfanch (haltad^oufn for any * 
ISnger time than from Satiirddy .till the next ! 
Mbhday, without coiifenf oE the- cither. 
. And it is further refoIved> That if the ^r 
feht unhappy difpute with Crcafr Britain (hould . 
continue longer than this prefcftt year, and the; 
Contihfental Congrefs give no . inftrudlions or 

diresSipns to the contrary, the Council be 

- . . ... 

chofcn by the people of each refpcdivc county, 
ijti:fuch rpanner asthe Council and Houfe of ' 
Rcprefentatives ihall ofder^ ^ . 

That general and field officers of the niiKtia,' 
on any vaqancy,^ be appointcdby the twoHotJfe's, 
a|id ^U inferior officers be chofen by the re- 
Ipeclive companies. ' 

That all officers of the army Be appointed^ 
by^'the two Houfcs, except' they fboiild div6& 
otherwifc in cafe of any emergency. '' ^ \,^ i,.^. 
' That all civil officers for thi colbny Indibrr 
ifith county be appointed, and the time of tji^ 
continuance in office be dcterminqd, by^iliet 
two Houfes, except clerks, and county trea4 

furers, and recorders of deeds. 

That a treafurcr, and. a recorder of dccdst foij 

each county be annually chofen by the peoplo 
of each county jefpedtively j the votes for fuch 

officers 
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officers to be returiied to the rcfp^dtlve courts 
of general (bflions of tfee pofteein the county 
there to be afccrtained, as the Council and Af- 
fcmbly fKall bereaftef direft. 

That precepts, in the name of the Council 
and Aflembly, figped . by the Preiidcat of the 
Council and Speakcf .of the Houfe of Repre- 
fcptative^^ fhall iffue annually, at or before the 
firft day of November, for the choice of a 
Council^and Houfe of Repref?ntatiycs, to be 
retumedby the third Wednefday in December 
then next enfuing, in fuch ' manner as the 
Council and Aiiembly fhall hereafter prefcribe. 

Jn the House g/*REPftESENTATiVEs, Sept. ij), 

:i776* 
Voted and Refohed, 

THAT as aiiy new towns or fettle- 
ments ip this State fhall increafe in their num- 
ber of inhabitants from year to year, or frorji 
time to time, precepts fhall ifTue for their fendr 
jmg Delegate^ to Council and AfTembly, fo as 
to be fujly, reprefented, according to their num- 
bers, proportionable with bther parts of the State, 

Sent up for concurrence, P. WHITE, Speaker. 

In CoUN(piL, Eodem Die. 
Read and concurred, E. THOMPSON, 5^r; 
. Copy examined ^Qt E. THO]\$PSON, Sec. 
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CONSTITUTION, 

y 

F R A M E OF G O V E R N M'K r^ T, 

" AGREED UPON BY THE DELEGATES OF THE 
PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MASSAGHl^- 
SETTS-BAY, IN CONVENTION, BEGUN AND 
HELD AT CAMBRIDGE^ ON THE FIRST QF 
■ SEPTEMBER, 1779, AND CONTINUED BV 
-; ADJOURNMENTS TO THE SECONB OF 
MARCH, 1780. 

PRBAMBLfe. 

• •■'"■ 

THE epd of the inftitution, maiote^nce 
and adminiftration of government is 
to fecure the exiftcnce of the body-politic, 
to protedt it, and to furnifli the individuals 
-\vhb compofe it, with the power of enjoying;, 
iin fafety and tranquility, their natural rights, 
•and the bleffings of life: and whenever thefc 
great objcds are not obtained, the people have 
ft right to alter the government, and to take 

•meafures neceffary for their fafety, profperity 
«nd happinefs. ; 

The body-politic is formed by a voluntary 
aflbciation of individuals ; it is a focial com- 

paa. 



CONSTITUTION OF MASSACHUSETTS. 37 

pa£l, by which the whole people covenants with 
each citizen, and each citizen with the whole 
people, that all fhall be governed by certain 
laws for the common good, ft is rfie duty of 
the people, therefore, in framing a Conftitu- 
tion of Government, to provide for an equita- 
ble mode of making laws, as well as for an 
impfartiat interpf^tatkm and 1 faithful execu- 
tion of thetil, that every mm may, at all 
times> find his fecufity in them. 

We, therefore, the people of Maflachufetts,^ 
acknowledging with grateful hearts • the good- 
nefs of the Great Legiflatbr of the IJm^erfe, 
in affording us, in the courfe of his pro- 
vidence, an opportunity, deliberately and 
peaceably, without frauds violence, or fur- 
prize, of entering into art origtnil'/ explicit; 
and folemn compadt with iach other ; and of 
forming a new Conftitationof Civil Govern- 
ment for ourfelvcs aridpofterity; and devout- 
ly imploring his direcJfibil in fp intereftihg a 
defign, DO agree' upon'i ordain, and eftablifh, 
the following Declaration of Rights; 
AND Frame of Government^ as^th^ Coh* 

STITUTION of THS GoMMQNWEALTH OF 

Massachusetts. 
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DECLARATION op RIGHTS 

O't T H B 

INHABITANTS OP THE COMMONWEALTH 

OF MASSACHUSETTS, 

4 

I. ALL men arc bom free and eqttal, and 
have certain natural, eflcntial^ and unalienable 
rights; among which may be reckoned the 
right of enjoying and defending their lives and 
liberties ; that of acquiring, poflefling, and 
protecting property ; in fine, that of feeking 
and obtaining their fafety and happinefs. 

n. It is the right as well as the duty of all 
rhen in fociety, publicly, and at ftated feafons» 
to worftjip the Supreme Being, the great Crea- 
tor and Prcferver of the Univerfe. And no 
fubjc(St {hall be hurt, molefled, or reftrained 
in his perfon, liberty, or eftate, for worfliip- 
ping God in the manner and feafon moft agree- 
able to the diftates of his own confcience ; or 
for his religious prqfeflion or fentiments ; pro^ 
vidcd be, doth, not difturb the public peace, 
or obftruft others in their religious worfljip. 

III« As the happinefs of a people, and the 

good 
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gded order and prefcrvationuf civil ^govern- 
ment, cflcntially depend upon piety, religion, 
and morality ; a(nd as thefe cannot be generally 
diffufed through a commufiity, but by the in.-i 
Aitution of the public worfhip of God^.and 
of public inftrudlioBa in. piety, :,reiig|op .^nd 
morality ; therefore, -to -proinpte their hap- 
pinefs, and to fecurc the good order and pre- 
iervation of their government, the people of 
this Cpmmomvealth. have a right to inveft their 
kgidature wiA ppwer to^^uthorife and require, 
aod the Ugi^^ure (hall, from time tq time, 
tu$hpnf9 and require the feveral towns, pa«> 
riftcs^, pEffpiniSbs, apd other bodies politic, or 
religiqus ibcieties, ,to make fuitable provifion^ 
at their own expepQe, for the inftitution q£ the 
public . worihip pf, God, and for the fuppor^ 
and maintenance of public Proteftant teachers 
of piety* religion, ^and morality, in all cafes 
where fufh provifiQn (hall not be madp vo- 
luntarily» 

Aad the people of tl^is Commonwealth have 

♦ 

alfb a right tp, aqd do, invef): their legislature 
with authority to enjoin upon all the fubjeft's, 
aaatte(i4aace upon the inflrudions oCthe pub- 
lic teachers a?, aforefaid, at ftated times and 
^af9^s, if there be any on whofe ihftruftions 

D 4 <^^7 
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they csmrCQnfcitiUioiiily 'ao4 Convmiently at^^ 
tend. 

Pro?^ed iiotwithftandmg» that the feveni 
towns^ pariflies, precindg, and other' bodie8«i<^ 
^oiitiCf 6r religious focieti^s, fhill, at all 
times, have the exclusive right of ele£Ungthdr 
public teachers, and of 'Codtrading with tfaeni 
for their fiippbrt and maintenance. 

And ill ihoQie^ paid by the fubjeA to thtt 
fupport of public worlhip, and of thfi pUbiiQ 
teachers aforefaid, ihall, if he rehire it^ ba 
unifortply applied to the fuppoft df the ]pdA(«^ 
lie teacher or teachers 6f his b*^n refigtoufe-ftft 
or deftoraination, provided there be (any- ^if 
whofe inftrudliohs he attends j ' otherwife it may* 
be paid towards the fupport of the ^tfeachcr or 
teachers of the parifh or preciiiifil in which thb 
faid monies are raifed. * ' *•:.■. 

And every denomination of Ghriftiansf 'de- 
meaning themfelves peaceably, and as good 
futyefts of the Commonwealth, fhall be equals 
iy under the protection of the law; and no 
fubordination of any one feft or denomination 
to another fliall ever be feftabli'lhed by law. 
, IV. The people of this Cornnionwealtfr have 

ihc.fple and cxclufive riaht of governing them- 

'felves 
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jfeires ts % Fiy^, Soverejgn^ o^d Independent 
State; and do^ and for ever hereafter HaalU 
csDercife asd enjoy every power, jariiicli<3ion, 
and tight> whieh is not> or may not hereafter^ 
be by thraa^exprefly delegated to the United 
. States of Aaierica» in Congrefs aiTembled. 
y < All power refiding originally in the peo- 
ple, and being derived from them, the feveral 
magiftrate^ and officers of government, veiled 
Wi& att^rity, whether legifktive, executive, 
or judicial, are their fufoflitutes and agents, 
and are at all time$ accountable to them. 
' VI. No man, or corporatipn, or aflbciation of 

men, have any other title to obtain advan- 
tages, or particular and exclufive privilege^, 
diiiiinA from tbofe of the community, than 
what ari&s from the confidcration of fervices 
rendered to the public ; and this title being ia 
nature neither hereditary nof tranfmiiUble to 
(children, or d^fcendants, or relations by blood, 
the idea of a man born a magiflrate, lawgiver, 
or judge, isabfiird and unnatural, 

VIL Government is inftituted for the com-? 
mon goods for the protedlion, fafety, prol^ 
psrity> and happiaefs of the people; and 
not for the profit, honour, or private intereft 

of 
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of any one man, family, or claft of men z 
therefore, the people alone have an incontcf- 
tible, unalienable, and indefealible right to in« 
ftitute government; and to reform,, alter, or 
totally change the fame, when their protec- 
tion, fafety, profperity, andJ happFnefs re-^ 
quire it. • . ^ ' '• . . 

VIII. la order to prevent thofe who ^u;^ 
vcfted with authority from becoming oppref- 
fors, the people have a right, jit fqch periods, 
and in fuch manner as they ih^U efiabliifa by 
their Frame of Government, to caufe their 
public officers to return to private life ; and t6 

fill up vacant places by certain • and - regular 
clcdlions and appointments. , • 

IX. All elections ought to bd free, and all 
the inhabitants of this Commonwealth, having 
fuch qualifications as- they fhall eftablifh by 
their Frame of Government, have 'an equal 
right to eledt officers, and to beejeded^for 
public employments. 

X. Each individual of the fociety has a right 
to be protedted by it, in the enjoyment of his 
life, liberty, and property, according to-ftand- 
ing laws. He is obliged, confcqiieijtly, to 
contribute his (hare to the expence , of this 

protedtion ; 
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protection ) to give his perfonal fervice, or an 
equivalent, when neceflary : but ' no part of 
^e property of any individual can, vritb jul^ 
tice, be taken from him, or applied to public 
ufes, withbut his own confent or that of the 
reprefentative body of the people: in finCr 
the people of this Commonwealth are notcon- 
troulable by any other laws than thbfe to 
which their conftitutional reprefentative body 
have given their confent. And whenever the 
public exi^ncies require that the property of 
any individual fliould be appropriated to pub- 
lic ufes, he Ihall receive a reafonable compcn- 
fation therefor. 

XI. Every fubjea of the Commonwealth 
ought to find a certain remedy, by having re- 
courfe to the laws for all injuries or wrong* 
which he may receive in his perfon, property 
or character. He ought to obtain right and 
juftice freely, and without being obliged to 
purchafe it j compleatly, and without any de- 
nial; promptly, and without delay j conform- 
ably to the laws. 

XII. No fubjea (hall beheld to anfwer for 
any crime or offence, until the fame n fully and 
plainly, fubftantially and formally, defcribed 



X 
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to him I or be compelled to accufc, or furnifli 
evidence againft himfelf. And every fubjcdt 
ihall have a right to produce all proofs that 
may be fatourable to him ; to meet thd wit- 
iicffes againft him face to face, and to be fully 
heard in his defence by himfelf or his coun- 
iel, at his eledion. And no fubje<ft fhall be 
arreted, imprifoned, dcfpoiled, or deprived of 
bis property, inmiunities, or privileges, put 
out of the protcdion of the law, exiled, or 
deprived of his life, liberty, or cilate, but by 
the judgment of his peers, or the law of the 
land. 

And the leglflature (hall not make any law* 
that fhall fubjcft any pcrfon to a capital or in- 
famous puniihment, excepting for the govern- 
iBcnt of the army and navy, without trial by 
jury. 

XIII. In criminal profecutions, the verifi-f 
cation of fadts in the vicinity where they hap- 
pen, is one of the greateft Securities of the 
life, liberty and property of the citizen. 

XIV. Every fubjeft has a right to be fecure 
from all unreafonaWe fcarches, and fei2;ures, of 
his perfon, his houfesi his papers, and all his 
poflfeflioiis. All warrants, therefore, arc con- 
trary 
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trary to this right, if the caufe or foundation 
of them be not previoufly fupportcd by. oath 
or affirmation ; and if the order in a war- 
rant to a civil officer, to make fearch in all 
fufpefted places, or to arreft one or more fuf- 

ped:ed perfons, or to feize their property, be 
not accompanied with a fpecial deiigqatibn of 
the perfons or objects of fearch, arreft, or 
feizure 5 and no warrant ought to be ifiiied, 
but. in cafes and with the formalities prefcribed 

by the laws. 

XV. In all controvcrfies concerning proper- 
ty, and in all fuits between two or more perfons, 
except in cafes in which it has heretofore been 
otherways ufed and pra(iifed, the parties hav« . 
a right to a, trial by a jury ; and this method of 

procedure ihall be held facred, unlefs, in 
caufes ariiing on the high feas, and fuch as re- 
late to inarincrs wage©, the legiflature fliall 
hereafter find it necejflary to alter it. 

XVI. The liberty of the prefs is effential 
to the fecurity of freedom in a State ; it ought 
not, therefore, to be r«fl:rained in this Com- * 
men wealth. 

XVII- The people havea right to keepand to 
beararms for the comnioa defence. Andasintime 

of 
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of peace armies are dangerous to liberty, they 
ought not to be maintained without the con*- 
fcnt of the legiflature ; and the military power 
ihall always be held in exad fubordinationto 
the civil authority, and be governed by it. 

XVIII. A frequent recurrence to the funda- 
mental principles of the conftitution, and aeon- 
ilant adherence to thofe of piety, juftice, mode- 
ration, temperance, induftry, and frugality, are 
abfolutely neceffaVy to preferve the advantages 
of liberty, and to maintain a free government. 
The people ought, confequcntly, to have a par- 
ticular attention to ?11 thofe principles, in the 
choice of their officers and reprefentatives : 
and they have a right to require of their law- 
givers and magiflrates, an exadt and conftant 
obfervance of them, in the formation and exe- 
cution of all laws neceffary for the good admi- 
niftration of the Commonwealth. 

XIX. The people have a right, in an orderly 
■ and peaceable manner, to aflemble to confult 

upon the common good ; give inftrudlions to 

' their Reprefentatives y and to requeft of the 

Jiegiflativebody, by the way of addreifes, petitions 

or remonftrances, redrefs of the wrongs done 

them, and of the grievance^ they fuffer. 

XX. The 
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iXX;; The power of fufpendiDg the laws, or 
the execution of the laws, ought never to be- 
CKcrcifed but by the legiflature, or by authority 
derived from ity to be exercifed in fuch par«- 
ticular cafes only as the legiilature fhall ^x- 
prefly provide for. 

. XXL The.freedom of deliberation, fpeech^ 
aadL;dH)^e» in either Houfe of tbeJLegiilature,xs 
fo eflential to the rights of the people, that it 
cam^ bci the foundation of any accufation or 
prc^tiiition, adion or con) plaint,^ in any 
Qth€T:Cfturt .or. place what foe ven 

XXn« The Icgiflaturc ought frequently to 
iflemble for theredrefs of grievances, for cor- 
recting, ftrengthening, and confirming the 
l^ws^ and for making new laws, as the com- 
mon good may require. 

}CXIIL No fubfidy, charge, tax, impoft, 
or duties, ought to be eftablifhed, fixed, laid> 
9r levied, under any pretext whatfoever, with- 
out the confent of the people, or their repre- 
fbntativcs in the legiflature. 

XXIV., Laws made to punifli for adions 
dpne before the exiftence of fuch laws, and 
which have not been declared crimes by pre- 
ceding laws, are unjuft, oppreffive, and i«r 

confiilcnt 
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f 

coniiflent with the fuadamcntal principUs of 
a free government. 

XXV 4 No fubjcft ought, in any cafe, or 
in any time, to be declared guilty of treafon 
or felony by the legiflaturc. 

XXVI. No magiftrate or court of law ihalL 

demand exceflive bail or fureties^ impofe 
exceflive £nest or inAiQ: cruel or unufual pa^- 
nifhments. 

XXVIL In time of peace, no SMist 

ought to be quartered in any houfe wtthout 
the confent of the owners and in time of 
war, fuck quarters ought not to be m^e but 
by the civil magiftrate, in a manner ordained 
by the legiflature. 

XXVIII. No perfon can in any cafe be 
fubjedlcd to law-martial, or to any peHaltidi 
or pains by virtue of that law; except thofe 
employed in the army or navy, and except thii 
militia in adual fervice, but by authority' iof 
the Jcgiflature. 

XXIX. It is eflential to the prefcrvatbn of 
the rights of every individual, his life, liberty, 
property, and charafter, that there be an im* 
partial interpretation of the laws, and ad-* 
miniftration of juftice. It is the right of every 

citizen 
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citizen to bQ tried by Judges as free, impartial, 
and independent, as the lot of humanity will 
admit. It is, therefore, not only the beft po- 
licy, biit for the fecurity of the rights of the' 
people, and of every citizen, that the Judges 
of the iupreme judicial court fhould hold their 
offices as long as they behave themfelves well ; 
and that they fhould have honourable fala- 
ries, afcertained and eftablifhed by ftanding 
laws. 

XXX. In the government of this Common- 
wealth, the Icgiflative department '(hall never ex- 
crcifethe executive and judicial powers, or either 
of them ; the executive ihall never exercife the 
IcgifljLtive and judicial powers, or either of them; 
the judicial fhall never exercife the legillative 
and executive powers, or either of them ; to 
the end . it , may be a goverament of laws,, apd 
no^ of men . 



u. 



E ; PART 



50 CONSTITUTION OF MASSACHUSETTS. 

PART II. 

THE 

FRAME or GOVERNMENT. 

THE people inhabiting the territory for- 
merly called the Province of Maflachu- 
fetts-Bay do hereby folemnly and mutually 
agree with each other, to form themfelves into 
a Free, Sovereign^ and Independent Body- 
politic or State, by the name of The Com- 
monwealth OF Mass^^chitsetts. 

/ 



CHAP. I. 



the LEGISLATIVE POWER. 

• 

'thegenerAl court. 

I. T H E department of legiflation fhall be 
formed by two branches, a Sen ate, and Hous^e 
OF Representatives, each of which fliall 
have a negative on the other. 

The legiflative body fhall aflemble every year 
on the laft Wednesday in May, and at fuch 
other times as they fhall judge neceflary ; and 

fhall 
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(hall diflblve and be diffolved on the day next 
Preceding the faid laft Wednefday in May ; and 
fliall be ftilcd The General Court of Mas- 

SACHUSETTS. 

II. No bill or refolye of the Senate or Houfe 
of Rcprefentatives ihall become a law, and 
have force as fuch, until it (hall have been laid 
before the Governor for his revifal ; and if he, 
upon fuch revifion, approve thereof, he fhall 
fignify his approbation by fignlng the fame. 
But if he have any objedlion to the paffing of 
fuch bill or refolve, he fhall return the fame, 
together with his objedlions thereto, in writing, 

to the Senate or Houfe of Rcprefentatives, in 
which«foevcr the fame fhall have originated \ 
who (hall enter the objections fent down by 
the Governor at large on their records, and 
proceed to reconlider the faid bill or refolve. 

But if after fuch reconiideration, two-thirds 
of the faid Senate or Houfe of Rcprefentatives 
fhall, notwithflanding the faid objections, agree 
to pafs the fame, it fhall, together with the 

objedions, be fent to the other branch of the 
legiflature, where it fhall alfo be reconfidercd, 
and if approved by two -thirds of the Mem* 

E z bcr? 
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bcrs prefent, it fhall have the force of a law. 
But in all fuch cafes, the votes of both Houfes 
(hall be determined by yeas and nays; and the 
names of the perfons voting for or againft the 
faid bill or refolve, fhall be entered ujpon the 
public records of the Commonwealth, 

And in order to prevent unneceflary delays, 
if any bill or refolve fhall not be returned by 
the Governor within five days after it fhall 
have been prefented, the fame fhall have the 

force of a law. 

III. The General Court fhall for ever have 
full power and authority to ere<5t and confli- 
tute judicatories and courts of record, or other 
courts, to be held in the name of the Com- 
monwealth, for the hearing, trying, and deter- 
mining of all manner of crimes, offences, 
pleas, procefTes, plaints, aftions, matters, 
caufes, and things whatfoever, arifing or hap- 
pening v^ithin the Commonwealth, or be- 
tween or concerning perfons inhabiting, or re- 
fiding, or brought within the fame, whether 
the fame be criminal or civil, or whether the 
faid crimes be capital or not capital, and whe- 
ther the faid pleas be real, perfpnal, or mixed; 
And for the awarding and making out of exe- 
cution 
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cution thereupon : to which courts and judi-= 
catories are hereby given and granted full pow- 
er and authority from time to time to admi- 
nifter oaths or affirmations, for the better dif- 
covery of truth in any matter in eontroverfy or 
depending before them. 

IV. And further, full power and authority 
are hereby given and granted to the faid General 
Court from time to time to make, ordain, and 
eftabliih, all manner of wholefome and reafonable 
orders, laws, flatutes and ordinances, diredlions 
and inftruftions, either with penalties or with- 
out, fo as the fame be not repugnant or con- 
trary to this Conftitution, as they {hall judge to be 
for the good and welfare of this Commonwealth, 
andforthegovernmentandorderingthereofandof 
the fubjedts of the fame, and for the neceflary 
fupport and defence of the government thereof; 
and to hame and fettle annually, or provide by 
fixed laws, for the naming and fettling all civil 
officers within the faid Commonwealth, the 
eledtion and conftitution of whbiri are not here- 
after in this form of government otherwife pro- 
vided for; and to fct forth the feveral duties* 
powers, and limits, of the feveral civil and 

E 3 military 
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military officers of this Commonwealth, and 
the forms of fuch oaths or affirmation^ as fhall 
be refpeiSively adminiflered unto them for the 
execution of their feveral offices and places, fo 
as the fame be not repugnant or contrary to 
this Conftitution ; and to impofe and levy pro^ 
portional and reafonable afieifments, rates, 
and taxes, upon all the inhabitants of, and per-> 
ions reiident, and eftates lying within the faid 
Commonwealth ; and alfo to impofe and levy 
reafonable duties and excifes upon any produce^, 
goods, wares, mcrchandiii^s, and comniodities 
whatfoever^ brought into, produced, manu* 
ladlured, or being within the fame, to be iffiied 
and difpofcd of by warrant under the hand of thp 
Governor of this Commonwealth for the time 
being, with the advice and confent of the Coun- 
cil, for the public fervice, in the neceflary de^ 
fence and fupj^Drt of the government pf the faid 
Commonwealth, and the proteftion and pr^er-^ 
vatipn of the fubjedts thereof, according to fuch 
aAs as are or fhall be in force within the fame^ 
And while the public charges of govern^ 
ment, or any part thereof, (halj be affeffed on 
polls and eftates, in the manner that has hither-t 

to 
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to been pradifed ; hi order that fuch afie/T* 
ments may be made with equality, there fhall 
be a valuation of eflates within the Common- 
wealth taken anew once in every ten years at 
the leaft, and as much oftener as the General 
Court ihall order. 



§. 2. 

8 E N A T E* 

I. THERE fliall beannually elcftedby thefrec* 
holders and other inhabitants of this.Conin^on^ 
wealth, qualified a$ in this Conftitution is pro- 
vided, forty perfons to be Councillors and Se- 
nators for the year enfuing their ele(fUon, to 
be chofen by the inhabitants of the diftrids 
into which the Commonwealth may from time 
to time be divided by the General Cotirt for 
that purpofe. And the General Court, in 
affigning the numbers to be elected by the 
refpcdtive diftridls, (hall govern themfelves by 
the proportion of the public taxes paid by the 
faid diflrifts i and timely make known to the 
inhabitants of the Commonwealth, the limits of 

IE 4 edch 
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each diftriO:, and the number of Councillors 
and Senators to be diofcn therein ; provided 
that the number of fuch 'diftrids (hall be never 

lefs than thirteen, and that no diftridl be fb 
large as to entitle the fame to chufc more than 
fix Senators. 

And the feveral counties in this Common* 
wealth flialU until the General Court ftiall de- 
termine it neceffary to alter the faid diftriflis, 
be diftridts for choice of Councillors and Sena- 
tors (except that the counties of Dukes-county 

and Nantucket fhall form one diftridt for that 

• • • • 

purbofe), arid ihall tliAihc following number 
for Couhcillors and Senators, viz. 

Suffolk',' 'Six; I York Two 
Enex .Six Dukes-county ^ 
Middiefex Five and Nantucket 

Hampfliire Four Worccfter Five 

Cumberland One 

Lincoln One 

Berkfhire Two 



PlymoutiH Three 
* Barnftable One 
' Briftpl Three 



|One 



II. The Senate fhall be the firft branch of 
the legiflature ; and the Senators fhall be chofea 
in the following manner, viz. There fhall he a 
meeting on the iirft Monday in April annually, 

forever* 
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forever, of the inhabitants of each town in the 
feveral counties of this Commonwealth, to be 
called by the Seleftmen, and warned in 
due courfe of law, at leaft feven days before the 
firft Monday in April, for the purpofe of eledl- 
ing perfons to be Senators and Councillors : 
and at fuch meetings every male inhabitant of - 
twenty-one years of age and upwards, having a. 
freehold eftate within the Commonwealth of 
the annual income of three pounds, or any 
eftate of the value of fixty pounds, fhall have 
a right to give in his vote for the Senators for 
the diftridt of which he is an inhabitant. And 
to remove all doubts concerning the meaning 
of the word " inhabitant," in this Conftitution, 
every perfon fliall be confidered as an inhabi- 
tant, for the purpofe of electing and being 
clcftcd into any office or place within this 
State, in that town, diftrift, or plantation, 
where he dwclleth, or hath his home. 

The Seledtmen of the feveral towns fliall pre- 
fide at fuch meetings impartially j and fliall 
receive the votes of all the inhabitants of fuch 
towns prefent and qualified to vote for Senators, 
and fliall fort and count them in open town- 
meeting, and in prefence of the town-clerk, 
who fliall make a fair record, in prefence of the 

Seled- 



\ 
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Selectmen, and in open town -meetings of the 
name of every pcrfon voted for, and of the num- 
ber of votes againfl his name ; and a fair copy 
of this record fhall be attefted by the Selectmen 
and the Town-clerk, and fhall be fealed up, di« 
rected tp the Secretary of the Commonwealth 
for the time being, with a fuperfcription cx-^ 
preiiing the purport of the contents thereof^ 
and delivered by the town^-clerk of fuch towns 
to the (heriffof the county in which fuqh town 
lies, thirty days at lead before the laft Wednef^ 
day in May annually j or it ihall be delivered 
into the Secretary's office feveateen days at leaft 
before the faid laft Wednefday in May ; and the 
fheriflfof ipach county (hall deliver all fuchcer-^ 
tificates by him received into the Secretary's 
office feventeen days before the faid laft Wcd-p 
nefday in May. 

And the inhabitants of plantations unincor- 
porated, qualified as this Conftitution provides, 
who are or fhall be impowered or required to 

affefs taxes upon themfclves towards the fup-^ 
port of government, ihall have the fame pri* 
vilege of voting for Councillors and Senators in 
the plantations where they refide, as town inha- 
bitants have in their refpcdive towns ; and the 
plantation meetings for that purpofe ihall be 

held 
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held annually on the fame firft Monday in 
April, at fuch place in the plantations rcfpec- 
tivcly as the afleiTors thereof (hall dired j which 
affeffors fhall have like authority for notifying 
the eleftors, cplle&ing and returning the votes, 
as the Seledlnien and town-clerks have in their 
feveral towns by thjs Conftitution. And all 
other perfons living in plages unincorporated 
(qualified as aforefaid) who (hall be aflcflcd to 
the fupport of government by the afleflbrs of an 
adjacent town, (hall have the privilege of giving 
in their votes for Councillors and Senators, in 
the town where they ihall be aflcjfled, and be 
notified of the place of meeting by thp Seleft- 
men of the town where they fhall be aflefled, 
for that purpofe accordingly. 

in, And that there may be a due conven*^ 
tion of Senators on the laft Wednefday in May 
?innually, th? Governor and five of the Council 
for the tinie being Qidl], as foon as may be^ 
examine the returned copies of fuch records j 
apd fourteen days before the faid day he fhall 

iffue his fummons to fuch perfpns as ihall ap- 
pear to be chofeo by the majority of voters, to 
attend on that day and take their feats accord- 
ingly j provided neverthelefs> that for thp firft 

year 



i 
I 
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year the faid returned copies fhall be examined 
by the Prefident and five of the Council ol* the 

former Cohftitution of Government ; and the 
faid Prefident (hall, in like manner, iflue his 
fummons to the perfons fo eleQ:ed, that they 
may take their feats as aforefaid. 

IV. The Senate fhall be the final judge of 
the ele<ftions, returns, and qualifications of theij- 
own members, as pointed out in .the Conftitu- 
tion ; and fhall, on the faid laft Wednefday in 
May annually, determine and declare who, are 
elefted by each diflri(5l to be Senators by a ma- 
jority of votes : and in cafe there ihall not ap- 
pear to be the full number of Senators ele£led 
by a majority of votes for any diftridt, the de- 
ficiency fhall be fupplied in the following man- 
ner, viz. The Members of the Houfe of Re- 
prefentatives, and fuch Senators as fhall be de- 
dared elefled, fhall take the names of fuch per- 
fons as fhall be found to have the higheft num- 
ber of votes in fuch diflridt, and not elefted, 
amounting to twice the number of Senators 
"waniting, if there be fo many voted for ; and 
but of thefe fhall elect by ballot a numbef of 
Senators fufficient to fill up the vacancies in fuch 
diflridt : and in this manner all fuch vacancies 

ihall 
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{hall be filled in every diftridl of the Common- 
wealth ; and in like manner all vacancies in the 
Senate, arifing by death, removal out of the 
State, or otherwife, (hall be fupplied as foon as 
may be, after fuch vacancies (hall happen, 

V. Provided never thelefs, that no per/on 
fliall be capable of being elcded as a Senator, 
who. is not feized in his own right of a freehold 
within this Commonwealth of the value of three, 
hundred pounds at leaft, or poffefled of perfonal 
cftate to the value of fix hundred pounds at 
leaft, or of both to the amount of the fame 
fum, and who has not been an inhabitant of 
^his Commonwealth for the fpace of five years 
immediately preceding his eledlion, and at the 
time of his eledlion he iha|l be an inhabitant 
in the diftrid for which he ihall be chofen. 

VL The Senate fliall have power to adjourn 
themfelves, provided fuch adjournments do 
not exceed twq days at a time. 

VIL The Senate fliall chufe its own Prefi- 
dent, appoint its own officers, and determine 
its own rules of proceedings. 

VIII. The Senate fliall be a court with full 
authority to hear and determine all impeach- 
ments made by the Houfe of Reprefentatives 



againfl: 
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againft any officer or officers of the Common* 
wealth, for mifcondudt and mal-adminiftration 
in their offices. But previous to the trial of 
every impeachment, the Members of the Se- 
nate fhall refpeftively be fworn, truly and im-' 
partially to try and determine the charge in 
queflion according to evidence. Their judg- 
ment, however, fhall not extend further than to 
removal from office, and difqualification to hold 
or enjoy any place of honour, truft, or profit, 
under this Commonwealth : but the party fo 
convidled fliall be, neverthelefs, liable to iD-^ 
didment, trial, judgment, and punifhment, ac- 
cording to the laws of the land. 

IX. Not lefs than fixteen Members of the 

Senate (hall conflitiite a Quorum for doing 
bufinefs. 



§ " 



D\ 



HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

I. THERE (hall be in the legiflature of this 
Commonwealth a.Reprefentation of the People, 
annually elected, and founded upon the prin- 
ciple of equality. 

IL And 
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II. And in order to provjide for a Reprefenta^ 
tion of the Citizens of this Commonwealth 
founded on the principle of equality, every 
corporate town containing one hundred tind 
fifty rateable polls^ n»ayele<^ oneRepr^fentative: 
every corporate town containing three hundred 
and feventy^-fivc rateable poUs» may elccjt two 
Rcprefentativea: every corporate town contain-* 
ing fix hundred rateable polls, may eled three 
Reprcfentatives 5 and proceeding in that manner, 
making two hundred and twenty-five rateable 
polls the mean increafing number for every ad- 
ditional Reprefentative, 

Provided neverthelefs, that ecich town now 
incorporated not having one hundred and fifty 
rateable polls, may elect one Reprefentative t 
but no place ftiall hereafter be incorporated 
with the privilege of electing a Reprefentative, 
unlefs there are within the fame one hundred 
and fifty rateable polls. 

And the H«ufe of Reprefentatives fhall have 
power from time to time to impofe fines upon 
fuch towns as fhall neglect to chufe and return 
Members to the fame, agreeably to this Confli- 
tution. 

The expences of travelling to the General 

Aflcmbly, 



I 
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AlTcmbly, and returning home once in every 
feffion and no more^ fhall be paid by die Go*** 
vernment out of the public treafqry, to every 
Member who fhall attend as feafbnably as he 
can 9 in the judgment of the Houie> and does 
not depart without leave. 

III. Every Member of the Houfe of Repre« 
fentatives fhall be chofen by written votes ; and 
for one year at leaft next preceding his election^ 
fhall have heen an inhabitant of, and have been 
feizedin his. own right of a freehold of the va- 
lue of one hundred pounds within the town 
he fhall be chofen to reprefent, or any rateable 
eflate to the valije of two hundred pounds ; and 
l^e fhall ceafe to reprefent the faid town, immc- 
diately on his ceafiiig to be qualified as afore«» 

faid. 

IV. Every male perfon, being twenty-one 

years of age, and refident in any particular 
town in this Commonwealth fpr the fpacc of 
one year next preceding, having a freehold 
eflate within the fame town of the annual in« 
come of three pounds, or any eflate of the value 
of fixty pounds, fhall have a right to vote in the 
choice of a Reprefentative or Reprefentatives 
for the faid town. 

V. The 



CQNSTITP JION OF ^VJASgACHUSETTS. $5 

V. The Members of the Houfe of Reprefen- 
tativcs :fli,aU hcchofep. annually in the month 
of M^y, ten days ^t leaft before^ the laft Wed- 
hefday of that, mop th* 

VL. The Houfe of Reprefentatives .fball be 
the grand inqueft of this Commonwealth ; and 
alhimpeachmqnts made by them ihall be heard 
and trif d by the Senate. 

yiL. All money-bills fhall originate in the 
Houfe of Reprefentiatives ; but the Senate 
may propofe or concur with amendments as on 

other bills. 

VIII. The Houfe.^of Reprefentatives fhalj 
have power to adjourn themfelves, provided 
fuch adjo^rn;nent ihall pot exceed two days at 

a time. 

• •• 

IX. Not lefs than fixty Members of the 
Houfe of Reprefentatives fhall conftitute a 
Quorum for doing bufinefs. 

X. The Houfe of Reprefentatives fliall be 
the judge of the returns, elections,' and'qualifi- 
•cations of itsowti Members, as pointed out in 
the Con'ftitution ; 'fliall chufe their own Speaker, 
appoint their own officers, and fettle the rules 
and orders of proceeding in their own Houfe, 
They fhall have authority to punifh by impri- 

F fonment 
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fonmcnt every pcrfon^ not a Member, who (hall 
be guilty of difrefpcft to the Houfe^ by any 
diforderly or contemptuous behaviour in its 
prcfence j or who, in the town where the Ge- 
neral Court is fitting, and during the time x)f 
its fitting, (hall threaten harm to the body or 
cftate of any of its Members, for any thing 
faid or done in the Houfe ; or who (hall a(rault 
any of them therefor, and who (hall aflfaujt or 
arreft any witnefs or other pcrfon ordered to 
attend the Houfe, in his way in going or re- 
turning, or who (hall refcue any perfon arreftcdl 
by the order of the Houfe. 

And no Member of the Houfe of Rcprefen- 
tatives (hall be arrefted or held to bail on mefne 
procefs, during his going unto, rcturningfrom, 
or his attending the General Aflembly. 

XL The Senate (hall have the fame powers 
in the like cafes i and the Governor and Coun* 
cil (hall have the fame authority to puniih in 
like cafes. Provided, that no imprifonment on 
the warrant or order of the Governor, Council^ 
Senate, or Houfe of Reprefentatives, for either 
of the above-dcfcribed o(Fences, be for a term 
exceeding thirty days. 

And 
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And the Senate and Houfe of Reprefenta-^ 
tives may try» and determine, all cafes where 
their rights and privileges are concerned, and . 
which, by the Conftitution, they have autho- 
rity to try and determine, by committees of 
their own members, or in fuch other way as ^ 
they may refpedlively think heft. 



C H A P* IL 
EXECUTIVE POWER. 

§• I- 

POVSRNOR. 

I. THERE (hall be a fupreme execu. 
tive magiftrate, who (hall be ftiled. The Go^ 

VERNOR OP THE COMMONWEALTH OF MAS- 
SACHUSETTS ; and whofe title fhall be. His 
Excellency. 

II. The Governor (hall be chofen annually : 

and no perfon fhall be eligible to this office, 
uolefs at the time of his eledion he fhall have 
been an inhabitant of this Commonwealth for 
feven years next preceding; and unlefs he 
ihall, at the fame time, be feized in his own 

F a right 
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^^ght of a freehbld tvttfiin «he*GoihmoiiweaJth 

of the valae 6f ond thoufahd - pQiinds ; and' 

unlefs he 'ftal! 'dcdate himf^lf te fee of the 

► » . . 

Cliriftian religion. 

III. Thofc perfbirJ who fhall be qualified 
to vote fdr'Sehaftdrs and RepfefentatiVes within 
the feveral towns of this Commonwealth, 
fliall, at a meeting to be called for that pur- 
pofe, on the firft Monday of April annually, 
give in their, Vptes fg^ a Governor,: to the Se- 
ledtmen. who fhall prefide at fuch meetings ; 
and the town-cTerk, in fhe prefence, and with 
the affiftance of the Seleftmen, ftiall, in open 
town-meetings fort and count the votes, and 
form a lift of the perfons voted for, with the 
number of votes for each perfon againft his 
liamej and fhall make a fair record of thq 
fapie in the town-books, and a public decla- 
ration thereof in, the i^aid rneeting 5 and fhall, 
in the prefence of the inhabitants, feal up co- 
pies of .the faid lift^ .attefted by him and the Se- 
le(Sbnen, and tranfmit the fame to the fherifF 
of the county, thirty days at leaft before the^laft 
Wednefday in May i and the flierifT fhall tranf^ 
jnit the far^ie to the Secretary's office, feven- 
teen days at kaft before the faid laft Wednef- 
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day in May; or the Seleftmen may caufc re-, 
turns of the fam© to be made to the office of 
the Secretary of the Conimonwealth, fevenr- 
tcen days at lead before the faid day ; and the 
Secretary (halt lay the fame before the Senate, 
and the Houfc of Reprefentatives, on the laft 
Wednefday in May, to be by them examined : 
•aftd in cafe of an eledion by the majority 
of all th« votes returned, the choice ihall be 
by them declared and publifhcd : but if no 
pcrfon (hall have a majority of votes, tljc 
Houfe of Reprefentatives fhall, by ballot, ekft 
two oat of four perfons who had the highcft 
number of votes, if fo many fhall have been 
voted for ; but, if otherwife, out of the num- 
ber voted for; and make return to the Senate 
of the two perfons fo elefted ; on which the 
Senate fhall proceed, JDy ballot, to cleft onCf 
who fhall be declared Governor. 

IV* The Governor fhall have authority from 
time to time, at his difcretion, to afTemble and 

♦ 

call together the Councillors of this Com- 
monwealth for the time being ; and the Go- 
vernor, with the faid Councillors, or five of 
them at leafl, fhall, and may, from time to - 
tia^c, hold and keep a council, for the ordering 

F 3 and 
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and difeSing the affairs of the Commoi^tr 
wealth, agreeably to the Conftitution and the 
Uws of the land. 

'V. The Goyernpr, with advice pf Council, 
fhall have full power and authority^ during the 
feffion of the General Cpurt, tp adjourn or 
prorogue the fapie, tp any time the %wq 
Houfes ftiall defire j and to diffolve the fame, op 
the day next preceding the laft Wednefday ia 
May ; and, in the reccfs of the faid Court, to 
prorogue the fame, froni tinie to time, not 
exceeding ninety days in any one recefs ; and 
to call it together fooner than the time tp 
which it niay be adjourned or prorogued, if the 
welfare of the Commonwealth fhall require 
the fame. And in cafe of any infediou^ dif- 
temper prevailing in the place where the faid 
Court is ne3?t at any time to convene, or any 
other caufe happening whereby danger may 
arife to the health or lives of the Members 
from their attendance, he may direct the fef^ 
lion to be held at fome other the moft convc- 
nient place within the State. 

And the Governor fliall diflblve the faid Ge- ^or u, 

••*.<» " "■' "' ' '■ ' '» j 

neral Court on the day next preceding the la^ j. 
Wednefday in May. jr^^ 

VI. In ^>ej 
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VL In cafes of difagrecment between the 
two Houfes with regard to the ncccffity, ex- 
pediency, or time of adjournment or proro- 
gation, the Governor, with the advice of the 
Council, fhall have a right to adjourn or pro- 
rogue the General Court, not exceeding ninety 
days, as he Ihall determine the public good 
fliall require, 

VII, The Governor of this Commonwealtji 
for the time being fliall be the Commander 
in Chief of the army and navy, and of all 
the military forces of the State by fea and 
land ; and (hall have full power by himfclf, or 
by any Commander, or other Officer or Offi- 
cers, from time to time to train, inftrudt, 
exercife and govern the miilitia and navy, and 
for the fpecial defence and fafcty of the Com- 
monwealth, to aflemble in martial array, and 
put in warlike pofture, the inhabitants thereof 5 
and to lead and conduct them, and with them 
to encounter, repel, refift, expel, and purfue, 
by force of arms, as well by fea as by land, 
within or without the lin;iits of this Common** 
wealth ; and alfo to kill, flay, and deflroy, if 
neceflary, and conquer, by all fitting ways, 
(Rterprizes, and means whatfoever, all and 

F^ every 
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every fuch perfon and perfons as fliall, at any 
tittle hereafter, in 9 hoftile manner attempt 
or enterprife the deftrudlion, invafipn, detri- 
ment, or annoyance of this Commonwealth; 
and to ufe and exercife, over the army and navy^ 
and over the militia inadlual fervice, the law- 
martial, in time of war or invafion, and alfo 
in time of rebellion, declared by the legiflature 
to exfft, as occafion fhall neceflarily require ; 
and to take and furprife by all ways and means 

whatfoever, all and every fach perfon or per- 
fons, with their fl>ips, arms, ammunition, and 

other goods, as fhall in a hoflile manner 
invade, or attempt the invading, conquering, 
Qit annoying this Commonwealth j and that 
the Governor be entrufted with all thefe and 
other powers incident to the offices of Captain- 
general and Commander in Chief, and Admiral, 
to, be exercifed agreeably to the rules and regu- 
lations of the Conftitution, and the Jaws of the 
land, and not otherwife. 

Provided, that the fard Governor fhall not, 
at any time hereafter, by virtue of any power 
by this Conftitution granted, or hereafter to bq 
granted to him by the legiflature, tranfport 
^ny of the inhabitants of this Commonwealtht 
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or oblige th<jm to march, oat of the limits of 
the fame, without their free and voluntary con-r 
fcnt, or the confent of the General Court | 
/except fo far as may be neceffary to march or 
tranfport them by land or t/ater for the dc* 
fence of fuch part of the State to which they 
cannot other wife conveniently have accefs. 

yill. The power of pardoning offences, ex- 
cept fuch as perfons may be convifted of before 
the Senate by an impeachment of the Houfe, 
(hall be in the Governor, by and with the ad- 
vice of the Council : but no charter of pardon 
granted by the Governor, with advice of the 
Council, before conviction, .fliall avail the par-» 
ty pleading the fame, notwithftanding any ge- 
neral or particular expreffions contained there- 
in dcfcriptive of the offence or offences in- 
tended to be pardoned. 

IX.. All judicial officers, the attorney-general, 
folicitor-general, allfheriffs^ coroners, andregi- 
fters of probate, (hall be nominated and appoint- 
ed by the Governpr, by and with the advice and 
confent of the Council ; and every fuch nomi- 
|iati(xi {hall be made by the Governor, and 
{nade at Teafl feven d^ys prior to fuch appoint- 

X. The 
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X, The captains and fubalterns of the mi- 
litia fhall be eledted by the written votes of the 
trainrband and alarnx lift of their refpedive 
companif s of twenty-one years of age and up- 
wards : the field-officers of regiments (hall 
be eleded by the written votes of the captains 
and fabaltern^ of their refpcdlive regiments ; 
the brigadiers (hall be eledted in like manner 

by the field-ofiiQers of their refpedive bri- 
gades : and fuch officers £o eleded, fhall be 
commiffioned by the Governor, who IhglJ dqr 
termine their rank. 

The legiflature fhall, by ftanding laws, di- 
red the time and manner of convening thq 
cledors, and of coUeding votes, and of certify- 
ing to the Governor the officers eleded. 

The major-generals fhall be appointed by the 
Senate and Houfe of Reprefentatives, each hav- 
ing a negative upon the other ; and be commif- 
fioned by the Governor* 

And if the eledors of brigadiers, field-ofKcers, 
captains, or fubalterns, fhall negled or refufe 
to make fuch eledions, after being duly notL 
fied, according to the laws for the time being, 
then the Governor, with advice of Council, 
fhall appoint fuita'^e perfons to fill iiich 

offices. 

And 
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And no officer, duly commifiioncd to com- 
mand in the ipiUtia, fhall be removed from 
his office, but by the addrpfs of both Houfcs 
fo the Governor, or by fair trial in court-mar- 
tial, purfuant to the Uws of the Cppnnoi^v^r^alth 
for the time being. 

The commanding officers of regiments ihal^ 
appoint their adjutants and quarter- mafters - 
the brigadiers their brigade-majors ; and the 
major-generals their aids ; and the Governor 
fliall appoint the adjutant-general. 

The Governor, vvith advice of Council, (hall 
appoint all officers of the continental army, 
whom by the confederation of the United 
States it i$ provided that this Commonwealth 
(hall appoint, as alfo all officers of forts and 
garrifons. 

The divifions of the militia into brigades, 
regiments and companies, made in purfuance 
of the militia laws now in force, fhall be con- 
fidered as the proper divifions of the militia oi 
this Commonwealth, until the fame fhall be 
^tered in purfuance of fome future law. 

XI. No monies fhall be ifliicd out of the 
trcafury of this Commonwealth, and difpofed 
^f (except fuch fums as may be appropriated 

for 



] 
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for the redemption of bills of credit or treafurers 
notes, or for the payment of interefts arifing 
Acreon) but by warrant under the hand of the 
Governor for the time being, with the advice 
and confent of the Council, for the neceflary 
defence and fupport of the Comn^onwealth j 
and for the protedion and prefervation of the 
inhabitants thereof, agreeably to the afts and 
irefolves of the General Court. 

XII. All public boards, the commiflary- 
general, all fuperintending officers of public 
magazines and ftores belonging to this Com-* 
monwealth, and all commanding officers of 
forts and garrifons within the fame, (hall once 
in every three months, officially, and without 
reqqifition, and at other times when required by 
the Governor, deliver to him an account q£ all 
goods, (lores, provifions, ammunition, cannon 
with their appendages, and fmall-arms with 
their accoutrements, and of all other public 
property whatever under their care lefpedlivc* 
ly J diftinguifliing the quantity, number, qua- 
lity and kind of each, as particularly as may 
be ; together with the condition of fuch forts 
and garrifons : and the faid commanding of- 
ficer iliall exhibit to the Governor, when re- 
quired 



■'\ 
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guired by him, trwe and exa<^ plans of fuch 

forts, and of the land and fea, or hebour or har- 

. » . . 

hours adjacent. "^ 

And the faid boards, and all public officers, 
(hall communicate to the Governor, as foon as 
may be after receiving the fame, all letters, dif- 
patches, and intelligence of a public nature 
which fliall be directed to them refpedively. 

XIII. As the public good requires that 
the Governor flhould not be under the undue 
influence of any of the Members of the General 
Court, by a dependence on them for hjs iup- 
port— that be fliould in all cafes ad: with free* 
dom for the benefit of the public— thit tic 
(hoidd not have his attention ncceflarily diverted 
from that objeft to his private concernsr-^- 
and that he fhould niaintain the dignity ) of 
the Commonwealth in the charafter of its 
x:hief magiftrate^— it is neceflary that he fhould 
have an htinourable ftatcd falary, of a fixed and 
perman6ht value,' amply fufficient for thofepuN 

***** ^ 

pofes, and eftdbliflied by ftanding laws : .arid 
it fhall be among the firfl afts of the General 
'Court, after the cdmmencement of this Cotiiii- 
•tutiori, to eftablifh fuch TaJary by i^w acord- 
ingly. , : ;/ - • 

Perraa'aQni 
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Permanent and honourable falarics /hall alf3 
1>c cflablifhed by law for the Jufticcs of the Su-* 
preme Judicial Court, 

And if it fhall be found that any of the fala-* 
ries aforefaid, fo eftablifhed, are infufiicient, 
they (hall from time to time be enlarged as £hc 
General Court fhall judge proper. 

LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR. 

I. THERE fhall be annually elefted a 
Lieutenant-Governor- of the Commonwealth 
of Maflachufett's, whofe title fhall be. His 
Honour ; and who fhall be qualified, in point 
of religion, property,, and refidence in the 
Commonwealth, in the fame manner with the 
Governor : and the day and manner of his 
cledion, and the qualifications of the eleftors, 
ihall be the fame as are required in the election 
of a Governor. The return of the votes for 
this officer, and the declaration of his eleftion, 
ihall be in the f^me manner : and if no one 
perfon fhall be found to have a majority of aU 
the votes, returned, the vacancy fhall be filled 
by the Senate and Houfe of Reprefentativcs, 
in the fame manner as the Governor is to be 

ele£ted> 
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eleded^ in cafe no one perfbn fhall have a ma- 
jority of the votes of the people to be Go- 
vernon 

IL The Governor, and in his abfence the- 
Lieutenant-Governor, /hall be Prefidcnt of the' 
Council, but fhall have no vote in Council : 
and the Lieutenant-Governor fhall always be 
a member of the Council, except when the 
chair of the Governor fhall be vacant. 

III. Whenever the chair of the Governor 
Ihall be vacant, by reafon of his death, or ab- 
fence from the Conimonwealth, or otherwife, 
the Lieutenant-Governor for the time being 
Ihall, during fuch vacancy, perform all the 
duties- incumbent upon the Governor, and fhall* 
have and exercife all the powers and authorities 
which by this Conflitution the Governor i* 
vefted with, when perfonally prefent. 

■ 

C O U N C I t f 

AND TIUJ MANNER OF SETTLING ELECTIONS BY THE 

LEGISLATURE, 

L T H E R E fhall be a Council for advi- 
fing the Governor in the executive Jjart of go- 
vcrnment, to confiil of nine perfons befides the 

Lieute- 
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Lkijtefiant-Qov^riipf,, AfcrhofB fcfee Geverno/ fo^ 
the time* being fh^ *h%ve full power aj^d au- 
thority, from time to time, at his difcretion^ 
to aflemble'^nd call jtogetheir. And the^Govcr- 
nofi with the faid GounciUors,. or. -five. of. .them- 
at Jeaft^Jhallanfi p^y^ from time to time, hpld 
and keep a GoiwiciU.fpr the ordering- and di- 
K&ing the ?ffa^rs^ of the Cpmmonwealth, ac- 
cording to tji(e laws of tjie Iand» ^ . 

JI. Nine.Coun.ciJlors fhpll be annually cho- 
fgp from among the perfons returned for Coun- 
cillors and Senators, on the laft Wednefday in 
May,. by the joint ballot of t,he Senator^ and 
Reprefentatives aflembled in oqe room : and 
ifi cftfc there fhaH hot be found, upon the firft 
choice, the whole number of nine perfons who 
will accept a feat in tbfe Council, the deficiency 
fhall be made up by the. eleftors aforefaid" from 
among the people at large ; and the number of 
Senators left fliall conftitute the Senate for the 
year. The feats of the -perfons thus elccSted 
from the S?n>te^ and accepting tb^ truft, fhall 
be vacated in the Senate. 

III. The Councillors, in the civil arrange- » 
ments of the Common wealth, 'fl^L have rank 
oext after the Lieutenfa^t^^Govef nor* ' 

' • IV, Not 
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17; ffot thore thah two Gounfcilfors (hall be 
chdfeii otit of any one diftridl of this Com- 
monwealth i 

V\ Thfe ifefbluHofis and advicie of the Court- 
tii (hall be recorded in a regifter, and figned 
by the members prefeat ; and this Record may 
be called for at any time by either Houfe of th6 
legiflature 5 and any Member of the Coun- 
til may infcrt his opinion contrary to the refo- 
lution of the majority. 

VI. Whenever the office ot the GbVerhoir 
and Lieutenant-Governor ' (hall be vacant> by 
i^eafon of death* abfenee^ or otherwife, then th^ 
Council or the major part of them> (hall dur- 
ing fuch vacaney have full power arid authority 
to do> and execute^ all and every fueh adlsj 
matters and thihgs> as the Governor or the* 
Lieutenant-Governor might or could, by virtue 
of this Conftitution^ do 01' execute, if they or 
tither of them were perfofially prefent* 

VII. And whereas the eleftions appointed 
to be made by this Conftitution, on the laft 
Wednefday in May ahhually, by the two Houfes 
6f the legiflature^ may hot be compleated on 
that day, the faid eledions may be adjourned 
from day to day until the fame (hall be com* 

G pleated. 
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pleated. And the order of eledions (hall be As 
follows : The vacancies in the Senate, if any, 
fhall firft be filled up ; the Governor and Lieu-* 
tenant-Governor fhall then be elciSed, provid- 
ed there Iheuld be no choice of them by the 
people ; and afterwards the* two Houfes ifhall 
proceed to the elediion of the Council. 



§• 4- 

SECRETARY, TREASURER, COMMISSi^RY, ETC 

!• THE Secretary, Treafurer and Receiver- . 
General, and the Commiflary- General, Nbta> 
rics-Public, and Naval Officers, fhall be chofen 
annually, by joint ballot of the Senators and 
Reprefentatives, in one room. And that the 
citizens of this Commonwealth may be aflured, 
from time to time, that the monies remaining 
in the Public Treafury, upon the fettlement 
and liquidation of the public, accounts, arc 
tjbeir property, no man {hall be eligible as 
Treafurer and Receiver-General more than five 
years fucceffively* 

II. The records of the Commonwealth fhall 
be kept in the office of the Secretary^ who mav 
appoint his deputies, for whofe conduft he (hm 

be 



^ . t 
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be accountable \ and he fliall attend the Gover- 
nor and Couhcil; the Senate and ttotife of 
Reprcfentativeki in pcffon, or by his deputies, 
fes they Jhall ref|)feftiveiy require. 






d H A ^. lit; 

jfUDlblARYPOW E k. 

I. THE iehuxe that all cdtottiiiiion bfficcrs 
iChall by laW Ijave in their bffices Ihall be ex* 
prefled in their refpeftlve fcoilimiflionis. All 
juditial officers, diily appointed, cdmmiffioned 
and fworn, fliall hold their offices during good 
behaviour, excepting fuch concerning whom 
there is difFefeht provllion ihade in this Cohfti* 
tutioh : provided^ neverthelefsi the Govcr- 
TioVy with tonfent of the Council, may remova 
them Upon the ^ddrcfs o( both Hoiifes of the 
iegiilature. 

II; Each branch of the Iegiilature^ as well at 
^e Governor and C<)tincil^ fliall have authorl^*^ 
fy to require the opinions of the Jufl:ices of tlw 
Supreme judicial Court, upon itopbrtant quef* 
tions of laW> and upon folemn occafions. 
• III. In order that the people may not inStt 
from the long continuance in place of any 

Cr a Juftice 
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jufticc of the peace who fliall fail of difcharg- 
ing the important duties of his office with abi- 
lity or fidelity^ all commiflions of jufHces of 
the peace fhall expire and become void in the 
term of feven years from their refpeftive dates ; 
and upon the expiration of any commillion^ 
the fame m^y, if licceffary, be renewed, or 
another porfon appoMited^ as fhall tnoik con- 
duceto the well-being of the Commonwealth. 
' IV. The Judges of probate*' of wills, and 
for granting letters of ^dminiflration, fhall 
hold their courts at fuch place or places, on 
fixed days, as the convenience of the people 
ihall require ; and the legiflature fhall, from 
time to time, hereafter appoint fuch times and 
places; until which appointments, the faid 
courts fhall be holden at the times and places 
which the refpcdtive Judges fhall diredt. 

V, All caufes of marriage, divorce and ali- 
mony, and all appeals from the Judges of pro- 
bate, fhall be heard and determined by the Go- 
vernor and Council, until the legiflature fball 
by-law make other provifion^ 



CHAP. 
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C r H cA P. - IV. 

1) 5 L E O A Tf: 5 Tp C O N P R P S S. 

THE Delegates of this Commonwealth to 
the Congrefs of the United States fhall, fome 
time in the month of June annually, be elec- 
ted by the joint ballot of the Senate and Houie 
of Reprefcntatives, aSfembled together in one 

room, to ferve' in Gdhgrefs for one year, to 
commence on the firft Monday Jp N6venaber 
then next eijfuing. They fli^U have com- 
piiflions under the h^d of thp Qovernor. and 

the great feal of the Cpmmonwealth ; but may 
be recalled at any time within the year, and 
others chofen and conamiiiioned, in the fam? 
^annpr^ in their ftead^ 



Gj CHAP. 



w » 



( w ) 



C H A F. V. 

The UNIVERSITY of CAM^JLIDO^, 

AND 
FNCpVRAGEMENT of LITERATURE, ^c 

§.1. 

T»S UNIVERSITY. 

» -•••'■ 

1. WHEREAS our wire and picas anceftow^ 
fb early as the ycai: one thousand fix hundred 

1 '" l.r v. •■■ •• •• 

ind thirty-fix, laid the foundation pf Harvard 
College/ in whiph univerfify many perfons of 
great eminence have, by the blefEng of God, 
ibeen initiated in thofe arts and fciences which 

. k . , • 4 ■ . . . ' . , . . . • . . . » 1 V 

qualified them for public employments^ both in 
church and ftate : and whereas the encourage- 
ment of arts and fciences, and all good litera* 
ture, tends to the honour of God, the advantage 
of the Chriftian religion, and the great benefit 
of this and the other United States of America : 
it is declared, that the Prefident and Fellows 
t)f Harvard College, in jheir corporate capacity, 
and their fucceflbrs in that capacity, their of- 
ficers and fervants, fhall have, holcj, ufe, excr- 
cife and enjoy all the powers, authorities, rights^ 

liberties. 
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liberties^ privileges, immunities and franchifcs, 
which they now havt, or are entitled to have, 
hold, ufc, exercife and enjoy : and the fame are 
hereby ratified and confirmed unto them, the 
faid Prefident and Fellows of Harvard College, 
and to their fucceflbrs, and to their officers and 
fcrvants, refpedlively, for ever, 

IL And whereas there have been at fundry 
times, by divers perfbns, gifts, grants, devifes 
ofhoufes, lands, tenements^ goods, chattels, 
legacies, and conveyances, heretofore made, 
cither to Harvard College, in Cambridge, in 
New-England, or to the Prefident and Fellows 
of Harvard College, or to the faid College by 
fome other defcription, under feveral charters 
fucceffively : it is declared, that all the faid 
gifts, grants, devifes, legacies, and conveyances, 
are hereby forever confirmed unto the Prefident 
and Fellows of Harvard College, and to their 
fucceifors in the capacity aforefaid, according 
to the true intent and meaning of the donor or 
donors, grantor or grantors, devifor or d<;- 

vifors. - 

IIL And whereas, by an adl of the General 
Court of the Colony of Maflachufctts-Bay, ^ 

pai&d in the year one thoufand fix hundred and 

G 4 forty- 



d 



88 CONSTITUTIONCffMASSACHPSETTS. . 

: ■• . . . . . • . . 

forty-two, the Governor and DeputyrGovcrnot 
for the time being, anfl all the ijjagiftraics of 
that jurifdi(^ion, were, with t:hp Pf cfiden^, and ^ 
number of the Clergy in the faid adl dcfcr|be(j, 
CQnftitpted the Overfeers c|f Harvard Gpllegfe ^ 
and it being nepeifary, in this new Cpnftitutiqct 
of Government, to afcertain who fball be deem- 
ed fucceflbrs to the faid Governor, Dcputy- 
Governor, and magiftrates : it is declared, that 
the Governor, Lieutenant-Governor, Council, 
and Senate of this Commonwealth are, and 
fhall be deemed their fuccefTors : who, with 
ihc Pfefident of Harvard College for the timfj 
being, tpg^thei: with the miniffers of the con- 
gregational churches in the towns of Camr^ 
bridge, Watertown,Charleftowi?, Boftbn, Roxr 
bury, and Dorchefter, nientioned in the faid 
adl;, fhall be, and hereby aire, yefted with all the 
powers and authority belonging, or in any way 
appertaining, to the Overfeers of Harvard Col- 
Jege; provided, that nothine herein ihall be 
conftrued to prevent the Icgiflaturc of this 
Commonwealth from making fuch alterations 
\n the goyernment of the faid univerfity, as 
fhall be conducive to its advantage, and the in- 
tereft of the republic of letters, in ^s full a 

Inanncv* 
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manner as might have been done by the legifla- 
ture of the late Province of thq Maflachufctts- 
Pay, 



- § 2. 

THE ENCQORAGEMEJJT OF LITERATURE. 

WISDOM and knowledge, gs >yell as^ 
virtue, di^uffd geperally among the body of 
the people, beings neceflary for the prefervation 
of their rights and liberties ; and as thefe de<- 
pend on fpreading the opportunities and ad-? 
vantages of education in the various parts of 
the country, and among the different orders of; 
the people ; it (hall be the duty of the legifla- 
•tpres and magiftrates, in all future periods of 
• this Cpmmonyvealth, tp cheriA the interefts of 
literature and th? fcience^, and all feminaries 
pf them ; efpecially the univerfity at Cambridge, 
public fchools and grammar- fchools in the 
towns ; to encourage private focieties and pub- 
lic inftitutions, rewards and immunities, for 
the promotion of agriculture, arts, fciences, 
commerce, trades, manufactures, and a natural 
hiftory of the country; to countenance and in- 
f:ulcate the principles of humanity and general 
benevolence, public and private charity^ in- 

duftry 
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duftry and frugality, honcfty and punctuality in 
their dealings j Sincerity,, good^humour, and 
all fecial affections and generous fentlmcnts 
among the people. 



CHAP. VI. 



Oaths and Subscriptions j Iscompati* 
bility of and exclusion from of- 
FICES ; Pecuniary Qjjalifications ; 
Commissions 5 Writs ; Confirmation 
of Laws j Habeas Corpus ; The En- 
acting Style ; Continuance of Of- 
ficers ; Provision for a future Revi-» 
sal of the constitution, &c* 

< 

m ■ 

I. ANY perfoa chofenGovernor,Lieutenant- 
Governor, Councillor, Senator, or Reprefen- 
tative, and accepting the truil, fhall, before 
he proceed to execute the duties of his place or 
office, make and fubfcribc the following de- 
claration, viz. 

** I, A. B. do declare, that I believe tJbte 
Chriflian religion, and have a firm perfuafion 
of its truth I and that I am feizedand poiTefTed, 
in my own right, of the property required by 
the Conftitution as one qualification for the 
office or place to which I am elefted.'* 

And 
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And the Governor, Lieutenant-Governor, 
and Councillors, fliall make and fabfcribe the 
faid declaration in the prefence of the two 
Houfcs of Afl^mbly ; and the Senators and Re- 
prefentatives firft eled:ed underthis Conftitution, 
before the Prefident and five of the Council of 
the former Cpnftitution, and forever afterwards 
before the Governor and Council for the time 
being. 

And every perfon chofen to either of the 
places or offices aforefaid, as alio any per-* 
fon appointed of commiffioned to any judicial 
executive, military, or other office under the 
Government, fliall, Ibefore he eqters on the dif- 
charge of the bufinefs of his place or office, 
take and fubfcribe the following declaration, 
and oaths or affirmations, viz. 

** I, A. B. do truly and fincerely acknowr 
ledge, profefs, teftify and declare, that the 
Commonwealth of Maflachufetts is, and of right 
ought to be, a Free, Sovereign, and Indepen- 
dent State ; and J do fwear, that I wil} bear 
true faith and allegiance to the faid Common*- 
ivealth, and that I will defend the fame againft 
traitorous confpiracies and all hoftile attempts 
whatfoever : And that I do renounce and abjure 
all allegiance, fubjedtion, and obedience, to the 

King 
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King, Queen, or Government of Great Britain 
(as the cafe may be), and every other foreign 
power whatfoever : And that no foreign Prince, 

Perfon, Prelate, State or Potentate^ hath, or 
ought to have, any jurifdi<ftion, fuperiority, 
pre-eminence, authority, difpenfing or other 
power, in any matter, civil, ecclefiaftical or fpi- 
ritual, within this Commonwealth, except the 
authority or power which is or may be vefled 
by their conftifuents in the Congrefs of the 
United States. And I do further teftify and de- 
clare, that no man or body of men hath or can 
have any right to abfolve or difcharge me froni 
the obligation of this oath, declaration or af- 
lirmation ; and that I do make this acknow- 
ledgement, profeliion, teflimony, declaration, 
denial, renunciation and abjuration, heartily 
and truly, according to the cohimon meaning 
and acceptation of the foregoing words, 
without any equivocation, mental evafion, or 
fecret refervation, whatfoev^r^ So help me 

God." 

^* I, A. B. do fdlemnly fwcar and affirm, 

that I will faithfully and impartially di&hargc 
and perform all the duties incumbent oh me a$ 

according to' the beft of my abi- 
lities and underftanding, agreeably to the rules 
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and regulatipns of the Conftitution, and the 
laws of this Commonwealth. So help mc 
God." 

Prpvided always, that when any pcrfon cho- 
fen' or. appointed, as afqjrefaid fhall be of the 
denomination of the people called Quakers, 
and fhall decline taking the faid oaths, hefliall 
make his affirmation in the foregoing form, 
|Qd fubfcribe the fame, omitting the words, 
" I do /wear,'- ^^ and algurej' *5 oath or^' *' and 
abjuration,' in the firft oath 5 and in the fe- 
cend oath, the words, \^ fmear and ;" and in 
cach.of them the words, *^ So help me God ;" 
fubjoining inftead thereofi '* This I do under 
the pains and penalties of perjury , " 

And the faid oaths or affirmations fhall be 
taken apd fubfcribed by the Governor, Lieute- 
nant-Governor, and Councillors, before the 
Prpfident of the Senate, in the prefence of the 
two Hpufes of AfTembly ; and hy the Senators 
and Reprefentatives iirfl eleded under this Con- 
stitution, before the Prefident and five of the 
Council of the former Conflitution ; and for- 
tvcr afterwards before the Governor and Coun- 
cil for thp time being ; and by the refidue of 
the ofHcers .^^forefaid, before fuch .perfons and 
in fuch manner as from time to time fhall be 

prefcribed by the legiflature. 

II. No 



f4 CONSTITUTION Of MASSACHtJSETTS, 

II, No Governor, Licutenant-Qovcrnor, or 
Judge of the Stiprcme Judicial Court, ihall 
hold any other office or place under the autho- 
rity of this Comn[K>nweaIfh, except f«ich as by 
this Conftitution the||r are admitted to hold; 
faving that the Judges of the faid court may 
hold the ofiiccsof justices of the peace through 
the State ; . nor ihall ihcy hold any other |^aca 
Qr office, or receive any penfion or falary frbiill 
any other State or Government or Pow6f 
whatever. 

No perfon ihall he capable of holding 6t 
exerciiing at the fame time more than one of 
the following offices within this State, vis^* 

Judge of Probate, Sheriff, Regifter of Probate, of 
Regiftcr of Deeds ; and never more than any two 
offices which are to be held by appointment of 
the Governor, or the Governor and Councili 
or the Senate, or the Houfeof Reprefentatives^ 
or by the dieSion of the people of the State at 
large, or of the people of any county, militarjf 
officer anil the office of juftice of the peact 
excepted, (hall be held by one perfon » 

No perfon holding the office of Judge of 
the Supreme Judicial Court,. Secretary, At tdi^-» 
ney-gerieriili Solicitor-general, Treafufef of 
Receiver-general, Judge of Probate, GommiT* 

fary^ 
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fary-gencral J Prefident, Profeffor^ orlnftruc- 
tor of HaFrard College ; Sheriff, Clerk of the 
Houfe of Reprefentatives, Regifter of Pro- 
bate, Regiftcr of Deeds^ Clwk of the Su- 
preme Judicial Court, <plerk of the Inferior 
Court of Common-pleas, or Officer of thd 
CttiUjms, including in chis deicription Naval 
OfBcerSt ihall at the fame time have a feat in 
die Senate or Houfe of Reprefentatives ; but 
their being chofen <m: appointed to, and ac- 
cepting the fame,, (hall operate as a refignation 
of their £eat in the Senate or Houfe of Repre- 
fentatives, and the place fo vacated fhall be fil- 
led up. 

And the fame rule fhall take place in cafe 
any Judge of the faid Supreme Judicial Cottrt^ 
or Judge of Probate, fhall accept of a feat in 
Council ; of any Councillor fhall accept of 
either of thofe offices or places. 

And no perfbn fhall ever be admitted to hold 
a feat in the legiflature, or any office of trufl! 
or importance under the Government of this 
Commonwealth, who fhall, in the due courfe 
of Jaw, have been convided of bribery or 
corruption in obtaining an eledion or appoint ' 

tnent. 

m. In 
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III. In all cafes where fums of money ard 
mentioned in this Conftitution, the value thcre-^ 
of {hall be computed in filver^ at fix (hillings 
and eight-pence per ounce : and it fhall bp in 
the power of the legiflature from time to time 
to increafe fuch qualifications, as t<> property of 
the perfohs to be clefted into offices, as th^ 
circumftanccs of the Commonwealth fhall 
require. . : . ^ 

IV. All commiflions fhall be in the name 
of the Commonwealth of Maffachufctts, figncd 
by the Governor and attefted by the SiCr^tarj^ 
or his; deputy, and haye the great feal-tof the 
Commonwealth affixed thereto. ; 

V. All writs ifl*uitig out of the clerk's offic* 
jn any^ of the courts of law fliiall be in the 
wame of the Commonwealth of MafTachufetts. t 
they fhall be under the feal of the court 
frym whence they . ifTue : they fhall . bcaf ^ 
teft.pf the; firfl Juftice of the cpurt ,tQ 
which they fhall be returnable who is not, a 
party, and be figned by the clerk of fuch. 
court. 

VI. All the laws, which have heretofore Jbeeri 

■ * * 

adopted, ufed and approved in the Province^ 
Colony, or State of Maflachufetts-Bay, and 

bfually 
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ufualfy pradifed Qn in the courts of law, ihall 
{till remain apd be in fbll force, until altered or 
repealed by the legiflature j fuch parts, only ex* 
cepted OS are re|>|ugnant to the rights and liber- 
ties contained in this ConfHtution. 

VII. • The privilege and benefit of the wri^ 
of habeas-corpus £hall be enjoyed in this Com^ 
monwealthf in the moft free^ eafy^ cheap^ 
expeditious and ample manner ; and fhall not 
be fulpended by the legiflature, except upon 
the moft urgent and preding occalions, and for 
a limited time not exceeding twelve months. 

Vin. Th$ enading ftyle In making and 
paHing all ads, ftatutes, and laws, ihall 
be, /^ Be it enaded by the Senate and 
Houfe of Reprefentatives in General Court 
aflembled, and by the authority of the (ame.*^ 

IX. To the end there may be no failure of 
jufticc, or danger arife to the Commonwealth 
from the change of the form of government— 
all officers, civil and military, holding con^- 
mifllons under the Government and People of 
Wfafladhu{etts*Bay in New-England, and all 
other officers of the faid Government and Peo- 
ple, at the time this Conftitution ihall take ef- 

H fea. 
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ic€t, fhali have, holdyufcj exerciie, and en« 
Joy all the powers and authority to them 
gi-anted or committed, until other perions 
fhall be appointed in their ftead : arid all courts 
of law (hall proceed in the execution of the 
bufinefs ' of their refpedtive departments ; and 
all the executive and legiflative officers, bodies, 
and powers, fhall continue in full force, in the 
enjoyment and exercife of all their trufts, em- 
ployments, Jind authority, until the General 
Court, and the fupreme and executive officers 
under this Conftitution, are defignated a^d in- 
veflcd with their refpedive trufts, powers and 
authority. , 

X. In order the more efFedually to adhere, 
to the principles, of the Conftitution, and to 
corred thofe violations which by any means 
may be made therein, as well as to form fuch 
alterations as from experience fhall be found 
neceflary, the General Court which fhall be in 
the year of our Lord one tboufand fcven hun- 
dred and ninety- five fliall ifTuc precepts to the 
Scledmen of the feveral towns, and to the 
AflefTors of the unincorporate4 plantations, di^ 
reding them tp convene the qualified voters of 
their refpcdive towns and plantations, for the 

purpofe 
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purpofe of collecting their fentiments on the 
ncceffity or expediency of revifing the Confti- 
tutionf; in order to amendments. 

And if it fhall appear by. the returns made, 
thutiwo- thirds of the qualified voters through- 
out the State who fhall affemble and vote in 
confequence of the faid precepts are in favour 
of fuch revifion and amendment, the General 

Court (hall iflue precepts, or dired them to be 

* • 

ilTued from the Secretary's office, to the feveral 
towns to cleft Delegates to meet in convention, 
for the purpofe aforefaid. 

The iiid Delegates to be chofen in the fame 
manner and proportion as their Reprefentatives 
in the.iecond branch of the legiilature are by 
this Conftitution Co be chofen. 

XI. This Form of Government ihall be en- 
rolled on parchment, and depofited in the Se- 
cretary's office, and be a part of the laws of the 
land ; and printed copies thereof ihall be pre- 
fixed to the book containing the laws of this 
Commonwealth, in all future editions of the 
faid laws. 

JAMES BOWDOIN, President, 
^tteft. Samuxi. Barret', Secretary, 

H z Rhc2Db 
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RHODE-ISLAND CHARTER, 

GRANTEDBY 

KING CHARLES II. 

r 

* • • . 

IN THEFOURTfeENTH YEAR OF HIS REION. 

^intadecima pars Patentium Amo Regni Regis 

Caroli Secundi ^intodecimo. 

CHAkLES the Sccood, by the grace of 
God, &c. To all to whom thefe pre- 
fents ihtdl cortic, grectmg^* Whcrtas v^c^ have 
been informed by the petition of bur tmfty and 
tvcH-beioved feb}e(3:s, John Clarke> on the be- 
half of B^nedia Ataold, William Brenton^ 
WilUam Codington^ Nicholas Eafton> William 
Boulfton, John Porter> John Smith, Samuel 
Gorton, John Weekes, Roger Williams, Tho* 
TMit t)lney, Gregory Dexter, John Cogeihalt^ 
Jofeph Clarke, Randall Houlden, John Greene» 
John Roorae, Samuel Wildbore, Williamj 
Field, James Barker, Richard Tew, Thomas 
Harris, and Williani Dyre, and the reifl: of the 

purchaiers and free inhabitants of our ifland 

called 
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callod Ijlhodo-Jfland, and the rqil of the colpjjy 
of PrpvideijcQ Plant^tipns, in the Narraganfct- 
Bay^ in New England, in Aixi^rica, That 
they* purfuiag with peace and loyal minds 
their ibber, ferious, and religioui inten-^ 
tlons* ©f godly edifying themfelves apd 
one {inqther in the holy Chriftian fa,ith 
^d worihip 9S they were perfuaded, together 
with the gaining over and conyerfion of the 
poor ignorant Indian natives in thpfe parts of 
America to the fincere profeflion and obedi- 
(&ce of the fame faith and worfhip^ did not 
only by the confent apd good encouragement 

^our royal progenitors, tranfport themfelves 
put of this kingdom pf England int;o America ; 
but alfo fince their arrival there, after their firft 
fettlement among other our fubjeds in thofc 
parts, for the avoiding gf difpord and thof? 
many evils which were likely to enfue upon 
thofe pur fubjedts not being able to bear in thof^ 
renjote parts their different apprehenfions irj 
religious concernments ; and in purfuance of 
the aforefaid ends did once figain leave theif 
defirable Nations and habitations^ ^nd with ex* 
oeffive labour and trav?!!^ hs^^ard and charge* 
did tranfplant themfelvos into the midil of the 
Indian natives, who, as we are informed, are 

the moil potent princes and people of all that 

H 3 coun* 
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country ; Where, by the good providence of 
God (from whom the plantations have taken 
their name) upon their labour and indufhry» 
they have not only been prfefcrved. to admira- 
tioni but have encreafed and profpercd, and 
are feized and poflefled, by purchafe and con-. 
fent of the faid natives, to their full content, of 
ffech lands, iflands, rivers, harbours> and roads^ 
as are very convenient both for plantations^ 
and alfofor building of fliips, fupply of pipe» 
ftaves, and other merchandife, and which lye 
very commodious in many refpefts for com- 
merce, and to accommodate our fouthern plan*" 
tations, and may much advance the trade of 
this our realm, and greatly enlarge the territo- 
ries thereof; they having, by near neighbour- 
hood to, and friendly fociety with, the* great 
body of the Narraganfet Indians, given them 
encouragement, of their own accord, tofubjeft 
themfelves, their people, and lands, unto us j 
whereby, as is hoped, there may, jn time^ 
by the blefling of God upon their endeavours, 
be laid a fure foundation of happinefs to all 
America, And whereas, in their humble ad- 
drefs, they have freely declared. That it is 
much on their hearft- (if they be permitted) 
to hold forth a lively experiment, that a mofi 
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ilouriihiDg civil State may ftand^ and bed be 
maintained^ and that among our Englifti fub- 
jcfts, with a full liberty in religious concern- 
ments { and that true piety, rightly grounded 
upon gofpel principles, will give the beft 
and greateft fccurity to fovcreignty, and will 
lay in the hearts of men the ftrongefl; 
obligations . to true loyalty : Now, know 
ye, that we being willing to encourage the 
hopeful undertaking of our faid loyal and 
loving fubje<fil:s, and to fecure them in the 
free exercife and enjoyment of all their civil 
and religious rights appertaining to them, 
as our loving fubjeds ; and to preferve unto 
them that liberty in the true Chriilian faith and 
worfliip of God which they have fought with 
fo much travail, and with peaceable minds and 
loyal fubjedtion to our royal progenitors and 
ourfelves, to enjoy ; and becaufe fome of the 
people and inhabitants of the fame colony can- 
. not, in their private opinion, conform to the 
public exercife of religion according to the 
liturgy, form, and ceremonies of the Church 
of England, or take or fubfcribe the oaths and 
articles made and eftablifhed in that behalf; 
and for that the fame, by reafon of the remote 
diftaoces of tbofe places, will, as we hope, be 

H 4 no 
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no breach of the iwity and uniformity efia^ 
bliihed in this nation^ have therefore thought 
i^t, and do hereby pubUih> grants ordain, and 
declare, that our royal will and pleafu;e is> 
That no perfpn within the faid colony, at any 
time hereafter, fhall be apywife moleiled, pu« 
pished, difquieted, or called in queflion, for any 
diiFercnces in opinion in matters of rejigionj^ 
who do not ad:ually difturb the civil peace of 
our faid colony s but that all and every perfon 
and perfons ma[y, from time to time, and at all 
times hereafter, freely and fully have and en- 
joy his and their own judgements and con* 
fciences, in matters of religious concernments, 
throughout the tract of land hereafter-mention- 
ed, they behaving themfelves peaceably and 
quietly, and not vifing this liberty to licentioufi 
iiefs and profanencfs, nor to the civil injury or 
outward difturbance of others, any law, ftatute 
or claufe (herein contained, or to be contained^ 
ufage or cuftopi of this realm, to the contrary 
hereof, in any wife notwjthftanding. And tha| 
they may be in the better capacity to defend 
themfelves in their juft rights and libcrtiesi 
agaipft all the enemies of the ChriAian faith^ 
and others, in all refpe£ts, we have further 

thought fttj^ and at the humble petition of the 

per , 



perfgns. afocefaid, are graci^ull; pkaf^ rc> def- 
clare* That they fhall hgvc a,n^ enjoy th« bci- 
oefit of our hte aft of iodon^nity, ^Ad fre€ pefr 
don^ as the left of our fubjeds In other oiy 
domioioiis and territories have ^ aad ta create 
sind make them a body politic or cprporatet 
witK the powers or privileges herein afters- 
mentioned*. And accordingly, aur» will and 
pleafure is» and of our efpecial grace> certaia 
knowledge^ and mere motion, we have or*- 
daincd> conftituted, and declared, and by theib 
prefents, for us> our heirs and fucceflbrs, do 
ordain, conftitute, and declare. That they the 
faid William . Brenton, William Codington* 
Nicholas Eafton, Benedift Arnold, William 
BoulftoD, John Porter, Samuel Gorton, John 
Smith, John Weekcs, Roger Williams, Tho- 
mas Olney, Gregory Dexter, John Cc^fhall, 
Jofeph Clarke, Randall Houlden, John Greene, 
John Roome, William Dyre, Samuel Wildbore* 
Richard Tew, William Field* Thomas Harris, 
James Barker, Rainlborrow, 

Williams, and John Nickfon, 
aiid all fuch others as are now, or hereafter 
iliall be admitted, free of the Company ajid So- 
ciety of our Colony of Providence Plantations, 
in the Narraganff t*Bay, in N^w-Englaad, Ihall 

be. 
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be, from time to timCj and for ever hereafter, a 
body corpoi;ate and politic, in fad: and name, 
by the name of the Governor and Company of 
the Englifli Colony of Rhode- Ifland and Pro- 
vidence Plantations, in New-England, in Ame- 
rica ; and that by the fame name> they and 
their fucceffors (hall and may have perpetual 
fucceilrbn, and (hall and may be perfons able 
and capable in the law to fue and be fued, to 
plead and be impleaded, to anfwer and to be 
anfwered unto, to defend and to be defended, 
in all and Angular fuits, caufes, quarrels, mat- 
ters, aaions,and things, of what kind or nature 
Soever 5 and alfo to have, take, poffefs, acquire, 
and purchafe lands, tenements, or heredita- 
ments, or any goods or chattels, and the fame 
to leafe, grant, demife, alien, bargain, fell, an4 
difpofe of, at their own will and plcafure, as 
other our liege people of this our realm of 
England, or any corporation or body politic 
. within the fame, may lawfully do : and further. 
That they the faid Governor and Company, 
. and their fucceffors, fhall and may, for ever 
hereafter, have a common feal, to fervc 
and ufc for all matters, caufes, things, and 
affairs whatfoever, of them and their fuc- 
.ccffors, and the fame feal to altcSr, change, 

breakj 
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break, and make new from tin^e to time, ' 
at their will and plcafurc, as they ihail 
think fit. And further, we will and ordain, 
and by thefc prefcnts, for us, our heirs and fuc- 
c^fTors, do declare and appoint. That for the 
better ordering and managing of the affairs and 
bufinefs of the faiti Company and their fuccei^ 
fors, there (hall be one Governor, one Deputy- 
Governor, and ten Afliftants, to be from time 
to time coniHtuted, ele<fted, and chofen, out of 
the freemen of the faid Company for the time 
being, in fuch manner and form as is hereafter 
in thefe prefents expreiTed ; which faid officiSrs 
(hall apply themfelvcs to take care for the beft 
difpofing and ordering of the general buiine(f 
and affairs of and concerning the lands and he* 
reditaments herein after mentioned to be grant- : 
ed, and the plantation thereof, and the go-* 
vcrnment of the people there. And for the 
better execution of our royal pleafurc herein, 
we dOt for us, our heirs and fuccciTorSi. ^ffign» 
name, conflitute and appoint, the aforefaid 
BenediA Arnold to be the firfl and prefent Go* 
vernor of the faid Company, and the^faid Wil- 
liam Brcnton to be the Deputy-Governor, 
and the faid William BoulftoDj John Porter, 

Roger 
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Roger Williami, Thomas Olney, John Smith, 
John Greene, John CogeChall, James Barker^ 
William Field, ind Jofeph Clarke, to be the 
ten prefent Affiftants of the iaid Company, to 
continue in the faid feveral offices refpe^ivcly 
until the firft Wednefday which fhaW be in the 
m6nth of May now next comi og. And further, 
wc will, and by thefe prefents, for us, our heirs 
and fucceflbrs, do ordain aod grant. That the 
Governor of the faid Company for the time be^ 
ing, or in his abfence, by occafion of fickneft 
- ot otherwife, by his leave or pcrihiffion the 
Deputy-Governor for the time being, (hall and 
may, from time to time, upon all occafions, 
give order for the affembling of the faid Com- 
pany, and calling them together, to confult and 
advife of thebufinefsand affairs of the faid Con^ 
pany ; arid that for ever hereafter, twice in evexy 
yeof, that is to fay, on every firft Wedncfiiay 
in the nionth of May, and on every litft 
Wednefday in Ofiober, or oftenec , in c^e it 
fhall be requifito^ the Afiiftants, und fuch of the 
freemen of the faid Company, iK)t exceediag 
fix perfbns for Newport, four perfona for each 
of the refpeftive town^ of Frovidehee, Pof tf- 
mouth, and Warwick, and two pcrfons for each 
other place, town or city, who ihall be from 

time 
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tune to time thereunto ek4led or depiiytqi bjf 
the ma|or {tart of the freeeiien of the rip^)edit$ 
toivns or pkces for whith they /hall . )>e f^ 
dedted or deputed, 0mll havca general meeting 
or zStaxhLy, then and there ta cois^ult^ .advUb 
and dttermine, in and about the a^fiau^s a^id hu^ 
fiaefs of the fat4 Company and P|dantaC|oQ&» 
And further^ we do of ow efpecial grace, f^« 
tain knowledge, and mere motion, give and 
grant unto the faid Governor and Company of 
the Englifh colony of Rhode^Ifland and j^^ovl'* 
dence PUntalidHs, in New-Englarnd, x« i^mer 
rica» and their fucceflbr$> Thd| the G^y^^qr^ 
Or in hk abience, or by his penmifikv^ ;thf 
Deputy-^Governc^i of the faid Company. f(ff 
the time being, the Afllftants, niid fiieh 
of tl^ freemen of the iaid Company, as 
ihall be fo aforefaid eletfted or deputed, 
or fo many of them as (hall be preieht at fuch 
tneeting eft aflembly as aforcfaid; {h&U be called 
the General Affemhly ; and that they, or the 
greateft part of them then prefent, whereof the 
Governor, or Deputy -Governor, And fii of thfc 
AiTiftants at leafl, to be feven, (hall 'have, and 
have hereby given and granted unto them full 
power and authority, from time to time, ^nd 

dt 
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at all times Iicreafter, to appoint, alter, and 
change fuch day^, times and placts of meetings 
ahd' General AiS^mhly^ as they fhall think fit i 
and to chufe> nominate, and appoint fuch and 
£o maay perfons as they fhall think fit, and 
fliall be willing to accept the fame, to be free 
' t>f the faid Company and body politic, and 
them into the fame to admit; and to eleft and 
conftitute fuch offices and officers, and to grant 
fuch'needful commiflions as they fhall think fit 
and requifite, for ordering, managing, and dif- 
patching of the, affairs of the faid Governor and 
Company, and their fucceffors {• and, from time 

* 

to tkhe, to make, ordain, conflitutei or repeal; 
fuch laws, flatutes, orders and ordinances, forms 
and ceremonies of government and magiftracy^ 
as to them fhall feem meet, .for the good and 
welfare of the faid Company, and, for the gg^^ 
.vernment and ordering of the lands and heredi* 
ttaments herein after mentioned to be granted, 
and of the people that do, or at any time here- 
after fhall inhabit, or be within the fame ; fo 
as fuch laws, ordinances, and conflitutions, Co 
made, be not contrary and repugnant unto, but 
as. near as may be agreeable to the la,ws oif 

this our realm of England, confidcring the na-^ 

i' » ' * 

ture and conflitution of the place and people 

there i 
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there j and alio to appoint, order, and dircd, ' 
ered and icttle fuch places and courts ofjurif-' 
diAion, for hearing and determining of all ac-' 
tions, cafes, matters, and things, happening' 
within the faid colony and plantation, and 
which ihall be in difpute, and depending there 
as they fhall think fit ; and alfo to diftinguiffi 
and fct forth the fevefal names and titles, du- ' 
ties, powers and limits, of each court, office* 
and officer, fuperior and inferior ; and alfo 
to contrive and appoint fuch forms of oaths and 
atteftations, not repugnant, but as near as may 
be agreeable, as aforefaid, to the laws and (la- 
totes of this our realm, as are convenient and 
requifitc, with refpedto thedueadmmiftration' 
of juftice, and due execution and difcharge of 
all offices and places of truft, by the perfons 
that (hall be therein concerned j and alfo to re- ' 
gulateand order the way and manner of all 
clcdions to offices and places of truft, and, to 
prcfcribe, limit and diftinguifh the number, 
and bounds of all places, towns and citids,' 
within the limits and bounds herein after men- 
tioned, and not herein particularly named, who 
have or fliall have the power of clefting arid" 
fending of freemen to the faid General Alfem, 
blyj and alfo to order, dirpd and authorife, 

the 
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thcimpefiog of lawful an4 re^onaWe fincSj. 
muiaa* imprifQPipents,,an4 execatitagptji^r pu-.. 
Bifliqieftts, pecuniary Jind .oorpojali -upoa 
offenders and delipquents, according to the, 
courfe of other ^ corporations ^ within this 
our kingdom .of .England: and again,, 
ta alter, revoke, anqul or pardpfi, under their 

• - • - * 

common feal, or otherwifc, fuch .fines, jnulds^ 
imprifonments, fentences, judgments and con-^ 
dcmnations, as fhall. be thought fit ; and to di- 

" • 4 

refts rule, prder and difpofe of all other matters 
jmd things, and particularly that which relates 
to the making oif purchafcs of the native In- 
dians, as to them mall feem meet ; whereby 
our faid people and inhabitants in the faid 
Plantations may^ be fo religiouily, peaceably,^ 
and civilly governed,' as that by their good life 
and orderly converfation they may wjnand in- 
vite the native f odians of tlie country to the' 
Itnowtedge and obedience of the only true God 
and Saviour of manTcind j willing, command- 
ing, and requiring, and by thefe prefcnts, for" 
u?, our heirs, and fucceffors, ordaining and ap- 
pointing, that ail fuch laws, ftatutcs, orders^" 
and ordinances, inftrualons, impofitions, and. 
direaions, as (hall be fo made by the Governor/ 
Dcputy,Afliftant8» and freemen,or fuch number 

of 
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Of them as aforefaid, and published in writing 
under their common fed, (hall be carefully aod 

duly obfcrved, kept, performed, and put in ex- 
ecution, according to the true intent and mean- 
ing of the fame. And thefe otir letters patent, 
or the duplicate or exemplification thereof, 
fliall be to all and' every fuch officers, fupcrior 
or inferior, from time to time, for the putting 
of the fame ordcrsi laws, ftatutes, ordinances; 
inftrudions, and dire<5^ ions, in due execution 
againft us, our heirs, and fucceflbrs/ a fufficient 
warrant and difeharge. And further, our will 
and pleafuf e is, ^nd we do hereby for iis, obf 
heirs, and fuccdflbrs, eftablifh' and ordain, that 
yearly, once in the yeir for ever hereafieV^* 
namely, the afofefeid Wednefday (a May, and 
at the town of Newport or el fe where, if urgent 
occaiion do require, the Governor, Deputy- 
Governor, and Affiftants of the faid Company, 
and other officers of the faid Company, 
or fuch of -them as the General AiTembly (hall 
think, fit, /hall be in the faid General Court or 
Aflcmbly, ta.be. Jield from that day or time, 
newly chofen for the year enfuing, by thq 
greater part of the faid Company for the time 
being as fbalLbe then and there prefent. And 
if it fiiall happen that the prefent Governor, 

I Deputy- 
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13|6putj^Gb«criiQr, and Affiftants, bythofefU'd^ 
iknts appointed, or a:ny fuch a$ /hall horeafter 
W*j3cwly choferi into .their rooms, or any of 
thciti, or any o.ther.the officers of the ifaid Com- 
pany> fliall diC# orbe removed from his or their 
ipver^l offices or. places, before the faid general 
4ay of eledtioji (>yliotn we do hereby deckre 
for any mifdemeauour or default to be remove*, 
^bleby tht.Goverporj Affiftanu, and Company,, 
or fucji greater part of thenit.int any of the faidi 
pubiip ,CQur^s to be aiiembled as aforefaid), that: 
Ht^fuif %Qd in eyery (uch cafe, it /ball and may 
^e ia^Wt^ . to and . for the faid Cov^nor, De- 
pttfy-Qov^i[toif» Affifbints, and Conjpany afqre-r 

f%i,4i ai[fflGh greater, part of tl^^fo to bf ai^ 
ieittbled; !asis aforefaid^ in aa^:'!^ th^ir a^[^«« 
bHeSi to pft)Cie4 to a new ekdlioD of odc or 
more cf thfir Cptnpwy , in the ijoom or pkce^ 
roonwxtfylplaccs^ pfvfudx officer or ofgcersjG) 
dymg w r*n\pyed,: according -te thfir <ii<-^^iq«$^ 
And i^mmedii^ely upon and after £iu:h .dtedtioii 
of rlei^iofls madfeof fuch .Govcraoi^ JCfeprufyw 
GavcrncK, Affiftant orAfEftants, or any* other 
officer .of the* iaid Compiny^ .in mariner and 
fbniai aforeiaid, the authorityvrbffice, and pcnvei; 
bcfiire given to the fdrmer Goydrnor, Deputy-i 

1 * 4 ^ 
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6overnof> and other officer and officer^ Co re# 
moved^ m^ whofe Aead and place new ihall be 
chofen^ {h^U ^^ ^o faim and them^ and every 
of them refpedively, ceafe and determioet 
provided always, and our will aod ple^fure is# 
That as well fuch as are by thefe prefcnts; ap-» 
pointed to be the prcfent Governor, Deputy^ 
Govei^nor, and Affiftants of the faid Companyi 
as thofe which fhall fucfcced them, and all other 
officers to be appointed and chofen as aforefaid", 
fhall, before the undertaking the execution of 
the faid offices and places refpeftively, give their 
folemn engagement by oath or otherwife, fot 
the *due and faithful performance of their dutie^ 
in tlieir fevbral offices and places, before flith 
pcrfon or perl!bils as are by thefe prefent» here- 
after appointed to take and receive the fame ; 
that is to fay, the faid Benedid Arnold, who 
IS herein before nominated and appointed the 
prefent Governor of the faid Company, (hall 
give the aforefaid engagement before William 
Brentoii, or any two of the faid Affiftants of the 
faid Company, unto whom we do, by thefe pre- 
fents, give full power and authority to re- 
quire and receive the fame ; and the faid 
William Brenton, who is hereby before nomi- 
nated and appointed the pfefent Deputy-Gover- 

I « nor 
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nor of the (aiid 'Company* .{hall give the afore- 
said- eshgagement before the faid Bcnedi^ At- 
noldV €[f*n3^ftwo of the Affiftants of this f«id 
G*mfiah;^,-unto^ whom^ we do,- by thefe pVtf^ntB, 
givc^fiiJl' power aod-^authofity to pcquirc and 
receiv^e tbe fame 5 and the faid WilUim Boul- 
fton, John Porter,^ Roger Williarts, Thomas 
Oln^y John Smith, John Greene, John Cogc- 
(hall, James Barker, William Fiejd, and Jo&ph 
Clarke> who are herein before nominated and 
appointed the prefenrt Affiftants of the Com- 
pany, ihall give ihe faid engagement to their 
offices and places refpe<5lively belonging, before 
the. faid fienedidi. Arnold and William Breaton^ 
or one of them^ to ,whom refpedively we do 
hereby give full pawcn and authority to require^ 
a«iminifter> or receive, thfi: fanxe. And further, 
our. wjll JincJ pleafiire i^, that all and evefy other 
future Governor, or Peputy- Governor, to ho 
elefte4, and chof^n by yirtue of thef<?.prefcAt6, 
fliall gvv?;,the faid engagement before two or 
mpr.c of tlififaidj(\ffiftants of the faid Company 
for the? time being> unto whom we do, by thefc 
prefentSj..giye^ fuH^ power and autliprity to re- 
fluiic, adminifter, or. receive the famc;^ and 
the faid Aflifiants, *and every of them/*aridall 
and every othel: ofl&cer or officers, to. be here- 

after 



after eleded and chofexi by yirtuQ cff ihph pre^ 
icnts» from lime to tlme^ (hvll give the like en^ 
gagedMonts. to tbei^ <3(6iccrs aod plares i^fytGtivC'^ 
ly b^oijgingj before the Governor or Deputy- 
. Governor /or the time ,bciflg ; unto, ^bich. ftid 
GpYer<u>r or D^qty^rGqvernor^ w<r do by* thcfe 
prefcp^s gi^ye;full fqvief- ^nd authority 4p, r/e- 
quire^ arf^^iniftcc* . or receiye tlx<? -feipe ac- 
CQiidingly« And we^do likewife for ws, our 
heirs, and fiu^ceiTorSi gi^ice and erant unjiocthe 
iaid Governor and Company, and their fuc- 
ccflbris, hy^ thefe.pr^fcnts, that for t1ic„p6re 
peaceable and orderly eovernm^nt of the faid 
Plantations^ it ihall and mav bp * I^fwl^t for 
the Governor, Depuly-Gov^npr, AiEK&hts, 
and all other officers and nainifter^'ortfie faid 
Company, in the adminiftration of fuffice'and 
exercife of government in the faidTlaMtaiidrifi, 
to ufe, exercife, and put^n cxccutio^l'fflcih liics: 
thods, rules, orders} ahd dlreftiotis/hdt^Semg 
contrary aiAd repugnant to the lavi^i fiiW ftakiite$ 
6f this ottr realm, as have%eefvheretofbr(givei» 
ufed, and accuftomed in' ibch caies ref^ediveiy, 
to be put in pradkicc/ until at the next or fdmc 
other General Aflembl)^ efpccial provifion fliall 
be made in. the cafe$ > aforefaid. And we do 
further, for us, our heirs, and fucccflbrs, give 

I ^ and 
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atid grant unt6 the faid Governor 4hd Compafty, 
and thw fucceflbrs, by thefeprttftii^ thatit 
^ali andmiy be lawiFirVto ancl for the'MdOto- 
vernor, or in his abfcncc iEhc'Deputfy-iGbV^rndr 
^d major part pT' thii' faid *Affiftantsr ' for ''the 
time* feeing, at any ti hi^; ' WKen * the faid'- 'GVne- 
fal AlTembly is not fittirfg', ta nbrriinatei apjioihti 
^nd coriftitiite fiich arid {o nfany C6hiirtiafid^r», 
GovcrnorV^ and Mifitary tJffitcrs, aS-te them 
(hajf Icieoi reqtufit'e,^fof the leading," <:brfdu(!l-i 
ing, and training up Aelnhabitants of ^he 
faid rUnifations in niartial,ai|airs, ahd.for tTie 

defence and f^eguard 6f the.Taid Plantations | 
and that it ihall and may be lawful to and fqr 
all and cyery fuch Comtnander, Governor, and 
Military Officer, that fhallbe foijs aforcfaid, op 
by thc.GoiJccnori -or >n his abfencc the Depu- 
ty-Gpv«npr «ipd fix of. the Afliftan ts, and ma« 
jor |>^r^ l)( tbjC ftcapxn ojf the faid. ;^ompa^y 
jM-efect^ «t;8i»y Qeners^ Aflenxblics, .njC|n»ini^ted, 
jlffM}|n^(), an4 conflicted, aQcoir4iiig tq th« 
tCQQr jckf his and their ir^fpe^ve ^mimiHoiw 
and dire^ons, to ailbasbk^ excrf:ia(e ih' drms^ 
{nar(hal, array, and put la warlikle pofture, thi; 
inhabitants of the f^iid colony^ for^ their efpe^ 

• - 4 • ciai| 



tisd dbf^gce; t^id {%ftty, i anf| to li^d apd con-r 
i^u<3: the /44 inhabjit^^t^ aa^' ^$ exicouater, rer 
pwjf^ .»rtd^; i^fift :by %c^ ^ ajrm$, as well by 
foa.a& bf laj»fi,..?ft lali^ flgj;, . wd d^qft^y, by all 

cv^, aU and flr|(ryMfi»«l|.pj^^ij or pcrfous.a^ 
feali. »< any/tiQie i^cafttr 9lt(^pt 9r eiuer<) 
pra^ithe^deAm^iQn^ inyafimiy detriment, . <^ 
iianoyance4x£ithb^fii^ li^httbittHitf orPlama^ 
tbns ;. and taJiiib aod eiceariii^ itlp latv laartial 
k foch cafts oii1<f as tod^afion jffaall nece^ily 
fequipe; ^and^to t&Ide and {xarpdk, by all vn^% 
and meaos what£)ever, ; all ^nd evoty Aich per* 
fi)n and ^erfbas^- vj^itltji tbeir fl^p piT ihips^ ar« 
piour, atwmwit&nVer |>fhi?r gppds of fach pe;r* 
4>n8^a3 ,&i^ll in lipftile ipajaner ipyade or.a^n 
temp( the defeau^jg; of the ^id Plantation^ or 
the hurt iof< die {jaidCompvxy and inhabitaots ; 
and upoi) juik caufes to invade and deftroy the 
natives^' iadianSt or ^ther enenriiefi of the faid 
colony, ^ Neverthelefs, our will and pje^furc is, 
and we do hereby declare^ to the reft of oiu* Colo- 
nies in New^Gfuglands that it (bail not be lawful 
lor this our f^d Colony of Rhode- Jfland and 
Providence Plantations,in Aiaierica^in New-En- 

1 4 gland. 
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the ixMinds- afid- iWnti^-^-tiietr Md Cd6fikj^,- 
'Sidthoirt tte'ktidwletlgC'aftd fconfent <tf thcfiod 
other Cblonfesi '"AAd--* k- is ftcriby • declattfd, 
that" it (haH'nbt beHlawJRil-to^brfer the ileft of 
flic Cofonies''td'fhVEldd^or TOoKft the native In- 
dian^V or'«hy bth«r '4hhttbktfftfe, *. inhabiting 
within itfae 'boinnii'^ or: limibP -h^vafter men- 
tisiw*i (dieytiKMahg^iiifa^cded themf^ves unto 
o^t-^md bding'^bs^vs- takea into dur fpecial 
jirbftediofl), <^^Itfaont the knowledge and' con- 
Ifeilt" of the' Governor and! Company of our 
Colbny of Rhocfe-Iilandand Providence Plan* 
tatioi). Alfo o'ur will and pleafure is, and we 
do hereby declare lin'to all Chriftian Kings, 
Princes, and States, that if any perfon, which 
fhalV hereafter be of the faid Company or Plan-*" 
tation, or any other by appointment of the 
laid Governor and Company for the lime be-* 
ing, Khali at any time or titQcs hereafipr rob or 
fppil,. by fe4 or; land, or do any hurt| or un- 
lawful hoftility, to any of the fubj^^^ pf us, 
our hears and fucceflbrs, or to any of the fub^ 
jefts of any Prince or State being then in l^aguQ 
with us, our heirs and fuciccflbrs i upon qom-* 

plaint 



jji^ho(iiVi^ ,ln}«**y;4Qpe.jtfr «ay fiich' Prince 

cfSi^«^, o».their-/»»b)^^fc.t»^<S. our -JwiTS an4 

witj^in . uny -parte -pft: PBfi #^?^Ji4 .<^ ;Engl»iul 

of ,i^l iuch injuries done or coatmiHtdi fo as 
the ia^d Prince,, or Qthersfi> complaining, may 
be .fully fatisfied and contented; and if the 
faid p^erfon or pcrfons who fliall. commit any 
foch robbery or fpoil, fhall not make fatisfa<ftioa 
accordingly, within fuch time fo to be limited^ 
that then we, our beits and fucceflbrs, will put 
fucH perfori or perfons out of our allegiance and 
prote^ioh j arid that then it fhall and may be 
lawful and free for all Princes, or others, to 

* • * 

profe'cutc with hoftility fuch offenders, and , 
every of them, their and every of their pro- 
curers, aiders, abettors, and councillors, ia 
that Dchalf. Provided alfo, and our exprefs 
will and plcafure is, and we do by thefe prc- 
ients, for us, ourWrs and fucceffors, qrdain and 
appoint, that thefe prefents fhall not in any man- 
jicr hinder any of our loving fubjedte whatfo- 

ever. 



•ver, from ufiiig&iidexeraiSjigihe^r^^ <)f flfl%^ 
^pdn the <:da{l of Kcw«<Erigland^ in Atnerkvi 
bot that theyi ahd cfcry ior-^nyof thpm, ihtH 
lunte full and free power ^axd liktrty ta c6ati«^ 
Btae and ttfe the ^ade dF fiAtkig qj^ the fatd 
^di ic^ any of the feastbereuDtb a^othitig,- Of 
any arm^of the iea^ or fafo'Wtef^ rivers and 
trecfcs, where they have* been accoiftoined to 
fiffi,' and to huild and f6f upon the Waftd Ikiid 
lieldnging to the faid Colony ahd ' PlantiCltotSi 
fuch' wharfs, ftages, andwork-houfcs, as2bal| 
fee.neceiTary for the fallings ^^yj^g.« ^^ keep* 

ing of their fiih to be taken or gotten tipon 

«i . ' • *.,». •• 

that coaft. And further, for the encourage- 
ment of the inhabitants of our faid Colony of 
Providence Plantation to fet upon the bufinefs 
of taking whales, it ihali be lawful forthenii 
pr any of them, having ftruck a whale, du- 
bertus, or other great fiih, it or them tp 
purfue unto that coaft, and into any l>ay 
jiver, cove, creek or fbore, belonging there- 
to, and it or them, upon the iaid coaft, 
pr In the faid bay, river, cove, creek, or 
'{hore belonging thereto, to kill and order 
For the beil advantage, without moleilation» 
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^1^ inUeihg no wilful ^zfkt or fpoili ati]^ 
diiog in l^eft prefeRts tol^tdned, or any other 
m^Awf or ihuig*tD th^ xiontury notwithftand^ 
wg. ' Audi fbrthcr: alio, - wo am graciosfly 
p\mi§B^jt9aA ^ kfsnby^hffo, -that if any of 
thfeitihabittnt8(<>floiir faid'Colcm^ do fet upoh 
tbe piaiMsng of nncyards, { the foil and climate 
b6th li*»iiig naturally to concur to the pro'^* 
doditfo 'i$f^wiae$^) or be in^duftriou^ in the dlf^ 
ccHMfi^r of fiftiiftg^bankSi in 'or about 'the faid 
Cl>l<my> wewill;^ from dme to time, .give and 
^llo^all due and fitting encouragement there^ 
iHt as to^oth'erkih cafes ^f like nature^ And 
farflltr, Ijsf our i!n^re artiple grace, certaio 
JCDOwicdgtf^ and mere inotion, we have given 
juid graotedy and bjr tkef& pf ef^nts, for us, oiii^ 
Jteics^ and ibocbiiars, do give and grants unto 
.the faidi^fOvxroor and Company of thd £n^ 
gUih Colony, of Rhode-lflahd and Frovidenct 
Platitatiorif in the Narraganfet Bay, in New- 
.Englandf. in America, and to every, inhabitant 
tthcre, and to every pcrfbn and perfons trading 
:thither«. and to every fuch per fom or perfons. 
as^re ©r fhall be free of the faid. Colony, full 
.power and authority, from time to time,, and at 
^ time$ hereafter, to l^ake^ (hip, tranfport, 

and 
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and c&rry avif^y, outo^.any of jou|.iirtdmsfl«#^ 
domlniQps, for js^odi* towafdsrotbib'49lfcOtiltf^ 
znd defence erf* tbe fcidlColinfj^ ifech wdifii 
ynany of our loving fubjefts. :aml flrwlgcrs^';^^ 
ihall or will wUlingl)! aecompaay 'them in ao^ 
to their iaid Colony :md: Plantatmn^ mic9p% 
fiich pcrfon or pcripw a«.afe or BmW W'lbcrcin 
icftrained by us, our beirs^ aiKt AwJ^^flfen, of 
any law or ilatute.of tbts rcabni; aYtf{;^& to 
fbip and tranfport 9)! and ai) noannlr 'of gvpdfe 
chattels, mercbandizet and other thiog^what^ 
focver, that arc or ihall be ufeful ojj rtcc^i&rjr 
for the faid Plantations, and/ dcfdace- tho'cpf^ 
and ufually tranfpof ted, apd not pinbibftcid.ljX 
any law or ilatute. pf this Qur.realq:i»j|«^eldii^ 
and paying unto us, our hei&r«.and ^in^dlbrt,^ 
fuch th€ duties, cu^oms aadlubfidies^ ^ i^^ 

ought .to be paid or p^ahlBfoo:tb^iamfg -^04 
further, our will and pleafure^ is,^ aiid ^wo dci» 
for us, pur heirs and fucoeflbrs, osdain^Addare, 
and grant, unto the faid Go^ernot and Cpmf^ 
pany, and their fuccefibra, that all ahd every tbe 
fubje£l$ of iis, our heirs and fucceflbrs, which 
are already planted and fettled within our faid 
Colony of Providence Plantation, or which 
ihall hereafter go to JAhabit within the laid 

Colony, 
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Calofi^<, fl^d all and evety of their children 
vriikrh have been bord there, or which (hall 
happen !bereafter to be born there, or on the Tea 
going thither or returning from thence, fliai! 
have and. enjoy all liberties and immunities of 
free and natural fubjedd, within any the do- 
minions of U6, our heirs and fucceiibrs, to all 
iotents, conftrudtions, and purpofes whatfocvcr, 
as if tbey and every of them were born within 
the realm of England. And further know ye, 
that we, of our more abundant grace, certain 
knowledge, and mere motion, have given, 
gran"tcdf and confirmed, and by thefe prefents, 

for us, our heirs and fucceflbrs, do give, grant 

and confirm unto the-faid Governor and Com- 

.... • 

pany, and their fucceflbrs, all that part of our 
dominions in New -England, in America^ 
CGfiitaining the Nahantick and Nanhygs^&fett, 
alias Narraganfet Bay, and countries and parts 
adjacent, bounded on the weft, or wcftcrly, 
to the middle or channel of a river there, com- 
monly called and known by the name of Paw-» 
catuck alias Pa wcawtuck * river,, and fp along 
the faid river,^ as the greater or middle ftteatti 
thereof reacheth or lies up into the^ north 
country, northward unto the head thereof^ 

and 



;* 



^d from thence by.» ftmt lin* drawn dad 
north, until it meet • with the footh line o^ 
the Maffachufctts Colony, and on the north 
or northerly, by the aforefaid fouth at ffeutheri^ 
ly line of the Maffachafetts Colpny 6r Planta- 
tion, and extending towards the e^ft or eaft- 
wardly three Englifli miles, to the eaft and 
north-eaft of the .moft eaftern and north- 
eaftern parts of the aforefaid Narraganfet Bay, 
as the faid Bay lieth or extendeth itfelf froni 
the ocean on the fouth or foothvsrardly, untd 
the nwuth of the river which runneth towards 
the town of Proyidence> and from thmice along 
the caftwardly fide or* bank of the'faid rivef 
(higher called by the name of Seacunct river) 
up to the Falls called Patucket Falls, being the 
moft weftwardly line of Plymouth Colony ; 

and fo. ffom the faid Falls, in a ftrait line due 

• - . - 'J 

north, until it meet with the aforefaid line of 
the Maffacbufetts Colony, and bounded on the 
fouth by the ocean, and in particular the lands 
belonging to the towns of Provijlence, Patux- 
it^, Wacwickei . Mifquammacock,. ali^s Pavy^ 
patucJc, and .the t^Q^ u|>oq ^he^ ipajq^ landl., iij 
the traft . aforefaid, ^ ^together .. with Rhode- 

Ifland, Blocke-Ifland, and all the reft of the 
« -•■ 

iilands 
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iflands ind banks in the Narr aganfet Bay^ and 
bordering upon the coaft of the trad aforefaid^ 
(Fiflicr's Ifland only excepted) together witll 
all firm lands, foils, grounds, havens, porti^ 
rivers, waters, fi(hing$, mines royal and all 
other mines, minerals, precious ftones, quarries* 
woods, wood»grounds« rocks, ilates, and aU 
and fingular other commodities, jurifdidion^ 
royalties, privileges, franchifes, pre-eminencics 
and hereditaments whatfoevcr, within the faid 
traft, bounds, lands, and iflands aforefaid, tx> 
them or any of them belonging, or in any- 
wife app^aining. To have and to hold the fame 
tintd the &id Governor and Company, aini thek ^ 
fdccefibrs forever, upon truft, fortheufeand^bd- 

m 

nefit'oFthemielves, and their airociates,'fr6kmefi 
of the faitf Colony, their heirs and ifligrts. To be 
holden of us, our heirs and fucceflbrs, as of thfc 

manor of Eaft-Greenwich in our county df 

« 

Kenti in free and common foccage, and nOt ilir 
capite, nor by knights fervice. Yielding and 
paying therefor to us, our heirs and fucceflbri^, 
only the fifth part of all the ore of gold arkf fll^ 
"ver, which from time to tiriie, and at all tim^s 
h&cafter, (hall be there gotten, had or obtaihea, 
in liea ahd fatisfan^ida of all fervtces> duHbs, 
• • --• • • - - fi^. 
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£nes> forfeitures^ made or to be rnade^ <ia}m$' or 
demands whatfoever, to be tous^ our feieirs or 
faccefibrs, therefor or thereabout jrende3:ed» 
made or paid i ^ny grant or claufe^ in a late 
grant to the GovefnOr ^and Company of Cdn^ 
neiftkul Colony ii% America, to .tbe contrary 
thereof in any wife notwithfta^ii^ ; the afbro- 
ikid Pawcatuck river havii^ been yielded'aftor 
much debate, . for the fired and c^miji iidands 
between thefe our faid Colonies, by 'tktt Agents 
thereof; who have al fo agreed, that the faid 
•Pawcatucfc river fhall alfu be called alias Nar*- 
fogancctt or Narroganfett river, and to prevent 
future difpufees that btherwife might ^ifethere^ 
by,for ever hereafter ihall be coallrued, ^^^^64 
and taken to .be the Nacrogancett riiror; |i^.QW 
Jate grant to Coane<fbicut Colony;^ me(iti0ned 
a$ the eafterly bounds of thatColony^ • Aty& £i(ir«» 
ther, o<9r will and pleafure is^ that id all i^^l^ers 
of public c6t^trovetne8.| which may fall outbet* 
tweeh ourCclonyof Coni^edticat andProvidn^nci^ 
Plantation^ to mak^ tbeit^ appeal th^dn to ^^s^ 
our beir«r and fuGc^flbrs^^for redref^ in fuchcajei^ 
withinthiS'Our realm of England : ancj that ^t 
fljall bi^law^ui^oAndfpi&^the.iphabitents pf the 

iaid Colonyxjf Proviience,PJ(antatioawitJbpat 
Ittt or moleilation topafs and repafs with free- 
dom 
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4om into and through the reft of the Englifh 
Colonies upon their lawful and civil occafioiis^ 
and to \:onverfe, and hold commerce, and 
trade with fuch of the inhabitants of our other 
l^nglifli Colonies, as (hall be willing to admit 

them thereunto, they behaving themfelves 
peaceably among them ; any a£t, claufe^ or 
ieotence, in any gf the faid Colonies provided^ 
or that ihall be provided, to the contrary in any 
wife notwithftanding. And laftly, we do fo^ 
us, our heirs and fucceifors, ordain and grant 
amto the faid Qoyernor and Company, and 
their fucccflbrs, by thefe prefents, that theie 
our letters patents ihall be firm, good> c£- 
fedujtl, and avfiilable, in all things in the law^ 
loaH iQteats, conftrudtions and purpofes what- 
fpever, according to pur true intent and meaii'» 
ing herein hcfore declared ; and (hall be con* 
firufid, .reputfji ^rd adjudged in all cafes, mo^ 
ftvournbly on the behalf, and for the bcft bene- 
fit aad behoof of the faid Governor Vid Cpm^ 
pany, a«d th?ir (iicccifof s, . although exprefs 
mention, &c^ In witnefs, G?r. witnefs, G^c. 

Per Ipfum Regem. 

[Since the commencement of hoftilities by 
^Great Britain, the State of Rhode-Ifland and 

• K Provi- 
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Providence Plantations has not aflumed a form 
of government different from that contained 
in the foregoing Charter. For in that, the 
King ceded to the Governor and Company, all 
powers, legillativc, executive, and judicial, re- 
ferving to himfelf, as an apknowledgement of 
his fovereignty, a render of the fifth part of 
the gold and filvcr ore that (hould be found 
within the territory. The Governor, chief 
magiftrates, and legiflators are chofen by the 
freemen as ufual, and all judicial and executive 
officers are annually elected by the Governor 
and Company, or Upper and Lower Houfe of 
Afiembly. All pioceffes, original and judicial, 
formerly ilTued in the King's name, but they 
now ifTue in the name of the Governor and 
Company. The oaths of allegiance and of 
office are made conformable to the principles 
of the Revolution. The Governor, in his le- 
giflatlve capacity, cannot give a negative to 
any adt of the two Houfes ; but, in common 
with the other magiftrates, has one voice only. 

. The State is divided into five counties, in 
each of which there is a Court of Common 
Pleas and General Seffions of the Peace, held 
twice every year, for the trial of all caufes not 

<:apital^ 
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capital, that arife within their limits; from 
whi^h an appeal lies to, the. fupecior court of 
judicature, court of ailize and general jail de- 
livery, whofe jurifdidion extends over the 
whole State, and who alfo fit twice a-year in 
each county; The Conftitution admits not of 
religious eftabliniments, any farther than dje-« 
pends upon the voluntary choice of individu- 
als. All men profeffing one Supreme Being 
arc equally protected by the laws, and no par- 
ticular fed can claim pr6-*eminei)ce. 
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CONSTITUTION op CONNECTICUT. 

GON NECTICUT is divided into fix coun- 
ties^ and each county is divided into a 
number of towns. Each town hsTs a right to 
fend two Reprcfentatives to the General Court 
or Aflembly. The General Court confifts of 
two branches, called the Upper and Lower 
Houfc. The Upper Houfe is compofed of the 
Governor^ Deputy-Governor, and twelve Af- 
fiftant? or CouncillcM-s ; and the Lower Houfe 
tff.ths Reprefentiitives: ofJthc feveral towns. 
This Court has the fole pc^er to make and 
repeal laws, grant levies, difpofc of lands be- 
longing to the State, to particular towns and 
perfons ; to credt ahd ftilc judicatories and of- 
ficers, as they ftiall lee neceflary for the good 
govefxunent of the people ; and alfo to call to 
account any court, magiflrate, or other offi^ 

cer. 
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(*r, for any mifdemeahor or mal-aclrtilniftra- ' 
tion { and for jiift caufe may fini, difi>l»c«, or^ 
remove them, or dieal bthenvife, as -the- nature 
of the cafe fhall require ; and' deal' of aft in 
any otkcr matter that concerns the good of the 
State, except the^leftion of Governor, Depu-' 
ty-Oovcrnor, AffiAaftts, Treasurer, aad Secre- 
tat^r,. which {hall be done by the^ fceeroen at- 
the yearly court of eleSion, unkfs there he 
any yzczhcy by reafcn of death ct othefwifet 
aftw theelei%ion, which may be fille4 up by 
the General Court. This Court has power 
alfo, for rcafons fatisfedtory to them, to grant 
fofpenfioft, releafe, and jail delivery upon re- ' 
prieve, in capital und criminal cafes. The Ge- 
neral Court has two ftatcd feflions annually, on 
th€ fecond Thurfdaye of May and October. 

The Governor, or in his abfcnce the Depu- 
ty-Go»ernor, may i^all the^ Aflcmbly, on fpe- 
eial emergencies^^ to^ meet at any other time. 
The ©overnor, DcpwyvG^yvterrior, Afiiftants, 
and Secretary, are annufSly eleded on the fe- 
cond Thuriday in May. The Reprefentatives 
are newly chofen for each flated feiilon. The 
Judges and JuJlice^ are annually appointed by 
the General Court $ the fatne perfons are com-* 

) K 3 monly 
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tnonly re-^appoiated from time to tim^ during 
their capacity to fcrve, unlcfs guilty of mifbe- 
haviour. , The iherifFs arc appointed by the 
Governor and Council^ without limitation of 
time^ but may be fupcrfeded by the authority 

that appoints them. The Governor fgr the 
time being is Captain- General of the Militia j 
the Deputy-Governor, Lieutenant-Genefijl; the 
other general officers and the field-officcxs are 
appointed by the General Court, and commif- 
fioned by the Governor. The captains and 
fubal terns are chofen by the vote of th? Com - 
pany and houfholders living within the limits 

of the Company i the perfons fo chofen mufl 

_ • 

be approved by the General Court, ^and com^ 
roiflioned by the Governor, before they have 
power to execute their ofiices. All the mili- 
tary officers bold their oifice^ .during the plea- 
fure of the AflcmbJy, nor can they ceiign their 
commiflions without leave of the Captain* 
General, under penalty of doing duty in the 
ranks as private foldierSf 

The mode of eledling the Governor, Oepu- 
ty-Govcrnor, Affiftants, Treafurer, and Secre- 
tary, is, that the freemen in the feveral towns 
meet on the Monday next after the iirft Tuef-* 

day 
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day in April annually (being the day appointed 
by law for that purpofe, and choofing Repre- 
fentatives), and give in their votes for the perr 
fons they choofc for faid offices refpedlively, 
with their names written on a piece of paper, 
which votes are received and fealed up by a 
conflable in the freemen's meeting ; the votes 
for each of faid officers' in a* difFereht paper, 

• ft 

writing on the outfide the name of the town, 
and the * office for which the Votes are given ' 

in, which are fen t by the * Ueprefentatives 
to the General Court, to be held on the fc- 
cond Thurfday of May next enfuing ; at which 
time, after the Houfe of Reprefentatives have 
chofen a Sj^eaker and Clerk, a committee is 

« 

chofen of Members of both Houfes, to fort 
and count the votes, and declare the names of 
the perforis chofen to faid offices. Any freeman 
qualified to vote for Reprefentativet, &c. may 
be eledted to any office brider Government. In 
choofing Afliftants tvsrcnty perfons are nomina- 
ted by the votes of the freemen, given in at 
their meeting for choofing Reprefentatives in 
September stnnually, and fealed up and fent to 
the General Court in Oflober then next, which 
9TC counted by a committee of both Houfes, 
and the twenty perfons who have the greateft 

K 4 number 



1 



$36 (XSNSTiTUtiOJil OP CONNECTICUT, 
numtcr of votes ftand in iiominatioiH ^ oiit of 

* ■ ■ * f 

which titrmber twelve are td be cho^^n Afcft- 

■ 

^ntt by ^c freemen, thfe riext April, iii 

tnanncr afore defcribed. 

• The gmlificatioris rcquifit^ to thMt ^ pet:- 

fon to vote in eledion oif the oihcers of Go- 
ycrnment are^ maturity in years, quiet and 
peatckl)le behaviour, a civil conyerfatioHf and 
ibrty ihillings freehold, or forty pounds perfo- 

^ J.' t»4v.*. I 

nal ellate : if the Selcd^mpn pf the, town cer- 
^ify a perfon qualifie4 ifi thofe refpe(%s^ he i$ 
admitted a freeman, on his taking gn oath pf 
fidelity to the State. 

The names of all $hat are thus Jrimitted, arc 
inroll?d in the ;town^clerk*s ofEee^ and conti- 

fiue freemen during lifeV unlefs disfranchifcd 

1' 

by a fentence of tbp fuperior Court pij cojivicr 
^on of a mifdemeinor. ' 

The Governor, or in his abfence the Dteputyu 
ptovcrnpf , iritht Upper Hbu!e> and tlie Speaket 
in th? LpWer Roufe of AfTeftiblj^, have i caft* 
ing voice when the Mcnjbcfrs oif the re^eiffivfe 
Houifes; includirtg the Gbyernor and Speaker, 
are eqiially divided ih opinion on any ducftion 



» *■ < 



Thcr'e 
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^h^te iM^tBk Stm ii<ripetbrrdtiit, cbn^ 
fifldi^ofooc chief jBdgriand four ^fh^^ j^dgfii, 
which have authority in all caopiiWkl cafei ex- 
tending toHfey limb, anid baidibittisiit^ dnd to 
hear an^ determiae all civil e^ods-broUghV \S^ 
appeal from the County C0¥mi> er ofr writs tff 
error^. This court alfo hath duthorityviii all . 
matters of div&rce* thifc jtfHi t^ ftatfed fef- 
fitos.of th& fuperior court Ia eaok ^liniy 
abnua^y.. . r . , 

There are alfo county courts hdld in ftelcvdt. 
(|1 counties, confining of &ae Judgel ahti four 
Juftices of the Qudrutti, whofiatejurifdiaiioh 
in aU crirtiinAl ckCes arifing Wrthin their re- 
fpeaive countUs, where tkte puiifflirhent does 
fiot attend fo life, linab, or bafiiftitnent. The 
county courts alFo haVe origi/ial juritdiaion in 
all civil adtiohs wherein th6 demand exceeds 
forty {hillings. ' 

The fuperidr -and County toUfts try matters 
of faa by a j ury, according lo the courfe of the 
common law. 

Juftices qf _ the pearce have authority tp 
Jiear and determine civil ajftions jwhcre the dec 
mand does rfot exceed forty /hillings. Th^ 
alfo hay? authority in fomc cafes of a criminal 

nature. 
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namre, puniihablc by fine not exceeding for- 
ty (hii lings, > -cr whipping not exceeding ten 

^ripes^ or fitting in the ftocks. 

( This State is alfo divided into a nunaber of 
probate difl:rifSt5> lefs than counties ; in ^ach of 
which is appointed a Judge for the probate of 

'wills, granting ; adminiftration on'^ inteilatc 
■ ;^tcs, api>piptingsu^dians% miners, ordci^ 

,lng jc|iftrib\jtip^ pf . inteftate ?ftates, &c. An 

appeal lies from any decree of this court to the 
.iupcrior cottct*, : . • ' . . 

.. . , Tlje /upfeopr^.. cotinty, and . probate courts 
^appoint their freiipedive clerks; 
/The General Court has till' very lately bee|i 

the only court of chancery ia this State. Bat 
by a late* law, the county coprts determine 
matters of equity from five pounds to two 
hundred pounds value -, the fuperior court froqi 
two hundred to eight hundred pounds value . 
and the QeneraJ Affembly all cafes exceeding 
the laft mentioned fum. 

i * ' * • 

All attornies at law are admitted, aini 

» • • • 

fworn by the county courts; there is no 
^attorney -general, ' |?ut there ufed to be one. 

King's attorney iii each county ; but fincc the 
'^King has abdicated tlie government, they arc 

now' attornies 'to'" the Coverhor and Company. 

NEW- 



{ «39 ) 



N ^W^Y R K. 



THE 

C O N S T I t.UT I O. K 



' « ■ • 



O F* TUIE ' 



-»,.■• 



STATE of NE W-Y Q R K. 



» . ♦ 






ESTABLISHED BY THE CONVENTION, J^U^, 
THORISED A>JD, EMPOWERED fOR THAT 
PURP0SE,-APR1L 20,1777.- ■ 






!• TT HIS Convention^ in thje name and bjr th?; 
authority of the- good people of this 
StatCj doth ordain, determine, and declare, that 
no authority (hall, on any pretence whatever^ 
be exercifed over the people or members of 

this State, but fuchas fhall be derived from and 

• ... . ' " ■ ' 

granted by them. , . , ,r 

II. This Convention doth further, in the 
name and by the authority of the good people 
ofthisState^ ordain, determine, and declare, 
that the fupreme legiilative power, w^ithin this 
State, ihall be veiled in two feparate and di- 
fiind bodies of men ; the one to be called, 

* • « 

The Asjembly of the State of New- 

York i 
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YoRKj the other to be called. The Senate 
OF THE State of- Nbw*Y6rjc ; who 
together jDball form the legiflaturc, and meet 
once, at leaflj^ In every year for the dif- 
patch of bufinefs. . ; 

III. And whereas laws inconfiflent with the 
Ipirit of this^ortftitution, or with the ptlblJcr 
good, maybe haftilygtudfinadyifedly pafled ; be it 
ordained^, that the fipvecnor forjth? iime bqng, 
the (Chancellor, and tlic Judges of the Supreme 
dburt, t)r any two of them, tc^etlier with the^ 
Governor, fhall be, and hereby arc, conftitutsd 
a Council to revife all bills about to be paffed 
ititftlaws by the legiflaturc ; and for thatpur** 
pofe fhall affemblc themfelves, from time to 
time, when the Icgiflature fhall be convened ^' 
fbr 'which, neverthelefs, they (hall not rccoitre 
any faiary or Cortfideration, under any pre- 
fence whatever. And that all bills which 
have pafled the Senate and AffemWy, ihall>* 
Before they become kws, be prcfeftted to the 
faid Council for their revifal and cpfifi^ltratipn v. 
^nd if upon fuch rcvifion and cotifideration; it 
fliotild appear improper to theTaid Cotmcfl/^r. 
a majority of them, that thefaid bill fhpttldbc-*. 
come i law tjf thi^ State, that they return the 
faine, togfethtf with their objeAions thereto in 
* writing, 
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writing, to the Senate or Houfe of Aflembly, in 
which-foever the fame fhali have originated, 
who fhall enter the objedtions fent down by the 
Council, at large, in their minutes, and proceed 
to rc-confidcr the faid bilL But if after fuch 
re-con fideration, two-thirds of tTie faid Senate 
or Houfe of Affembly (hall, notwithftanding 
the faid objedionjs, agree to pafs the fanje, it 
fliall, together with the obje(3uons, be ferit to 
the other branch of the legillature, where it 
fhall alfo be re-confidered, and, if approved by 
two-thirds of the Members prefent, feaJf be a 
law. 

And inordtrto prevent any unneceflary de- 
lays, be it further ordarncd, that if any Jbiilfliail 
not be reramf.d by the Council within teri days 
rfter It (hail hive been prefented, the fame ffiall 
hp a law, udefs the legiflaiure (hall, by their 
adjournment, render a return of the faid 4>iH 
within ten d»ys impriifticahie ; in whkh eafe 
the bill fli^IJ be returned 00 the firift day of the 
.meeting of the legiflature, after the ^xpirajtioa 
.of- the faid tep days. 

IV. That the Affttahly ih^l confift ojf a^ 
leaft fevcnty Members, to be annually diofeiji 
jla the fcvergl Counties. ui the •pcQp9ixi9Ji& fpl* 

lowing, viz. 

^' . . ■ ■ ■ 

'For 
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For the City and County of New-York, nih/. 

The City and County of Albany, ten» 

The County of Dutchcfs,7h;^;7. 

The County of Weftchefter, ^x. 

The County of Ulftcr,^V. 

The County of SufFolk,^^;^. 

The County of Queens, Jour. 

The County of Orange, yi«r. 

The County of King's, two. 

The County of Richmond, two. 

The County of Tvyon, Jtx. 

• * « 

The County of Charlotte,yZ?i^r, 

The County of Cumberland, tiree. 

The County of Gloucefter, two. 

y. That as fbon after the expiration of fevcn 
ycacs, fubfequent to the termination of the 
present war as may be, a ^^^i of the electors 
and inhabitants in this State be taken, under 
the direAipn of the legiilature. And if on fach 
cea/us it fhall appear that the number of Re- 
pr^fentatives in Aflembly from the faid Coua- 
ties is not juflly proportioned to the numbei- 
of Eledors in the faid Counties refpeAively^ 
&at thelegiflature do adjufl: and apportion this 
fame by that rule* And further, that once in 
every fevcn years after the taking of the* faid 

firft 
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fLtik'ctnfuSi a jirft Account of the Electors rcfi- 

dent in each county flialV be taken ; and if ir 

• ♦ » 

fhall thereupon appear that the number of 
Eledlors in any county fhall have encreafed or^ 
dimini{hed. one or more fcventieth parts of the* 
whole number of Eleftors which on the faid 
iirft cenfus (hall be found in this StatCy^thc 
number of Repfefentatives for fuch county 
ihall be encreafed or diminifhed accordiirgly, 
that is to fay, one Reprefentative for cwrj 
ieventieth part as aforefaid. 

VI. And whereas an opinion Jiath long pre«I 
Tailed among divers of the good people of this 
State, that voting at eledfions by ballot, would 
tend more to preferve the liberty and equal free* 
dom of the people than voting viva voce : to 
the end, therefore, that a fair experiment he^ 
made, which of thofe two methods of voting i j. 
to be preferred : 

Be it ordained, that as foon as may be after 
the termiiiatioft of thepre&nt war between the- 
United States of America and Great Brittio, ao; 
z€t or ads be pafied by the legiflature of i\mi 
State, for caufing all elections thereafter to be. 
beld in this State, for Senators and Reprcr 
ietttatives iii A(]embly] to be by ballot, and di^i 
redling the manner in which the fame ihall be. 

con* 
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condttdcd. And whereas it is poffibjc, thalfc 
after aU tlic care of the legiXUture in framing 
^ f^ a& or z&Sf certain incoaveaiencies aad 
mifchiefs, unforefe^n itt this day, may b^ found 
to attend the faid mode of denting by ballot : 

It is fprth^r ordalnQd, that if after a fi^ll and 
iGur experiment ihail be made of voting by bal- 
lot sfoisefiud, the fame fliall be found lefs con- 
ducive to the fkfcty or intereft of the State than 
t]^e jnethad jo£ voting vivJ voce, it £hall be law* 
ful and conflitutional for the legiflature to abo-. 
lidi the fame': provided two-thirds of the 
Memhers pref^ot in each Houie refpedively 
(ball CQQCur therein : And further, that, during 
the CPAtinuaao^ of the preftnt w^r, and until 
the kgiOature.of !thi$ State ihall provide for die 
eiofhon of Soiators and Reprefentatives iA 
A^erdbly by ballot, the faid eledions (hall be 

made vivd voce. 

Vil. TJiat ev^ry male inhabitant of full agCf 
who ^hall ^have per(baalLy refided within one of 
ihtf isdunties of this State for fix months im«' 
mediately precedirig the day of eleftion, ihail, 
a*iudi.clcaion, be intitled to vote for Repre- 
fent^tives of the:faid eaun^y in Afle/nb)y, i^ 

daring the time ;eforefiu4» he fliaH have bfi^ a 
fecicholdcr pa»T§fljng afreeho^ of the valu? of 

twenty 
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twenty pounds, within the faid cotinty,^ or have 
rented a tenement therein of the yearly value of 
forty fhilHngs, and been rated and aftaally paid 
taxes to this State i Provided always, that every 
perfbn who now is a freeman c^f the city of 
Albany, or who was made a freeman of the city 
of New* York, on or before the fourteenth day 
of Oftobcr^ in the year of our . Lord one thou- 
fand {^:cn hundred and feventy-five^ and fhall 
be actually and ufually refident in the faid citie& 
fefpe£tivejy, fliall be entitled to vote for Repre- 
fentatives in Aflembly within, his faid place of 
refidence. 

VIII. That every eleftor, before he isadmitted 
to vote, (hall, if required by the returning offi- 
cer, or either of the infpedors, take an oath, 
or, if of ^the people called Quakers, an afiirma*- 
tion of allegiance to the State. 

IX, That the Aflembly thus conftitutcd (hall 
choofc their own Speaker, be judges of their 
own Members, and enjoy the fame privileges, 

« 

and proceed in doing bulinefs in like mannec 
as the Aflemblies of the colony of New-York 
of right formerly did ; and that a msgority of 
the faid Memb^s fhall, from time to time, 
conftitute a Houfe to proceed upon bufinefe. 

I. X. And 
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X. And this Convention doth farther, in the 
name and by the authority of the good peo- 
ple of this State, ordain, determine,and declare, 
that the Senate of the State of New- York /hall 
confiftof twenty-four freeholders, to be cbofen 
out of the body of the freeholders, and that 
they be chofen by the freeholders of this State 
pofleffed of freeholds of the value of one hun- 
dred pounds over and above all debts charged 
thereon. 

XL That the Members of the Senate be 
clcded for four years, and immediately after 
the firft eledion, they be divided by lot into 
four claffes, fix in each clafs, and numbered 
one, two, three and four ; that the feats of the 
Members of the firft clafs fhall be vacated at 
the expiration of the firft year, the fecond clafs 
the fecond year, and fo on continually ; to the 
end that the fourth part of the Senate, as nearly 
OS poflible, may be annually chofen. 

XII. That the eleftion of Senators fhall be 
after this manner : that fo much of this State 
as is now parcelled into counties, be divide4 
into four great diftridts ; the fouthern diftrii^ 
to comprehend the city and founty of New-r 
York, Sufifolk, Weftchcfter, King's, Queen's, 
and Richmond counties ; the middle diftridt to 

com* 
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comprehend the counties of Dutchefs, Ulfter^ 
and Orange ; the weftern diftrid, the city and 
county of Albany, ind Tryon county j and the 
caftern diftridi:, the counties of Charlotte^ Cum- 
berland, and Glouccfter. That the Senators fhall 
be cledlcd by the freeholders of the faid di- 
ftridls, qualified as aforefaid, in the proportions 
following, to wit, in the fouthern diftridt nine^ 
in the middle diftrift fix, in the weftern diftrift 
fix, and in the eaftern diftridi three* And be it 
ordained, that a cenfus ftiall be taken as foon aaf 
may be, after the expiration of feven years from 
the termination of the prcfent war, under the 
diredtion of the legillature 2 and if on fuch 
ctnfus it ftiall appear that the number of 
Senators is not juftly proportioned to the fe- 
veral diftridts, that the legiflature adjuft the 
proportion as near as may be, to the number of 
freeholders qualified as aforefaid, in each diftridi* 
That when the number of clcdtors within any 
of the faid diftridls ftiall have increafed one 
twenty-fourth part of the whole number of 
clcdors, which, by the faid cenfusy ftiall be 
found to be in this State, an additional Senator 
ftiall be chofen by the eledlors of fuch diftridi. 
That a majority of the number of Senators to 
be chofen as aforefaid ftiall be neceflary to con- 

L 2 ftitute 
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ftitutc a Senate fufficient to proceed upon bufi- 
nefs, and that the Senate fliall, in like manner 
with the Affembly, be the judges of its own 
Members^ And be it ordained, that it fhalt 
be in the power of the future legilQatures of this 
State, for the convenience and advantage of the 
good people thereof, to divide the fame inte 
fuch further and other counties and diftri<5ls^ 
as (hall to them appear neceffary. 

XIIL And thisConvention doth further, in th« 
^jame and by the authority of the good people 
of this State, ordain, determine, and declare» 
that no Member of this State {hall be disfran- 
chifed, or deprived of any of the rights or privi- 
leges fecured to the fubjefts of this State by 
this Conftitution, unlefs by the law of the 
land or the judgment of his peers. 

XIV. That neither the Affembly nor the Se* 
nate fluall ha^e power to adjourn themfelves for 
any longer time than two days, without the 
mutual confent of both* 

XV. That whenever theAflembly and Senate 
difagree, a conference ihall be held in the pre-* 
fence of both, and be managed by Committees 
to be by them refpefl:ively chofen by ballot. 
That the doors both of the Senate and Aflembly 
ihall at all time^ be kept open to all perfons^ 

except 
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except when the welfare of the State (hall re- 
quire their debates to be kept fecret. And the 
journals of all their proceedings fhall be kept in 
the manner heretofore accuftomed by the Ge- 
neral Aflembly of the Colony of New York, 
and except fuch part5 as they fhall, as aforefaid, 
rcfpeftiveiy determine not to make public, be 
from day to day (if the bufinefs of the iegifla- 
ture will permit) publifhed. 

XVI. It is neverthelefs provided, that thenum-p- 
ber of Senators (hall never exceed one hundred, 
nor the number of Aflembly threie hundred ; 
but that whenever thenumber of Senators fliall 
amount to one hundred, or of the Aflembly to 
three hundred, then, and in fuch cafe, the legif- 
lature fliall from time to time thereafter, by 
laws for that purpofe, apportion and diftri- 
bute the faid one hundred Senators, and three 
hundred Reprcfentatives, among the great dif* 
tridts and counties of this State, in proportion to 
the number of their refpciftive eledlors ; fo that 
the Reprcfentation of the good people of this 
State, both in the Senate and Aflfembly, fliall 
for ever remain proportionate and adequate. 

XVII. And this Convention doth further, in 
the name and by the authority of the good pcor 

pic of this State, ordain, determine, and de-^ 

h 3 Clare, 
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clare, that the fuprcme executive power knd 
authority of this State ihall be vefted in a Go- 
vernor ; and that ftatedly once in every three 
years, and as often as the feat of government 
fhall become vacant, a wife and difcreet freehold* 
cr of this State fhall be by ballot elected Go- 
vernor by the freeholders of this State qualified 
as before defcribpd to elc^ft Senators ; which 
elections fhaU be always held at the times ai}d 
pUces of choofing Reprefentatlves in Aflembly 
for each refpcdkive county ; and that the perfon 
who hath the great^ft number of votes within . 

4 

the faid State, (hall be Governor thereof, 
. XVIIL That the Governor fhall continue 
in office three years ; and fliall, by virtue of his 
office, be General and Commander in Chief of 
^11 the Militia, and Admiral of the Navy of 
this State i that he fhall have power to con- 
vene the AfTemblyand Senate on eiftraordinary 
occafions, to prorogue them from time to 
time, provided fuch prorogations fhall not ex- 
ceed fixty days in the fpaqe of any one year ^ 
and at his difcretion to grant reprieves and par- 
dons to perfons conYi<Sed of crimes, other 
than treafon or rnurder, in which he may fuf- 
pend the execution of the fentence, until it 
^all be reported to the legiflaturc at their fub- 

fequcnt 
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fcquent meeting ; and they fliall cither pardon 
or direift the execution of the criminal, or grant 
a farther reprieve. 

XIX. That it fhall be the duty of the Go- 
vernor to inform the legiflature, at every fef- 
fions, of the condition of the State, fo far as 
may refpedt his department ; to recommend 
fuch matters to their confideration as fhall ap- 
pear to him to concern its good government, 
welfare and profperity ; to correfpond with 
the Continental Congrefs, and other States ; 
to tranfad: all neceffary bufinefs with the 
officers of Government, civil and military; to 
take care that the laws are faithfully executed 
to the beft of his ability ; and to expedite all 
fuch meafures as may be refolved upon by the 
legiflature. 

XX. That a Lieutenant-Governor (hall, at 
every eledlion of a Governor, and as often as 
the Lieutenant-Governor fhall die, refign, or 
be rernoved from office, be eleded in the fame 
manner with the Governor, to continue in 
office until the next eledion of a Governor ; 
and fuch Lieutenant-Governor fhall, by virtue 
of his office, be Prefident of the Senate, and, 
upon an equal divifion, have a cafling voice in 

L 4 their 
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their decidons, but not vote on any other oc-* 

• « 

cafion. 

And in cafe of the impeachment of the Go^ 
vernor, or his removal from office, death, re- 
fignation, or abfencc from th? State, the Lieu-? 
t^napt- Governor fJiaU exercife all the power 

and authority appertaining to the oQice of Go-, 
vernor, until another be chofen, or the Govern 
nor abfent pr impeache4 fhall return or be 
apquitted. Provided, that where the Governor 
fhall, with the confcnt of the |egifla|ure, be 
out of the ^tate, in time of war, at the head 
qf a military fofce thereof, he fhall flill conti- 
nue in his commant^ of ^11 the military force 
qf the State, both t^y fea and land* 

XXL Th^t whenever the gpvernment fhalj 
be adminiflered by the Lieutenant-Governor^ 
or he fhall be unable to atteftd as Prefident of 
the Senate, the Scnatprs fhall have power to 
clcd one of their own members to the office 
of Prefident of the Senate, which he fhall ex - 
crcifc pro &qc vtff. And if, during fuch va- 
cancy of tlie office of Governor^ th? Lieute- 
nant-Governor fhall b? impeached, difplaced, 
refjgn, die, or be abfent from the State, the 
Prefident of th^ Senate fhall ip like manner ^s 

.the 
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the Lieutenant-Governor, admlnifter the goi? 
vernment, untU others fliall be clefted by the 
fftfFrage of tjie people,, at .the fucceediqg 
cleftlon . 

XXII, And this Convention doth further, 
in the name and by the authority of the good 
people of this State, ordain> determine, and dc* 
dare, that the Treafurer of this State (hall be 
appointecj by adt of the legiflaturc, to ori* 
ginate with the Aflembly : Provided, that he 
fliall not be eleded out of either branch of the 
legiflature, 

XXIII. That all officers, other than thofc 
who by this Conftitution are dircifled to be 
othe'rwife appointed, fhall be appointed in the 
manner following, to wit. The Aflembly fhall 
once in every year, openly nominate and ap- 
point one of the Senators from each great di- 
ftrift, which Senators fliall form a Council fot 
the appointment of the faid officers, of whicJ| 
the Governor fqr the time being, or the Lieute- 
nant- Governor, or the Prefident of the Senate, 
when they fliall refpedlively adminifter the go- 
vernment, fliall be Prefident, and have a cs^fling 
voice, ^ut no other vote ; and with the advice 
and confcn^ of the faid Council, ftiall appoint 
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all the faid officers ; and that a majority of the 
faid Council be a Quorum. And further, the 
faid Senators (hall not be eligible to the faid 
Council for two years fucceffively. 

XXIV. T hat all military officers be appoint- 
ed during pleafurc *, that all commiffioned offi- 
cers, civil and military, be commiffioned by the 
Governor 5 and that the Chancellor, the Judges 
of the Supreme Court, and firft Judge of the 
county court in every county, hold their offices 
during good behaviour, or until they (hall have 
refpeftivcly attained the age of (ixty years. 

XXV, That the Chancellor and Judges of 
the Supreme Court (hall not at the (ame time 
hold any other office, excepting that of Dele- 
gate to the General Congrefs, upon (pecial oc- 
cafions ; and that the iirft Judges of the county 
courts in the feveral counties, (hall not at the 
fame time hold any other office, excepting that 
pf Senator, or Delegate to the General Congrefs. 
But if- the Chancellor or either of the faid 
Judges be clc(5led or appointed to any other 
pffice, excepting as is before excepted, it (hall 
be at his option in which to ferve. 

. XXVL That Sheriffs and Coroners be an- 
nually appointed ; and that no perfon (hall be 
capable of holding either of the faid offices 

more 
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more than four years fucceflively, nor the She- 
Tiff of holding any other office at -the fame 
time» 

XXVII. And be it further ordained, that 
the Rcgifter and Clerks in Chancery be ap- 
pointed by the Chancellor ; the Clerks of the 
Supreme Court by the Judges of the faid court; 
the Clerk of the Court of Probates by the 
Judge of the faid court ; and the Regifter and 
Marlhal of the Court of Admiralty by the 
Judge of the Admiralty ; the faid * Marihal, 
Regiflers and Clerks to continue in office dur-* 
ing the pleafure of thofe by whom they are to 
be appointed as aforefaid. 

And that all Attorneys, Solicitors andCoun-* 
fellors at law, hereafter to be appointed, be ap- 
pointed by the court, and licenfed by the firft 
Judge of the court in which they fhall refpec- 
tively plead or pradtife 5 and be regulated by 
the rules and orders of the faid courts, 

XXVIII. And be it further ordained, that 
where by this Convention the duration of any 
office fhall not be afcertained, fuch office (hall 
beconftrued to be held during the pleafure of 
the Council of appointment : Provided, that 
new commiffions (hall be iflucd to Judges of 
the county courts (other than to the firft Judge) 

and 
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and to Juftices of the Peace, once at the 
Jcaft in every three years. 

XXIX. That Town-clerks, Supervifors, 
AiTeffora. Conftables, and Colleftors, and all 
other officers heretofore eligible by the people, 
(ball always continue to be fo eligible, in the 
manner directed by the prefcRt or future ads of 
legiflature. 

That Loan Officers, County Treafurers, and 
Clerics of the Supervifors^ continue to be ap- 
pointed in the manner diredled by the prefent 
er future ads of the legiflature, 

XXX. That Delegates to reprefent this State 
in the General Congrefs of the United States 
of America, be annually appointed as follows, 
to wit. The Senate and. Aflembly (hall each 
ppenly nopiinate as many perfons as fhall be 
equal to the v\rhole number cf Delegates to be 
appointed ; after which nomination they fiiall 
meet together, and thofe perfons named in both 
lifts {hall be Delegates ; and out of thofe per- 
fons whrfe names are not in both lifts, one half 
(hall be chofen by the joint ballot of the Se- 
nators and Members of Aflembly, fo met to^ 
gether as aforefaid, 

XXXr. That the ftyle of all laws fhall be as 
ibllows, to wit> •^ Be it enabled by the people 
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of the State of New- York, rcprefcnted in Sc-» 
nate and AfTembly." And that all writs and 
other proceedings {hall run in the name of ^' the 
People of the State of New- York," and be tcfted 
in the name of the Chancellor or Chief Judge 
of the dourt from whence they fhall iflue. 

XXXII. And this Convention doth further^ 
in the name and by the authority of the good 
people of this State, ordain, determine, and 
declare, that a court (hall be inftituted for the 
trial of impeachments, and the corredion of 
errors, under the regulations which fhall be 
cftablifhcd by the legiflature ; and to confift of 
the Prdfident of the Senate for the time being, 
and the Senators, Chancellor, and Judges of 
the Supreme Court, or the major part of them ; 
except, that when an impeachment fhall be 
profecuted againfl the Chancellor, or cither of 

the Judges of the Supreme Court, the pcrfon 
fo impeached fhall be fufpended from exerci- 
fing his office until his acquittal : and in like 
manner, when an appeal from a decree in equi- 
ty fhall be heard, the Chancellor fhall inform 
the court of the reafons of his decree, but 

fhall not have a voice in the final fentence. And 

« 

if tKe caufe to be determined Diall be brought 

up 
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Up by writ of error on a qucftion of law, on a^ 
j udgment in the Supreme Courts the Judges 
of that court fhall affign the reafons of fuch 
their judgment, but fhall not have a vbice for 
its affirmance or reverfal. 

XXXIII. That the power of impeaching all 
officers of the State, for mal and corrupt con- 
dudl in their refpedive offices, be vefled in thtf 
Reprefcntatives of the People in Affembly; 
but that it fhall always be necefTary that two- 
third parts of the Members prefent fhall con- 
fcnt to and agree in fuch impeachment. That 
previous to the trial of every impeachment, 
the Members of th© faid court fhall refpec- 
tively be fworn, truly and impartially to try 
and determine the charge in queflion, accord-* 
ing to evidence j and that no judgment of the^ 
faid court fhall be valid, unlefs it be aflented 
to by two- third parts . of the Members then 
prefent ; nor^ fhall it extend farther than to 
removal from office, and difqualification to 
hold and enjoy any place of honour, trufl or 
profit under this State, But the party fo con- 
viftcd, fhall be, neverthelefs, liable and fub-- 
jedt to indiftment, trial, judgment and punifh- 
ment, according to the laws of the land. 

XXXIV. And 
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XXXIV, And it is further ordained, that ia 
every trial on impeachment or indidlment for 
crimes or mifdemeanors, the party impeached 
or indided (hall be allowed counfel, as in civil 
adions. 

XXXV. And this Convention doth further^ 
in the name and by the authority of the good 
people of this State, ordain, determine, and 
declare, that fuch parts of the common law of 
England, and of the ftatute law of England 
and Great- Britain, and of the adls of the legi* 
ilature of the Colony of New-York, as toge- 
ther did form the law of the faid Colony on 
the 1 9th day of April, in the year of oar 
Lord one thoufand feven hundred and fcventy- 
five, fhall be and continue the law of this 
State ; fubjeft to fuch alterations and provi-s- 
Cons, as the legiflature of this State (hall 
frota time to time make concerning the fame 
That fuch of the faid afts as arc temporary, 
fliall expire at the times limited for their dura- 
tion rcfped:ively. That all fuch parts of the faid 
common law, and all fuch of the, faid ftatutcs, 
and adls aforefaid, or parts thereof, as may be 
conftrucd to eftablifli or maintain any particu- 
lar denomination of Chriftians or their Minif- 
ters, or concern the allegiance heretofore yield- 
ed 



\ 
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cd to, and the fuprcmacy, fovcreignty, go- 
vernment, or prerogatives, claimed or excr-» 
cifed by the King of Great- Britain and his 
predeceflbrs over the Colony of New* York* 
and its inhabitants, or are repugnant to this 
Conftitutioft, be, and they hereby are, abro- 
gated and rejeded. And this Convention doth 
further ordain, that the refolves or refolu- 
tions of the Congrdles of the Colony of New- 
York and of the Convention of the State of 
New- York now in force, and not repugnant 
to the government eftablifhed by this Confti- 
tution, (hall be confidered as making part of 
the laws of this State ; fubjefl:, neverthelefs* 
to fuch alterations and provifions as the legi* 
flature of this State may, from time to time, 
make concerning the fame, 

XXXVI. And be it further ordained, that 

ft 

all grants of land within this State, made by 
the King of Great-Britain, or perfons a<3:ing 
under his authority, after tlie fourteenth day 
of Odtober, one thoufand {cv^n hundred and 
fcventy-five, Ihall be null and void : but that 
nothing iu this Conflitution contained, ihall 
be conftrued to affefl: any grants of land, with- 
in this State, made by the authority of the 

raid 
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faid King or his predeccffors, or to annul any 
charters to 'bodies politic, by him or them, or 
any of them, made prior to that day. And 
that none of the faid charters fhall be adjudged 
to be void, by reafon of any non-ufer or mif-ufer 
of any of their refpeftive rights or privileges, 
between the nineteenth day of April, in the year 
of our Lord one thoufand feven hundred and fe« 
vcnty-five, and the publication of this Confti- 

tution« And further, that all fuch of the officers 
_ defcribed in the faid charters refpedlively, as by 
the terms of the faid charters were to be ap- 
pointed by the Governor of the Colony of 
New- York, with or without the advice and 
confent of the Council of the faid King in 
the faid Colony, fhall henceforth be appointed 
by the Council cftablifhed by this Conflita- 
tion for the appointment of officers in this 
State, until otherwifc diredled by the legi- 
flatune. 

XXXVIL And whereas it is of great im^ 
portance to the fafety of this State, that peace 
and amity with the Indians within the fame 
be at all times fupported and maintained ; and 
whereas the frauds too often pradlifcd to- 
wards the faid Indians, in contra^s made for 

M their 
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their lands^, have in divers inftances been pro- 
du(Skive of dangerous difcontents and animofi- 
ties : be it ordained, that no purchafes or con- 
tracts for the fale of lands- made fincethe four^ 
teenth day of Odlobcr, in the year qf our 
Lord one thoufand kvcn hundred and fevcnty- 
five, or which may hereafter be made Vi^ith or 
of the faid Indians within the limits of this 
State, (hall be binding on the faid Indians, or 
^cemed valid, unlefs made under the authori- 
ty, and with the confent of the legiflaturc of 
this' State. 

» * 

XXXVIIL And whereas we are required 
by the benevolent principles of rational liber- 
ty, not only to expel civil tyranny, but alfo to 
guard againft that fpiritual oppreflion and intole-^ 
ranee wherewith the bigotry and ambition of 
weak ;and wicked Priefts and Princes have 
fcourged mankind ; this Convention doth fur- 
ther, in the name and by the authority of the 
good people of jhis State, ordain, determine, 
and declare, that the free exercife and enjoy- 
ment of religious profeffion and worfhip, 
without difcrimination or preference, ihall for-^ 
ever hereafter be allowed within this State to 
all mankinds Provided, that the liberty of 

confciencc 
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tonfeicnce hereby grantedj fhall not be fo 
conftrued^ as to excufe a^ts of licentioufnefs, 
or juftify pradliees inconfifterit with the peace 
or fafety of this State* 

XXXIX4 And whereas the Miniftcrs of the 
Gofpel are by their profeffion dedicated to the 
fervice of God and the cure of fouls> and ought 
not to be diverted from the great duties of theit 
fundion ; therefore no Minifter of the Gofpel^ 
or prieft of any denomination whatfoever^ {hall 
at any time hereafter, under any pretence or 
defcription whatever, be eligible to, or capable 
of holding any civil or military office or place 
within this State* 

XL. And whereas it is of the utmoft im- 
portance to the fafety of every State> that it 
fhould always be in a condition of defence; and 
it is the duty of every man, who enjoys the 
proteftion of focicty, to be prepared and wil- 
ling to defend it ; this Convention, therefore, 
in the name and by the authority of the good 
people of this State, doth ordain, determine* 
and declare, that the militia of this State, at all 
times hereafter, as well in peace as in war, ihall 
be armed and difciplincd, and in readinefs for 
icryice. That all fiich of the inhabitants of 

M 2 . this 



i64 CONSTITUTION OF NEW-YORK. 

tliis State, t>cing of the people called Quakers, 
who, from fcruplesof confciencc,may bearerfc 

« 

to the bearing of arms, be therefrom' excufed by 
the legiflature ; and do pay to the State fuch 
Aims of money in lieu of their perfonal fervice, 
as the fame may, in the judgment of the le- 
giflature, be worth : and that a proper maga- 
zine of warlike ftores, proportionate to the 
number of inhabitants, be, forever hereafter, at 
the cxpence of this State^ and by ads of the 
legiflature, eftabli{hed, mtaintained, and codti-' 
nued in every county in this State. 

XLI. And this Convention doth further or- 
diain, determine, and declare, in the name and 
ty the authority of the good people of this. State, 
that trial by jury, in all cafes in which it hath 
heretofore been ufed in the colony of Ncw- 
Yprk, (hall be cftablifhed, and remain inviolate 

♦ 

forever : and that no a£ts of attainder ihall 
be pafied by the legiflature of this State for 
crimes, other than thofe committed before die 
terftiination of the prefent war ; and that fuch 
a<fls fliall not work a corruption of blood* And 
further, that the legiflature of this State fliall 
at no time hereafter inflitutc any new court or 
courts, 6ut fuch as fliall proceed according to. 
tl^e courfe of the common 4aw, 

XLIL And 
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XLIL And. this Convention doth further, 
in the jiame and by the authority^f the good 
people of this State, ordaiii, determine, and de- 
clare, that it ihaU W iik^^the di£cretion of the 
legiflature to naturalize all fuch perforis, and in 
fnch m^ncr, as' they (hall thlnk^ proper'; pf^*- 
vided all fuch of the perfons fo to be by them 
naturalized, as being born in parts, ^eyqnd fea, 
and out of the United States of America, (hall 
come Co fettle ini and become fubjcds x)f this 
State, fhall take an. oath of alli^gi^^e to tlii$ 
State, and abjure and r^nounpe air^egiant;e 
and fubje<a:ion to ^11 anid every for^igij Kingf 
Prince, Potentate, and St^jCe, in all matters ec- 
cleiiaftical a^ well as civil* 

By or defy 

I^EONARD GANSBVOORT, 

, Pref* pro tern. 
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WHEREAS all the conftitutional autho^ 
rity ever poflefled by the Kings of 
Great- Britain over thefe Colonies, or their 
other dominions, was by compaft derived from 
the people, and held oi them for the common 
'ntereil of the whole fociety, allegiance and 
proteiflion are, in the nature of things, recipro- 
cal ties, each equally depending upon the qther 
and liable to be diflblved hy jhe other's being 
fcfufed or withdi-awn. And whereas George 
the Third, King of Great-Britain, has refufed 
protection to the good ppople of thefe Colonies ; 
andji by affcnting to fundry Ads of the Britifl^ 
Parliament, attempted to fubjeft them to the 
abfplute dominion of th^ body j; and has alfo 
made war upon them in the mofl: cruel an4 
unnatural manner^ foj qo other cau^e than af? 

felting 
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fcrting their juft rights ; all civil authority un- 
der him is neccflarily at an end, and a difrolu-» 
tion of government in each Colony has confc- 
quently taken place. 

And whereas in theprefent deplorable. litua- 
tion of thefe Colonies, expofed to the fury of a 

« 

cruel and relentlefs enemy, fome form of go- 
vernmcnt is abfolutely neceffary, not only for^ 
the prefervation of good order, but alfo the, 
more effedtually to unite the people, and enablq ^ 

them to exert their whole force in their own : 

' • • • 

neceffary defence -, and as the hoQourable the r 
Continental Congrefs, the fupreme council x)f 
the American Colonies, has advifed fuch of the 
Colonies as have not yet gone into the mea- 
fure, to adopt for themfeJves refpc^vjely fuch , 
government as fjhall beft conduce to their own. 
happinefs and faf?ty, and. the well-being of 
America in. general : We,, tjie Reprefentatives; 
pf the Colony of New-Jerfcy, having been 
cleftcd by all the counties in the freeft manner,; 
and in Congrefs affembled, have, after mature, 
deliberations, agreed upon a fett of charter, 
rights,' and the form of a Conftitution, in^ 
manner following, viz, 
L That . thc; government of this Province 

M4 .' fhall 
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fhall be veftcd in a Governor, Legiflativc Coun-p 
ci\f and General Affembly. 

II. That the Legiflativc Council and General 
Affembly {hall be chofen, for the firft time, on 
the fecond Tuefday in Auguft next ; the Mem- 
bers whereof fhall be the fame. in number and 
qualifications as is herein after mentioned ; and 
fhall be and remain veiled with all the powers 
and authority to be held by any future I>egifla- 
tiVe Cduneil and Affembly of this Colony/un- 
tfl the fecond Tuefday in Oaober which fhall 
bfe in the year of our Lord 6ne thoufand feven 
hundred and feventy-feven. 

lily That on the fecohd Tuefday in Oao- 
ber yearly, and eveiy year forever (with the 
privilege of adpumihg from day to day, as 
ctecafion may require) the counties (hall feve- 
raliy choofe one ^erfon to be a Member of the 
B,«giflative Council of this Colony,' who fhall 
be and have been f6r ®ne whole year next be- 
fore the election, an inhabitant and freeholder 
in the county in which he is chofen, and worth 
at leaflone thoufand pounds, proclamation nior 
Jwy, 6f real and perfonal eflate within the fapie 
county : that, at the fame time, each county 
fhall alfo choofe three Mefribers of Affembly j 
provided, that no perfon flialt be entitled to a 

feat 
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feat in the faid AOembly^ utilefs he be and have 
bcea for one whole year next before the elec^ 
tion^ an inhabitant of the county he is to re^ 
prefent, and worth five hundred pounds^ pro^^ 
claoiation mooey^ in real and perfonal eflate, ia 
the fame county : that on the fecond Tuefday 
next after the day of ele(5tion» the Council and 
AiTembly (hall feparately meet ; and that the 
confent of bp^h Houfes fhall be nece£kry to , 
tvery kw ; provided, that feven fhall be $ 
Quorum of the Council fop doing bufinefs^ 
and that no law £hall pafs, unlef$ there be z 
majority of all the Repreientatives of eac^ 
body pcrfomdly prefent, and agreeing thereto^ 
Provided; always^ that if .a majority of the Re^ 
prefeiitatives of thi$ Province, in Council and 
General AiT^mbly. convened, ihall, at any timp 
or times hereafter, judge it egvitable and pro^ 
per to add to pr diminiih the number or pro* 
portion of the Members of Affemfbly for any 
c;ounty or counties in this Colony^ then, and 
in iuch :Cafe, the iame may^ oa. the principles 
of more equal reprcfentation^be lawfully doni^ 
any thing in this charter to the contrary notr 
yrithftanding, fo that the whole number of 
Repxefentatives in Aflerably fliall not at anv 
tioie be lefs than thirty-nine. 

IV. That 
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• IV. That all inhabitants of this ' Colony 
of full age, who arc worth fifty pounds, prcr 
clamation money, clear eftatc in the fame, apd 
fiave refided v?ithin the county in which they 
elaim a vote, for twelve months immediatdy 
preceding the eleftion, fhall be entitled to Vote 
for Reprefentativcs in Coilncil and AfTcmbly ; 
and alfo for all other public officers that fhall 
he ekded by the people of the county at 

large. 

> 

• V. That the Aflcmbly, when met, ftiallhavc 
power to choofe a Speaker, and other their 
tjfficers; to be judges of the qualifications and 
eleflions of their own MembeVs'; fit upon their 

own adjournments ; prepare bills to be paflTed 

» ■ - • ■■ • 

•into laws ; and to empower • their Speaker to 
convene them, whenever any extraordinary 
occurrence (hall render it neceflTary, • - 

• YL That the Council fhall have power to 
prepare bills to paf$ into laws, and have^ other 
like powers as the Aflembly, and in all re- 
'Ipefts to be a free and independent branch of 
the legiflature of this Colony ; fave only, that 
they fhall hot prepare or" alter any money 
bill, which fhall be the privilege of the Aflem- 
biy . That the Council fliall from time to tirhe 

be 
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be convened by the Governor or Vice-Prcfidcnt, 
but mud be convened at all times wben the 
Affembly fits ; for which purpofe the Speaker 
of the Hoqfc of Affembly fhail always immedL- 
ately after an adjourniaent give notice to 
ihe Governor or Vice-Prefident of the time and 
place to which the Houfe is adjourned*. 

V II. That the Council arid Affembly jointty; 
at their firft meeting after each annual :ele<£licm» 
{hall, by a majority of votes, eledl Tome fit pcr- 
fon within the Colony to be Governor for one 
year, who fhall be conftant Prefident of the 
.Council, and have a cafting vote, in their pro- 
ceedings, and that the Council themfelvesihall 
choofe a Vice-Prefident, whq fhall aft as iuch 
in the abfence of the Governor. 

VIII. That the Governor, or, in his ab- 
fence, the Vice-prcfident of the Council, fhall 
have the fupreme executive power, be Chan- 
cellor of the Colony, and aft as C^Jptain- 
general and Commander in Chief of all the 
militia and other military force in this Colony ; 
and that any three or morq of the Council 
fhall, at all times, be a Privy-council t;o con- 
fult them ; and that the Governor be Ordinaiy, 
or Surrogate-general. 

IX. That 
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2X» That the Oovernor and Council (fevei) 
whereof ihali be. a Quorum) be the Court 
of Appeals in tlie laft refort in all cafes c^ 
hkWp a3. heretofore s md that they poflefs the 
|>o\iiGer ^ of granting pardons to criminals after 
condemnation, in all cafes of treafon^ felony^ 
cr other offences. 

X. That Captains^ and all other inferior of-« 
ficers of the militia,, ihall be cbofen by the 
companies in the rcfpeftive counties; but Field 
and General Officers by the Xouncil and Af« 
^anhiy. 

XL That the Council and Aflembly fhall 
have power to make the great feal of this Co-* 
lony, which (hall be kept by the Governor, 
cr, in his abfence, by the Vice-prefidentofthe 
Council, to be ufed by them as occasion may 
require ; and it fhall be called, I'&e Great Seal 
'0f the Cohny of New^Jtrfey. 

XJI. That the Judges of the Supreme Court 
fiiall continue in ^ office for icven years; the 
Judges of the Inferior Court of Commom 
-Pleas in the fcveral countier,' Juftices of the 
Peace, Clerks of thei Supreme Court, Clerks of 
tbo Inferior Court of Common ^ Pleas and 
Quarter Seflions, the Attorney-general, aod 
Pfoviri^ial Secretary, fhall continue in office 

for 
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for five years; and the Provincial Treafarcr 
ihall continue jn office for one year ; and that 
diey fhall be feverally appointed by the Coun-^ 
cil and Aflembly in manner aforefaid^ and 
commiffioned by the Governor, or in his ab-» 
fence the Vice-prefident of the Council^ 
Provided always, that the faid officers feveral- 
ly, fhall be capable of being re-appointed at 
the end of the terms feverally before limited $ 
and that any of the faid officers fhall be liable 
to be difmified, when adjudged guilty of aiif-* 
bdiaviour, by the Council on an impeachmeat! 
of the Affcmbly. 

XIII. That the inhabitants of each county, 
qualified to vote as aforefaid, fhall, at the time 
and place of eledting their Reprefentatives, an- 
nually eled; one Sheriff, and one or more Co- 
roners ; and that they may re-eled the fame 
pcrfon to fuch offices until he fhall have fervcd 
three years, but no longer ; after which three 
years mufl elapfe before the fame perfon is ca- 
pable of. being elefted again. When the elec-* 
tion is certified to the Governor or Vice-prefi- 
dent, under the hands of fix freeholders of 
the county for which they were clefted, they 

fhall 
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fliall be immediately commiflioned to ferve in 
iheir rcfpe<aive offices. 

XIV* That the townKhips, at their annual 
town-jfncctings for dt&ing other officers^ (hall 
chufe Conjftablcs for the diftriAs refpedively * 
and alfo three or marc judicious freeholders of 
good charafltcr, to hear and finally determine 
all appeals relative to unjuft affeflmentsin cafe* 
of public taxation ; which Commiffioners of 
Appeal (halU for that purpofe, fit at fomc fuit- 

« 

able time or times to be by them appointed 
and made known to the people by advertifc- 
ments. 

XV. That the laws of the Colony fliall be* 
gin in the following ftile, viz. Be it enaSiedby 
the Couneil and General AJembly of this Colony^ 
mid it is hereby enaSied by authority of the fame : 
that all commiflions granted by the Governor 
or Vice-prefident fhall run thus^ — The Colony 
rfNew^Jerfey /(? A. B. &c. greeting; and that 
all writs fhall likewife run in the name of the 
Colony: and that all indidtments fhall con- 
clude in the following manner, viz. Againji 
the peace of this Colony^ the government and 
dignity of the fame. 

XVI. That 
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: XVI. That a!l criminals Ihall be admitted 
to the fame privileges of witnefles and covrnfel^ 
4s their profecutors are or fliall be entitled to* 

XVII. That the eftates of fuch pcrfons as 
(hall deftrov their own lives (hall not, for that 
offence, be forfeited ; but fhall defcend in the 
feme manner as they would have done, had fuch 
perfons died in the natural way ^ nor (hall any 
article which may occafion accidentally the 
death of any one^ be henceforth deemed a 
deodand, or in any wife forfeited on account o£ 
fuch misfortune, 

XVIII. That no perfon fhall ever within 
this colony be deprived of the ineftimable pri- 
vilege of worlhipping Almighty God in a man- 
ner agreeable to the dilates of his own con- 
fcience ; nor under any pretence whatever be 
compelled to attend any place of worfhip, con- 
trary to his own faith and judgement ; nor (hall 
any perfon within this colony ever be obliged to 
pay tithes, taxes, or any other rates, for the 
purpofe of building or repairing any other 
church or churches, place or places of worfhip, 
or for the maintenance of any Minifter or Mi- 
niftry, contrary to what he believes to be right, 
or has deliberately or voluntarily engaged him- 

felf to perform. 

XIX. That 
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. XIX. That there fball be no cftablifliment 
of any one religious fefl: in this province^ in 
prc^rencc to another. ; and that no proteftant 
inhabitant of this colony fhall be denied the 
enjoyment of any civil right, merely on ac- 
count of his religious principles ; but that all 
perfons, profcffing a belief in the faith of any 
proteftant fcft, who fhall demean themfelvcs 
peaceably under the government as hereby cfta- 
)bliihed> {hall be capable of being eleded into 
any office of profit or truft, or being a member 
of either branch of the iegiflature, and ihall 

fully and freely enjoy every privilege and 
immunity enjoyed by others their fejlow- 
fubjeds* 

• XX. That the legiflative department of this 
Government may, as much as poffible, be pre- 
fervedfrom all fuipicion of corruption, none of 
the Judges of the Supreme or other Courts, 
Sheriffs, or any other perfon or perfonspof- 
•fefied of any poft of profit under the Govern^ 
ment, other than Juftices of the Peace*, fhall be 
entitled to a feat in the Aflcmbly ; but that on 
his being eleded and taking his feat, his office 
©r poft fliall be confidered as vacant. 

XXI. That all the laws of this province con- 
tained 
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fained ift tfae'editien lately publiflicd by Mr. 
Allinfon, (hall be and remain in full force, until 
altered by the legiflature df this colony (fuch 
Only excepted as are incompatible with this 
charter), arid- fhall be, according as heretofore, 
regarded in all refpefts, by all civil officers, and 
others the good people of this province. 

♦ - . 

XXII. That the common law of England, 
ts well as fo much of the ftatutc law as has 
been heretofore pradifcd in this colony, fliall 
ftill remain in force, until they fhall be, altered 
by a future law of the legiflature* ; fuch parts 
only excepted as are rq^ugnant to the rights and 
privileges contained in this charter ; and thatx 
the incftimable right of trial by jury fhall re- 
main confirmed, as a part of the law of this co- 
lony, without repeal for ever. 

XXIII. That every perfon who fhall ba 
dke£ted as aforefaid to be a member of the Le« 
giflative Council or Houfe of AfTcmbly, (hall, 
previous to his taking his feat in Council or* 
Aflembly, take the following oath or affirma^ 
tion, VIZ. 

** J, A, B. do folemnly declare, that, as a 
member of the Legiflative Council or AfTembly, 
(as the cafe may be) of the Colony of New- 

N Jerfey, 
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Jerfey, I will not gfTeat to ajoy law, vote, or pro-i 
(feedings which ihall appear to me injurious to 
^he public welfare of faid Colony, nor that 
(hall annul or repeal that part, of the third fee-; 
tion in the charter of this Cdlpny, which eila-* 
blifhes that the eledtione of mcDG^bers of thq 
Legiflative Council and AiTembly (hall be an- 
nual, nor t|iat part of the twenty-fecpnd fcc- 
tion in faid charter, refpe^ing the trial by jury^ 
nor tb^t fhall jnnwl, repeal, or' alter my part 
or parts of the eighteenth or nineteenth fedions 

of the fame/* 

And any perfon, or perfons, who ihali be. 
clefted as afotefaid, is hereby impowcred to ad-r 
minifler to the faid members the faid oath or 
affirmation- 

Provided always, and it is the true intent 
and meaning of this ^ortgrefsi that if a recon- 
ciliation between Great-Britain and thefe Colo^ 
nies (hould take place, ^and the latter be. taken 
* again under the protedtion and government of 
the Crown of JBritain, this charter flii»Il be null 
and void, otherwife to remain firm and ioyiplable. 
J[n Pr^v iNGii^L Congress, Nevv- Jerfey^ Bur- 
lington, July 2; 1776. 
ByorderofCon^refsy SAM. TUCKER, Prg/: 
Extract from the Minutes^ W. PATERSON, Bet. 
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. t H E 

C 'O N S T f I* U T i O N 

O t T H B 

COMMONWEALTH of PENNSYLVANIA; 

AS ESTABLISHED BY THE GfiNEllAL (JONVEN., 
TION, ELECTED FOR THAT PURPOSE, AND HELD 
AT PHILADELPHIA, JULY 15, 1776, AND CONTI-» 
NUED BY ADJOURNMElfifTS TO SEPTEMBER 2«^ 
17764 

WHEREAS all gdvei^nrtient dUght to 
be inftituted and fupported for the 
(ecurity and protc&ion of the community as 
fuch, atid to enable the individuals who com* 
pofe it to enjoy their natural fights^ and the 
other bleffings whiqh the Author of Exiftence 
{las beftowed upon man ; and whenever thefe 
great ends of government are not obtained, the 
people have a rights by common confent^ td 
change it, and take fuch meafures as to. them 
may appear neceflary .to promote their fafcty 
and happinef*s* 'And whereas the inhabitants 
of this. Commonwealth have, in confiderafion 

N' a of 
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of proteftion only, heretofore acknowledged 
allegiance to the King of Great Britain, and' the 
faid King has not only withdrawn that protec- 
tion^ but commenced, and flill continues to 

* • • 

carry on, with unabated vengeance, a moft cruel 
and unjuft waragainft them, employing there- 
in not only the troops of Great Britain, but 
foreign mercenaries, favagcs, and flaves, for the 
avowed purpofe of reducing them to a total and 
abjedl fubmiflion to the defpotic domination 
of the Britifh Parliament, with many other 
ads of tyranny, (more fully fet forth in the 
Declaration of Congrefs) whereby.all allegiance 
and fealty to the faid King and his fucceflbrg, 
are diffolved and at an end, and all power and 
authority derived from him ceafed in thefe 
Colonies : And whereas it is abfolutely nccef- 
fary for the welfare and fafcty of the inhabit 
tants of faid Colonies, that they be hence- 
forth free and independent States, and that juft, 
permanent, and proper forms of Government 
cxift in every part of them, derived from and 
founded oil the authority of the people only, 
agreeable to the diredions of the Honourable 
American Congrefs : We, the Reprefentativcs 
of the freemen of Pennfylvania, in General 

Con- 
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Convention, met for the exprefs purpofc of 
framing fuch a Government, confeffing the 
goodnefs of the Great .Governor of the Univerfc 
(who alone knows to what degree of earthly 
happinefs mankind may attain, by perfefting^ 
the arts of Government) in perrnitting th* 
people of this State, by compion confent, and 
without violence, deliberately to form for them- 
felves fuch juft rules iis they (hall think beft 
for governing their future focietyj ancj being 

fully convinced, that it is our indifpenfible duty 
to eftablifh fuch priginal principles of govern- 
ment as will beft promote the general happi- 
nefs of the people of this State, and their pofte- 
rity, arid provide for future improvements, 
without partiality for, or prejudice againft, any 
particular clafs, . fedt, or dengmination of men 
whatever, do, by virtue of the authority vefted in 
us by our conftituents, ordain, declare, and efta- 
bli{h the following Declaration of Rights, 
and FR4ME OF Government tobe the CoNSTi- 
TUTiON of this Commonwealth, and to remain 
in force therein for ever, unaltered, except in 
fuch articles as (hall hereafter oh experience be 
found to require improvement, and which (hall 
hy the f»me authority of the people, fairly dele- ^' 

N 3 gate 
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gated as this Frame of Government dire^s^ be 
amended or improved for the more effeftual 
obtaining and fecuring (he great end and defigii 
pf all governments herein before mentioned « 



A p. I. 
PEPLARATIOP? 

OF TH 5 

RIGHTS 

Pf THE 

INHABITANTS Qf the STATE of PENNSYLVANIA. 

I. THAT all men are born equally free 
find independent^ and have pertain naturaj^p 
inherent^ and unaUenable dghts^ amongft 
which are^ the enjoying and defending life 
and liberty, acquiring^ poffefling, and pro- 
tedting property, and purfuing and obtaining 
happinefs and fafety. 

II. That aU men hav^ a natural and unalienr 
able right to worfhip Almighty God accord- 
ing to the dilates of their own cpnfcienccs 
and underflanding ; and that no VMn ough^ 

or 
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or of right can be compelled to attend any re* 
ligidus worfhip,. or cre<5t or fupport any place 
of worihip^ or ifaaintain any miniftry, contrary 
to, or againft his own free will and confent : 
nor can any man .who acknowledges the being 
of a God, hp j uftly deprived of abridged of any 
civil right as a citi^en^ on account of his reli- 
gious fentiments, or peculiar mode of religious 
virorfliip : and that no authority can or ought 
to be y^^^z^ in, or aflumed by any power what- 
ever, that fliall in any cafe interfere with^ or 
in any manner controul, the right of CQnfci- 
ence in the free excrcifc of religious werfliip. 

IIL That the people of this State have the 
fole, exclufive, and inherent right of govern- 
ing aftd regulating the internal police of the 
feme, 

' IV. Thiatall power being originally inherent 
in and confeque^itly derived from, the people ; 
therefore all officers of government, whether 
legiflative or executive, ait their truftees 
and feryants, and it all tinies accountable to 
them. 

V, That government is, or ought to be;- 
inftituted for the common benefit, prote(3:ion, 
and fecurity of the people, nation, or commu- 

N 4 nity 
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nity 5 and not for the particular emolument or 
advantage of any finglc man, family, or-fet of 
men, who are a part only of that community . 
and that the community hath an indubitable, 
unalienable, and indefeafible right to reform 
alter, or abolifli government in fuch manner 
as fhall be by that community judged moft con-^ 
ducive to the public weal. 

VI. That thofe who arc employed in the 
legiflative and executive bufinefs of the State 
may be reftrained from oppreffion, the people 

have a right, at fuch periods as they may think 
proper, to reduce their public officers to a 
private ftation, and fupply the vacancies by 
certain and regular ele<5tion8. 

VII. That all elcftions ought to be free i and 
that all free men having a fufficient evident 
common intereft with, and attachment to the 
community, have a right to ekft officers, or be 
elefted into office. 

VIIL That every member of fociety hath 
a right to be protefted in the enjoyment of life, 
liberty, and property, and therefore is bound to 
contribute his proportion towards the expencc 
of that proteftion, apd yield his perfonal fervice 
when neceflary, or an equivalent thereto ; but no 
part of a man*s property can be juftly taken from 

him. 
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or to fcjze any perfon or perfons, his or their 

* 

property, not particularly dcfcribcd, arc con- 
trary to that right, and ought not to be granted* 
XL That in controverfies re/pefting proper- 
ty, and in fuits between man and man, the 
parties have a right, to trial by jury, which 
ought to be held facred* 

XII. That the people have a right to free- 
dom of fpeech, and of writing and publifhing 
their fentiments ; therefore the freedom of the 
prefs ought not to be rcftrained. 

XIII. That the people have a right to be^j 
arms for the defence of themfelves and th^ 
State ; and as ^landing armies in the timd of 
pe^e are dangerous !o liberty, they ought not 
to be kept up : and that the military fhould 
be kept under ftrift fubordination to, and go* 
vcrned by, the civil power. 

XIV. That a frequent recurrence to funda-* 
tnental principles, and a firm adherence to juf^ 
tice, mpdeftation, temperance, induftry and fru- 
gality, are abfolutely neceffary to preferve the 
bleffings of liberty, and keep a government 
free : the people ought therefore to pay par-p 
ticular attention to thefe points in the choice 
of Officers and Rcprcfcntatives, and have a 

right 



r 
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right to exafi: a due and conftant regard to 
tbcm^ from th^ir legiilators and magiftrates^ in 
the making and executing fuch laws as ar« 
nieceflary for the good government of the 
State. 

XV. That all men have a natural inherent 
right to emigrate from one State to another 
that will receive them, or to form a new State 
in vacant countries^ or in fuch countries as they 
can purchafe, whenever they think that thereby 
they may promote their own happincfs, ' 

XVI. That the people have a right to af^ 
femble together; to confult for their comQion 
goods to inftrud: their Repre&ntatives, and t9 
;ipply to the legiflature for redrefs of grie-* 
faiipeS} by addrefs, petition, or remonilrancQ. 




CHAP. II. 

PLAN 

o & 

FHAME Of GOVERNMENT, 

I. THE Commonwealth or State of 
Pcnnfylyania i^aU be governed hereafter by aa 

Afleinb]|r 
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Aflimbly of the Rcprefcntatives of the frecmea 
ef the fame, and a Prefident and Council, in 
manhcr and form following : 

IL The fupreme Icgiflative power (hall be 
veftcd in a Houfe of Reprefentatives of the 
freemen of the Commonwealth or State of 
Pcnnfylvania, 

III. The fupreme executive power fhall be 
veftcd in a Prefident and Council. 

» 

IV. Courts of juftice fhall be eftablifhecl in 
the city of Philadelphia, and in every county 
of this State. 

V. The freemen of this Commonwealth 
and their fons fhall be trained and armed for its 
defence, under fuch regulations, reflriftions, 
and exceptions as the General AiTembly fhall 
by law diredt, preferving always to the people 
the right of choofing their Colonel, and all 
commifnone4 officers under that r^nk, in fuch 
manner and as often as by the faid laws fhall bQ 
diredled* 

VI . Every freeman of the full age of twen-» 
ty-one years, having refided in this State for 
the fpace of one whole year next before the day 
of eledtion for Reprefentatives, and paid pub- 
lic taxes during that tim?, fhall enjoy the right 

of 
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of an eledor : provided always, that loos of 
freeholders of the age of twenty*orte ycaw 
fhall be intitled to vote, although they have 
not paid taxes- 

VII. The Houfe of Reprefentatives of the 
freemen of this Commonwealth (hall confift 
of perfons moft noted /or wifdom and virtue^ 
to be chofen by the freemen of every city and 
county of this Commonwealth refpcdively^ 
And no perfon fhall be elefted unlefs he has 
refided in the city or county for which he fliall 
be chofen, two years immediately before the. 
faid eledtion ; nor fhall any Member, while he 
continues fuch^^^j^ld any other office, except 
in the militia. 

VIII. No perfon fhall be capable of being 
eleded a Member to ferve in the Houfe of Re- 
prefentatives of the freemen of this Common- 
wealth more than four years in feven, 

IX. The Members of the Houfe of Repre- 
fentatiyes fhall be chofen annually by ballot, by 
the freemei> of the Commonwealth, on the fe« 
cond Tuefday in Odober for ever, (except this 
prefent year) and fhall meeton the fourth Monday 
of the fame month, and fhall befliled. The 
General Assembly of Represent ativesof 
THE Freemen of Pennstlvania, and fhall 

ii=^ A/ ^*^ ^^'^'^^ ^^ ^hav« // 
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((•vfipqwerto chu^ their Speaker-^tbeTreafurec 
f( thoStatOt aiKl their other officeps 5 fit on 
their o^yfi Ki^ouTiiinGots ; prepare bills and 
ena£b them into laws ; judge of the ele<3;ions ' 
tad qualificatiohs of their oWn Mem^bets.: they 
tMj! ^pcl aMember^ bat not a fecond tknd 
fQr tha fao^e caufe i ^y niay adminiiler oatha 
px s^rn^tions osi examination of witneffes j 
redrefs grievances; inapeach flate criminals; 
graat charters of incorporation ; conftitutc 
towns> boroughs, cities and counties; and 
ih^l have all other powers neceflary fox the Ic-* 
giflature of a free State or Commonwealth : 
Wt they fhall have no power to add to, alter, 
abolifh, or infringe any part of this Con- 
ftitution^ 

- X. AQuortim of theHoufc of Reprcfenta* 
tivea £hall confift of two-thirds of the whole 
number of Members^ ele^d ; and having met 

and: chofen their Spekfccr, fhall each of them, 
before they proceed to bufinefs^ take and fub^ 
fcribe^ as well the oa^h or affirmation of fide* 
lity and allegiance- herein after direded, as tb<t 
foWowingoath or affirmation, viz* 

** I do fwear (or affirm), that as i 

Member of this Affembly, I will not propofe 
at aiTent'to any bifl', yote, or reibliitieiv; which 

ihall 
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fliall appear to me injurious to the people j 
nor do orconfent to any aft or thing whatever* 
t^at {hall have a tendency to leiTen or abridge 
their rights and privileges^ as declared in th^ 
^onftitution of this State; but will in all 
things condu,ft myfelf as a faithful honeil Rc-i 
prefehtative and guardian of the people, ac-t 
cording to the beft of my judgement aQ4 
abilities." 

And each Member before he takes his feati 
fhall make and fubfcribe the following decla^ 
cation, viz. 

** I do believe in one God, the Creator and 
Governor of the Univerfe, the rewarder of the 
good, and the punifher of the wicked. And t 
do acknowledge the fcriptures of the Old and 
New Teftament to be given by divine in^? 
fpiration.** 

And no further or other religious teft fliall 
ever hereafter be required of any civil officer 
or magiftrate in this State. 

XI. Delegates to reprefent this State inCon- 
grefs fhall be chofen by ballot by the future 
General Affembly at their firfl: meeting, and 
annually forever afterwards, as long as fuch re- 
prefentation (hall be neceflary. Any Delegate 

may 
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llaay be fuperfeded at any time, by the Gene* 
fal Aflembly appointing another in his ftead. 
No man (hall fit in Congrefs longer than tw^ 
years fucceffively, nor be capable of re-ele<Sion 
for three years afterwards : and no perfon who 
holds any office in the gift pf the Congrefs, 
iball hereafter be eleded to reprefent this Com- 
monwealth in Cono:refs, 

XII. If any city or cities, county or coun- 
tics, fhall negleiS or refufe to eleft and fend 
Reprefentatives to the General Aflembly, two- 
thirds of the Members from the cities or coun* 
ties that do eled: and icnd Rcpreientatives, 
provided they may be a majority of the cities 
and counties of the whole State, when met 
fhall have all the powers of the General Af- 
fembly, as fully and amply as if the whole 
were prefent. 

XIII. The doors of the Houfe in which the 
Reprefentatiyes of the freemen of this State 
fhall fit in General AfTembly, fhall be and re- 
main open for the admiffion of all perfpus who 
behave decently, except only when the welfare 
of this State may require the doors to be fhut. 

XIV. The votes and proceedings of the 
General Aflembly ihall be printed weekly du- 
ring 
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ring their fitting, with the yeas and nays oa 
any queiUon^ Vote, Or rciblation^ where any 
two Members require it^ except when the vote 
is taken by ballot; and when the yeas and nays 
arc fo taken^ every Member, (hall have a right 
fo infert the fedbns 0f ; his vote upon the mi* . 
nutes, if he defire it. ; 

. XV. To the end that laWs before they are 
enacted may be more maturely cohfidered, and 
the ineonvenience of hafly determinations as 
much as pofUble prevented, all bills of apub« 
lie nature fhall be printed for the cohfideration 
of the people, before they are read in General 
Afltmbly. the laft time for debate and amend"* 
mcQt ; and, except on occafions of fudden ne^ 
ceffity, fhall not be pafled into laws until the 
next ieiUon of AfTembly ; and for the more 
perfed fatisfadtion of the public, thereafbns 
and nibtives for making fuch laws (hall be fully 
and clearly exprefied in the preambles. 

XVI . The flile of the laws of this Common* 
wealth diall be, '^ Be it enadted, and it is hereby 
«iaAed by the Reprefentatives of the freemen of 
4ihe Commonwealth of Pennfylvania, in General 
Affembly met, and by the authority of the 
iame." And the General Afiembly fhall affile 

their 
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tbek feal to every billy as fooa as it is Maded 

« 

into a }aw> wKich feal iball be kept by the Af* 
fcmbly, and ftiall be called^ ^be Seal of the Laws 
of P^nnfyhania^ and ftiall not be ufcd for 
any other purpofe. 

XVIL The city of Philadelphia, and each 
county in this Commonwealth refpedively, fhall 
on the firft Tuiefday of November in this pre- 
sent year^ and on the fecond Tuefday in Odlobef 

4 

annually, for the two next fucceeding years, to 
wit, the year one thoufand feven hundred and 
fevcnty-feven» and the year one thoufand feven 
hundred and feventy-eight, chufe fix perfons to 

* reprefent them in General Aflbmbly . But as 
reprefentation in proportion to*^ the number of 
taxable inhabitants, is the only principle 
which can at all tioies f^ure liberty, and make 

. the voice of a majority of the people the few of 
the land j therefore the Geiioral Affembly fhall 

caufe compleat lifls of the taxable inhabitants 

• • ■ 

in the city and each couiity; in . tbd :ComnK>n^ 

wealth fefpe^vely, to he:t&fcen^jand.re<«mcd 

-to them, on or before-thcrlaft meeting' of tfat 

•Affembly eleded in the yi^ ^/m ^oufarid 

feven hundred and fqventyteighti who ihdl dpr 

.point a keprefentation to eacl^. in.pciqpoftii^ to 

the 
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Ac mrmber of taxablcs in fuch returns ; which 
RftptitfeDCattcm (hall continue for the next feveh 
years afterwards, at the end of which a new 
return of the taxable inhabitants (hall be made^ 
and aReprefentation agreeable thereto appointed 
by the faid Aficmbly, and fo on /eptennially 
for ever. The wages of the Reprefentatives in 
General AfTembly, and all other State charges, 
fliall be paid out of the State Treafury, 

XVIII. In order that the freemen of this 
Commonwealth may enjoy the benefit of elec- 
tion as equally as maybe, until the Reprefenta- 
tion (hall commence, as dire<fted in the fore- 
going fection, each county at its own choice 
may be divided into diftricts, hold elections 
therein, and elect their Reprefentatives in the 
county, and their other elective officers, as fhall 
be hereafter regulated by the General AfTembly 
of this State. And no inhabitant of this Statp 
fhall have more than one annual vote at the ger 
neral ele<3:ion for Reprefentatives in Aflembly. 

. XIX. For the prefent, the Supreme Executive 
Council of this State fhall confift of twelve 
p^rfons, chofen in the following manner : The 
freemen of the city of Philadelphia, and of the 
counties of Philadelphia, Chefter, and Bucks, 
refpeftivcly, fhall chufe by ballot one perfon 

O 2 for 
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for tl)fi.ctfe)rj and cpe fpr eadi' county afQfif£ii<|l^ 
to ferycL* £or three years and no longer^ ttthat 
tioae ^nd place for eleiSting Reprefentatives^i a 
General Affembly . The f reeroep of tb« (Ci^un^ 
ties of Laricafter, York, Cumberlaiid; zn4 
^Berks^ £ball^ in like mannerj elect one perfon 
fpr each county refpectively, to &rve as Coiui^ 
cillors for two^ years, and no longer** Afid the 
counties of Northampton, Bedford, NofthiitA^^ 
bcrkod^and Weftmoreland,jrefpectively, QxtLl in 
like manner elcd: one perfon for each county^ te 
fi?rve as Councillors for one year^ and no Iq^gerv 
And at the expiration of the time for whidn 
each Councillor was chofen to ferve*. the free^ 

^ 

men of the city of Philadelphia, and of the ie- 
veral counties in this State, rcfpectively, {hal| 
elect one perfon to feiye as Councillor for three 
years and.no longer^ and fo on every third 
year for ever. By this mode of electioo and 
continual rotation, more men will be trained to 
public bufinefs, there will in every fubfequent 
year be found in the Council a number of per-^ 
funs acquainted with the proceedings of the 
foregoing years, whereby the bufinefs will be 
more confiftently conduced, and moreover the 
danger of eftablifhing an inconvenient ariftocracy 
will be effectually pre vented. All vacancies in the 

Council 



r 
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Ccnamcil that may happen by deaths tefignatitiri^ 
t>r otlicrwire^ (holl foe filled at the next genefbl 
dectiotf ifor Reprefentatives in GtMnl Aflcm- 
*biy^ tinfefs a particiular election 4ot (toit ptir^ 
jA>fe ibdli be i<ioner appointed by the Prefi dcot 
and Council. No Member of the . General Aft 
ftinnUyi or Delegate: in Congref^/ (haU be 
diofen'^a Member of the Council* The Prefi- 
ftetit and Yicc-Prcfident (hall be irhpfch ant 
Pft^ly^ by the joint ballot of the Genergl Af- 
^mbly and Council^ of the Mptnhfts of thip 
Council. Any perfon haviijg f?rvcd as ^ Copn*. 
cillor for three fucccfEye years, fl>41 bp inc^* 
pable of hpjdihg that oflSpe for four years af-.* 
lervards. jEvery Mctjiber of the Qopncil fhajl 
e 2 Juftice of the Peace for the whoje Cojqi^ 
mon wealth, by virtue of his offjce, , , 

|n cafe qew additional counties fhall hereif* 
after ^e crfcfcd in this State, fych wmty or 
c6uotip§ fhall cjept a CQttnpUlor, and fuch coun^ 
iy or CQpnties ftall be ^nnejfed to the next 
neighbouring CQun(ieS| and ^41 tal^e rotation 
^ith iupb poqnties, 

The Council fl>all meet annually, at the fame 
|ipje and place with the Qen?raj AflTcn^Wy. 

Tb? TKafurcf Qf tjie Stat?, Truftcps of the 

P 3 Loao 
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Loan OiBcc, Nayal OiHcerSi CoJIeiftors of Cu^ 
jtpms or Excifc, J^dgc of the Admimlty^ AHott 
l^ies-Gcperalj Sheriffs, and Prothopot^cs, {hall 
4iot be cap^Ie ef a feat in the General Af&m^ 
})ly, ExQciittve Council, or Cpntinentai ' Coo« 

griefs. 

. XX. The Freildent, and ia his «bfenc^ tbr 
Vicc-Prclident with the Caancil^iive of "Ptrhbm 
fhall ba a Quorum, ^all have power to appoint 
and ' commiffionate Judges, Naval ^fficeri| 
Judge of the Admiralty, Attomey-^Gcnefal, and 

all other officers civil and military, except fucH 

» ♦ » ■• , 

as are chofen by the General Affembly, or thd 
people, agreeable to this Frame of Governments 
ind the laws that may be made hereafter j 
and ihall fupply evp^y vacancy in a^y officei 
occaiion^d by death, reiignatiojt, removal, or 
difqualifie^tiop^ until the pffipe can' be fijled in 
fhe time and manner direfted by a law or this 
Conftitution. They are tp' correfpond witH 
other States, and tranfa^t bufinefs with' the 
Officers of Gbvern men t, civil and military! 
and to prepare fuch bufinefs as may appear to 
them ncceflary to lay before the General Aflcnj- 
bly* They ihall fit as Judges to hear and de- 
termipe on i'mpeachmerits, ^taking to thefr^f- 

fiftance. 
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fiiUoce, for advice onlyi the Ju{li(;es of. the 
Supreme < Ccairjt : ,and ifaall . have . power to 
gra^t pardonss and remit fines^ in all cafes 
whatfoever, except in cafes of iolpeachment :; 
and in cafes of treafon and murder^ ihall have 
power to grant reprieves, but liot to pardon, 
until the endof the next feflions of AiTembly: 
but there ihall be no ro^iffion or mitigjitlpn of 
puniihtnents on impeachments, except by aA 
of the legiflature. They are alfo to take carts 
that the laws be faidifully executed > they are 
to expedite the execution of fuch meafures as 
may be rcfolvcd upon by the Genebal Aflembly ; 
and they may draw upon the Ttcafury for fuch 
f oms as fhall bc' appropfiafed by th^ Jfoufc;: 
they may alfo layetobargoes, or prohibit the 
exportation of any commodity, for any time 
not exceeding thirty days, in the recefs of thp 
Houfe only : they may grant fo^h licences as 
ihall be direSed by law \ and fliaU have p6wef to 
call together the General Airembly,wfeefn necefla- 
ry, before the day to which they fhall fland ad- 
journed. The Prcfidfent fliall. bd Commander 
in Chief of the forcds of the State, but: fhall 
not command in perfoa^i except advif^d thereto 
by ^ Council, and then only fo long as they 
&aU approve thereof. The Ptefidcnt and 

O 4 Council 



C^BpcS J3b^l have ^-feflr«tacyv ;aiidiJwcjp^ft# 
books of their proceedings^ whereiii.att|^ C)cmti^ 
c^i^r may enter his difienti )¥itbhii re&I&bjlia 
■ fttppof tjof itf. . . ..... 

XXh .All comnuificms &all bc^ ia theniunc 
liAd l^y the authority of the Freemea tif the 
Commonwealth of Pennfylvaniot fealcd.with 
the St^te-feaU figned ky the Prefident or Vice- 
Prcfident, and altefted by the Secretary, whioli 
ieal ihall he kept by the. Couacil. 

XKII* Every Officer of State^ whether ju- 
dicial or executive^ {hall be liable to be im« 
peached by the General AfTembly^ either when 
in office^ or after his refignatioQi or removal 
for mal-adminiftration. All impeachments 
Ihall be before the Prefident or Vice-Prefidcnt 
and CounciL who ihall hear and determine the 

fame. 

» 

X^IIL The Judges of the Supreme Court 
pf Judicature fliall have fixed falaries ; be com- 
miffioncd for fpven years only, though capably 
of re-appointnient at the end of that tcndf 
but rcmotafble for taifcehaviour at any time by 
tbe-Generai Affembly : they fhall not be allow^ 
edtd fit a$ Members in the Continental Con- 
gflifsi Ecfepfutivc Council, or General Aflem- 
bIy,-^o^'lo h»ld a^^y <)thcr office, civfl or imlt»- 

taryi 
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Ury ^ »^r tx^ takd or f edd ve fees or p6h|uiiit6i 
pf my kind: ^ 
yMlV: The Supreme Court, and the fe^e* 

tai Courts of Common Pleas of tRIs Com^ 

> 

nionwcdth, fhiall, befides the powers ufualfy i* 
excrcifed by fuch Courts, have the powers of \ 
Court of Chancery, fo far as relates to the per- 
peiwating" teftimohy, obtaining evidence Tfom 

praces not within this State, and thp care.of 

' . • ■» 

the perfons ?in4 eUates of thgfe who a^e nm 
compotes mentis, and fuch other powers as may 
be found neceflary by future Qeneral Aflcw^ 
blies, not inconiiflent with this Conftitutlon, 

^XV. Trials fhall h? by jury as heretofore ; 

• » - 

^nd it is recomniended tq the le^iflature qf 
this State, to provide by law againfl every coi:- 
fuption or partiality \n the ^hqicc, rct\irn, qr 
appointment of juriqs, 

XXV|. Cpurts of Sefllons, Conimoo Flc^f^ 
^d Orphjans Cqufts ^all be held quarterly ifi 
pach city an4 ^ounty s ^nd the legiflature (hair 
have power to eilablifh all fuch othcf Courts as 
they, may judge for the good of the inhabitants 
ofMhe State. AH Courts fhall be open, tiid 
juflice (hall be impartially adminiflered, vniAi* 
o^t .corruption or uoneceiTary ^elay^ AU their 
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ofHcers ihall be p4d an adequate but moderate 
compenfation for their fcrvices ; and i^ any of- 
ficer ihajl take .greatej: or other, fees than the 
laws allow him, either dixedly or indiredtlyt it 
, (haU ever after dijfqualify him from holding any 
office in this State* 

XXVIL All profecutions ihall commence ui 
the name and by the authority of the freemen 
of the Commonwealth of Penniylvania j and 
all indictments fhall ' conclude with thefe 
words, Againft the peace and dignity of the 

fame* . The ftyle of all.proccfs hereafter in 
this State (hall be. The Commonwealth or 

Pennsylvania. 

XXVIIL The • perfon of a debtor, where 

» ... 

there is not a'flrong prefumption of fraud, 
' fliall not be continued in prifon, after deliver- 
ing up; ^ond fide^ all his cftate real* and perfo- 
nal, for the ufe of his creditors/ in fuch man- 
•ner as (hall be hereafter regulated by law. All 
'priipners (hall be bailable by fufficient furetics, 
iiinleft for capital offences; when the proof is 
^evident, or prefumption gteat. 
? - 3CXIX. Exccflivc bail fhall hot be exafted 
rfu Jb^ilable offences ; and ^11 fines fhall be 
« rtioierite. 

-. ;XXX- Juftices pf the Pea<jf (hall be elefled 
t ^ /. > by 



90N§?l^PUTfON OF PEHNSVLVANrA. fo] 

by the freeholdef s of each tity and county tc* 
fpe^livelyi that is t^ fay> two or more perfon$ 
jnay be chofen for eaph ward, townfhip, or 
diftri(ft, as the law ihall hereafter dircd : and 

their names (hall be returned to the Prefidcnt in 

» 

Council, who (hall commiffionate one of more 
of them for each ward, townfhip, of diftrid^ 
jTo returning, for feven years, removable for 
inifcondua by the General AfTembly. But if 
any city or county, ward, townfhip, or diftri^ 
m this Comihonwealth, fhall hereafter incline 
to change* the manner of appoiriting iheif Juf- 
tlccs of the Peace, as fettled in this article, the 
General Afiembly may make laws, to regulate 
die famd, agreeable to the delire of a majority 
6f the freeholders of the city or county, ward, 
townfhip, or diftria: fo applying. No Juftice 
of the Peace' (hall fit iji the General Affembly^ 
linlefs he firft refign his commiiffion ; nor fhall 
Kc be allowed to take any fees, nor any falary 
or allowance, except fuch as the future legifla- 
ture may grant, . 

XXXI, Sherifs »nd Coroners flball be^e<aed 
ann^uaHy in .ea.ch city and county l|y thje fr^e-r 
mien i that is to fay, ^WQ p.erfQns for ca/ch.of-». 
f\Ci^ one of .who;^ for each. i$ to be commif*. 

fioned 
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fiMcd by tbe Prefidene in Council No f«^i^ 
fliall continue in the office of SherilF inore thai) 

« 

fhrae fucccflive years. Of be cij)4ble of being 
igiin elcfled during four yesirs'laftibf wards; 
The cleSion fhall be held at the fame tinic and 

- « 

jf>Iafcc appointed for the cle^ioh of R^pr^fcpl 
tativcs ; and the Commiflioners* anH AiTcHbrSi 
^nd ptbcr officers chofen by |he people, fhall 
jlfo be then and there eleded, las has been lifuaj 

heretofore, until altered or otherwife regulateci 

i^ . • « • . 

ty the fiitur? legiflatyire of this State, 

XXXII. All eledions, whether by the j^cq^ 
pie or in Qeneral Aflernbly, fhall b^ by bjUlot,^ 
fre? and yolvintary: and »ny eleflor who ft^^ 
ipceiyc ^ny gift or reward fpF his yptC|. i^ 
ineat^ drinjc, monies, or ptbervi^ifc^ fh^l for*; 
feit his.riffht toel^dt for (hj^t .(inj^c, and . A^^^f, 
fuclj ptbcr penalty as fut^ire laws, fb all dir^,. 
And any perfon who fhall directly, or indirc^S^lx 

give, proniife, or bcflpw any fuch rewards tq 

-t' ... , ..If » ^««#. »* 

f>c eledted, fjiall be thereby rendered incapably 
%Q fexyje/or ih? enfuing yegir. 

JXX^IIIf. All ^es> licence money, fthes^ and 

ft>f^itur$6j heretpforc granted oi' pal^ -to tlie 

Gpyer^ofj, or his defiutie$, for the fupport' df 

^verfi^<?nti fliall H6i'?fU|^r be paid in to the 

h .. pubU9 



fttiUit'trdartt^^iinlers aketfed or dbotiOi^ib^ 

the future tegiikture. •■ • ■■ • .- . i 

XXXIV. A Rcglfter's office tar the pro1)«te of 
wills^ and gcanting letters of adniif!iilratk>n, and 
an office for the recording of deeds, (hall be 
kept in .tach city and county ^ the officers 
to be appointed by the General Aflembly, re- 
moveable at their pleafure, and to be commit 
ftoncd by the Prclident in Council. 

XXXV. The printing prcffes (hall be free to 
every perfon who undertakes to examine the 
proceedings of the Icgiflature, or any part of 
government. 

XXXVJ. As every freeman, to preferve his 
independence (if without a fufficient eftate)^ 
ought to have fome profeffion, calling, trade or 
farm, whereby hemay honcftly fubfift, there c^a 
be no neceflity for, nor ufe in eftablifliing offices 
of profit ; the ufual effedts of which are depeii^ 
dence and fervility, unbecoming freemtn, in the 
pofTeffors and expe£lant$ ; fa&ion, contention^ 
corruption, and diforder among the people^ 
But if any man is called into public fervice* 
to the prejudice of his private a^iri^ be has 
a right to a reafonable compenfation : ttt^ 
whenever an ofHce, through increaie of £pfi$ or 
otherwife^ becomes fo profitable as to occafion 

many 
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pisiiif to ^pljr for it, the pro^s ought t& be 
IdTened by the legiilature. 

XXXyiL The future IcgiflatHre of thi^ 
State (hfil regulate entails ia fach a maoner as 
to prevent perpetuities. 

XXXVIIL The penal laws as httctoton 
ufed, fhall be reformed by the legillature of this 
State as foon as may be^ and punishments 
made in fome cafes lefs fanguinafy^ and in ge- 
neral more proportionate to the crimes. 

XXXIX. To deter more effedhially from the 
commiffion of crimes, by continual vifible pu*- 
niflimentof long duration, and to make fangui«- 
nary punifliments lefs neceflary, houfes ought 
to be provided for punifliing by hard labouri 
thofe who fhall be convided of crimes not ca- 
pital 5 wherein the criminals fhall be employed 
for the benefit of the public, or for reparatioh 
# injuries done to private perfohs : and all 
perfons at proper times fhall be admitted to fee 
the prifoncrs at their labour. 

XL. Every officer, whether judicial, cxccu^ 
tlve, of military, in authority under this Com- 
jnonwealth, fhall take the following oath or af- 
^rrhation of allegiance, and general oath of office, 

before he enter on the execution of his office : 

• • . > • ■' 

* The 



' The oath or affirmwion of allegiincie * 
** I do fwear (or afBrrri), that I will 

be true and faithful to the Commonwealth 

.i 

of Pcnnfylvania : and that I will not di-* 
refkly or indiredliy do any aft or thing pre^ 
judicial or injurious to the Conftitution or* Go- 
vernment thereof, as eftablifhed by the Con-^ 
rention." 

The oath or affirmation of office : ** 1 

do fwear (or affirm), that I will 

faithfully execute the office of for th« 

of and will do equal right and 

^ juftice to all men, to the beA of my judgement 

and abilities, according to law." 

XLI. No public tax, cuftonx, or contribn^ 
tfon fhall be impofed upon, or paid by the 

people of this State, except by a law for that 
piirpofe : and before any law be made £br nuk 
fing it, the purpofe for which any tax k. to bc 
raiied ought to appear clearly, to the legiflaton 
^0 be of more fervice to tb^v community thai| 
the money would be, if not collected; rnphidli 
being well obferved, taxes can never be bufdeits^ 
XLIL Every foreigner of good cHa|a€ler 
who comes to fettle in this State, leaving fic|: 

taken 
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taken an oath or affirmation of all^bnce 
tb thfe £une» may purchafey or by other juft 
means acquire^ hold» and transfer land or other 
real eflate ; and after one year's refidence fhall 
be deemed a free denizen thereof, and intitled 
tQ all the rights of a natural-born fubjed: of 
t^iis .State> except that he (hall not be capable 
of being eledted a Reprefentative until after 

i 

two ]Fears refidence. 

XLIIL The inhabitants of this State (hall 
lutye liberty to fowl and hunt in ieafonabh 
firaes on the lands they hold, and on all other 
lands therein not inclofed ; and in like man-* 
ner to fi(h in all beatable waters, and others^ 
abt private property. 

XL|V. A fchool or fohools (hall be efta- 
bliihed in each county by the legiilature for 
the convenient inftrudion of youth, with fuch 
ftlaries to the mafters, paid by the public, as 
may enable then?^ to inftruft youth at low 
Ibices: and all^Xiieful learning (hall be duly 
encouraged and^romoted in one or more uni« 
verfities. 

XLV« Laws for the encouragement of vir- 
|tte> wid prevention of vice and immorality^ 

(hall 
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ihall be made and conftajitly kept in force, and 
provifion fhall be made for their due cxecu* ' 
tion ! and all religious focieties or bodies of 
men heretofore united or incorporated for the 
advancement of religion and learning, or for 
other pious and charitable purpofes, fhall be 
encouraged and protefted in the enjoyment of 
the privileges, immunities and eftates vv^hich 
they were accuftomed to enjoy, or could of 
right have enjoyed, under the laws and former 
Conftitution of this State. 

XLVI. The Declaration of Rights is hereby 
declared to be a part of the Conftitution of 
this Commonwealth, and ought never to be 
violated on any pretence whatever. 

XLVIL In order that the freedom of this 
Commonwealth may be preferved inviolate 
for ever, there (hall be chofen by ballot by the 
freemen in each city and county refpeftively, 
on the fecond Tuefday in Odlobcr, in the year 
bne thoufand feven hundred and eighty-^tHree, 
and on the fecond Tuefday in Oftober in every 

feventh year thereafter, two perfons in each 
city and county of this State, to be called. The 
CotfNCiL OF Censors-; who (hall meet toge- 
ther on the fecond Monday of Novcmbcry nexi 

P enfuing 
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eniuing their eledion ; the majority of wKom 
(hall be a Quorum in every cafe, except as to 
calling a Convention, in which two- thirds of 
the whole number clefled Ihall agree; and 
whofe duty it fhall be to enquire whether the 
Conftitution has been preferved inviolate in 
every part 5, and whether the legiflative and 
executive branches of Government have per- 
formed their duty as guardians of the people, 

or aflumed to.themfelves, or exercifed other 

♦ < » ■ 

or greater powers than they are entitled to 
by the Conftitution ? They are alfo to enquire 
whether the public taxes have been juftly laid 
^nd eollefted in all parts of this Commonwealth 
in what manner the public, monies have been 

difpofed of, and whether the laws have been 

* 

duly executed. For theie purpofes they fliall 
have power to fend for perfons, papers, and 
records ; they fhall have authority to pafs pub- 
lie cenfures, to order impeachments, and to 
recommend to the legiflature the repealing 
fuch laws as appear to them, to have been en- 
afted contrary to the principles of the Confti- 
tution: thefe powers tljfy fhall continue to 
have, for and during the fpace of one year 
from the. day of their eledtion, and.no longer. 

The 
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ThefaidCouncilofCcnforsfhall alfo have power 
•o call a Convention, to meet Within two years 
after their fitting, if there appear to them an 
abfolute neceflity of amending any article of 
the Conftitution which may be defective, ex- 
plaining fuch as may be thought not clearly 
CxprelTed, and of adding fuch as are necelTary 
for the prefervation of the rights and happinefs 
of the people : but the articles tci be amended, 
and the amendments propofed, and fuch ar- 
ticles as are propofed to be added or aboliflied, 
ihall be promulgated at leaft fix months before 
the day appointed for the eledlion of fuch Con- 
vention, for the previous confideration of th6 
people, that they may have an opportunity e* 
inftrudting their Delegates on ' 
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DECLARATION of RIGHTS 

V . . •. . . ... 

c:.: AND 

.~F U N D A ME N T A L R U L E S 

." * OF THE 

• .. • 

.".DELAWARE STATE, 

- FORMERLY -STILED, 

M THE GOVERNMENT OF THE COUNTIES OF 
T NEWCASTLE, KENT, AND SUSSEX, . UPON DE- 
'LAWARE." 

I. npH AT all government of right originates 
from the peoplq, is founded in corapadl 
pnly, and inftituted folely for the good of the 
whole. 

II. That all men have a natural and unalioi-. 
a'ble right to worfhip Alrfiiglity God according 

. tothedi<3:atc«^pft^!ieirpwnconfciences and un- 
der-ftandings ; and "tfiat no man ought, or of 
right can be 'compelled i^ attend any reli- 
gious worfhip, or maintain any miniftry, con- 
trary to or againft his own free will and con- 

ient;^ 
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fent; and that no authority can or ought to be 
y^ftcd w, oriffumcd by any power whateverf 
that (hall in any cafe interfere with, or in any 
manner controul J the right of confcience, in the 
free, cxercile* of religious worfliip. 

III. That all perfons profefling theChriftian 
religion, ought fo^r ever to enjoy equal rights 
and privileges in this State, unlefs under colour 
of religion any man difturb the peace, thd . 
happincfs, or (afety of fociety. 1 

i IV. That the people of this State have th^ 
fole, exclufive, and inherent right of governing 

and regulating the internal police of the fame. 
, V. That perfons intrufted with the legiflati\r& 

and executive powers are the tfuflees and fcr^ 
vants of the public, and as fuch accouiitable fof 
their condu(S; wherefore, whenever the ends^ 
of government are perverted, indpubfic liberty 
m^inife&ly endangered -by the Icgiflative fihglyi- 
pf» a -treacherous 'combination of both, the 
pedjpleihay, and of right ought"' to eftablifh a 
liew, or reform the old Government. 

Vr. That the right in the people to parti-^ 
cipate nl thd legiflaturc, is the foundation of 
liberty and of all free government } and for this 
cTid an elcdions t)ught to be free and frtquent, 
m^ ivtty ftcemiA fiftvihg fulficient eviclenceof 

I 

.' ' P3 a per- 
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a permanent common intireft with, and attach* 
ment to the cpmmunity,^ bath a right of 
firffragc. ... 

.:VI1, That no power of fufpcndbg laws, or 
the execution, of laws, ought to fee exerci&d, 
linlefs by the legiflaturc. 
\ VHL That for redrefs of grievances, and for 
amending and ftjjexigthening of. the laws^ thte 
k^flature ought %0 be frequently eoovened. 

IX. That every man hath a righjt to petition 
the Ifgiflatttf^ fgr th^ rodrefs of griovwiCes, in a 
peaiceable and ofderly niaijner. ^ 

.X. That every member, of fociety hath a 
right to be pratie^ed in ihe enjoyment of .lifc> 
liberty, and property, and therefore is feawmd to 
C5ontribut;e bi&'pr&pQrtto|i tqWft^ds thfe^cpence 
pf that proteAipn, and yield hiijB perfo^ftl fer^^icc 
when necefla?y,, or an equivalent thj^etQj but 
no pafrt ofa njan's. pjfoperty-canrbejuiMj.^afeeft 
£rom him, ot applied to public .uies., wit|^uthit) 
own confept, or that of his jegaL R^r^£^iit%- 
tives : nor cad any man th^t is conipi^t^fiouily^ 
fcrupulaus of bearing arms, many f afq ^ jpftly 
compelled thereto, if he will jay f^ch; cqui^ 
v^lent. * .. , '/ . ^ . 

XL That retrofpeftive Uws p^^^iflkung. <pf- 

fences compo^yii before ^f{ fixj^eftc©/-fi^. <ufihu 

laws, 



r y^* 
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laws, areopprefllvc and unjuft, and ought not 
to be made. 

XII. That every freeman, for every injury 
dpne him in his goods, lands, or perfon, by 
any other perfon, ought to have remedy by the 
courfe of the law of -the land, and ought to have 
juftice and right for the injury done to him, 
freely without fale^ fully without any denial, a^ndl 
Ipeedily without delay, according to the law pf 
the land, 

XIII. That trial by jury of fafts.wjiere they 
arife, is ohe of the grcateft fecurities of the lives^ 
liberties, and eftates. of the people, 

XIV. That in all profecutipns for criminal 
oiJences, every man hath a right to be in-^ 
formed of the accufation againil him, to be al- 
lowed counfel, to. be confronted with theac- 
cufers or witne^es, to examine evidence on oath 
i« \m favour, and to a fpeedy trial by anim- 
partial jury, without whofe unanioious confeot, 
he du^t not to be found g^ilty^. 

XV. That no mm in the courts of comnijOa 
law ought to be compelled to giv-e evidftlJO? 
againft himfelf. 

.'Xyi. Tbatexceinve bail ought fiot to be 
required, nor exceffive fines impoftd^ nor crutl . 
or«untifuaI punifhments inili(fted, 

P 4 XVII. That 
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XVII. That all warrants without oath to 

> 

fcarch fufpedied places, or to feize any perfon 
or his property, are grievous and oppreflive ; 
and all general warrants to fearch fufpeftccj 
places, or to apprehend all perfons fufpcfted, 
without naming or dcfcribing the place or any 
perfon in fpecial, are illegal, and ought not to 
be granted. 

XVlir* That a well-regulated militia is the 
proper, natural, and fafe defence of a free go- 
vernment. . . , _ ' 
• XIX. That (landing armies are dangerous to 
liHerty, and ought not to he raifed or kept up 
without the cbnfent of the legiflature. 

XX. That, iji all gafcs and at all times the 
military ought to be under ftrid fubofdination ' 
to, and governed by, the civil power. 

XXL That ho foldier ought to be quartered* 
in* any houfe in time of peace, vvilhout the con- 
leftt of theo\Vner; and in time of war in fuch 
nianncronly as the legiflatuire (hall dire(fl. 

XXII. That the independency and upright- 
nefs of Judges are eflential to the impartial ad* 
miniftration of jufticc, and -a great fecurity to 
the rights and liberties of the people. 

XXIir. That the liberty' of the prefs ought 

to be inviolably prefervcd. 



( ^^7 ) 



THE 



C O N S T I 1 U T I O N, 

O R 

SYSTEM OF COVERNMENT, 

AGREED TO AND . RESOLVED UPON BY THE Rfi- 
PRESENTATIVES IN FULL CONVENTION OF' 
THE DELAWARE STATE, FORMERLY STILED,- 
«' THE GOVERNMENT OF THE COUNTIES OF 
NEWCASTLE, KENT, AND SUSSEX, UPON DE- 
LAWARE ;'• THE SAID REPRESENTATIVES BEING 
CHOSEN BY THE FREEMEN OF TH« SAID STATE- 
FOR TH4T EXPRESS PURPOSE. 



I. ^TT^HE Government of the counties cf 
X Newcaflle, Kent and Suffex, upon 

r 

Delaware, fhall hereafter in all public and other 
writings be called. The Delaware State* 

II. The legiflature fhall be formed of two 
diftinft branches. They Ihall meet once or 
oftcncr in every year, and (hall be called, TftE 
General Assembly op Delaware. 

•III. "One of the branches of the legiflattire 
fhall be called. The House of Assembly, and* 
/hall confift of icven Reprcfentatives to be cho- * 
icn for each county annually, offuch perfon$* 
as *arc freeholders of the farne^ 

IV. The' 
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IV. The other branch (hall be called. The 
CouKCiL, and confift of nine Members ; three 
to he chofcn for each county at the time of the 
firft eledioa of the Aflembly, who {hall be 
freeholders of the county for which they arc 
chofen, and be upwards /)f twenty-five years 
of age. At the end of one year after the 
general election, the Councillor who had the 
fmallcft number of votes in each county (hall 
be difplaced, and the vacancies thereby occa- 
fioned fupplied by the freemen of each coun- 
ty choofing the fame or another perfon at a net^ 
election in manner aforefaid. At the end of 
two years after the firft general eleftion, the 
Councillor who flood fecond in number of 
votes in each county fhall be difplaced, and the 
vacancies thereby occafioned fupplied by a new 
cle<Sion in manner aforefaid. And at the epd 
of three years from the firft general ele^on, 
the Councillor who had the greatcft nuqiber 
of votes in each county fhall be difplaced, and 
the, vacancies thereby occafioned fupplied by a 
new.eledion in manner aforefaid. And this 
rptation of a Councillor being dilplaced at the 
cjxd of three years in each county, aad bis of- 
fice fupplied by a new choice, (hall be cont>» 
imed afterwards in due order annually for ever» 

wh^rcby^ 
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whereby, after the firft general e^cdion, a 
Councillor will remain in truft for three yearii 
from the time of his hcing cleded, and a 
Councillor will be difplaced, and the iame or 
another chofen in each county at every eleftion. 

V. The right of fuffrage in the eledion of 
Members for both Houfes fhall remiain as ex* 
ercifcd by law at prefent 5 and each Houfe Ihall 
choofc its own Speaker, appoint its own officers, 
judge of the qualifications and eleftions of its 
own Members, fettle its own rules of proceed- 
ing, and direft writs of eledion for fupplyin^ 
intermediate vacancies* They may alfo feve- 
rally expel any of their own Members for mif- 
behaviour, but not a fecond time in the fame 
feffions for the fame offence, if rc-elefted • an4 
they fliall have all other powers necelTary for 
the legiflature of a free and independent State. 

VI. All money-bills for the fupport of Go^ 
vernment (hall originate in the Houfe of ACr 
fcmbly, and may be altered, amended orrcjc&rr 
cd by the Legiflative Council. All other bilU 
and ordinaaces may take rife in the Hou& of 
Affembly or Legiflative Council, and may be 
alteredi amended or rejeded by cither. 

VII- A 
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IV. The other branch (hall be called, Thb 
CouKCiL, and confift of nine Members ; three 
to he chofcn for each county at the time of the 
firft eledion of the Aflembly, who {hall be 
freeholders of the county for which they arc 
chofen, and be upwards /)f twenty-five years 
of age. At the end of one year after the 
general election, the Councillor who had the 
fmallcft number of votes in each county (hall 
be difplaced, and the vacancies thereby occa- 
fioned fupplied by the freemen of each coun- 
ty choofing the fame or another perfon at a netv 
election in manner aforefaid. At the end of 
two years after the firft gener^ eleftion> the. 
Councillor who flood fecond in number or 
votes in each county fhall be difplaced, and the. 
vacancies thereby occafioned fupplied by a new 

r 

cle<Sion in manner aforefaid. And ^t the epd 
of three years frpm the firft general elq^ion, 
the Councillor who bad the greatcft numbey 
of votes in each county fhall be difplaccd, and 
the .vacancies thereby occafioned fupplied by; a 
Mw.eledion in manner aforefaid. And this 
rotation of a Councillor being di (placed at the 
cjxd of three years in each county, aad bis of- 
fice fupplied by a new choice, ihall be conti^ 
l^ued afterwards in due order annually for ever» 

whqrcby^ 



r 
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whereby, after the firft general ejcdion, a 
Councillor will remain in truft for three years 
froflfi the time of his hcing cleded, and a 
Councillor will be difplaced, and the fame or 
another chofen in each county at every eleftion^ 

V. The right of fuffrage in the eledion qf 
Members for both Houfes fhall remain as ex* 
ercifcd by law at prefent ; and each Houle Ihall 

« 

choofc its own Speaker, appoint its own officers, 
judge of the qualifications and eleftions of its 
own Members, fettle its own rules of proceed- 
ing, and direft writs of eleftion for fupplying 
intermediate vacancies* They may alfo feve- 
rally expel any of their own Members for mif- 
behaviour, but not a fecond time in the fame 
feflions for the fame offence, if rc-elefted ; an4 
they {hall have all other powers necelTary for 
the legiflature of a free and independent State. 

VI. All money-bills for the fupport of Go^ 
vernment (hall originate in the Houfc of ACr 
fembly, and may be altered, amended or vcjcGtr 
ed by the Legiflative Council. All other bills 
and ordinances may take rife in the Hou& of 
Affembly or Legiflative Council, and may be 
alteredi amended or rejeded by either. 

VII. A 
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VII. A Prcfidcnt or Chief Magiflrate (hall 
be chofen by joint ballot of both Houfcs, to 
be taken in the Houfe of Aflcmbly, and the 
box examined by the Speakers of each Hou fc 

in the prefence of- the other Members; and in 
cafe the numbers for the two higheft in votes 
fliould be equal, then the Speaker of the Coun- 
cil {hall have an additional caAing voice^ and 
the .appointment of the perfon who has the 
majority of" votes fhall be entered at large on 
the minutes and journals of each Houfe 5 and a 
copy thereof on parchment, certified and 
ligncd by the Speakers refpedtively, and fealed 
with the great feal of the State, which they 
are hereby authorifed to affix, ihall be deli- 
vered to the perfon fo chofen Prefident, who 
fhail continue in that office three years, and 
until the fitting of the next General Aflfembly 
and no longer, nor be eligible until the expi- 
ration of three years after he fhall have been 
out of that office. An adequate but moderate 
falary (hall be fettled on him .during his conti- 
tiuance in office. He may draw for fuch fums 
of money as (hall be appropriated by the Ge- 
neral AflTembly, and be accountable to them 
for the fame. He may, by and with the ad- 
* .:, f Vice 
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Vict of the Privy-council, lay embargoes or 
prohibit the exportation of any commodity for 
any time not exceeding thirty days, in the re- 
cefsof the General Aflembly. He ihall have 
the power of granting pardons or reprieves, 
except where the profecution fhall be carried 
on by the Houfe of Aflembly, or the law fhall 
otherwife diredl ; in which cafes no pardon or 
reprieve (hall be granted, but by a refolve or 
the Houfe of Aflembly ; and may exercife all 
the other executive powers of government, li- 
mited and reftrained as by this Conftitution id 
mentioned, and according to the laws of the 
State. And on his death, inability, or ab- 
fence from the State, the Speaker of the Legi- 
flative Council for the time being {hall be Vice- 
prefident ; and in cafe of his death, inability, 
or abfence from the State, the Speaker of the 
Houfe of Aflembly (hall have the powers of a 
Prefident, until a new nomination is made by 
the General Aflembly. 

VIII. A Privy-council confifting of four 
Members fliall be chofen by ballot, two by the 
Legiflative Council, and two by the Houfe of 
Aflembly : provided, that no regular ofiicer of 
the army or navy in the fervice and pay of the 
Continent, or of this or of any other State, 

fhall 



1 
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fhall be eligible. And a Member of the Lc- 
gifiative Council or of the Houfe of Ailcmbly 
being chofen of the Privy- council^ and accept- 
ing thereof, fhall thereby lofe his feat. Three 
Members fhall be a Quorum, and their advice 
and proceedings fhall be entered on record, 
and figned by the Members prefent, (to any 
part of which any Member may enter his dif- 
fent) to be laid before the General Affembly, 
when called for by them. Two Members 
fhall be removed by ballot, one by the Le- 
giflative Council, and one by the Houfe of 
Affembly, at the end of two years, and thofc 
who remain the next year after, who fhall fe- 
verally be ineligible for the three next years. 

Thefc vacancies, as well as thofe occafioncd 
by death or incapacity, fhall be fupplied by 
new eleftions in the fame manner. And this 
rotation of a Privy-councillor fhall be conti- 
nued afterwards in due order annually forever. 
The Prefident may by fummons convene the 
Privy-council at any time when the public 
exigencies may require, and at fuch place as 
he fhall think moft convenient, when and 
where they are to attend accordingly. 

IX. The Prefident, with the advice and 
confent of the Privy-co^neil> may embody the 

the 
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the militia, and adt as Captain-general and 
Commander in Chief of them, and the other 
military force of this State, under the laws of 
the fame. 

X. Either Houfe of the General Aflembly^ 
may adjourn themfelves refpe<ftively. The 
Prefident (hall not prorogue, adjourn, or dif- 
folve the General Aflembly ; but he may, with 
the advice of the Privy-council, or on the ap- 
plication of a majority of either Houfe, call 
them before the time to which they (hall ftand 
adjourned ; and the two Houfes fhall always 
fit at the fame time and place -, for which pur- 
pofc, immediately after eveiy adjournment, the 
Speaker of the Houfe of Aflembly fliall give 
notice to the Speaker of the other Houfe of 
the time to which the Houfe of Aflembly 

Aands adjourned. 

XI. The Delegates for Delaware to the 

Congrefs of the United States of America^ 
fhall be chofen annually, or fuperfeded in the 
mean time, by joint ballot of both Houfes in 
the General AflTembly. 

XII. The Prefident and General Aflembly 
fliall by joint ballot appoint three Juflices of the 
Supreme Court for the State, one of whom fhall 
be Chief Juftice and a Judge of Admiralty; 

and 
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and alfo fourjuftices of the Cbuf ts of Gammon-* 
Picas and Orphans Courts for each county, 
ene of whom in each Court ihall be 
ftiled Chief Justice (and in cafe of di- 
vifion on the ballot, the Frcfident fhall have an 
additional cafting voice), to be commiffioned by 
the Prefident under the great feal, v^ho fhall 
continue in office during good behaviour ; and 
during the time the Juftices of the faid Supreme 
Court and Courts of Common-Pleas remain ia 
office, they fhall hold none other except in the; 
militia. Any one of the Juftices of either pf faid 

4 

Courts (hall have power, in cafe of the non- com- 
ing of his brethren, to open and adjourn the 
Court. An adequate, fixed, but moderate falary 
fhall be fettled on them during t|ieir conti- 
nuance in office. The Prefident and Privy- 
council fhall appoint the Secretary ; the Attor- 
ney General 3 Regifters for the Probate of Wills^ 
qnd granting letters of adminiftration ; Regif- 
ters in Chancery; Clerks of the Courts of ComT 
mon -Pleas and Orphans Courts and Clerk^. 
of the Peace ; who fhall be commiflioped. as 
aforefaid, and remain in offilce during five ycarSp^ 
if they behave themfelves well, d^ring which 
time the faid Regifters in Chancery and Clerks ,. 

fhall 



CONSTITUTION OF DELAWARE, aa* 

ihall not be Jufticp« of cither of thcfaid Courts 
of which thejr are officers, but they fhall have 
authority to fign all- writs by them iiTued, and 
,taice recognizances of bail. Thejufticcs of the 
Peace fhall be nominated by the Houfe of Af- 
fembly ; that is to fay, They fhall name twenty- 
four perfons for each county, of whom the 
Prefident, with the approbation of the Privy- 
council, fhall appoint twelve, who fhall be 
Coftimiffioned as afdrefaid, ' and continue in of- 
fice during feven years, if they behave tfaem- 
fclvcs well ; and in cafe of vacancies^ or if the 
legiflature fhall think proper to increafe, the 
number, they fhall be nominated and apppijint^fd 
in like manner. The members of the Legifla- 
tive and Privy Councils fhall be JufUces Of the 
Peace for the whole State, during their conti* 
nuance in truft : and the Jufliccs of the Courts 
of Common^pleas fhall be Confervators of the 
Peace in the refpedtive counties. 

,XUI. The Juftices of the Courts of Com- 
mon-* pleas and Orphans Courts fhall have the 
power of holding inferior Courts of Chancery 
aS'heretofore, unlefs . the legiflatuFe fhall other-* 

wife dire£)u 

The Clerks of the Supreme Court fhall be 
appointed ; by the Chief Juflice . thereof, and 

Q^ ^ the 
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the Recorders of Deeds by the jiiilices o^ the 
Courts of Common-pleas for each county fevc- 
rally, and commiffioned by the Prefidcnt un- 
der the Great Seal, and continue in office five 
years, if they behave themfelves well. 

XV« TJic Sheriffs ani Coroners of the re- 

♦ ■ . ■ 

SpeQiivc counties flaall be qhofen annually as 
heretofore ;' and any perfon having ferved three 
years as Sheriff, fliali be ineligible for three 
yeai% after ; in4 tike Frdident and Privy-coun- 
cil %iali have the appointment of. fuch of the 

^wo^cftfldidat«s returned for the feid offices df 

- Shc¥iffs 6nd Coroners, as Ihcy ftall think heft 

qualified^ in the fame manner that the Govor- 

* iior heretofore enjoyed this p6Wer. * 

XVI. The Gencml Affembly by joint bal- 
lot ihaTl appoint the trenerds and Field-c^co^, 

* and all other officers in the itfmy Of • ueivy of 
this State. And the Prefident may appoint 

^durifig pleafure, until <«herwife difefted by the 

^legiflatufe, airneceflary civil officers notbtttih 

* • • ' •■ 

before-mentioned. 

XVII. There (hill bt an appeal f rote 'the 
Supreme Court of Delaware in mattws of la<v 

^ and eqtiity, to a Court of fcven'pei*fbM, tt) ton- 
' fift of the Prefi<!tetit for'lhe tibw being, irho 

ihall 
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$an prcfid€^ therein! aiid fix others, to t>.e ip* 

potnOed^ thiftt by the Legiilative Council, and 

three by the Houftf of Af&mbly, who 0iaU 

.c6n tinue in office daring good behaviour* 

and be comnHflioned by the Preifideat undee 
Cbe <!rreat Seal^ which Court ffaall he Ayledf 
T^ Cwrt ofjfpfealsf and have all the autho^ 
rity and powers hereto^re given by law in the 
hA. re&rt to the King in Council, under 
the' old goveriinient- The Secretary ihall be 
the Ckrk of this Courts and vacancies therein 
bccafiened by death or incapacity ihall be fup« 
plied by new eledions, in manner afopefaid* 

XVUL The Juftices of the Supreme Court 
and Courts of Common-pleas, the Memrbers of 
the Privy- council, the Secretary, the Truftees 
of the Loan-office, and Clerks of the Courts of 
Comnjipn- pleas, during their continuance in 
office,' and all perfohs concerned in any army 
or navy contracfts, fhall* be ineligible to either 
Houfe of AlTem'blyj and any Member of 
either Houfe accepting of any Other of the 
offices herein before-mentioned (excepting the 
of^cc ofa Judice of the Peace) Kliall have his 
feat thereby vacated, and a new eleftion 
fiiall Be ordered. -- • 

CLa XIX. The 



/ 
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XIX. The Legiflative Couocil and Afletnbf/ 
ftiall have the power of making the Great Seal 
of this State, which, ihall be kept by the PreJi- 
dfent, or in his abfence by the Vice-rprefident^to 
be ufed by them a& occafion may require^ It (hall 
be called, TAe Great Seal of the Delaware Statt, 
and (hall be affixed to all Uws and coranuilions^ 

XX. Commiilions ihall run in the name of 
^6e Dela'mare State, and bear teft by the Pne- 
fident. Writs ihall run in the fame manner« 
and bear tei): in th^ name of the Chief Juitice^ 
or Juilice firA named in the commiffions for the 
feveral Courts^ and be fealed with the public 
feals of fuch Courts. Indiftments ihall con- 
clude) Againji tie peace and dignity of the State. 

XXI. In cafe of vacancy of the oiSices above 
direded to be filled by the Preiident and Gene- 
ral Afiembly, the Preiident and Privy-council 
may appoint others in their ilead, until there 
ihall be a new eleAion. 

XXII. Every perfon who ihall be cfaofea 
a Member of either Houfe, or appointed to 
any office or place of truil:, before taking his 
feat, or entering upon the execution of hi« 
office, ihall take the following oath, or aiSr- 
mation, if confcientiouily fcrapulous.of taking 
an patb> to wit. 
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** I, A. B. will bear true allegiance to the 
Delaware State, fubmit to its conftitution and* 
laws, and do no aft wittingly whereby the 
freedom thereof may be prejudiced." 

And alfo make and fubfcribe the following 
declaration, to wit, 

•* I, A. B. do profefs faith in God the Fa- 
ther, and in Jefus Chrift his only Son, and the 
Holy Ghoft, one God, bleffed for evermore ; 
and I do acknowledge the holy fcriptures of the 
Old and New Teftanacnt to be given by divine 
infpiration/' 

And all officers ihall alfo take an oath of 
office. 

XXIII. The Prefidcnt when he is out of 
office, and within eighteen months after, and 
all others, offending againft the State^ either by 
mal-adminiftration, corruption, or other means, 
by which the fafety of the Commonwealth 
may be endangered, within eighteen months 
after the offence committed, fhall be impeach* 
able by the Houfe of AlTembly before the Legi- 
flacive Council ; fuch impeachment to be pro* 
fecHted by the Attorney-General, or fuch other 
perlbn or perfons as the Houfe of AfTembly 
may appoint, according to the laws of the land. 
If found guilty, he or they (hall be either for* 

0^3 ever 
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ever disabled to hold any office undpr gpvern- 
mtnt, or removed from pflice^e? tempore^. ov 
fubjefted to fuch pains aqd penalties as the 
laws fliall dircift. And all officcr:s.ihall bo re- 
moved on conyiclion pf miibehayipqr at cpm- 
mon law, or o|i impeachmpnf, or uppn thq 
acidrefs of the General Aflembly* 

XXIV. All, Afts of AOembl^ Jn force in 
this State on the fifteenth 4ay of May laft 
(and not hereby altered, or contrary to ^tbc rc- 
folutions of Congrefs, or of the late Hoqfoof 
Aflcmbly pf this State), fhall fo pontinue until 
alt'efBd or repealed by the legiflature; of rfiis 
State, utilefs where they are temporary, in 
iyhich caf<»^ they .ijjall expire at the times rc- 
J^efliyely limited for their djuration-, 

XXV. The cotBto^n law of England, as 
well as ib iniiich of the ftatute law as have been 
heretofore adopted in pra^ice in this Si^, 
ihall remain in force, unlcfs they (ball he al- 
tered by a future lavy of the legfflaturcj . fuch 
parts only excepted aj are repugnant; to ^e 
rights atid .privileges contains! in thijj .Confti^ 
tutioni and the Declaration pf |ligl|ts, ^c. 
agrted to by this Convention. 

XXVI. No perfon hereafter imported into 
this State from Africa ought to be held in 

ilavery 
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ilavery* under a&y pratchce rwhatever i aQ4 no 
qe|;ro^ Indian, or mulatto ilaVf » 9ug|)t tp be 
brought into ibis StiatQ for fale from any part 
of the^rld* 

XXVJ;L The ficft ekation for the Ge».eral 
Aflembly of this State fhall be hold on the 
twcnty-^firft.day of Odabcr nei^t* at the Court 
Houfes ip the ieveral counties, in the qianner 
heretofore ufed in the eledtion of the Affembly, 
except as to choice of Infpe£tors and AfTeflbrs, 
where Affeflbrs have not been chofen on the 
fixtcenth day of September inftant, which (hall 
be made on the morning of the day of elecftion^ 
by the eledors, inhabitants of the refpedive 
hundreds in each county ; at which time the 
Sheriffs and Coroners for the faid counties re- 
ipeftively are to be elefted j and the prefent 
Sheriffs* of the counties of Neweaftle and Kent 
mAy be re-ehofen to that office until die firfl; 
day of Od:ober in the year of our Lord one 
tbou^d feven hundred and ieven ty-nime, and 
the prefent Sheriff for the county of Suflex 
may be re^chofen to that office until tbvs 
firi): day of O&ober^ in the joear of our Lord 
one thoufand feven hundred ..and. fevfpty-^ 
eight, j)rovided the freemen thiok proper 
to re-elect them at every general election; 

0^4 and 
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and' Ow prefent Sheriff*. an4 Coroaag refpec, 
' tiy(?ly ihall continue to cxercife ihdt.<oBcsta» 
heretofore, until the Sheriffs and Combcw to 
be cleaed on the faid twenty-firft day of Odo, 
ber fhall be commiffioned and fwom into office. 
The Members of the Legfftative CoundU' and 
Aflembly (hall meet for tranfading the bufincfs 
of the State on the twenty-eighth day of Odo- 
ber next, gnd continue in office until the firft 
day of Oftober which will be in the year one 
thoufand feven hundred and fevcnty-feyen j on 
which day^ and on the firft day of Odtober in 
each year forever after, the Legiflative Council, 
Affembly, Sheriffs, and Coroners, Ihall bechofcA 
by ballot in mafiner dire(fled by the feveral 
laws of ^his State for regulating eleftions of 
Members of Affembly, and Sherifis apd Coror 
ners ; and the General Affembly fhall njeet on 
the twentieth day of the fame month, for tnin, 
fading the bufinef&of the State i and if any of 
the faid firft. and twentieth days of Oaobcc 
Ihould be Sunday, then, and in fuch cafe, the 
eledions ftiall he held aiid the General Affem- 
bly meet the next day following. 

XXVlil. To prevent any violence or force 

' , being 
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JMng ufdd at the'raid cle^ions, no perfons (hzll 
come al^med to any of them i and no muftcr of 
$1^ nMl^tia fball be made on that dayy nor ^all 
any battalion or company givp in their votes 
jmmediately fucceeding , each other, if any 
other, voter who. offers tp vote objeds thereto 5 
por fhall any battalion or company in tk^psj 
of the Contiqent, qr of this or any other State^ 
be fufFpred to remain at the tinje and place of 
holding the faid eledions, nor within one mite 
of the faid places refpeftively, for twenty-four 
hours before the opening faid eledions, nor 
within tvv^enty^four hours after the fame arc 
clofed, fo as in any manner to impede the freely 
and conveniently carrying on the faid elei^ion : 
provided always, that every eleftor may in a 
peaceable and orderly manner give in his vote 
pn the faid day of eledlion. 

XXIX. There (hall be no eftablifliment of 
apy pn^ religious feft in this State in preference 
to another 5 and no Clergyman or Preacher of 
the Gofpel of any denomination fliall be capable 
of holding any civil office in this State, or of 
being a Member of either of the branches of the 
iegiflature, vvrhile they continue in the exercife 
of the paftoral function .. 

XXX. No article of the Declaration of 

Rights 
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Rights and Fundamental Rules of this State, 
agreed to by this Convention, nor the firft, fe- 
cond, fifth (except that part thereof that relates 
to the right of fuffragc), twenty-fixth and twea* 
ty- ninth articles of this Conftitution, ought 
ever to be violated on any pretence whatever* 
l^o other part of this Conftitution (hall be il« 
tered, changed, or diminilhed, without the con« 
lent of five parts in feven of the Afifembly, and 
Teven Members of the Legiflative Council. 
'Friday y Septemhr 20, 1776. 
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DECLARATION of RIGHTS, 

AND THE 

CONSTITUTION 

. . . 

AND . 

FORM of GOVERNMENT 

AGREED TO BY THE DELEGATES OP MARY- 
LAND, IN FREE AND FULL CONVENTION AS, 
SEMBLED. 
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A DECLARATION of RIGHTS, &c. 

* » 

npHE Parliament of Great-Britain, by a 
• Declaratory Adt, having aflumcd a right 
to make laws to bind. the Colonies in all caies 
whatibever, and in purfuance of fuch claim en**- 
deavoured by force of arms to fubjugate the 
United Colonies to an unconditional fubmif^ 
fion to their will and power^ and having at 
length conftrained them to declare themfelves 
Independent States^ and to aflumQ government 
under the authority of the people : thereforo* 
We, the Delegates of Maryland^ in free and full 

Convcn- 
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Convention aflcmblcd, taking into our mod 
ferious confid^rgtion the' beft hieanf of efla- 
bliihing a good conftitution in this Stfate^ for 
the Aire foundation and more permanent feco« 
rity thereof, declare, 
, J^ That gll government of right originates 

from the people, is founded in compact only, 

« 

and inflituted folely for the good of the whole. 

II. That the people of this State otfght to 
have the folfe and exdufi^e right of regulating 
the ifilernal government and police therbdf . 

Ill/ That the inhabitant? of Maryland arft 
entitled to the common law of England, and 
the trial by jury according to the courfe of that 
law, and to the benefit of fuch of the Engliih 
ilatutcs as exifted at the time of their iSril emi- 
gration, and which by experience, have been 
found applicable to their local and other cir- 
cumftances, and of ^ fuch others as have been 
fince made in England, or Great- Britain, and 
have been introduced, ufed, and pra£Uibd, by 
the courts of law or equity -, andalfb to all Ads 
of Aflembly in force on the firft of June<:fe\ion-f 
teen hundred and fdventy-four, except. fuch as 
may have fihce expired, or hav&beeh, or ittay 
be altered by Ads of Convention^ or tliis De-r 
claration of Rights,: fubjed nevcrthclefs ^o the 

revilioft 
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revifion of, and amendment or repeal by, the 
legiilature.of this State 5 and the- inhabitants ^f 
Maryland arc alfo entitled -to all property de- 
rived to them from or under the charter granted 
by hM Majefty Charles I/.to Cfl^iliu&iCahren, 
Baron of Baltimore* 

IV. That all pcrfons inveftcd with the legi- 
ilative or executive powers of government are 
the truftees of the public, and- as fuch account-* 
able for their. condu£): : wherefore, whenever 
the ends of government are < perverted, and 
public liberty . manifeftly endangered, and. all 
other means of redrefs are ineffei^al, the peo- 
ple mayi and of right ought to reform the old 
or eftabli£h a new government. The dodrine 
of non-refiflance againft arbitrary power and 
oppreiHon, is abfurd, flavifh, and deflruAive of 

. the good and happinefs of mankind. 

V. That the right in the people to partici« 
pate in the legiflature is the beft fecurity of 

liberty, and the foundation of all free govern- 
ment. For this purpofe, elections oughtto, be 
free and frequent, and every man having pro- 
perty in, a common intereft with, and attach--^ 
ment to, the community, ought to have a right 
(pf fuffrage. 

VI. That 
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VL That the kgifl^timi MecijitiT^, Md jn- 
^dicial powers of govcrament ought to be for- 
xiver feparate and>d}(tio£k from each btfaer. 

-VIL That no power of fufpending laws, or 
:thel cxccutiwi of laws, unlefs by, or derived 
from, the Icgiflature, ought to be exerciied or 
. allowed. ' 

VIIL That freedom of fpeech and debates^ 
or proceedings in the l^iflature, ought not to 
be impeached in any other court of judicature^ 

IX* That a place for the meeting of the 
kgiibiture ougI)t to be fixed, the moft conveni- 
ent to the Members thereof, and to the depofi- 
tory of public records i and the legiflatore 
ought not to be convened or heJd « any other 
plaoe, but from evident neceffity. 

X. That for rcdrefs of grievances, and for 
amending, ftrengthcning and preferving the 
laws, the legiflature ought to be frequently 
convened* 

XL That every man hath a right to petition 
the legiflature for the redrefs of grievances, inz. 
p^ceable and orderly manner. 

Xil.A That no aid, charge, tax, fee or fees, 
"ought to be fct, rated, or levied, under any pre- 
tence, without confent of the legillature. 

• XIII. That 
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XIIX. That the levying tastes by the poll is 
grievoui.and oppre(Iive» and ought to> b4 abo- 
li^d ; that paupers ought not to be affefibd 
for the fupport of government ; but every ollKer 
peribn in the State ought to contribute his pfO« 
portion of public taxes for the fupport of .go« 
vernment^ according to his aftual worth in real 
or perfonal property within the State 5 yet 
fmest duties, or taxes, may properly and juiU]r 
be impofed or laid with a political view for the 
good government and benefit of the commu« 
nity. 

XIV. That fanguinary laws ought to be 
avoided, as far as is confiftent with the fafcty of 
the State ; and no law to inflid cruel and unu- 
fual pains and penalties ought to be made in 
any cafe, or at any time hereafter. 

XV* That rctrofpedive laws, puhifhing fads 
committed before the cxiftcnce of fuch laws, 
and by them only declared criminal, are op- 

prellive, unjuft, and incompatible with liberty, 
wherefore no ex poji faSlo law ought to be 
made. 

XVI. That no law to attaint particular pcr-^^ 
fons of treafon or felony ought to be made in 
any cafe, or at any time hereafter. 

XVIL Thit 
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;XViI. That every freeman^ for. any. inpmy 
done him in his perfon.or prop^rty^ pught to 
have remedy by the coUrfe of the law of the 
knd^ and ought to have judice and right, 
J&ccly without ^le^ fully without any denial^ 
andfpcedily without delay* according to the 
law.of the Und. 

• XyilL That the trial of fz&s where they 
arife^ i$ one of the greatefl fecqriticSjof the 
Uvesx liberties, and eftates of the peopi?. 
..XIX, .That in all criminal profecutipns^ 
every man hath a right to be informed of . thft 
acGufation againft him, to have a copy of the 
indidlment or charge in due time (if required) 
to prepare for his defence, to be allowed Coun- 
fel, to be confronted with the witnefTcs againft 
him, to have procefs for his witnefles, to exa- 
mine the witnefles . for and againft him on 
oath, and to a fpeedy trial by an impartial jury, 
without whofe unanimous confent he ought 
not to be found guilty* 

XX. That no man ought to be compelled 
to give evidence againft himfelf in a court of 
common law, or in any other court, but in 
fuch cafes as have been ufually praftifcd in this 
State, or may hereafter be direded by the 

Icgiflatqrc* 

; XXL That 
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XXI. That no "ftecijian ought ta be taken 
or imprifoned, or diiTei&d of his freehold, li-* * 
berties, or privikgcs, or outlawed, or exiled, or* 
in any manner deftroyed, or deprived of his 
life, liberty, or 'property, but by the judgment 
of his peers,' or by the law of the land. 

XXII. That exceffive bail ought not to be 
required, hor excefBve fines impofed; nor cruel 
or unufu^l punifhments inflicted by the Courts 
of law. 

XXIII. That all warrants without oath or 
affirmation, to fearch fufpefted places, or to 
feize any perfon or property, are grieviotis and 
oppreffive; and all geiieral warrants to fearch 
iiifpeifted places, or to apprehend fufpe^ted 
perfons, without naming or defcribing the 
place or' the perfon in fpeciaU are illegal^ and 
ought not to be granted. 

XXIV. That there ought to be no forfeiture 
of any part of the eftate of any perfon for any 
crime, except murder, or treafon againftthe 
State, and then only on convidion imd at-« 
tainder. 

XXV. Th^t a well regulated militia.ig the 
propa^und natural defence of a free govfrU'* 
xnent, 

R XXVt TM 
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XXVL That ftanding armifts wtq dangertfus 
te lil^erty^ jEtnd ought not to be raifed or kept 
Without confent of the legiflatttre^ 

XXVII. That in all cafes and at all times the 
military ought to be under ftri^ f^bocdinatioa 
to, and j[:onlxoul oi^ the civil power. 

XXVIII. That no foldier ought to be quar- 
tered in any houfe in time of peace, .without 
thecon&ht o£ the owner ; and in titxie of war, 
in fuch manner only as the legiflature ihall 

diroft. . 

XXIX* That no perfon^ except regular fiA^ 
diers, mariners, and marines ip the fervice of 
this State^ or militia when in actual fervice, 
ought in. any cafe to be fubje£l to, orpuni(h- 
abk by* martial law. « 
. XXK. That the independency and upright- 
nefs of Judges are eillbntial to the . impartial 
adminiikation of juftice, and a great fecurity 
to the rights and liberties of the people; 
wherefore the Chancellor and Judges ought to 
hold^tb^ir cOQiouilioij&duriAg good behaviour i 
and the faid Chancellor and Judges fhall b? 
temovedfbr misbehaviour, on coQ,Yi£tiQfi in a 
eaott of kwy and may be removed by <he Go*" 
vernor upon the addrefs of the GeheraL AA 
icmbly^ prdyided that twOrthirds of all the 

Mem- 
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ttffinbef s qf e^ HQufe ' concur in fuch ad« 
dr^ifi. Tl^at falaries liberal but not profufe 
ought to be iccured to the Chancellor and thp 
Judges during the continuance of their Conir* 
miffionsi in fuch manner and at fuch times as 
the legiilature ih^U hereafter dire<3:^ upon con- 
iider^tion of the circumftance$ of this State : 
no Chancellor or Judge ought to hold any 
other office, civil or military, or receive fee^ 
pr perquiiites of any kind. 

XXXh That a long continuance in the BxQ. 
executive departinents of power or truA is daur 
gerous to liberty 5 a rotation, therefore, in thofe 
departments is one of the belt fecurities of 
permanent freedom. 

XXXH, That no perfon ought to hpld at 
the fame time more than one offite of profit, 
nor aught any perfon in public truft to receive 
any prefent from any foreign Prince or State, 
or from the United States, or any of themi, 
without the approbation of this State. 

XXXIII. That as it is the duty of every 
man to worihip God in fuch manner as he 
thinks moil acceptable to him, all perfons pro- 
feiUng the Chriflian religion are equally en« 
titled to protedion in their religious liberty ; 
wherefore no perfon ought by any law to bo 

R 2 molefted 
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moleftcd in his perfon or cftatc, on account of 
his religious pcrfuafion or profeffion, or for his 
religious prai£tlcc,unlefs,uftdcr colour of religion, 
any iban fliall' diftiirb the good order, peace, or 
fafety of the 6tate> or (hall infringe the laws 
of morality, or injure others in th«ir natural, 
civil, or religious rightsf; nor ought any perfon 
to h€ compelled to frequent or maintain, or 
contribute, uhle(s on cohtraft, ' to maintain 
any particular place of worfhip, 6r any par- 
ticular miniffry : yet the legiflat urc may 
in their ' difcrction ' lay a general and equal 
tax for the fupport of the Chriftian religion ; 
leaving to each individual the power of ap- 
pointing the payment over of the money col- 
leded from him, tp the fupport of any particular 
placeiof worfhip or minifter, or for the benefit of 
the poor of his own denomination, or the poor 
in general of any particular county ; biit the 
ChurcTies, chapels, glebes, and all other property 
now belonging to the church of England, 
ought to remain to the church of England for 
ever. And all Adts of Aflembly lately paffed for 
coUedting monies for building or repiatiring par- 
ticular churches or chapels of eafe, fhall con- 
tinue iti force and be executed, unlefs the legif- 
kturc fhail by Aft fuperfede or repeal the feme j 

but 
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but no county court (hall aflefs any quantity of 
tobacco or fum of money hereafter, on the ap-^ 
ph*cation of any ^cftry-men or church-wardens ; 
and every incumbent of the church of England 
who hath remained in his parifh, and performed 
his duty, (hall be entitled to receive the provi-* 
lion and fupport eftablifhed by the Aft, entitled, 
•' An Ad for the fupport of the clergy of the 
church of England in this province,-' till the 
November-court of this prefent year, to be held 
for the county in which his parifh fhall lie, o^ 
partly lie, for fuch time as he hath reilnained in 

his parifh and performed his duty. 

XXXIV. That every gift, fale, or devife o^ 
lands to anyminifter, public-teacher, or preache^ 
of the gofpcl, as fuch, or to any religious fedt^ 
order, or denomination, or to, or for the fupport, 

ufe^ or benefit of, or in truft for, any minifler, 
public teacher, or preacher of the gofpel, 
as fuch, or any religious feft, order, or 
denomination ; and every gift or fale of goods 
or chattels to go in fucceffion, or to take place 
after the death of the feller or donor, or to or 
for fuch fupport, ufe or benefit; and alfo every 
devife of goods or chattels to, or for the fup- 
porty uife, or benefit of any minifter, public 
teacher, or preacher of the gofpcl, as fuch, or 

R 3 any 
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any religious feft, order or cknomination, with- 
out the leave of the legiflaturc, fhall be void i 
except always any fale, gif t, Icafe or devifcof aOy 
<|uaiitity of laiid not exceeding two acres, fdra 
church, meeting, or othef hpufe of wor^^ip, afid 
for a burying-ground, which fball be improved, 
enjoyed, or iifcd oqly for fuch purport, or fuch 
fale, gift, leafe, or idevife, ihaU be void. 

XXXVi That4io other tcft or ^salification 
ought tQ be required on adim^pn to any office 
of truA or pofit, than fuch oath of iupport and 
fidelity to this Stat4, and fuch oath of office as 
fhall be dire^ed by (his Conyention, or the 1^^ 
jgiilatureof this State, an^ ^ declaratitm of a 
belief ii^ tjje Cbriftian religion i 

XXXVI. That tjie maimer of adminiflering 

an oath to gny peripn> ought to \)^ fuch as 

. ' ■ ■■ 

thofe pf the xeligiou^ perfuafipn, profeffion^ pr 
denomination, of which fuch perftjn is one^ 
gene^-ally eftecm the rtioftfffc<Slijal ponfii'matioi? 
by the jitteftation of the Divine Beirift. And 
tiiat the peopk called Qgalccrs, thofe called 
Punkersv ^ifid thofe tallied Menonifts, holding 
it unlawful to take an path on any occafionj 
pught to be allowed to make their foleiuii af* 
firnaation in the.raaaner that Quakers hciVeJWefl 
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» 

lierctofore allowed to affirm, atid td "be of the 
fame avail as an oath in all fuch cafes as the 
affirmation of Quakers hath been allowed and 
accepted within this State, ihftead of Jin oatii. 
And further, on fuch affirmation, warrants to 
fearch for ftblen goods, or for the appYehenfion 
or commitmerit'of offenders, ought to be ^rant- 
cd, or fecurity for the peade awarded;, and 
Quakers, Dunkers, or Menonifts, ought alfa, on 
their folemn affirmation a,s aforefaid, to bead- 
mitted as witneffes in all criminal cafes hot 
capital. 

XXX VII. That the city of Annapolis ought 
to*hrf\^e.all its rights, privileges, and benefits, 
agreeable to its charter, and the Ads of Aflem- 
bly confirming and regulating the fame ; fub- 
jedl neverthelefs to fuch alterations as may be 
made by this Convention, or a«y future legi- 
flature. 

■ 

XXXVIII. That the liberty of the prefs 
ought to be inviolably preferved. 

XXXIX. That monopolies are odious, con- 
trary to the fpirit of a free government and the 
principles of commerce, and ought not to be 
fuffisred. 

XL. That no title of nobility or hereditary 

honours ought to be granted in this State. 

R 4 XLI. That 
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XLI. That the fubfifting refolves of this 
and the feveral Conventions held for this Co- 
lony^ ought to be in force as laws^ unlefs al- 
tered by this Conventions^ or the legiflature of 

this State. 

« « 

XLII. That this Declaration of Rights, or 
the Form of Ijovernment to be eftablifhed by 
this Convention, or any part of either of them» 
ought not to be altered, changed, or abolifhed 
by the legiflature of this State, but in fuch 
manner as this Convention fhall prefcribe and 
dired. 

This Declaration of Rights was aflented to 
and pafled in Convention of the Delegates of 
the Freemen of Maryland, begun and held at 
Annapolis the 14th day of Augufl:, A. D. 
1776. 

By Order of the Convention, 

MAT. TILGHMAN, President- 
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THE 



CONSTITUTION^ 



OR 



FORM of GOVERNMENT, &c. 

I. npHAT the legiflature confift of two di- 
ftindt branches, a Senate and a Houfe 
of Delegates, which fhall be filled, Thb Ge- 
neral Assembly of Maryland. 

11. That the Houfe of Delegates fhall be 
chofen in the following manner : All freemen 
above twenty-one years of age, having a free- 
hold of fifty acres of land in the county in 
which they offer to vote, and refiding therein ; 
and all freemen having property in this State 
above the value of thirty pounds current money, 
and having refided in the county in which they 
offer to vote, one whole year next preceding 
the cledlion ; fhall have a right of fuffrage in the 
ele£tioji of Delegates for fuch county ; and all 
freemen fo qualified fhall, on the firft Monday 
of October feventeen hundred and feventy-feven, 
and on the fame day in every year thereafter, 

aflemble 
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aflcmblc in the counties in which they arc rd- 
fpeftively qualified to vote, at the Court-houfe 
in the faid counties, or at fuch other place as 
the kgiff<Lture (hall direft, and when aflemblcd 
they (hall proceed to ele(^, viva voce, four De- 
legates for their refpedive counties, of the naoft 
wife, fenfible, and difcreet of the people, refi- 
dehts ih the county where they are tobe chofen 
one whole year next preceding the cledion, 

* 

above twenty-one years of age, and having in 
the State real or perfonal property above the 
value of five hundred pounds current money j 
and upon the final cafting of the polls^ the four 
pcrfons who ftiall appear to have the greatcfl: 
number of legal votes, (hall be declared and re- 

^ efled for their refpective coun- 
ties. 

HI. That the SheriiF of each county^ or, in 
cafe of fickneft, his deputy {fummoning two 
Juftices of the county, who are j'equired to at- 
tend for the prcfervation of the peace) fhall be 
the Judge of the election, and may adjourn 
from' day to day, if necelTary, till the fame be 

fihiilied. ixy that the whole election ihall be 
febA'iiYilded In four days ; and ihdl make his 
reidni' thereof, under his hand, to the Chancel- 

tor of this State ifor tlie time being. 

' IV. That 
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IV* That all perfons qualtfii^ hy the cteir* 
ter of lihc city of Annapolis to vote for bur*- 
gdTes, fhall on the fame firft Monday of Oc* 
tober fcventeen hundred and feventy-feven, and 
6 A the fanie day in every year forever there** 
after, elect vwd voce^ by ^ majority of votes, 
two Delegates, qualified agreeable to the faiJ 
charter; that the Mayor, Recorder, and Alder* 
men of the faid city, or any three of them, be 
Judges of the election, appoint the place in the 
faid city for holding the fame, and may adjourn 
from day to day as aforefaid, and fliall makfe 
return thereof a^ aforefaid ; but the inhabitanrs 
of the faid city fliall not be eAtitled to vote for 
Delegates for Anne-Afuiidel county, tinlefs 
they have a freehold of fifty acres of land in 
the county, diftinct from the city. 

V. That all perfons, inhabitants of Baltimore 
town, and having the fame qualifications as 
'eleftors^ in the county, (hall, on the fame firft 
Monday in Oftober feventeen hundred anci 
•fevefity-feven, ind the fame day in every Vear 
for evei* thereafter, at fuch place in the faid town 
^ the Judges (hall appoint, cleft vivu voce, by 
a rnkjotity of votes, two Delegates, q;ualified as 
iif6rfefa\di But If Ae faid inhabitants of the 

town 
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town fhall lb decrcafe, as that the number of 
pcrfons having a right of fuiFrage therein, fhaH 
have been for the fpacc of feven years fucccf- 
ftvely Jefs than one?- half the number of voters 
jn fome one county in this State, fucji town 
thenceforward fliali ceafe to fend two Dele- 
gates or Reprefentatives to the Houfe of Dele^ 
g^ztcs, until the faid town fhall have one-half of 
the number of voters in fome one county in 
this State« 

VI. That the Commiflioners of the faid 
town, or anv three ox more of them, ,for the 
time being, (hall be Judges of the faid eleftion^ 
and may adjourn as aforefaid, and ihall make 
return thereof as aforefaid j but the inhabitants 
of the faid town fhall, not be ep titled to vote for, 
or be eledcd Delegates for Baltimore county ; 
neither fhall the inhabitants of Baltimore coun- 
ty, out of the limits of Baltimore town, be en- 
titled to vote for, or be eledled Delegates for, 
ythe faid town. 

* * 

* - « 

VII That on refufal, death, difqualification, 

• - * 

refignation or removal o^t of this State, of any 
•Delegate,, or on his b?coniing^. Governor or 
Member of the Council, a warratft of plefl;ion 
fhall iffue by the Speakpr, for the clej^ibn of 

another 
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afeothcrin his pUce^ of wlii^h ten days fiotic* 
atleaft, excluding the day of notice and ddyof- 
elcaion,AaUbcgiven. - - ': - 

VIII. That not iersthaaa majority of De-- 
legates » with: their:. Speaker, (to.be chofent^ 
them by b^Uot.) : conftitute. an Houfe for the 
tranfaflion of any bufincfs, other, than thatof 

adjourning..: ; 

. IX^ That the Houfe of Delegates flialL 

judge of the eledlions and qualificatiolis of I^e-^ 

legates. * ^ 

X. That tbe Houfe of Q^lfgdtes may origi-' 

^ate all money bills, propofe^bills to the Senate^ 
or receive thofe offered by that body, ai?d affent,, 
diflent, or proppjTeamendpii^njs:;' that they may 
iixquire, on the oath of witncfles,^ into all com«< 
plaints, grievances, and offeniqes, as thegrandr 
inqucft of this State, and may commit. any 
pcrfon for any cryne tothe pubjiic gaol^ there to 
remain till he be difcharged by due courfe of 
law. They may expel any Member for a great 
Hiifdemeanour, but not a fecpnd.time fot the 
fame caufe. They may examine and pafs all ac- 
counts of the jState, relating either to the C9I- 
leftion or expenditure of the revenue, or appoint 
auditors toflate or adjuft the fame. They may. 

call 



^U for all public or ojgi^ial pa^rs; m^ [tf^^fS^^ 
(3ffkd fend Ibr pcr£bni^wlumi they niaxju^enccef^^ 
fary , in the courfe of their enquiries^ coneeming^ 
affairs relating to the public intecdH; and m^y 
diroft all pfEce bonds (which fhall bq niadc 
payable to the State) to be fued for on any 
breach of duty. . • 

XI. That the Senate may be at full land per-* 
fectliberty to exercife their judgedient inpaf- 
fingvlaws, and that they nuiy not be compelledr 
by the Houfe of Delegates cither to reject s 
money bill which the emergency of aflairsmay 
seq^iire^ or to aflent to fbme other act of legifla- 
tion, iii their confcience and judgement inju- 
rious Id the public welfare ; the Houle of De- 
legates fhall not on any occafion, or under any 
pretence^ annex to, or biend with a money bill^ 

■ 

d^iy matter, claufe, or thing, not immediately 
relacing to> and neceflary for the impofing, af- 
fefling, levying, or applying the taxes or fup- 
plies, to be raifed for the fupport of Govern- 
ment, or the current expences of the State r 
and to prevent altercation about fuch bills, it is 
declared, that no bill impofing duties or cuf- 
foms for the mere regulation of commerce, or 
ififlicting fines for the reformation of morals, or 
i . to 
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tQ ini^cc th« execution of die laws, by which 
2fi incidental revenue may arife, (hall b& ac-i 
counted a money bill 5 hiit every bill aflb0ing, 
levying, or applying taxes or fupplies for the 
fupport of Government, or the current expences 
of the State, or appropriating money in. the 
Treafiiry, ihall be deemed a money bilL 

XII. That the Houfe of Delegates may ptt-i 
ni(h, by imprifonment, any perfon who (hall 
be guilty of a contempt in their view,. by .any 
diforderly or riotous behaviour, or by threats 
to, or abufe of their Members, or by any 
obftruftion to their proceedings, ^hcy may alio 
punifli, by imprifonment, any perfon who fliaH 
be guilty of a breach of privilege, by arrefting 
on civil procefs, or by aflaulting any of their 
Members, during their fitting, or on their way 
to^ or return from the Houfe pf Delegates ; or 
. by any affault of, or obftruAion to their officers, 
in the execution of any order or procefs ; or by 
aifauUing or obftruding any witnefs, or any 
Other perfon, attending on, or on their way to, 
or from the Houfe ; or by refcuing any perfon 
committed by the Houfe ; and the Senate may 
^ercife the fame power, in fimilar cafes. 
XXII« That the - Treafurers (one for the 

weftern 
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wcftern and another for the eaftern (hore) and 
the Commiffioners of the Loan Office may be 
appointed by the Houfc of Delegates during 
their pleafure ; and in cafe of refufal, death, re- 
fignation, difqualification, or remoiral out of 
the State of any of the faid Conjmiffioncrs or 
Trcafurcrs, in the recefs of the General Afleni- 
bly, the Governor, with the advice of the 
Council^ may appoint and cpmmiflion a fit and 
proper perfon to fuch vacant offiqe, and to hold 
the fame until the meeting of the next General 
Affembly. 

XIV. That the Senate be chofen in the fol- 
lowing manner : All perfons, qualified a$ afore- 
faid to vote for county Delegates, fliall, on the 
firftday of September, 1781, and on the fame 
day in every fifth year forever thereafter, eledt 
viva voce, by a majority of votes, two peribns 
for their refpedive counties, qualified as afore- 
faid to be eledted county Delegates, to be elec- 
tors of the Senate ; and the Sheriff of each 
county, or, in cafe of ficknefs, his deputy 
(fummoning two Jufticcs of the county, who 
are required to attend for the prefcrvation of 
the peace), fhall hold and be Judge of the faid 

ejedtion, and make return thereof as aforefaid. 

« . - - 

And all perfons qualified as aforefaid to vote 

for 
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for Delegates for the city of Annapolis and 
Baltimore town, {hall on the fame firft Monday 
of September 1781, and on the fame day in 
every fifth year forever thereafter, eleft vivd 
voce, by a majority of votes, one perfon for the 
faid city and town refpedlively, qualified as 
aforefaid, to be ele£i:ed a Delegate for the faid 
city and town fefpedtively j the faid election to 
be held in the fame manner as the eleftion of 
Delegate for the faid city and town j the right 
to cled the faid eledtor with refped to Balti-^ 
more town to continue as long as the right to 
cleft Delegates for the faid town * 

XV. That the faid eledlors of the Senate 
meet at the city of Annapolis, or fuch otheif 
place as fhall be appointed for convening the 
legiflature, on the third Monday in September* 
178 1 i and on the fame day in every fifth year 
forever thereafter, and they, or any twenty- 
four of them fo met, fhall proceed to eledt, 
by ballot, either out of their own body or tha 
people at large, fifteen Senators (nine of whom 
to be refidents on the weftern, and fix to be 
refidents on the eaflern, fhore), meri of the 
mod wrifdom, experience and virtue, above 
twenty-five years of age, refident9 of the State 

S above 



2S% CONSTITUTION OF MARYLAND. 

above three whole years next preceding the 
eledion, and having real and perfonal property 
above the value of one thoufand pounds cuf« 

rent money. 

XVL That the Senators fball be ballottcd 
for at one and the fame time ; and out of the 
gentlemen rcfidcnts of the v^reftern fhore who 
fhall be propofed asSeijators, the nine who 
ihall, on ftriking the ballots, appear to have the 
greateft number in their favour, ihall be ac-* 
cordingly declared and returned duly elected ; 
and out of the gentlemen refidents of the 
eailern (hore who ihall be propofed as Sena- 
tors, the fix who fhall, on ftriking tlie ballots, 
appear to have the greatcil number in their fa- 
vour, (hall be accordingly declared and returned 
duly eleded : and if two or mpre,.on the lame 
ihore, {hall have an equal number of ballots 
in their favour, by which the choice (hall^not 
be determined on the firft ballot, then the elec- 
tors fhall again ballot before they feparate, in 
which they fhall be confined to theperfons 
who on the firfl ballot fhall have had an equal 
number ; and they who fhall have the greateft 
number in their favour on the fecond ballot, 
fliall be accordingly declared and returned duly 

' elected i 
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olcded i and if the ivhblc number ihould not 
thus be made up, bccaufe of an equal number 
on the fecond ballot flill being in favour of two 
or more perfons, then the eledion (hall be de- 
termined by lot, between thofe who have equal 
numbers ; which proceedings of the electors 
fhall be certified under their hands, and return- 
ed to the Chancellor for the time being. 

XVII- That the electors of Senators ihall 
judge of the qualifications and elections of 
Members of their body, and on a conteftcd 
election (hall admit to a feat, as an elector, fuch 
qualified perfon as ihall appear to them to have 
the greateft number of legal votes in his 
favour. 

XVIII. That the electors immediately on 
their meeting, and before they proceed to the 
election of Senators, take fuch oath of fupport 
and fidelity to this State, as this Convention or 
the Icgifiature (hall direct ; and alfb an oath> 
** to elect, without favour, aiFcction, partiality, 
or prejudice, fuch perfons for Senators as they# 
in their judgement and confcience, believe beft 
qualified for the office.'* 

XIX. That in cafe of refafil, death, refig- 
nation, difqualification, or removal out of this 

S a State. 
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jState, of finy Senator i or on his- becoming Go-* 
vcrnor, <?r a Member of the CoanciU tHc Se- 
nate fliall immediately thcrcupoiii or at their 
next meeting thereafter, elect by ballot, in the 
fame manner as the electors are above directed 
to chufe Senators, another perfbn in his place 
for the refidue of the faid term of five years. 

XX. That not Icfs than a majority of the 
Senate, with their Prefidcnt (to be chofen by 
them by ballot), (hall conftitute an Houfe for 

the tranfacting any bufinefs, other than that of 
adjourning. 

XXL That the Senate fhall judge of the 
elections and qualifications of Senators. 

XXII. That the Senate may originate any 
other except money bills, to which their af- 
fent or diflcnt only fhaH be given ; and may re- 
ceive any other bills from the Houfe of Dele- 
gates, and afient, difl!ent, or propofe amend- 
ments. 

XXIII. That the General Aflembly meet 
ainually, on the firft Monday of November, 
>ndif„cccffa.yofen«. 

XXIV. ' That each Houfe ihall appoint It» 

• ■ 

own ofiicers, and fettle its own rules of pro- 
ceeding. 

XXV. That 
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XXV. That ^ perfon of wifdotti, experience^ 
iind virtue, fhall be chofen Governor, on the 
fecond Monday of November feventeea hun- 
dred .and feventy-feve», and on the fecon(l 

^ « * « • * • • • 

Monday in every year forever thereafter^, by the 

■ •.•».- • ... 

joint ballot of both Houfc5, to be jtaken ia each 
Ho]«jfe j^efpeiftively, depofited in a confercnccr 
TQorp.j; the bo'3{Le3 to be; examined by a iokit 
Committee of. both Houfcs, and the numbers 

feyerally .reported, that, the appointment may 
be^ entered; .which mode of taking the joint 
ballot of .both Houies ihall be adopted in all 
cafes. But if twppr more ftiall have an pqual 
HtffQl^q^'. of ballots in their favour, by which 
^thp, choice ihall not be determil^etJ on the firi^ 
b^lot„;then a feeond ballot .fbali betakcnv 
w}yj;)a fhall be copfined to the pecfons. who oa 
the fifft ballot ft^all have had an eraual number ; 
ajffi' if thq ballots fkould again be ocjual betweet) 
-two or. more per£ans> trhen the elcftion of the 
Governor ihall be determined kv ,lot, jbctweca 
thofe wbo have /equal nwibers j; and if thf 
perfon ph.ofcn Governor fliall die, refign, re- 
Piove out of th^ Stale, , or refiife to act {fitting 
ti^^en^ral Affembly),thc Senate aad Houfc 
of Delegates fhall immediately thcrcAipon pro- 
ceed to a new choice in manner aforefaid, 

S 3 XXVI. That 
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XXVI. That the Senators and Delegates, 
on the fecond Ttiefday of November, 1 777, 
and annually on the fecond Tuefday of No- 
vember forever thereafter; eledl by joint ballot, 
in the fame manner as Senators are direfted to 
be chofen, five of** the moft fenfible, difcr^et, 
and experienced men, above ^ twenty-five years 
of age, rcfidehts in thC State above three years 
next preceding the ele<ftiDil,'and having there- 
in a freehold of lands and tenements above the 
value of one thoufand pounds currfent' money, 
to be the Council to the Governor 5'whofe'pro- 
ceedings (hall be always entered on record, to 
any part whereof any Member may enter his 
diffent 5 and their advice, if fo required by the 
Governor or any Member of the Coanfcil, fliatt 
be given in writing, and figned by the Mem- 
bers giving the fame refpeftively ; which ^ro* 
ceedings qf the Council /hall be laid before the 
Senate, er Houfe of Delegates, when called for 
by them, or either of them. The Council may 
appomt their own Clerk, who fliall take fuch 
oath of fupport and fidelity to this State as this 
Convention or the legiflaturfc (hall dlreCt, and 
of fecrecy, in fuch matters as he fhall be di- 
reded by the Board to keep fecret, 

XXVII, That 
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XXVIL That the Delegates to Congrcfs 
from this State fhall be cfaoiien annually » or 
fuperfeded in the mean time by the joint ballot 
of both Houfes of AfTembly, and that there be 
a rotation in fuch manner that at lead two of 
the number be annually changed; and no peribn 
Aiill be capable of being a Delegate to Con- 
grefs for more than three in any term of fix 
years ; and no perfon who holds any office of; 
profit in the gift of Congrefs fhall be eligible 
toiit in Congrefs, but if appb Jilted to any fuch 
office his feat fliill be thereby vacated. That 
no perfon, uiilefs above twenty-one years of 
age; and a refident in the State more than five 
years next preceding the cleSion, and having 
real and perfonal eflate in this State above the 
yalue of one thoufand pounds current money, 
fhall be eligible to fit in Congrefs. 

XXVIII, That the Senators and Delegates, 
immediately on tjieir annual meeting, and be- 
fore they proceed to any bufinefs, and every 
perfon hereafter eleded a Senator or Delegate, 
before he afts ias fuch, fhall take an oath of 
fupport and fidelity to. this State asaforefaid; 
and before the eledlibn of a Governor, or Mem- 
ber of the Council, fhall take an oath, *' to 

S 4 elect 
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^lect without favour, auction « partiality, or 

prejudice, fuc^i perfbn as Governor, or Mem- 
ber of the Council, as they in th/eirjudgftmcnt 
and confgience believe beft (jualified for tHc 

XXIX. That the Senate and Pelegate^ piay. 
adjourn tljeaifelv^ refpedively : but if tU? twa 
Houies (hould Ao^ agree on the fapj^ tipic, -but 
juijpurn tg different 4ays, tlKA (haH thfiG.QY^r- 
nor appoiot ^dr notify one of thpie day§ or ^o^w. 
d^Y bcf wee,o, a^^ thj? Affenibly (hjU thea meet 
Vl4 be l>cJ4 accordingly j and he ihall, if ne^ 
ceffary, by advice, cijF the CpunQi}, q9\l tbem 
before the time, to >yhich they fli„aU iq, apy 
maonef l^e adjourned, on giving not lefs, thaa 
ten days potice thereof; but thp Govcrnpr (haU 
not adjourn the Affcmbly Qtherwife than as, 
aforefaid, nor prorogue or difTolve it at any time, 

XXX. That no perfon, uplefs ^bove twenty- 
five years of age, a refiden't in this State, above, 
five years next preceding the e^eftion, and, hay- 
irig in the State real and perjforjal prpperty above 
the value of fiye tboufand pounds current n>q-^ 

ney» one ^ thoufand pounds whereof at Ipaft to 

►. ' . • . • 

be freehold eftatc^ fhall b§ ?lig^ble as Gkw 

XXXL That 
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XXXI. That the Governor {hall not con-i 

. tinucin that office longer than tl\ree y^ars (j^^'^ 

ceffively, nor be eligible a^ Governor until tho 

expiration gf four X^ars after^ be fl^l have be^ft 

put of that office. 

XXXIL That upon the deathi refignatiott* 
or removal out of this State of the Governor^ 
the firft named of the Council, for the tim^ 
being, (hall a£t as Governor^ and qualify in thfi 
fame manner ; and fhall immediately c^l 4 
meeting c^ the Geheral AUkaxhly, giving tioti 
l^is. than fourteen d^ys nptifie of the meetings 
at whic]^ ii\Q<tif>g a Governic fhall be appoint-^^ 
^d,. in xnaoiner aforefsid^ for the iiefidi^ of the; 
year. 

XXXIII. That the Governor, by and witht 
the advice andconfent of the Council, n^ay em- 
body the militia, and when embodied ihall 
alone have the direction thereof, and fhaU alfo 
have the direftion of all the regular land and ' 
fea forces under the laws of this State ; but he 
fliall not command in perfbn, unlefs advifcd 
thereto by the Council, and then only fo long' 
as they fliall approve thereof; and. may 'alone 
cxercife all other the executive powers of Go- 

v^ernmenjti where tjhe concurrence of the C.oun- 

• cil 
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« 

cU i$ not required^, according to the laws of 
this State ; and grant reprieves or pardons for 
any crirhe^ except in fuch cafes where the law 
ihall otherwife direft; and may, during the 
rccefs of the General Affembly, lay embargoes 
to prevent the departure of any (hipping, or the 
txportation of any commodities, for any time 
not exceeding thirty days in any one year, fum- 

• » 

moning the General A^flcmbly to meet within 
the time; of the continuance of fuch embargo ; 
and may alfo order and compel any veflel to ride 
quarantain, if fu£h vefiel, or the port from^ i 
wfaich ihe mayhMre come^ ^all, on ftrong { 
grounds, be fufpe^ted to be infeded with the I 
plague; but the Governor (hall not, on. any ^ 
pretence, exercifc any power or prerogative by b 
virtue of any law, ftatute, or cuftom, of En- | 
gland or Great* Britain, '^ 

XXXiy . That the Members of the Council, 
or any three or more of them, when convened, . 
(hall conflitutQ a Board for the tranfadting of • 
bufinefs, That.the Governor for the time^bciog ' 



ihall preiide in the Council, and be entitled to 
a vote on all queftions . in which the Council 

ihall be divided in opinion ; and in the abfcnce 

J • • • ' « • 

of the Governor, the firft named of the Council 

fhall preiide, and a^ fuch ihall alfo vote in all 

cafes 



Oo 

8ri 
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cafes where the other Members <iifagree in their 
opinion. 

•XXXV. That in cafe of refufal, death, re- 
fignationj difqualification, or removal out of th<^ 
Stktc, of any perfon chofen a Member of the 
Council, the Members thereof, immediately 
thereupon, or at their next meeting thereafter, 
/hallelcdtby ballot, another perfon qualified as 
afbxefaidi in ' his place, for the refiduc of the 
year. 

XXXVI. That the Council (hall have power 
to make the Great Seal of this State, which 
(hall be kept by the Chancellor for the' time 
being, and affixed to all laws, commiffibns', 
grants, and other public teftimonials, as ha^ 
bc^n heretofore praftifed in this State, 

XXXVII. That no Senator, Delegate of Ar. 

fembly, or Member of the Council, if he fhall 

.' ' ' • 

qualify as fuch, (hall hold or execute any office 

of profit, or receive the profits of any office 
cxcrcifed by any other perfon, during the time 
ft>r which he fhall be defied ; nor (hall any 
Qovernor be capable of holding any other of- 
fice of profit in this State, while he ads as 
fuch 1 and no perfon holding a place of profit, 
or rcccivini; any part of. the profits thercoft 

or 
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.or receiving the profits, or any part of the pro- 
fits, arifing on* any agency for the fupply of 
cloathingor provifiens for the urnay or navy, or 
.holding any office under the United States, or 
any of them, or a Minifter or Preacher of the 
Gofpcl of any denomination, or ahjf.pe^rfon em- 
ployed in the regular land feryice, or marine, gf 
•r « » ^ * • « 

this or the United States, fhall have a feat ia the 
General Aflcmbly, or the Cpuncil • of . thjs 
State. 

XXXVUL That every Governor, Senator* 
t)elcgate to CongrJfs or AfTembly^ and. Mem- 
ber of the Council, before he adts as (uch, fliall 

take an oath, " That he will not receive, di^ 

f - ' - • . . . . . 

reftly or indircdly^ at any time, any part of the 
profits of any offiqe held by any other perfon 
during his adiog in his office of Gavernor,:Se- 
flatpr. Delegate tp Congrefs or Aflembly, qr 
^^mber of the Council, or the profits, or any 
p^act of the profits, arifing on any agency for 
the fupply of cloathing or provifion§ for the 
army or, navy/' 

\ XxXiX. That if any Senator, Delegate to 
Con?refs or Affenibly, or Member of the Coiin- 
cil, (hall hold or execute any office of profit, or 
receive, dire<?llly or ihdireftly^ at any tinrei the 
prbfiti, or any(paf< or tHe profits, H" any office ' 
* excr- 
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excrcifed by: any other perfon, during his adting 
as Senator, Delegate to Congrefs or Ailembly* 
or Metriber of the Council, his feat, on convic- 
tion in a court of law, by the oath of two ere*- 

* 

diblc witnefles, fhall be void, and he fhall 
fufFer the punifliment for wilful and corrupt 
perjury, or be banifhed this State for ever, or 
difqualiiied for ever from holding any office or 
place of truft or profit, as the court may 
Judge. 

XL. That the Chancellor, all Judges, the 
Attorney-General, Clerks of the General Courtt 
the Clerks of the County Courts, the Regiiters * 
of the Land Office, and the Regifters of Wills, 
ihall hol^ their commiifions during good be- 
haviour, renaoveable only for mifbehaviour, oa 
convidion in a court of law. 

XLI. That there be a Regiftcr of Wills ap- 
pointed for each county, who ihall be connmif- 
(loned by the Governor, on the joint recom- 
mendation of the Senate and Houfe of Dele- 
gates ; and that upon the death, refignationt 
difqualification, or removal out of the county^ 
by any Rcgifter of Wills, in therecefs of the 
General Aflembly, the Governor, with the ad<- 
vice of the Council, may appoint and commiA 
fion a fit and proper perfon to fuch vacant office, 

to 
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to hold the fame until the meeting of the Ge* 
ficral Aflembly* 

XLIL That ShcrifFs fliall be eleftcd in each 
county, by ballot, every third year, that is to 
lay, two perfons for the office of Sherifffor each 
county, the one of whom having the majority 
of votes, or if both have an equal number, ci- 
ther of them, at the difcretion of the Governor, 
to be commiflioned by the Governor for the 
faid office, and having fervcd for three years> 
fuch perfon (hall be ineligible for the four y^ars 
next fucceeding, bond with fecurity to be taken 
every year as ufual, and no Sheriff fhall be qua- 
lified to act before the fame is given. In cafe of 
death, refufal, refignation, difqualification, or re^ 
moval out of the county, before the expiration of 
the three years, the other perfon, chofen as afore- 
laid,* (hall be commiffioned by the Governor to 
execute the faid office for the refidue of the faid 
three years, the faid perfon giving bond with fccu- 
fity as aforefaid ; and in cafe of his death, refufal, 
refignation, difqualification, or removal out of 
the county, before the expiration of the faid 

» 

three years, the Governor, with the advice of 
the Council, may nominate and commiifion a 

■ 

fit and proper perfon to execute the faid office 

for 
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* 

Ibr the refidue of the faid three years, the (aid 
pcrfon giving bond and fccurity as aforcfaid. 
The eledion fhall be held at the fame tinac and 
place appointed for the cledion of Delegates % 
and the Jufticcs there fummoned to attend for 
the prefervation of the peace, fhall be Judges 
thereof, and of the qualification of candidates, 
who (hall appoint a clerk to take the ballots^ 
All freemen above the age of twenty-one years, 
having a freehold of fifty acres of land in tha 
county in v^hich they oiFer to ballot, and refid^ 
ing therein; and all freemen, above the age of 
twenty-one years, and having property in the 
State above the value of thirty pounds current 
money, and having refided in the county in 
which they offer to ballot, one whole year next 
preceding the election, fhall have a right of 
fuffrage ; no perfon to be eligible to the office 
of SherijGF for a county, but an inhabitant of 
the faid county abovfe the age of twenty-one 
years, and having real and perfonal property in 
the State above the value of one thoufand 
pounds current money. The Juftices aforcfaid 
fhall examine the ballots, and thetwocandidates 
properly qualified, having in each county the 
majority of legal ballots, fhall be^leclared duly 
elefted for the office of Sheriff for fuch county, 

and 
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tnd returned to the Governor ahd Council, with 
tt certificate of the number bf ballots for each 
of them. 

XLIIL That every pcrfon who {hall offer 
to vote for Delegates, or for the election of the 
Senate, or for the Sheriff, fhall (if required by 
any three perfons qualified to vote), before he 
be admitted to poll, take fuch oath or affirma<« 
tion of fupport and fidelity to this State, as 
this Convention or the legiflature fhall direft. 

XLIV. That a Juftice of the Peace may be 
eligible as a Senator, Delegate, or Member of 
the Council, and may continue to ad as a Juf- 
tice of the Peace. 

XLV. That no Field-officer of the militia 
be eligible as a Senator, Delegate, or Member 
of the Council. 

XLVI. That all civil officers hereafter to be 
appointed for the feveral counties of this StatCi 

fhall have been refidents of the county refpec- 

tively, for which they fhall be appointed, fix 
months next before their appointment, and fhall 
continue refidents of their county refpeftively^ 
during their continuance in office. 

XL VII. Thatthe Judges of the GeneralCourt, 
and Juflices of the county courts, may appoint 

the 
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the clerks of their refpeSivc courts, and in cafe 

of refnfal, death, rcfignation, difqualification, 

» 

or removal out of the county of any of the faid 
county clerks in the vacation of the county 
court of which he is clerk, the Governor with 
the advice of the Council may appx)int and 
commiflion a fit and proper perfon to fuch 
vacant office refpedtively, to hold the fame 
until the meeting of the next General Court, 
or county court, as the cafe may be. 

XL VIII. That the Governor for the time 
being, with the advice and cohfent of the 
Council, may appoint the Chancellor, and all 
Judges and Juftices, the Attorney-general, 
naval officers, officers in the regular land and 
fca fervice, officers of the militia, regifters of 
the land office, furveyors, and all other civil 
officers of government (afleffors, conftables, 
and overfcers of the roads only excepted), and 
ipay alfo fufpend or remove any civil officer 
whojh^s not a commiffion during good behavi- 
our ; and may fufpend any militia officer fo^ 
one month ; and may alfo fufpend or rempy^ 
any regular officer in the land or fea fervice ; 
ai)d the Governor may remove or fufpend any 
militia officer in purfuance of the judgment of 

a Court-martial, 

> T XLIX. 
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• XLIX. That all civil officers of the appoint- 
ment of the Governor and Cpuncil, who do 
not hold commifiions during good behaviour, 
fhall be^ appointed ^nnu^lly in the thini week 
of November ; but if any of them fliall be re* 
appointed, they may continue to a<S without 
any new coramiflion or qualification 5 and every 
officer, though not rc-appointedi fliaU conti- 
nue to a£t until the petjfon who fh^U be ap- 
pointed and commiiQiOned in hi$ flead ^al\ b^ 
qualified. 

L. That the Governor, every Member of 
the Council, and every Judge and Jufl^ce, be^ 
fore they 2i&, as fuch, fliall refpectjvejy take an. 
oath, '< That he will not, through fnvoiir^ 
afFection, or partlaHty, vote for any pericoi to 
office, and that he will vote for fuch perfcMi aa 
in his judgment and confcience he believes moft 
fit and befl qualified for the office; and that 
he has not made, nor will make, any promife 
or engagement to give his vote or intcrcfb in 
favour of any perfon." 

' LI, Xhat there be two Rcgiflers of the land 
office, ori^ ijpon the weftern and one upon the 
caflern fhore ; that fliort extract^ of the grant, 
and certificates of the land on the weflern and 

eailern 
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oajlera .ihores refpectively be made in feparate 

'lK)okis» fit the public expence^ and .depofited in 

the offices of the faid Rcgiftcrs in fuch manner 

as fhall hereafter be provided by tl;ie Genera^ 

Aiiembly. 

LIL ThU tvctf Chancellor^ Judge, Regi- 

fter qf Wills, Coramiflioner of the Loan Office, 
A^tt9n>ey-gejKra3, Sheriff, Treafurer, Naval 
OiSfioer, Regjlfter of the Land-office, Jlegifler gf 
the Ch?uapery Cp^rt, and eyery Cler^ of thd 
Common Law Courts, Surveyor, and Audi- 
tor of the Public Accounts, htfort he a6i:s 
as fuch, fhall take an oath^ ^'that he wi^ll 
not dire(^tly pr indiredtly receive any fee ^r 
reward for doloe his pffi^ce of 
but what is.or (hall be allowed by law; ]OPt 
will dirp^ly or indirecflly receive the profits ot 
atiy part of the profits of any office held by ^riy 
other perfon, and that he does not hold the 
fame office in truft or for the bene^t gf any 
other perfon." 

LIIL That if any Governor, Chancellor^ 

Judge, Regiftcr of Wills, Attor»ey.general, Re- 
gifter of the Land- office, Regifter of the Chan- 
cery Court, or any Clerk of the Common Law 
Courts, Treafurer, Naval Officer, Sheriff, Sur- 
Tcybr or Auditor of Public Accounts, (hall re- 

T z ceivc 
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ceive diredHyor indireaiy, at aiiytitoe, the profits 
or any part of the profits of any office held by 
any other pcrfon during his adiiig b the office to 
which )ie is appointed, his clcdlion, appoint- 
ment, and commiffion, on con virion in a Court 
of Law, by oath of two credible witnelTes-, fhall 
be void, and he fhall fuffer the punishment' fct- 
wilful and corrupt perjury, ' or be baniffied this 
State for ever, or difqualified for 6vtt from 
holding any office or place of truft or profit, as 
the Court may adj udge. 
• LIV. That if any perfon fhall give any bribe, 
prefent, or reward, or any promife, or any fe- 
ctrity for the payment or delivery of any 
money, or any other thing, to obtain or procure 
a vote to be Governor, Senator, Delegate to 
Congrefs or AfTembly, Member of the Council, 
or Judge, or to be appointed to any of the faid 
offices, or to any office of profit or trufl, now 
created or hereafter to be created in this State • 
the perfon giving, and the perfon receiving the 
fame> on convidion in a Court of Law, fliall be 
for evei- difqualified to hold any office of trufi 
or profit in this State. 

LV. That every perfon appointed to any. 
office of profit or truft fliall, before he enters 



on 
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on the execution thereof, take the following 
oath, to wit, ** I, A. B. do fwcar. That I do 
not hold myfelf bound in allegiance to the King 
of Great Britain, and that I will be faithful, and 
bear true allegiance to the State of Maryland," 
and fhall alfo fubfcribe a declaration of his be* 
lief in the Chriftian religion. 

LVI. That there be a Court of Appeals, 
compofed of perfons of integrity and found 
judgement in the law, whofe judgment fliall 
be final and conclufive in all cafes of appeal 
^rpm the General Court, Court of Chancery, 
and Court of Admiralty : That one perfon of 
integrity and found judgement in the law be 
appointed Chancellor : That three perfons of 
integrity and found judgement in the law be 
appointed Judges of the Court now called the 
Provincial Court 5 and that the fame Court be 
hereafter called and known by the name of The 
General Court ; which Court flialJ fit on 
the weftern and caftern (hores for tranfa<fting 
and determining the bufinefs of the refpeftive 
ftiores, at fuch times and places as the future 
jegiflature of this State fhall diredt and appoint. 

LVII. That the ftile of all laws run thus. 
Be it enaSled^ by the General AJfembly of Mary- 
land: That all public commifiions and grants 

T 3 run 



278 CONSTITUTION OF MARYLAND. 

ran thus^ Tie State cf Maryland, &c. and (hall 
be figfted by the Governbr, and Mtefted by the 
Chancellor^ with the $^al of the State HADtxed* 
exce|>t . military commiflionsi whith fl>all dot 
be attefted by the Chancellor^ or hate the Seal of 
the State annexed : That ftll writs (hall rbft i& 
the fame flile^ and be tefled, fealed and iign^ 
ed asufual : That all indictments fh^ll conclude, 
Againji the Peace, Government, and Dignity of 
the State. 

LVIII. That all penalties and forfeitures^ 
heretofore going to the King or Proprietary, 
ihall go to the State, fave only fn^ch as the 
General AiTembly may aholifh or otherwife 
provide for* 

LIX. That this ¥*orm of Government, arid 
the Declaration of Rights, and no part thereof, 
fhall t)c altered, changed, or abolifhed, unlefs 
a bill fo to alter, change, of kbblifh the fafiSe, 
fhall pafs the Geftdral Aflbmbly, arid be pub- 
lifhcd at lead three months before a new elec- 
tion, and (iiall be corifirmed by the General 
Affembly after a new ekaldtt of Delegates, in 
the firft feffion after fuch new felfeaioh t Pro- 
vided, that nothilig in this Form of Govern* 
ment which relates to the eaftcrn flioJre parti- 
cularly, fhall at any time hereafter be altered* 

unlcft 
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unlefs for the alteration and confirmation there^ 
of at lead two- thirds of all the Members of 
each branch of the General Aflcthbly fliall 
concur. 

LX. That every bill pafled by . the General 
Aflemblyf when engroflcd, (hall be prefentcd 
by the Speaker of the Houft of Delegate*^ in 
the Senate, to the Governor for the time be- 
ing, who (hall iign the fame^ and thereto 
affix the Great Seal, in the prefcnce of the 
Members of both Houfes. Every law fhall be 
recorded in the General Court-Office of the 
wellern fhore, and in due time printed^ pub- 
lished, and certified under the Great Seal, to 
the feveral county courts, in the fame manner 
as hath been heretofore ufed in this State. 

This Form of Government was aflented to, 
and paffed in Convention of the Delegates of 
the Freemen of Maryland, begun and held at 
the city of Annapolis, the 14th of Auguft, 
A* P. J 776. 

By order of the Convention^ 

M. TIJLGHMAN, President. 
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THE 

CONSTITUTION, 

OR 

FORM OF GOVERNMENT, 

AGREED TO AND RESOLVED UPON BY THE DELE- 
GATES AND REPRESENTATIVES OF THE SEVE- 
RAL COUNTIES AND CORPORATIONS OF VIR^ 
GINIA, IN A GENERAL CONVENTION HELD AT 
WILLIAMSBURGH, ON THE SIXTH OF MAY, AND 
CONTINUED BY ADJOURNMENTS TO THE FIFTH 
OF JULY, I776, 

WE, the Delegates and Reprefentatives of 
the good people of Virginia, do declare 
the future Form of Government of Virginia 
to be as followeth : 

The legiflative, executive, and judiciary de- 
partments fhall be feparate and diftindt, fo that 
neither exercife the powers properly belonging 
to the other ; nor fhall any perfon exercife the 
powers of mgre than one of them at the fame 
time, except that the Juftices of the county 
courts fhall be eligible to either Houfe of 

AfTembly* 

The 



* 
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The legiflative {hall be formed of two diftindl 
branches, who, together, fhall be a complete 
legiflature. They fhall meet once, or oftener, 
every year, and fhall be called. The Generai. 
Assembly of Virgin r a. One of thefe fhall 
be called. The House of Delegates, and 
confifl of two Reprefentatives to be chofen for 
each county, and for the diflridt of Wefl- 
Augufta, annually, of fuch men as aduallj 
refide in and are freeholders of the fame, or 
duly qualified according to law ; and alfo of one 
Delegate or Reprefentative to be chofen annu* 
ally for the city of WiUiamfburgh, and one 
for the borough of Norfolk, and a Reprefenta- 
tive for each of fuch other cities and boroughs 
as may hereafter be allowed particular repre- 
fentation by the legiflature ; but when any city 
or borough fhall fo decreafe, as that the num- 
ber of perfons having right of fuffrage therein 
(hall have been for the fpace of feven years fuc- 
ceflively Icfs than half the number of voters 
in fome one county in Virginia, fuch city or 
borough thenceforward fhall ceafe to fend a 
Delegate or Reprefentative to the Aflembly. 

The other fhall be called. The Senate, and 
confifl of twenty-four Members, of whom 
thirteen fhall conftitute a Houfe to proceed on 

bufinefs. 
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bufinefs, for whofe eledlion the different coun- 
ties (hall be divided into twenty-four diftrids, 
and each county of the refpeftive diftrict, at the 
time of the eledion of its Delegates, fliall v6te 
for one Senator, who is actually a^refident ^d 
freeholder within the diftrict, or duly qualified 
according to law, and Is upwards of twenty -five 
years of age; and the Sheriffs of each court ty, 
within five days at fartheft after the laft county 
election in the diftrict, fhall meet at fome con- 
venient place, and from the poll fo taken in 
their refpective counties, return as a Senator the 
man who fliall have the greateft number of 
votes in the whole diftrict. To keep up this 
Affcmbly by rotation, the diftricts fhall be 
equally divided into four claffes, and numbered 
by lot. ' At the end of one year after the ge- 
neral election, the fix Members elected by the 
firft divifion fhall be difplaced, and the Vacan- 
cies thereby occafioned fupplied from fuch clafs 
or divifion, by new election* in the dianner 
jiforefaid. This rotation fliall be applied to 
each divifion according to its number, and con- 
tinued in due order annually. 

The right of fuffrage in the election of 
Members for both Houfes fhall remain as ex- 
crcifed at prefent, arid each Houfe fhall chufe 
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its own Speaker, appoint it6 own officers^ (ettle 
its own rules of proGceding^ and direct writs 6f 
election; for the fupplying intermediate vacafl-^ 
cies. 

All laws (hall originate in the Houfe of Dd- 
legates^ to be approved of or rejected by the 
Senate, or to h6 amended with confent of the 
Hou(e ot Delegates ; except money-bills, which 
in no inftance fhall be altered by the Senate, 
but wholly approved or rejected. 

A Governor^ or Chief Magiftrate, (hall be 
chaffed annually, by joint ballot of both Houfes, 
to be taken in each Houfe refpedively , depo- 
fited ill the conference-room, the boxes examin- 
*d jointly hf a Committee of each Houfe, and 
the numbers fevctally reported to them, thit 
the appointments may be entered (which fhall 
be the mode of taking the joint ballot of both 
Houfes in all cafes), who (hall not coftfinueift 
that office longer than three years fuccelJively, 
nor be eligible until the expiration of four years 
after he (hall have been out of that office. An 
adequate, but moderate falary (hall be fettled 
6ii him during his continuance in office 5 and 
he {hall, with the advice of a Council of State, 
exercife the executive powers of government, 
according to the laws of this Commonwealth ; 

and 
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and fhall not, under any pretence, cxerciife any 

power or prerogative by virtue of any law, fta- 

..tute, or cuftom of England : but he (hall, with 

the advice of the Council of State, have the 

^ power of granting reprieves or pardons, except 

' where the profccution fhall have been carried cm 

by the Houfe of Delegates, or the law fljall 

otherwife particularly dired; in which cafes 

no reprieve or pardon (hall be granted, but by 

refolve of the Houfe of Delegates. 

Either Houfe of the General Aflembly may 
adjourn themfelves refpeftively. The Governor 
ihall not prorogue or adjourn the Aflembly 
during their fitting, nor diflblve them at any 
time ; but he ihall, if neceflary, cither by ad- 
vice of the Council of State, or op application of 
a majority of the Houfe of Delegates, call them 
before the time to which they fhall ftand pro* 
TOgued or adjourned, 

A Privy-Council, or Council of State, con- 
lifting of eight Members, ihall be chofen by 
joint ballot of both Houfes of AiTembly, either 
from their own Members or the people at large, 
to aifift in the adminiftration of government. 
They ihall annually chufe, out of their own 
Members, a Prefident, w,ho, in cafe of death, 
inability, or abfence of the Governor from the 

govern- 
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government, fhall aft as Lieutenant-Governor. 
Four Members Ihall be fufficient to aft, and 
their advice and proceedings fliall be entcfcdl 
on record, and figncd by the Members prefcnt 
(to any part vi^hereof any Member iliay enter 
his diilent), to be laid before the General Af- 
^qibly, wbenr called for by them, ThisCoari- 
jcil may appoint their own Clerk, who fliajl 
have a falary fettled by law> and take an: oath 
of fecrecy in fuch matters as Jie ftiall be dircft- 
ed by the poard to conceal. A fum ofm^ney 
appropriated to that purpofe,. fhall be divided 
annually among the Members, in proportion to 
their attendance ; and they (hall be incapabje, 
during their continuance in office, of fittingii\ 
either Houfe of AlTembly. Two Members 
fhall be removed by joint ballot of both Houfes 
of AfTembly, at the end of every three years, 
arid be ineligible for the three next years. 
Thefe vacancies, as well as thofe occafioncd by 
death or incapacity, fhall be fupplicd by new 
cleftions in the fame manner. ■" 

" The Delegates for Virginia to the Cpntlnen:^ 
tal Congrefs fhall be chofen annually, or fupcr- 
feded in the mean time by joinl ballot of both 
Houfes of Affembly. 

The prefent militia officers fhall be conti* 

nued^ 
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nue4» wd vacancies fupplkd b/ tppointmcxn 
f]f the Governor^ witli the advice of the Privy- 
Council^ on recommendations from the re-* 
ipective county eourts ; but the Governor and 
Council fliall hwc . a ppwer gf fiifpe^jdrng any 
officer, and ordering a court-martial on co»- 
plaint of mifhehavionr or inability^ or to fupply 
vacancies of officers happening, whj^n in aotual 
iervice. 

The Governor may embody the rhiluia, with 
the advice of the Privy-Council ; and, when 
embodied, (hall alone have the direction of the 
militia under the laws of the country. 

The two Houfes of AfTembly ftiall, by joint 
ballot, appoint Judges of the Supreme Court 
of Appeals, and General Court, Judges in 

Chancery, Judges of Admiralty, Secretary, and 

» 

the Attorney-general, to be conujiiilioned by 
thye Governor, and continue in office during 
good behaviour. I^ cafe of death, incapacitj, 
or refignation, the Governor, with the advice of 
the Privy-Council, fhall appoint perfons to 
fucceed in office, to be apprpved or difpl^ced 
by both Houfes. Thefe officers fliall have fix^ 
cd and adequate falaries, and^ together with all 
others holding lucrative offices, aad all Mini- 

flers 
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fters of the Gofpcl of every denomination, be 
incapable of being clcfted Members of cither 
Houfe of Affembly, or the Privy-CounciU 

The Governor, with the advice of the Privy- 
Counciiy fliail appoint J ufticcs of the Peace for the 
counties 5 and in cafe of vacancies, or a ncceffi- 
ty of incrcafing the number hercafifer, fuch ap^ 
pOintments to be made upon the recommenda- 
tion of the rcfpeftive county courts. The pre^ 
fent ading Secretary in Virginia, and Clerks of 
zU the county courts, (hall continue in office. 
In cafe of vacancies, either by death, incapa- 
city, or refignation, a Secretary fhall be ap- 
pointed, as before direfted, and the Clerks by 
the refpedive courts. The prefent and future 
Clerks ftiall hold their offices during good be-^ 
haviqur, to be judged of and determined in the 
General Court. The Sheriffs and Coroners 
(hall be nominated by the refpeftiye courts, ap- 
proved by the Governor, with the advice of the 
Privy-Council, and commiffioned by the Go- 
vernor. The Juftices fhall appoint conftables . 
and all fees of the aforefaid officers be regulated 
by law. ♦ 

The Governor, when he is out of office, and 
Qthers pffeiKiing againft the. State, cither by 

mal- 
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ttial-adminiftration, corruption, or other meansi^ 
by which the fafety of the State may be endan- 
gered, (hall be impeachable by the Houfe of 
Delegates ; fuch impeachment to be profc- 
cuted by the Attorney-general,* or fach other 
perfon or perfons as the Houfe may appoint, in 
the General Court, according to the laws of 
the land. If found guilty, he or they (hall be 
cither for ever difabled to hold any office under 
Government, or be removed from fuch office 
fro tempore^ or fubjefted to fuch pains or pe* 
fialties as the law fhall direft. 

If all or, any of the Judges of the General 
Court (hould (on good grounds to be judged of 
by the Houfe of Delegates) be accufed of any 
of the crimes or offences abovementioned, fuch 
'Houfe of Delegates may in like manner im- 
^ peach the Judge or Judges fo accufed, to be 
profecuted in the Court of Appeals ; and he or 
thej, if found guilty, fhall be punifhed in the 
fame manner as prefcribed in the preceding 
claufe. 

Commiflions and grants fliall run. In the 
name of the CofKmonwealth of Virginia ^ and bear 
tefl by the Governor, with the Seal of the Com- 
monwealth annexed^ * Writs fliall run in the 

fame 
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i&me manner^ and hear tefl: by the decks of the 

ieveral courts. .. Indidtments^ iha}l eoncludest 

» 

Againjh the peace and dignity of tbg ComrnQft" 

wealth., 

>• * ■ • 

• A .TffaTvispF Ml .!?e ?^ppointed annually, by. 
JQinJ^ MUot pf l)fdtlv Houfes. 

AlVi?f<?h!?at§;? pendties, and fqrfeituFes, hcrcr 
tofwe g9ing to th? Kjiog, fliall go to the Com- 
monweahhy {fyp oply . fuch as the- Icgillaturf 
may abolifh, or othcrwife provide for. 

The territories contained within the charters 
eredting the colonies of Maryland, Pennfylva- 
nia. North and South-Carolina, are hereby 
ceded, releafed, and forever confirmed to the 
people of thefe Colonies refpedtively, veith all 
the rights of proper ty,jurifdidion, and govern- 
ment, and all other rights whatfoever, which 
j»i^t-at anytime heretofore have been claimed 
by Virginia, except the free navigation and ufeof 
the rivers Potomaque and Pokomoke, with the 
property of the Virginia fhores and ftrands bor- 
dering on either of the faid rivers, and all im- 
provements which have been or fhall be made 
thereon* The weftern and northern extent of 
Virginia fliall in all other refpe(3:s ftand as fixed 
by the charter of King James !• in the year 

U one 
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one thoufand fix hundred and nine, and by the 
public treaty of peace between the^Cburts o£ 
Britain and Frajice, in ^ tiie. year one thoufand 
fcven hundred and fixty-thrce ; unlefs, by ad 
of this legiflature, one or more governnnents be 
eftablifhed weftward of the Allegheny mbun^ 
tains. And no purchafes of lands fhall be made 
of the Indian natives but on behalf of the pub- 
lic, by authority of the General Affemfcly. 
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THE 

C O N S T I vT U T I O N, 

OR 

FORM OF GOVERNMENT, 

AGREED TO AND RESOLVED UPON BY THE RE- 
PJIESENTATIVES OF THE FRE^gMEN OF THE 
STATE OF NORTH-CAROLINA, ELECTED AND 
CHOSEN FOR THAT PARTICULAR PURPOSE, IN 
CONGRESS ASSEMBLED, AT HALIFAX, D£C: i8, 
1776, ^ 
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A 

DECLARATION of RIGHTS, &c. 

L ' I 'HAT all political power is vcftcd in 
A and derived from the people only. 
11. That tHe people of this State ought to 
have the fole and exclufivc right df regulatings 
the internal government and police thereof* 

' III. That no man, or fet of men are enti- 
tled to exclufive or feparate emoluments orprir 
vilege^ from the community, but in confidcra- 
tion of public fervices. 

U 2 IV. That 



/ 
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IV. That the legiflativc, executive, and iu- 
preme judicial powers of government ought to 
be for ever feparatc and diftind from each 
other. 

V. That all pov/ers of fuipendlng laws, or 
the execution of laws, by any authority, with- 
out confent of the Reprefentativcs of the peo- 
ple, is injurious to their rights, and ought not 
to be exercifed. 

VI. That eledions of Members to ferve ^ 
Reprefentativcs in General AiTetnbly ought to 
be free. 

VJL That in all criminal proiec^ans every 
man has a right to be informed of the ac- 
cufation againfl him, and to confront the ac- 
cufers and witnefles with other teflimony, and 

ihall not be compelled to give ^evidence a- 
gainfl himfelf. 

VIXL That no freeman fliall be put to an- 
^er any criminal charge bot by indictment, 
|irefentment, or impeachment* 

IX. That iio fteeman Ihall be convii^ of 
-any crime, but by the unanimous verdid of a 
Jury of gpo4 ^nd lawful nien,^ in open court 
.as heretofore ttfed, 

X. Tbit 



CONSTITUTION OF NORTH-CAROLINA. 293 

X. That exceffive bail {hall not be re- 
quired^ nor exteflive fines impofed» nor cru^ 
or unufual punifhmcnts inflidcd. 

XI. That general warrants, whereby an offi- 
cer or meffenger may be commanded to fearch 
fufpedted places without evidence of the fzGt 
committed, or to feize any perfon or peribos 
not named whofe offences are not particularly 
defcribed and fupported by evidence, are dan- 
gerous to liberty, and ought not to be granted. 

XII. That no freeman ought to be taken* 
imprifoned, or diileized of his freehold, liberties 
or privileges, or outlawed or exiled; or in any 
manner deftroyed or deprived of his life, li« 
bcrty, or property, but by the law of the 
land. 

XIII. That every freeman reflrained of his 
liberty, is intitled to a remedy, to enquire 
into the lawfulnefs thereof, and to remove the 

fame if unlawful, and that fuch remedy ought 
not to be denied or delayed^ 

XIV. That in all controverfies at law re-- 

fpedling property, the ancient mode of trial 

by jurjr is one of the beft fecurities of the 

rights of the people, and ought to remain 

facred and inviolable. 

U3 XV. That 
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XV. That the frtedom of the piefs is one of 
the great bulwarks of liberty, and therefore 
QUght never to be reftrained. 

XVL That the people of this State ought 
not to be taxed, or made fubjedt to the pay- 
ment of any impoft or duty, without the con- 
fcnt of themfelves, or their Reprefentatives in 
General Affembly freely given. 

XVII. That the people have a right to bear 
•arms for the defence of the State ; and as 
Handing armies in time of peace are dangerous 
to liberty, they ought not to be kept up; 
and that the military fhould be kept under 
'ftridl fubordination to, and governed by the 
civil power. 

XVIIL That the people have a right to 
aflemble together, to confult for their com- 
mon good, to inftruct their Reprefentatives, 
and to apply to the legiflature for redrefs of 
grievances. 

XIX. That all men have a natural and «n- 
alienable right to worfhip Almighty God ac- 
cording to the dictates of their own con- 
fcience. 

XX. That, for redrefs of grievances, and for 

amending and ftrengthening the laws, elections 

* ought tcvbe often held. 

XXI, 
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XXL That a frequent recurrence to funda- 
TOCBtal principles is. abfelutely n4c?flary f o prc- 
fervc the bleffings of liberty^ 

XXII. That np.hercditary cmolutneats, pri- 
vileges, or honours, ought to be granted or 
conferred in this State, 

XXIII. That perpetuities aiid monopolies 
are contrary to the genius of a free ftate, and 
ought not to be allowed. 

XXIV/ That retrofpectlve laws, puniihing 

, . . . , » . 

facts committed before the exiftence of fuch' 

* * • • • 

laws, and by theni only declared criminal, are 

opprcffivc, unjuft, and incompatible; with li- 

» • ' • • 

berty, wherefore no ex pojifa^o law ought tg 
be made. 

XXV. The property of the foilin a free go-^ 
vernment being one of the effential rights of 
the collective body of the people, it is neceflary, 
in order to ayoid future difputes, that the 
limits of the State fhould be afccrtained with 
precifion ; and as the former temporary lifte he-i 
tween North and South Carolina waa confirm- 
cd and extended by Coqinaiffioners, appointed 
by the legiflatures qf the two States, agreeable 
to the order of the late King George II. ia 
Council, that line^ and that only,' fhould be 
^ ^' U 4 . cftcemed 
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cftccmcd the fouthcrn toiandary of this State % 
thjitis to. fay, beginning on the fea fide at a 
Cfdar Stake, at or near -the Itoouth of Little 
River (being the foiithern extremity of Brunf- 
v^ic coun^), and running from thence a north- 
weft courfe through the Boundary Houfe, 
which ftands m thirty ^three degrees fifty-fi; 
ipiputes, to thirty-iive degrees north latitude^ 
and from thence a weft courfe^ fb far as is men<^ 
tiQoed in the charter of King Charles II. to 
the late Proprietors of Carolina. Therefore all 
the territory, feas, waters, and harbours, with 
their appurtenances, lying between the lino 
above dcfcribed, and the fouthern line of the 
State df Virginia, which begins on the fc4 
ihore, in thirty- fix: degrees thirty minutes 
north latitude, and from thfcncfe runs weft, a-^ 
greeable to the faid charter of King Charles, 
aire the right and property of the peojple of thiis 
State, tcT be held by them in fovftreignty ; any 
partial line, without the consent of the lcgi(Ia-» 

* 

ture of this State, at any timt thereafter direc* 
fed or laid out in any wife not'withftanding< 

Provided al way s,Th^t this Declaration of Rights 

* 

fliall not pirejudicc any fiction or nations of In* 
diaiis frtfn^ enjoying fuch hunting grounds as 

nK»7 



if ,• 
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may have been, or hereafter fliall be fecured to 
them by any former or future legiflature of 
this State. And provided alfo. That it fball 
not be conflrued fo as to prevent the eftablifh- 
ment of one or more governments weftward of 
this StatCi by confent of the legiflature. And 
provided farther^ That nothing herein con- 
tained ihall affeA the titles or poiTeflions of in^ 
dividuals, holding or claiming under the laws 

heretofore in force, or grants heretofore made 

> _ 

by the late King George IL or his predecefTors^ 
pr the late Lc^rds Proprietors, or any of them. 



T Hk 
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THE 

CONSTITUTION, 

OR 

FORM or GOVERNMENT, &c, 

WHEREAS allegiance and proteftion arc 
in their nature reciprocal, and the one 
ihould of right be rcfufed when the other is 
withdrawn ; and whereas Georg6 the Third, 
King of Great Britain, and late Sovereign of 
the Britifh Annierican Colonics, hath not only 
withdrawn from them his protedion, but by 
an A6t of the Britifli Legiflature declared the 
inhabitants of thefe States out of the protec- 
tion of the Britifli Crown, and all their pro- 
perty found upon the high feas liable to be 
feized and confilcated to the ufes mentioned in 
the faid Adl 5 and the faid George the Third 
has alfo fent fleets and armies to profecute a 
cruel war againfl them, for the purpofe of re- 
ducing the inhabitants of the faid Colonies to 
a ftate of abjeft flavery ; in confequence where- 
of, all government under the faid King within 
the faid Colonies hath ceafed, and a total difTo- 
lution of government in many of them bath 

taken 
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taken place: And whereas the Continental 
Congrefs, having confxdered the prcmifes, and 
other previous violations of ^ the rights of the 
good people of America, have therefore declar- 
ed, that the thirteen United Colonies are of 
right wholly abfolved from all allegiance to the 
Britifh Crown, or any other foreign jurifdidion 
whatfoever ; and that the faid Colonies now 
are, and for ever ftiall be, free, and independent 
States : Wherefore, in our prefent ftate, in 
.brdcr to prevent anarchy and confufion, it be* 
comes neceflary that government fliould be 
eftabliihed in this State: Therefore we, the 
Reprefentatives of the freemen of North-Caro- 
lina, chofen and aflemblcd in Congrefs, for the 
exprefs purpofe of framing a ConAitution, un- 
der the authority of the people, moft condu- 
cive to th^ir happinefs and profperity, do de- 
clare, that a government for this State ihall be 
cftablifhed in manner and form following,, to 
wit : 

I. That the legiflative authority (hall be 
vefted in two diftindl branches, both dependent 
on the people, to wit, a Senate, and House 
OF Commons. 

II. That the Senate fliall be compofed of 
Reprefentatives annually chofen by ballot, one 
for each county in the State. 

III. That 
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III. That the Houfe of Commons fhall be 
compofed of Representatives annually chofen 
by ballot, two for each county, and one for 
each of the town$ of Edentown, Newbern, 
Wilmington, Salifbury, Hill{borottgh» and 
Hallifax. V 

IV. That the Senate and Houfe of Com-* 
"mons, affcmblcd for the purpofe of Icgiflation, 
fhali be denominatedt Ths General As- 
sembly. 

V. That each Member of the Senate ihall 
have ufually refided in the county in which he 
is chofen, for one year immediately preceding 
his eledion, and for the fame time diall have 
poffefied, and continue to poflefs, in the county 
which he reprefents» not kfs than three hun« 
dred acres of land in fee. 

VI. That each Member of the Houfe of 
Commons (hall have ufually refided in the 
county in which he is chofcn, for one year 
immediately preceding his cledion, and for fix 
months (hall have poflefled, and continue to 
poflefs, in the county^ which he reprefents, 
not lefs than one hundred acres of land in fee, 
or for the term of his own life. 

VII. That all freemen of the age of twenty- 
one years, who have been inhabitants of any 

one 
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one county vfithm the State twelve months ink- 
mediately preceding the day of any ele^ion, 
and poffefled of a freehold within the fame 
county of fifty acres of land for fix months 
next before, and at the day of cledion, ihall be 
entitled to vote for a Member of the Senate. 

VIII. That all freemen of the age of twenty* 
one years, who have been inhabitants of any 
county within the State twelve months immedi- 
ately preceding the day of any elcdlion, and (hall 
have paid public taxes, ihall be entitled to votp 
for Members of the Houfc of Commons, for 
the county in which he refides. 

IX. That all pcrfons poffefled of a freehold 

in any town in this State having a right of 

reprefentation, and alfo all freemen who have 

been inhabitants of any fach town twelve 

months next before, and at the day of eledion, 

and (hall have paid public taxes, (hall be en* 

titled to vote for a Member to reprefcnt fuch 

town in the Houfe of Commons. Provided 

always. That this fcdkion Ihall not entitle any 

inhabitant of fuch town to vote for Members 

of the Houfe of Commons for the county ia 

which he may refide, nor any freeholder i^ 

fuch 
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fuch county who refid^s without or beyond the 
limits of fuch town, to vote for a Member for 
faid town. 

X- That the Senate and Houfe of Commons 
when met, fhall each have power to choofe a 
Speaker, and other their officers ; be judges of 
the qualifications and eledions of their Mem- 
bers ; fit upon their own adjournments from 
day to day ; and prepare bills to be pafled in- 
to' laws. The two Houfes fhall diredt writs of 
cleftion for fupplying intermediate vacancies, 
and (hall alfo jointly, by ballot, adjourn them- 
felves to any future day and place. 

XL That all bills fhall be read three times 
in each H[oufc before they pafs.into laws, and 
jbe figned by the Speaker of both Houfes. 

Xll. That every perfon who fhall be chofea 
a Member of the Senate or Houfe of Commons, 

4 ' 

or appointed to any ofiicc or place of trufl:, be^^ 
fore taking his feat, or entering upon the exe- 
cution of his office, fhall take an oath to the 
'State, and all officers fhall alfo take an oath of 
bffice. 

^ Xiir. That the General AfTembly fhall, by 
foini ballot of both Houfes, appoint Judges of 
ihe'Suprcme Courts- of Law and Equity, Judges 
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Off Admiralty, and Attorney-general, who {ball 
be commiffioned by the Governor, and bold" 
their offices during good behaviour. 

XIV. That the Senate and Houfe of Com- 
mons fhall have power to appoint the Generals 
and Field-Officers of the Militia, and all 
Officers of the regular Army of this State. ; 

XV. That the Senate and Houfe of Com- 
mons, jointly, at their firft meeting after each 
annual eledlion, fhall by ballot eledt a Gover-r 
nor for one year, who fhall not be eligible to 
that ofHce longer than three years in fix fuc- 
ce^ve years. That no perfon under thirty 
years of age, and who has not been a refident in 
this State above five years, and having in the 
State a freehold in lands and tenements above 
the value of one thoufand pounds, jfhall be 
eligible as a Governor. 

XVI. That the Senate and Houfe of Com- 
mons, jointly, at their firfl meeting after each 
annual eledion, fhall by ballot eleft feven per- 
fons to be a Council of State for one year, who 
. fhall advife the Governor in the execution of 
his office, and that four Members fhall be a 
Quorum. Their advice and proceedings fhall be 
entered in a journal to be kept for that purpofe 
only, and figricd by the Members prefent, to 

any 
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thy part of which any Member prefent may 
coterhi$di0ent. A&d fuch jouroals ihali be 
laid before the Geaeral Aifembly, when called 
for by them. 

' XVir. That there fliall be a Seal of this 
State^ which fliall be kept by the Governor, and 
ufed by him as occafion may require ; and 
(hall be called, ^he Great Seal of the State of 
Nortb^Carolina, and be affixed .to all grants 
and commiffions. 

XVIII. The Governor for the time being 
fliall be Captain-General and Commander in 
Chief of the Militia i and in the recef§ of the 
General Aflembly ftiall have power, by and 
with the advice of the Council of State, to cm* 
body the Militia for the public faftty. 

XIX. That the Governor for the tinae being 
ihall have power to draw for, and apply fuch 
Turns of inoney as fliall be voted by the. General 
Aflembly for the contingencies of Government 

and be accountable to then? for the fame. He 
alfo may, by and with the advice of the Coun- 
cil of 3tate, lay embargoes, or prohibit the ex- 
portation of any commodity, for any term not 
exceeding thirty days at any one time, in the 
rccefs of the General Aflembly ; and ftiall have 

the 



Constitution of north-carolina. 305 

the power of granting pardons and reprieves, 
except where' the profecution (hall be carried 
on by the General Affembly, or the law fhall 
otherwife diredt ; in which cafe he may, in 
the recefs, grant a reprieve until the next "fitting 
of the General Aflembly ; and may exercife all 
the other executive powers of government, 
limited and retrained as by this Conftitution is 
toehtioned, and according to the laws of the 
State, And on his death, inability, or abfence 

from the State, the Speaker of the Senate for 

* » 

the time being j and in cafe of his death, inabi- 
lity, or abfence from the State, the Speaker of 
the Houfe of Commons (l^all exercife the 
powers of government, after fuch death, or 
during fuch abfence or inability, of the Gover- 
nor, or Speaker of the Senate, or until a new 
nomination is made by the General Aflembly. 
XX, That in every cafe where any officer, the 
right of whofe appointment is by this Confti- 
tution veflcd in the General Affembly, fhall du- 
ring their recefs die, or his office by other 
means become vacant, the Governor fhall have 
power, with the advice of the Council of State, 
to fill up fuch vacancy by granting a tempo- 
rary commiffion, which fhall expire at the end 
of the next feffion of the General Affembly. 

X XXL That 
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XXL That the Governor, Judges of the Su- 
preme Court of Law and Equity, Judges of 
Adniira)ty> and Attorney- general, ihall have 
adeqqate falaries, during their continua;ice in 
.office. 

XXIL That the General Aflembly {hall, hy 
Joint ballot of both Houfes, annually appoint a 
, Treafurer or Treafurers for this State. 

XXIU. That the Governor and other officers 
offisnding againft the StatCi by violating any part 
of this Conflitution, mal-adminiftration, or 
corruption, may be profecuted on the impeach* 
mcnt of the General Aflembly, or prefentment 
of the Grand Jury of any Court of Supreme 
Jurifdiftion in this State. 

XXIV, That the General Aflembly fhall, by 
joint ballot of both Houfes, triennially ajppoint* 
s^ Secretary for this State, . . 

XXV. That no perfons who heretofore have 
been, or hereafter may be receivers of public 
monies, fhall have a feat in eitherHoufeof Ge« 
ceral Aflembly^ cfr be eligible to any office ia 
this State, until fuch perfon fhall have fully 
accounted for, and paid into the Treafury, all 
fums for which they may be accountable and 
liablo. 

XXVL That 
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XXVI. That no Treafurer fhall have a feat 
either in the Senate, Houfe of Commons, or 
Council of State, during his continuance in 
that office, or before he fliall have finally fettled 
his accounts with the public, for all the 
monies which may be in his hands, at the ex* 
piration of his office, belonging to the State, 
and hath paid the fame into the hands of the 
fucceeding Treafurer. 

XXVII. That no officer in the regular army 
or navy, in the fervice and pay of the United 
States, of this or any other State, nor any con- 
tractor or agent for fupplying fuch army or 
navy with cloathing or provifions, {hall have a 
feat either in the Senate, Houfe of Commonfi 
or Council of State, or be eligible thereto ; 
and any Member of the Senate, Houfe of 
Commons, or Council of State, being ap- 
pointed to, and accepting of fuch office, (hall 
thereby vacate his feat. 

XXVIIL That no Member of the Council 

of State fhall have a feat either in the Senate or 

« 

Houfe of Commons* 

XXIX. That no Judge of the Supreme 
Court of Law or Equity, or Judge of Admiral- 
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ty, (hall have a feat in the Senate, Houfe of 
Commons, or Council of State. 

XXX. That no Secretary of this. State^ At- 
torney-general, or Clerk of any Court of Re* 
cord, fhall have a feat in the Senate, Houfe of 
Commons, or Council of State. 

XXX.I. That no Clergyman or Preacher of 
the Gofpel, of any denomination, (hall be ca- 
pable of being a Member of either the Senate, 
Houfe of Commons, pr Council of- State, 
while he continues in the exercife of the paf- 
toral fundion- 

X5tXIL That no perfon who (hall deny the 
being of God, or the truth of the Proteftant 

«... * 

religion, or the divine authority either of the 
Old or New Teftament, or who fhall hold re- 
ligious principles incompatible with the free- 
dom and fafety of the State, (hall be capable 
pf holding any office, or place of truft or pro- 
lit, in the civil department within this State. 
. XXXIII. That the Juftices of the Peace 

within their refpedlive counties in this State 

fhall in future be recommended to the Gover- 
nor for the time being, by the Reprefentativcs 
in General AlTembly, and the Governor (hall 
commi(iion them accordingly j and the JufticeSf 

when 
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when fo commiffidncd^ fliall hold th^ix" offices 
during good behaviour^ and (hall not he re- 
moved from office by the General Afl^njbly, 
unlefs for mifbehayigur, abfenpe, or , inability. 

XXXI V/ That there fhall be no oftgbUflx- 
ment of any one religious church or deaomi- 
nation in this State in preference to any other; 
neither fhall any perfon, on any pretence what- 
foever, be compelled to attend any place of 
worfhip contrary to his own faith or judge- 
ment ; nor be obliged to pay for the purchaie 
of any glebe, or the building of any houfe of 
worfliip, or for the maintenance of any Minif- 
ter or Miniflry, contrary to what he believes 
right, or has voluntarily and pcrfonally en^r 
gaged to perform ; but aU pcrfons (hall be at 
liberty tp exfrcife their own mode of worfhip. 
Provided, that nothing herein contained fljall 
be conftrued to exempt preachers of treafon-^ 
able or feditious difcourfes from legaj jrial and 
puniflimentf 

3CXXV. That no perfon in the State (hall 
hol,4 more than one lucrative office at any one 
time- Provided, that no appointment in the 

X 3 militia* 
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militia, or the office of a Juftice of the Peace, 
ihall be confidered as a lucrative office. 

XXXVI. That all commiilions and grants 
fliall run in the name of I'be State ofNortb-^ 
Caroiina, and bear teft^ and be ligned by the 
Governor. All writs ihall run in the iamc 
mahnery and bear tefl^ and be figned by the 

» 

Clerks of the refpedive Courts. Indi^ments 
ihall conclude, Againji the pc4ce and dignity of 
ibe State. 

XXXVIt. That die Delegates for this Stale 
to the Continental Congrcfs, while ncceflary, 
fliall be chofen annually by the General Aflem- 
bly, by ballot, but may be fupcrfeded in the 
mean time in the fame ^banner j; and no perfbn 
fliall be ele6kcd to ferve in that capacity for 
more than three years fucceffively. 

XXXVIII. That there fhall be a Sheriff, 
Coroner, or Coroners, and Conftables, in each 
county within this State. 

XXXIX. That the perfon of a debtor, where 
there is not a ftrong prcfuinption t)f fraud, 
fliall not be continued in prifoh, after deliver- 
ing up, bondjide^ all his eftate, real and per- 
fohal, for the ufe of his creditors, in fuch man- 

ner 
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ner as fhall be hereafter regulated by law. All 
prifoners ihall be bailable by fufHcient furetiei, 
unlefs for capital offences, when the proof is 
evident, or the prefumption great. - 

# 

XL. That every foreigner who comes to 
fettle in this State, having firft taken an oath of 

allegiance to the fame, may |»urchafe, or by 

♦ 

other juft means acquire, hold and transfer 
land, or other real cftate; and after one yearns 
refidence fhall be deemed a free citizen. 

XLI. That a fchool or fchools (hall be efta- 
bliflied by the legiflature, for the convenient 
inftrudlion of youth, with fuch falaries to the 
matters, paid by the public, a& may enable thcth 
td inftrudt at low prices 5 and all ufeful learn- 
ing (hall be duly encouraged and promoted in 
one or more univerfities. 

XLII. That no purchafe of lands ihall be 
made of the Indian natives, but on behalf of 
the public, by authority of the General Affem- 
. bly. 

XLIII. That the future legiflature of this 
State (hall regulate entails in fuch a manner as 
to prevent perpetuities. 

X 4 XLIV. That \ 
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XLIV. That the Declaration of Rights is 
hereby declared to be part of the Conftitution 
of this State, and ought never to be violated, on 
any pretence whatfoever. 

XLV. That apy Membei: of either Houfc 
of General Affembjy fhall have liberty tq dif- 
fcnt from, aqd prpteft again^, apy a<^ qr 
refolve which he may think injurious tp 
the public, or any individual, and have 
the reafons of his di0ent entered on the Jour* 
nals. ' 

XLVI. That neither Houfc of the General 
Aflembly fhall proceed upon public bufincfs, 
unlefs a majority of all the Members of fuch 
Houfe arc a<Stually prcfent ; and that upon a 
motion made and fcconded, the veas and nays 
upon any queftion fhall be taken and entered on 
the Journals ; and that the Journals of the pro- 
ceedings of both Houfes of the General Aflem- 
bly fhall be printed, and made public, imme- 
diately after their adjournment. 

This Conftitution is not intended to pre- 
cmde the prefent Congrefs from making a tian- 
porary pr6vifion for the well-ordering of this 
3tate, until the General Aflembly (hall efta- 

blifh 
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blifli government agreeable to th^ mode here- 
in before defer ibed. 

RICHARD CASWELL, President. 

December the eighteenth, one thoufand 
fcven hundred and feventyvfix, read the third 
^iinei and ratified in open Congrefs. 

By Order y 

* • 

James Green, Jun. Secretary, 
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FOR ESTABLISHING THE 

CONSTITUTION 

OF TH £ 

STATE OF SOUTH-CAROLINA, 

PASSER THE NINETEENTH DAY OF MARCH, 1778. 

WHEREAS the Conftitution or Form of 
Government agreed to and refolved 
upoft by the Freemen of this country, met in 
Congrefs the 26th day of March, 1776, was 
temporary only, and fuited to the fituation of 
their public affairs at that period, looking for- 
ward to an accommodation with Great-Britain, 
an event then defired : and whereas the United 
Colonies of America have been fince conftituted 
Independent States, and the political connexion 
heretofore fubfifting between them and Great- 
Britain entirely diflblved, by the Declaration of 
the Honourable the Continental Congrefs, 

dated 
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dated the 4th day of July 1776, for the many 
great and weighty reafons therein particularly 
fct forth ; it therefore becomes abfolutely ne- 
ccflary to frame a Conftitution fuitable to that 
great event : Be it therefore conftituted and 
enadled, by his Excellency Rawlins Lowndes, 
Efq. Prefidcnt and Commander in Chief in 

^nd over the State of South-Carolina, by the 
Honourable the Legiflative Council and Gene« 
ral Afiembly, and by the authority of the 
fame. That the following articles agreed upon 
by the Freemen of this State, now met in 
jGeneral AflcmWy, be deemed and held the 
Conftitution and Form of Government of the • 
faid State, unlefs altered by the legiflative au- 
thority thereof; which Conftitution or Form 
of Government fhall, immediately take place 

and be of force from the pafling of this Adt, 
excepting fuch parts as are hereafter mentioned 

and fpecified. 

I. That the ftile of this country be here- 
after. The State of South-Carolina. 

II. That the legiflative authority be vefted 

in a General Afiembly, to confift of two dif- 
tind bodies, a Senate and Houfe.of Reprefen- 

tatives ; 
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tatlves ; but that the leglflature of this State 

as eftabliflicd by the Conftitution or Form of 
•Government paiTcd the 26th of March 17-6 

fliall continue and be in full force until the 

29th day of November next enfuing. 

III. That as foon as may he after the firft 

meeting of the Senate and Hoiifeof Reprefcn- 
tatives, and at every firft meeting of tht Se- 
nate and Houfe of Repreferi tatives thereafter 
-to be elcfted by virtue of this Conftitution, 
they {hall, jointly, in the Koufe of Reprefen- 
tatives, choofe by ballot, from among them- 
felves or from the people at large, a Governor 
and Cortimander in Chief, a Lieutenant-gover- 
nor, both to continue for two years, and a 
Privy-council^ all of the Proteftant religion; 
and till fuch choice (hall be made, the former 
Prefident, or Governor an^ Commander i|i 
Chief, and Vice-prefident, or Lieutenant- 
governor, as the cafe may be, and Privy- 
council, ftiall continue to adl as fupb. 

IV. That a Men^ber of the Senate or Houfe 
of Reprefen tatives, being chofen and aiflipg 
as Governor and Commander in Chief, or 

•* 

Lieutenant-governor, fliall vacate his feat, and 
another perfon (hall be eleded in his room. 

V- That 
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V* That every perfon who fliall be elefted 
Governor and Commander in Chief of the 
State, or Lieutenant-governor,* or a Member 
of the Privy-council, fliail be qualified as fol- 
loweth, that is to fay, the Governor and Lieu- 
tenant-governor (hall have been refidents in 
this State for ten years, and the Members of 
the Privy-council five years, preceding their 
faid elciStioa ;• and fhall have in this State a 
fettled plantation or freehold, in their and each 
of their own right, of the value of at leaft tea 
thoufand pounds currency, clear of debt ; and 
on being eleded, they (hall refpedively take 
an. oath of qualification in the Houfe of 
Reprefcntatives. 

VL That no future Governor and Com- 
mander in Chief who fhall ferve for two years* 
ihall be eligible to ferve in the faid office after 

at 

the expiration of the faid term, until the full 
end and term of four years, 

Vn. That no perfon in this State (hall hold 
the office of Governor thereof, or Lieutenant-^ 
governor, and any other office or commiffion, 
civil or military, (except in the militia) either 
in this or any other State ; or under the autho- 
rity of the Continental Cojigrefs, at one and 

the fame time. 

VIIL That 
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VIIL That in cafe of the impeachment of 
the Governor and Commander in Chief, or his 
removal from office, death, reiignation, or ab« 
fence from the State, the Lieutenant-governor 
ihall fucceed to his office, and the Privy « 
council ihall chufe, out of their own body, a 
Lieutenant-governor of the State. And in cafe 
of the impeachment of the Lieutenant-gover- 
nor, or his removal from office, death, reiigna- 
tion, or abfence from the State, one of the 
Privy-council, to be chofen by themfelves, 
(hall fucceed to his office, until a nomination 
to thofc offices refpeftivcly, by the Senate and 
Houfe of Reprefcntatives, for the remainder of 
the time for which the officer fo impeached, re- 
moved from office, dying, refigning, or being 
fkbient, was appointed. 

IXf That the Privy-council fhall confifl df 
the Lieutenant-governor for the time being, 
and eight other Members, five of whom fhali 
be a Quorum, to be chofen as before direded, 
four to ferve for two years, and four for one 
year 5 and at the expiration of one year, four 
4>thers fhall be chofen iii the room of the lail 
four to lerve for two years 5 and all future Mem* 
bcrs of the Privy-council fhall thenceforward 
beelefted to ferve for two years, whereby 4hefc 

will 
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will be a new eleCtioh every yttrforlialf ^f the 
Privy-cou0QiU ^nd a confta&t rotation efta-* 
blid^ed ; but bo Member of the Pri«y-»councfl 
who (hall fef ve fot two ye^s* ihall be eligible 
to ferve therein after the exjpiration of the faid 
term> until the fuU end and .term xxf focr pears : 
Provided always, that no officer cf the army 
or navy, in. the fervice of the. Continent 01; this 
St4te» nor Judgeof any of thetrourts of law, 
il^all be eligihie 1 nor ihall the father^ Ton or 
brother of the Governor for the time being, be 
elected into the Privy-council during his admi«- 
nift ration/ A Member of th^ Senate or Hou(e 
of Rqprefentatives, being chbfbn of the Privy* 
council, (hall not thereby lofe his feat in the 
Senate or Houfe of Reprefentatives, unkfs he 
be clcded Lieutenant-governor, in which cafe 
he (hall, and another peribn fball be chofen in 
his ftead. The Privy-council is to advife the 
Governor and Commander in Chief, when re- 
quired, but he fhall not be bound to con^h 
them unlefs directed by law. If a Member of 
the Privy-council fhall die or depart the State, 
during the recefs of the General Aflembly, the 
Privy-council ihall chufe another to aft in his 
room, until a nomination by the Senate and 
Houfe of Reprefentatives (hall take palace* The 

Clerk 
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Clerk of the Privy-council fliall keep a regular 
journal of all their proceedings^ in which fhall 
be entered the yeas and nays on every queftiony 

ft 

and the opinion^ with the reafons at large, of 
any Menfiber whodefiresit^ which journal fhall 
be laid before the legiflature, when required by 
either Houfe. 

X« That in cafe of the abfence from the feat 
of government^ or fickncfs of the Governor and 
the Lieutenant-governor, any one of the Privy* 
<:ouncil may be empowered by the Governor, 
under his hand and feal, to a^ ia his room i but 
fuch appointment (hall not vacate his feat in the 
Senate, Houfe of Reprcfentatives, or Privy* 
council. 

XL That the executive authority be vefted 
in the Governor and Commander in Chief, in 
manner herein mentioned. 

« * 

XII. That each pariih and diftrid through- 
out this State Hiall on the laft Monday in No* 
vember next, and the day following^ and on the 
fame days of every fecbnd year thereafter, elcd, 
by balloti one Member of the Senate 3 except 
the diftri<a of St. Philip and St. Michael's pa- 
ri{hes,Charleftown, which ihall eledJ: two -Mem- 
bers 5 and except alfo the diftrift between Broad 

and Saludy Rivers, in three divifions, viz. the 

Lower 
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Lower Diftria, Little River diftri^i and Upjptfr 
or Spartan diftria:, each of which faiddivifiohs 
fliall eledl one Member j and ckcept the pa- 
riflies of St. Matthew and Orangi, which 
/hall eleft one Member j and alfo except the pa^ 
rifties of Prince George and All Saints, which 
(ball eleft one Member. And the eleftion of 
Senators for fuch parifties refpcdlively, (hall> 
until otherwife altered by the legiflature, be at 
the parifli of Prince George, for the faid parifh 
and the pariih of All Saints, at the pariih of 
St. Matthew, for that pariih and the pari(h of 
Orangfe j to meet on the firft Monday in Ja^- 
nuary then next, at the feat of government, un." 
lefs the cafualties of war or contagious diforders 
ihould render it unfafe to meet there : in which 
cafe the Governor and Commander in Chief for 
the time being may, by proclamation, with the 
adyice aftd cohfent of the Privy-counciU ap- 
point a more fecure and convenient place of 
meeting $ and to continue for two yearsi from 
the iaid laft Monday in November i and that no 
pcrfon {hall be eligible to a feat in the faid Se- 
nate^ unlefs he be of the Protcftant religion, and 
hath attained the age of thirty years* and hath 
been a refident in this State at leaft five y€ar$i 
Not Icfs than thirteen Members fliall be a 

Y Quorum* 
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C^uorum to do bufincfs, but the Prefidcnt or any 
three Members may adjourn from day to day. 
No perfon who rcfides in the pariih or diftrift 
for which he is eledcd (hall take hijs feat in the 
Senate/unlefs he pofieiTes a fettled eflate and 
freehold, in his own right, in the faid pariih or 
diftridt, of the value qf two thoufand pounds 
currency at leaft, clear of debt ; and no non- 

rrefident fhall be eligible to a feat in the faid 
Senate, unlefs he is owner of a fettled eftate and 

.freehold, in. his pwn right, in the parifhor 

.diftridl where he is elecftcd, of the value of fevcn 
thoufand pounda currency at leaft, alfo clear of 
debt. 
. XIII. That on the laft Monday in Novem- 
ber next, and the day following, and on the 

Tame days of every fecond year thereafter. 
Members of the Houfe of Reprcfentatives fhall 
he chofen, to meet on the firft Monday in Ja- 
nuary then next, at the feat of government, un- 

*lefs the cafualties of war or contagious diforders 
fhould render it unfafe to meet there ; in which 
cafe the Governor and Commander in Chief for 

the time being may, by proclamation, with the 

•advice and confent of the Privy-council, ap- 
point a more fecure and convenient place of 

meeting i and to continue for two years from 

the 
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the faid laft Monday in Norembcr, Each pa- 
rifh and diftrift within this State (hall fend 
Members to the General Aflembly in the fol- 
lowing proportions, that is to fay, 

The parifli of St. Philip and St. Michael> 
Charleftown, thirty Members. 

The parifti of Chrift- Church, fix Members. 

Theparifh of St. John, in Berkley county, 
fix Members. 

The parifli of St. Andrew, fix Members. 

The parifli of St. George, Dorchefter, fix 
Membcrisf. - ^ 

The parifla of St. James, Goofe-Crcek, fix 

Members. 

The parifli of St. Thomas and St. Dennis, fix 

Mcmfe^rs. 

The parifli of St. Paul, fix Members, 

The parifli of St.Bartholomew^ fix Members* 
The pai^ifli of St. Hplcna, fix Members. 
The .parifli of St. James, Santee,, fix Mem«> 
bfcrs^. 

The p jrifli of Prince George, Winyah, four 
Members. 

. The parifli of AH Saints, two Menibcrs. 

to 

The parifli of Prince Frederick, Af; Mqm- t 

bers. , 

« • ■ ...» . 

The parifli of St, John, in Colleton county, 
fix Members, 

Y a The 
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The parifli of St. Peter, fix Members. 
The parifh of Prince William, fix Members. 
The parifh of St. Stephen, fix Members. 
The difliridt to the eaft ward of Watcrec river, 
ten Members. 

The ,difl:ridt of Ninety-Six, ten Members. 
The diftridl of Saxe-Gotha, fix Members. 
The difl:ri<ft between Broad andSaludy Rivers/ 
in three divifions, viz* 

The Lower diftri£t, four Members. 
The Little River difliridt, four Members. 
The Upper or Spartan diftridt, four Mem- 
bers. 

The diftrid between Broad and Catawba 
Rivers, ten Members. 

The diftrift called the New Acquifition, tea 
Members. 

The parifli of St. Matthew, three Members. 

The parifh of Orange, three Members. 

The parifti of St. Davids fix Members. 

The difliria between Savannah River and^ 
the fiorth fork of Edifto, fix Members. * 

And the eleftion of the faid Members (hall 
be coflduaed, as near as maiy be, agreeable to 
the diredlons-of the preftnt or any future Elec- 
tion A(ft or Ads. And where there are M 



I ' « 



churchet 
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churches or church-wardens in adiftriift orpa- 
rifh, the Houfe of Reprcfentatives, at feme 
convenient time before their expiration, fhall 
appoint places of eledion, and perfons to re- 
ceive votes and make returns. The qualifica" 
tion of eleftors ftiall be, vthat every free white 
man, and no other perfon, who acknow- 
ledges the being of a God, and believes 
in a future ftate of rewards and punifh- 
ments, and who has attained to the age of one- 
and -twenty years, and hath been arefident and 
an inhabitant in this State for the fpace of 
one whole year, before the day appointed foj. 
the eledtion he offers to give his vote at, and 
hath a freehold at leaft of fifty acres of land, 
or a town lot, and. hath been legally feized and 
polTefled of the fame at leaft fix months previ- 
ous to fuch eledlion, or hath paid a tax the 
preceding year, or was taxable the prefent year 
at leaft fix months previous to the faid eledion, 
in a fum equal to the tax on fifty acres of land, 
to the fupport of this Government, (hall be 
deemed a perfon qualified to vot? for, and fhalj 
be capable bf eleding a Reprefentative or Re- 
pfefentatives, to ferve as a Member or Mem- 
bers in the Senate aod Hgufe q£ Reprefenta- 

Y 3 tivefi 
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tivcs, for the parifh or diftrid where he adually 

18 a rcfident, or in any other parifh or diftridl, in 
this State, where he hath the like freehold. 
Electors fhall take an oath or affirmation of 
qualification, if required by the returning 
officer. No perfon fhall be eligible to fit in the 
Houfe of Reprefentatives, unlefs he be of the 

Proteflant religion, and hath been a refident 
in this State for three years previous to his 
clcAion. The qualification of the eleded, if 
refidents in the parifh or diflrift for which they 
fhall be returned, fhall be the fame as men- 
tioned in the Eleftion Aft, and conflrucd to 
mean clear of debt. But no non-refident fhall 
be eligible to a feat in the Houfe of Reprefen- 
tatives, unlefs he is owner of a fettled cflatc 
and freehold, in his ovvn right, of the value 
of three thoufand and five hundred pounds 
currency at leafl, clear of debt, in the parifh 
or diftrift for which he is elefted. 

XIV. That if any parifh or diflrift ncglefts 
or refufes to eledt Members -, or if the Mem- 
bers chofen do not meet in General Aflembly i 
thofe who do meet fhall have the powers of the 
General AfTembly. Not lefs than fixty-nine 
Members fhall make a Houfe of Reprefenta-^ 

lives 
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tivcs to do bufinefs ; but the Speaker, or any 
fcvefl Members may adjourn from day to day. 

XV. That at the expiration of feven years 
after thepaffing of this Conftitution, and at the 
end of every fourteen years thereafter, the Re- 
prefcntation of the whole State (hall be pro- 
portioned in the moft equal and juft manner, 
according to the particular and comparative 
ftrength, and taxable property, of the different 
parts of the fame ; regard being always had to 
the nCunber of white inhabitants, and fuch 
taxable property. 

XVL That all money-bills for the fupport . 
of Government fhall originate in the Houfc 
of Reprefentatives; and fhall not be altered or 
amended by the Senate, but may be rejedled by 
them ; and that no naoney be drawn out of 
the public treafury, but by the legiflative au- 
thority of the State. All other bills and ordi- 
nances may take rife in the Senate or Houfe of 
Reprefentatives, and be altered, amended, or 
rcjeded by either. . A£ts and ordinances hav- 
ing pafled the General Affembly, fhall have 
the Great Seal affixed to them by a joint 
Committee of both Houfes, who {hall wait 
upon the Governor to receive and return the 

Y 4 Seal; 
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Seal ; and fhall then be figncd by the Prefidtnt 
of the SenatCi and Speaker of the Houfe of 
Reprcftntatives, in the Spnate-Houfe, and 
fhall thenceforth have the force and validity of 
. a law, and be lodged in the Secretary's office. 
And the Senate and Houfe of Reprefentatives 
refpedtively, fhall enjoy alji other privileges 
which have at any tim'e been claimed or exer- 
cifed by the Commons Houfe of Affembly. 

XVII, That neither the Senate nor Houfe of 
Reprefentatives fhall have power to adjourn 
themfelves for any longer time than three days, 
without the mutual confent of both. The 
Governor and Commander in Chief (hall have 
no power to adjourn, prorpgue, or diflblve 
jthem, but may, if ncceflary, by and with the 
advice and confent pf the Erivy -council, con- 
vene then» before th? time to which they fhall 
ftand adjourned . And where a bill hath been 
rejefted by either Houfe, it ihall not be 
brought in again that feffion, \yithout leave of 

the Ho^fe, and ^ ijotice of fix days being pre- 
ylouHy given. 

Xyill. Thaj the Senate and Hpufg of Re- 
prefentatives ihall each chufe their refpe<aive 
pigcers by ballot, withput controul. And that, 

during 
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during a recefs, the Prcfidcnt of the Senate, 
and Speaker of the Houfe of Reprefentatives^ 
fhall iflue writs for filling up vacancies occa- 
fioned by death in their refpedlive Houfest 
giving at Icaft three weeks, and not more than 
thirty-five days previous notice of the tinlc 
appointed for the election. 

XIX. That if any parifh or diftrift (hall ne- 
glefl: to eleft a Member or Members, on the 
day of eledions or in cafe any pcrfon chofen a 
Member of either Houfe, fhall refufe to qualify 
and take his feat as fuch, or die, or depart the 
State ; the Senate or Houfe of Reprefentatives, 
as the cafe may be, fhall appoint proper days 
for electing a Member or Members, in fuch 
cafes refpfeftively. 

XX, That if any Member of the Senate or 
Houfe of Reprefentatives Ihall accept any 
place of emolument, or any commiflion (ex- 
cept in the militia, or the commiflion of the 
peace), and except as is excepted in the Tenth 
Article, he fhall vacate his feat, and there fhall 
thereupon be a new eledtion ; but he fhall not 
be difqualified from fcrving upon being re- 
elected, unlefs he is appointed Secretary of 
the State, a Commiifioner of the Treafury, an 

Officer 
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Officer of the Cuftoms, Rcgiftcr of mefne 
conveyancesj a Clerk of cither of the Courts 
of Juftice, Sheriff, Powder- receiver. Clerk of 
the Senate, Houfe of Reprefentatives, or 
Privy-council, Surveyor^general or Commif- 
fary of military ftores ; which officers are here- 
by declared difqualified from being Members 
cither of the Senate or Houfe of Reprefen- 
tatives. 

XXL And whereas the Minillers of the 
Gofpel are, by their profeffion, dedicated to the 
fervice of God and the cure of fouls, and 
ought not to be diverted from the great duties 
of their fundion ; therefore, no Minifterof the 
Gofpel, or public preacher, of any religious 
perfuafion, while he continues in the exercifc 
of his'paftoral fundlion, and for two years 
after, fliall be eligible either as Governor, 
Lieutenant-governor, a Member of the Se- 
nate, Houfe of Reprefentatives> or Privy- 
council in this State, 

XXII. That the Delegates to reprefent tEis 
State in the Congrefs of the United States, be 
chofen annually, by the Senate and Houfe of 
Reprefentatives, jointly, by ballot, in the Houfe 

of Reprefentatives. And nothing contained 

« • 

in 
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in this Conftitution {hall be conftrued to ex- 
tend to vacate the feat of any Member who is 
or may be a Delegate from this State to Con- 
grefsi as fuch. 

XXIII. That the form of impeaching all 
officers of the State, for mal and corrupt con- 
duct in their refpediive offices, not amenable to 
any other jurifdidion, be veftcd in the Houic 
of Rcprefentatives : but, that it fhall always 
be neceffary, that two-third parts of the Mem-> 
bcrs prefent do confent to, and agree in, fuch 
impeachment. That the Senators and fuch of 
the Judges of this State as are not Members 
of the Houfe of Reprefcntatives, be a Court for 
the trial of impeachments, under fuch regula- 
tions as the legiflature fhall eftablifli; and that, 
previous to the trial of every impeachment, 
the Members of the faid Court (hall refpedlive- 
ly be fworn, truly and impartially to try and 
determine the charge in queftion, according to 
evidence. And no judgment of the faid 
Court, except judgment of acquittal, fhall be 
valid, unlefs it (hall be affentedto by two-third 
parts of the Members then prefent. And ott 
every trial, as well on impcachmeRts as others, 
the party accufed fhall be allowed Counfel. 

XXIV. That 
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XXIV, That the Lieutenant-governor of 
the State, and a majority of the Privy- council, 
for the time being, fhall, until otherwife al- 
tered by the legiflature, exercife the powers of 
a Court of Chancery. And there (hall be Or- 
dinaries appointed in the feveral diftridts in this 
State, to be chofen by the Senate and Houfe of 
Reprefentatives, jointly, by ballot, in the Houfe 
of Reprefentatives, who fhall, within their re- 
fpedlive diftrifts, exercife the powers hereto- 
fore exercifed by the Ordinary : and until fuch 
appointment is made, the prefent Ordinary, 
in Charleftown, fhall continue to exercife that 
office as heretofore. 

XXV. That the jurifdidion of the Court 
of Admiralty be confined to maritime caufes. 

XXVL That Juflices of the Peace fhall be 

nominated by the Senate and Houfe of Repre- 
fentatives, jointly, and commiflioned by the 
Governor and Commander in Chief during 
pleafure. They fhall be intitled to receive the 
fees heretofore eflablifhed by law ; and not 
ading in the magiftracy, they fhall not be in- 
titled to the privileges aljowed to them by law. 
XXVII. That all other judicial officers fhall 
be chpfen.by ballot, jointly^ by the Senate and 

Houfe 
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Houfe- of Reprcfentatives, and, except the 
Judges of the Court of Chancery, com- 
miffioned by the Governor and Commander in 
Chief during good behaviour ; but fliall be re- 
moved on addrefs of the Senate and Houie of 
Reprefentatives. 

XXVI II. That the Sheriffs, qualified as by 
law direded, fhall be chofen in like manners 
by the Senate and Houfe of Reprdentatives, 
when the Governor, Lieutenant-governor, aad 
Privy-council are chofen, and commiffioned 
by the Governor and Commander in Chief for 
two years J and {hall give fecurity, as required 
by law, before they enter on the execution of 
their office. No Sheriff who (hall have fenred 
for two years, fhall be eligible to ferve in the 
faid ofpce, after the expiration of the faid term, 
until the full end and term of four years, but 
fliall continue in office until fuch choice be 
made : nor (hall any perfon be eligible as She- 
riff, in any diftridt, unlefs he (hall have re- 
fided therein for two years previous to the 
ele(5tion. 

XXIX. That two Commiffioncrs of the 
Treafury, the Secretary of the State, the Rc- 
gjifters of mcfne conveyances in each diftriifl. 

Attorney- 
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Attorney-general,^ Surveyor-general, Powder- 
receiver^ Collectors and Comptrollers of the 
Cuftoms, and Waiters, be chofen in like man- 
gier, by the Senate and Houfe of Reprefen- 
tatives, jointly, by ballot, in the Houfe of 
Reprefentatives, and commiffioned by the Go- 

Tcrnor and Commander in Chief for two years. 
.Tnat none of the faid officers refpedlivcly, who 
ifaali have ferved for four years, fliall be eligible 
to fcrvc in the faid offices after the expiration of 
the faid term, until the full end and term of four 
years, but fhall continue in office until a new 
choice be made : provided, that nothing here- 
in contained fliall extend to the feveral perfons 
appointed to the above offices refpedively, 
onder the late Conftitution. And that the 
prefent, and all future Commiffioners of the 

Treafury, and Powder-receivers, fliall each 
give bond, with approved fecurity, agreeable 
to kw. 

XXX. That all the officers in the army and 
navy of this State, of and above the rank of 
Captain, fliall be chofen by the Senate and 
Houfe of Reprefentatives, jointly, by ballot, 
in the Houfe of Reprefentatives; and comhrif- 

fiohcd 
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fioned by th« Governor and Commander ij\ 
Chief J and that ail other o^icers in the arnj.y; 
and navy of this Statp fhall be commiflioned, 
by the Govjernpr and Commander in Chief,. 

XXXI. That in cafe of vacancy in any of 
the of&ccs above direfted to be filled by the 
Senate and Houfe of Reprefentatives, the Go- 
vernor aod Commander in Chiefs v^ith the.arf- 
vice and confent of the Privy •council, may 
appoint others in their ftead, until there /hall 
be an cle(Sion by the Senate and Houfe of Re- 
prefentatives to fill thofe vacancies refpedtively. 

XXXII. That the Governor and Comman- 
der in Chief, veith the advice and confent 
of the Privy-Council, may appoint, during 
pleafure, until othcrwife direfted by law, all 
other neceflary officers, except fuch as arc now 
by law dire<5tpd to be otherwife.chofen. 

XXXIII. That the Governor and Com- 
mander in Chief fhall have no power to 
commence war, or conclude peace, or enter 
into any final treaty, without the confent of 
the Senate and Houfe of Reprefentatives. 

XXXIV. That therefolutionsof thelateCon- 
grcffes of this State, and all laws now of force 

* ' here 
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here (and not hereby altered), fhall to continue^ 
until altered or repealed by the legillature of 
this State, unlefs where they are temporary, 
in which cafe they (hall expire at the times 
refpcdively limited for their duration « 

XXXV. That the Governor and Comman- 
der in Chief for the time being, by and with 
the advice and confent of the Privy-council, 
may ky embargoes, or prohibit the exporta- 
tion of any commodity, for any time, not ex- 
ceeding thirty days, in the recefs of the Gene- 
ral Affembly. 

XXXVI. That all perfons who fhall be 
chofen and appointed to any office, or to any 
place of truft, civil or military, before enter- 

* 

ing upon the execution of office fliall take the 
following oath : 

** I, A. B. do acknowledge the State of 
South- Carolina to be a free, independent, and 
fovereign State, and that the people thereof 
owe no allegiance or obedience to GeOtge the 
Third, King of Great Britain. And I do re- 
nounce, refufe, and abjure, any allegiance or 
obedience to him. And I do fwear or affirm 
(as the cafe may be) that I will, to the utmofl: 
of my power, fupport, maintain, and defend 

th< 
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the fiid State, againft the faid King Georg<s 
the Third, and his heirs and fucceflbrs^ 
and his or their abettors, aiTiftants, and ad<ii 
herents, and will iferve the faid State in the 
office of with fidelity and honour^ 

and according to the beft of my fkill and un- 
derftanding. So help me God." 

XXXVIL That adequate yearly falaries bi 
allowed to the public officers of this State^ and 
be fixed by law. 

XXXVIII. That all pcrfons and religious 
focieties who acknowledge that theie is one 
God, and a future flate of rewards and punifh- 
ments, and that God is publicly to be wor* 
Clipped, fliall be freely tolerated. The Chri- 
ilian Proteftant religion fhall be deemed, and 
is hereby conftituted and declared to be the 
cftablifhed religion of this State. That all 
denominations of Chriftian Prot^ftants in this 
State, demeaning themfelves peaceably and 
faithfully, ihall enjoy equal religious and civil 
privileges* To accomplifh this defirable pur* 
po(e, without injury to the religious property 
t)f thofe Societies of ChrifUans which are by 
law already incorporated for the purpofe of 
religious worihip i and to put it fully into the 

Z power 
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power of every other Society. of Chriftian Pro- 
teftants, cither already formed, or hereafter' to 
be foro^^di to obtai-n the like incorporation ; it 
is hereby cgnftituted, stppojntcd, and declared. 
That the rcfpefltive Societies of the Chprch of 
Bngiand that ar^ already ' fbf nied in this State 
for the purpofes of religious worihip, fhall ftill 
continue inaxrjgorate^ and. hold the religious 
property^ ^nQW in their pcfleffion : and that 
whenever fifteen or more male pcrfons, not 
under twepjy-Qoe- ye?irs^<)f,a^^, profefling the 
Chriftian R-otcftgnt religion, agree to unit^ 

tfjewfelyj^ .. i;P a Society for the purpofes of 
religious worfhip^ theyfliall (on complying 
with the terms hereinafter mentioned) be, and 
be conftitutgdj, ji Ghurgh, and be efteemed and 
regardedjifi da,w[as: of th^ eftablifhed religion 
p^ tljie 8|ate ; -anjl on a petition to the legiflature, 
fball beJnUtlpd to be incorporated, and to enjoy 
equal JjHvilegcs. That every Society of Chrif- 
idahs^ fo formed {hall give themfelves i' name, 
or denomination, by which they ftiall be called 
and known in law ; and all that affociatc with 
them for the purpofes of worihip, ihall be 
deemed as belonging to the Society fo called . 

'but that, previous to the eftabliftiment and in- 
corporation 
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corporation of the refpcdivc Societies of 
every denomination as aforcfaid, and in or- 
der tointitle them thereto, each Society fo peti- 
tioning (hall have agreed tp, aad fubfcribed, in 
• a book, the following five articles, without 
which no agreement or union of men, upoa 
pretence of religion, fhall intitle them to be 
incorporated^ andefteemed as a. Church of the 
cftablifhed religion of this State : ' ' * 
- . I • That there is bne eternal God, and a fu- 
toirc ftate of rewards and punifliments. 

2. That Qod is publicly to be worihipped. 

q . That thp .Chriftian religion is the true 



< .* 



religion. ^ , . 

Af That the Holy Scriptures of the Old and 
New Teftament are of divine infpiration, and 
arc the rule of faith and praftice. 

5/ That it is lawful, and the diity of every 
man, teing thereunto called by ihofe that go- 
vern,-to bear witnefs to truth. 

That every inhabitant of this State, wheh 

'called to make an appeal to God as a witnefs 

^ *••■•♦ f» '1** ' ' 

to truth,' fhall be permitted to do it in that way 

which is moft ap;reeable to the dictates of hi$ 

ov^fl confcience. Arid that the people of this 

"State may for evet enjoy ' the right of elcdling . 

* 2 2 their 
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tlicir own Paftocs or Clergy ; and, at tHe ftmc 
time, that the State may have fu£Bcient lecu* 
rity for the due difcHafge of the paftotdl I5£5cc 
1>y thx)ie who fhall be admitted to' be Gl^rgy- 
men, no perfon ihall officiate as Miiiifter'-6f 
any cftabli(hed church, who (h'aJl not have 
been chofen by a majority of the 'Society to 
which he fhall minifteri or ^y* jpcrfoiis ap- 
pointed by the faid majoriity to chboieWd pro- 
cure a Miriifter for them, nor until U& Minify 
ter To chofen arid appointed ihali have made 
and fubfcribed the following declaration, over 
and above the aforefaid five articles, viz. 

«* That he is determined, by Gdd's gtacct 
;OUt of the Holy Scriptures to inftrud the peo- 
ple committed to his charge, and to teach no- 
thing (as required of neceffity to etern^ ialva- 
tion) but that wl^ich he fhall be perfuaded may 
be concluded and proved from the Scripture } 
that he will uie both public and privajte adxqo« 
nitions, as well to the fick a^ to the whole, 
, within his cure, as need (hall require^ and oc- 
cafion (hall be given s and that he will be dili- 
gent in prayers, and in reading plT the Hdly 
Scriptures, and in fuch fludies as help to die 
-knowledge of the famej that he will be dili- 
gent 
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s 

gent to frame ^nd fafliion his own felf and his 
family accqrding to the doctrine of Chrifl, and 
to make both himfelf and them, a$ much as 
|n him lieth, wholefi^me erampks and patterns 
to the floek of Chrift ; that he will maintaiii 
and iet fonvanlSf u much as he can, quiet-* 
nefs, pe9C^ and lovCf among all people, and 

eipecially among thofe that are or fhall be 
committed to his diarge«'' 

No perfi>n (hall difturb or moleft any religi-* 

.ou$ aflepiblyt nor {jatJil ufe any reproachful 

reviling, or abufive language againft any 

Church ; that being the certain w^y of difturbi- 

ing the peace, and of hindering the converfion 

of any to the truth, by engaging them in 

« • 

quarrels and animofities, to the hatred of the 
profeffors and that profefllon which otherwife 
they might be brought to a£fent to. ^No per- 
fon whatibever ihall fpeak any thing, in their 
religioua aflembly, irreverently or feditioufly 
4Df the Government of this State. No perfon 
ihzll, hy law» be obliged to pay towards the 
maintenance and fupport of a religious wor« 
jAiip that he-does not freely join in, or has not 
voluntarily engaged to fupport : but the 
churches, chapels, parfonages, glebes, and all 
©thcr property, now belonging to any Societies 

Z3 of 
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of the Church of England, or any other Tellgi- 

ous. Societies, fhaU remain, and be feiurerf^to 

» 

them for ever.* The poor {hall be fupported*, 
and elections managed, in the accuftomed man-* 
ner, untillaws fliallbe provided toadjuft thoie 
matters in the moft equitable way. ' ' " ' 

XXXIX: That th.e wh'ote State ffidl ' as foon 
as proper laws can be^ paffed for thoTe purpofes, 
be divided, into diflrifts ' and * countieis, arid 
county courts eftahliflipd. , " 

. XL. That the penal laws, as heretofore ufed, 
fhall be reformed, and punifliments made, in 
fome cafes, lefs fanguinaiy, and, in general, 
more proportionate to;the ^rime. 

XLI, That no freeman -of this State be taken, 
or imprifoncd, or diifoizcd of his frechoW* 
liberties or privileges/ or outlav^red, or exiled, 
or in ay mm *ne r dcftroyed, or deprived of his 
life, liberty, or property, Siit by the judg- 
ment of his peers, or by the law of the land. • 

' • ■ . • 

XLII. That the military 'be ^fabordinate to 
the civil power of the State, ' r .• • 

XLIII. That the liberty of the preft'be in- 
violably prefer ved. * '^ 

XLIV. That no part of ^ this ConffitiitJon 

fliall be altered without a 'liotice' oF'uiinet^ 

fi ^ days 
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days 'being prcvioufly given -, nor fhall any 
part of the fapie be changed without the con- 
fent of a majority of the Members of the Senate 
and Houfe of Reprefentatives. 

XLV. That the Senate and Houfe of Re- 
prefentatives ihall not proceed to the election of 
a Governor or Lieutenant-Governor, until 
there be a majority of both Houfes prefent, 

Jn the Council-Chamber, the 19th day 
pf March, 1778. 

AfTented to, 

RAWLINS LOWNDES, 
Hugh Rutledge, Speaker of the 

Legijlative CotmciL 
Thomas Bee, Speaker of the Gene^ 

ral AJfembly. 

' In the General Assembly, th^ 19th day 
of ]Vferch, 1778. 

Publi/hed by Order of the Houfe ^ 

Peter Timothy, C. G. A. 
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CONSTITUTION 
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STATE OF GEORGIA, 

UNANIMOUSLY AGREED TO IN CONVENTION, 
THE FIFTH OF FEBRUARY, 1777. 

WHEREAS the condud of the legiila^ 
ture of Great-Britain for many years 
paft has been fo oppreffive on the people of 
Atnerica, that of late years they have plainly 
declared and aflerted i right to raife taxes up- 
on the people of America, and to make laws 
to bind them in all cafes whatfoever, without 
their confent ; which condudi bei^g repugnant 
to* the common rights of mankind, hath 
obliged the Americans, as freemen, to oppofe 
fuch opprefliye meafures, and to aiTert the 
rights and privileges they are entitled to by the 
laws of nature and reafon j and accordingly it 
hath been done by the general confent of all 
the people of the States of New*Hampfliire# 

MafFa-t 
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Maffachufctts-Bay, Rhodc-Ifland, Connefllcut^ 
New-York, New-Jerfey, Pcnnfylvania, the 
Counties of Ncwpaftle, Kent, and Suflex oa 
jDclaware, Maryland, Virginia,. North- Carolina, 
South- Carolina, and Georgia, given by their 
Rcprefentatives met together in General Con- 
grefs in the city of Philadelphia. 

And whereas it hath been recommended by 
the faid Congrefs, on the fifteenth of May laft, 
to the refpeftive Aflemblies and Conventions of 
the United States where no government, fuf- 
ficient to the exigencies of their affairs, hath 
been hitherto eftabliflied, to adopt fuch go- 
vernment as may, in the opinion of the Rc- 
prefentatives of the people, beft conduce to the 
happinefs and fafety of their Conftituents in 
particular, and America in general : 

And whereas the Independence of the 
United States of America has been alfo de- 
clared, on the fourth day of July, one thou-t^ 
iand feven hundred and f?venty-fix, by the faid 
Honourable Congrefs, and all political con- 
nexion between them and the Crown of 
Great^Britain is in confequcnce thereof dif* 
folvcd : . 

We, therefore, the Reprefentatiws of the 

people^ from whom all poi^er originates, aad 

for 
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for whofe benefit all government is intended, 
by virtue of the power delegated to 'us, do or- 
dain and declare, and it is hereby ordained and 
declared, that the following rules and regula-^ 
tions be adopted for the future government of 
this State. 

» 

I* The legiflative, executive, and judiciary 
departments fliall be feparate and diftindl, fo 
that neither exercife the powers properly be- 
. longing to the other. 

II. The legiflature of this State ihall be 
compofed of the Reprefentativ.es of the people, 
as is herein .after pointed out : and the Repre- 
icntativcs fhall be eledted yearly, and every 
year, on the firft Tuefday in December ; and 
the Representatives fo elefted, fhall meet the 
firft Tuefday in January following, at Savan- 
nah, or any other place or places where the 
Houfe of AiTembly for the time being fhall 
dired. 

. On the firfl day of the meeting of the Re- 
prefentatives fo chofen, they fhall proceed to 
the choice of a Governor, who fhall be ftiled 
Honourable i and of an Executive Council, by 
ballot, out of their own body ; viz. two from 
each county, except thofe counties which arc 
^ ^ not 
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hot vet entitled to fend ten Members. One of 
^each county (hall always attend where the Go-i 
vernor refides, by monthly rotation, unlefsthe 
Members of each county agree for a longer or 
fhorter period : this is not intended to exclude 
cither Member attenduig. The remaining 
number of Reprcfentatives (hall be called The 
"Houfe of Affembhi and the majority of thd 
Members ol tb^ (aid Houfe (hall have power 
to proceed on bufinefs. 

» . HI'.? It£hWl be an unalterable rule, that the 
Hoi^fe. 6/ AflQmWy fliall expire, and be at aa 
end yearly and every year, on the day preceding 

the day of* cledtion mentioned in the forego- 
ing rule. 

IV, The Reprefcntation fhall be divided in 
the following manner : Ten Members for each 
county, as is herein after diredted, excepting 
the county of Liberty, which contains three 
pari flies, and that flaall be allowed fourteen. 

The ceded lands north of Ogeechie fliall be 
one county, and known by the name of 
Wilkes. 

The parifli of St. Paul fliall be another 
county, and known by the name of Hich- 
mond. 

The 
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The parifli of St. George fhall be another 
county^ and known by the name of Burke. 

The pariih of St. Matthew, and the upper 
part of St. Philip, above Canoqchie, ihall be 
another county, and known by the; name of 
Bffingham. 

The pariih of ChHft^Church, and the iowfr 
prt of St. Philip, below Canoocfaiei ibdj ht 
•nother county, and knowa hy 4he name <^ 
Chatham. 

The parishes of S^. JohOt 6c. Animvr^ ^d 
8t. James^ ihall be another coon^, and ksowa 
by the name of Liberty. 

The pariihe$ of St. David and St. Patrick 
ihall be another county, and khown by-th^ 
name of Glyn* 

The pariihcs of St. Thomas and St. Mary 
^all be iainothcr county, and known by the 
liame of Camden. 

The port and town of Savannah ihall be al« 
lowed four Members to reprefent their trade. 

The port and town of Sunbury ihall be zU 
lowed two Members to reprefent their trade. 

V. The two counties of Glyn and Camden 
ihall have one Reprefentative each ; and alfo 
thcyi and all other counties that may hereafter 

b« 
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be laid out by theHoufe of Aflembly, (hall be 
under the following regulations, viz. At theii^ 
iirft inilitution, each county fhall have one 
Member^ provided the inhabitants of faid 
county fhall have ten eledors ; and if thirty^ 
they (hall have two ; if forty, three ; if fixty, 
fpur 5 if eighty, fix ; if an hundred and up- 
wardly ten ; St which time two Executive Coun« 
Cillers ihall bechofen from them, as is dire^ 
ed for the other counties. 

J VI; The Reprefentiitives (hall be chofen out 
eftb: iiefidents ia c«:h county who (hall have 
rcfided at leaft twelve months in this State, and 
three months in the county where they ihali be 
elcded ; except the freeholders of the counties 
of Olyn and Camden, who are in a ilate of 
slarm, and who fhall have the liberty of chufing 
one Member each, as fpecified in the articles of 
this Conftitution, in any other county, until 
they have refidents fufficient to qualify them 
for more : and they (hall be of the Proteflant 
religion, and of the age of twenty«-ofie years, 
and (hall be po(refled in their own right of two 
hundred and fifty acres of land, or fome pro« 
|>erty to the amount of two huiuLred aad fifi^ 
pounds* 

VIL The 
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VII. The Houfc of Affembly (hall have 
power to make fach laws and regulations as 
may be conducive to the good order and well^ 
being of the State ; provided fiich laws and re- 
gulations be not repugnant to the, true intent 
and meaning of any rule or regulation contain- 
ed inthis Conftitution. 

The Houfe of Aflembly {halt alfo havepVwer 
to repeal all laws and ordinances they fih5xh- 
lurious to the people : and the, Hoijre (jiall 
chufe its own Speaker, appoint its own officers 
fettle its own rules of prdcceBirrg, -anid tiifeft 
Writs of eledlion for fupplying- 'intermediate 
vacancies ;' and fhall havc'pbwer of -ddjburn- 
itteht to any time 'or times witlim^h^yeari -" - 
" VHI. AH la\Vs andordiiTancblh&n be^^eS 
times read, and each reading'Tlial'be on dt^Rfi 
rent and feparate days, excefit iri cafes of g?fei< 
necefiity arid danger 5 and a31 Taws and ofdi-i 
nances* (hall be Iciif to the E«e<i\itive CoundlJ 

after the 'fccoiid reading, for th^ir perufal and 

• • ' • ». ' ' ' 

advice. ' ^ - . 

'IX* E^ery male white inhabitant, of the agi 

of twenty-cme years, and poiTcfled, in his owil 

rigKt,"oT ten pounds valiie, and liable to pay tax 

in this Stated wbciiigof any mfechanic ti^de, and 

who (hall have been a refidenl fix months in this 

State^ 



* • • • 
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State, fhall have a right to vote at all cle<9:Ions 
for Rcprefentatives, or any other officers hereia 
agreed to be chofen by the people at large ; and • 
every perfon having a right to vote at any. elec- 
tion, ihall vote by ballot perfonally. 

X. No officer whatever (hall ferve any pro-. 
cefsj or give any other hindrance to any per- 
fon entitled to vote, either in going to the place 
of eledtion, or during the time of the faid 
ele<3ion,or on their returning home from fuch 
eleftion ; nor fhall any military officer or fol- 
dier appear at any election in a military^ cha- 
radier, to the intent that all elcdtions may be 

free and open* 

t» "«»«* 

XI. No perfon fhall be entitled tp^iporc 
than one vote, which fhall be given in the 
county where fuch perfon rcfides, except, as 

. before excepted ; nor fhall any perfon whp 
holds any title, of nobility, b?. entitled to a vatc, 
or be capable of ferving as a Reprefentative, or 
hold any pofl of honour, profit, or trufl, in this 

. State, whilft fuch perfon clainis his title'of.no- 
bility; but if the perfon fhall. g^iw up fuch. di- 
flindion, in the manner as may be direfted by 
any future legiflature, theh)> and in fuch «afe, 
he fhall be entitled to a vote, and rcpreimt; as 

before 
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before dircfted, and enjoy all the other benefits 
of a free citizen. 

XII. Every perfon abfenting himfclf from an 
election, and who fhall negleft to give in his or 
their ballot it fuch election, (hall be fubject to 
a penalty hot exceeding five pounds j the mode 
of recovery, and alfo the appropriation thereof, 
to be pointed out and directed by Act of the 
legiflature : provided neverthelcfs, that a rca* 
fbnable excufe fhall be admitted. 

XIII. The manner of electing Reprefenta- 
tives (hall be by ballot, and (hall be taken by 
two or more Juftices of the Peace, in each 
county, who fhall provide a convenient box for 
receiving the faid ballots ; and on clofing the 
poll, the ballots fhall be compared in public 
with the lifts of voters that have been taken, 
and the majority immediately declared ; a cer- 
tificate of the fame being given to the perfons 
dented, and alfo a certificate returned to the 
Hcuie of Reprefentatives. 

XIV. Every perfon entitled to vote fhall take 
the following oath or affirmation, if required, 
viz. 

^* I, A. B. do voluntarily and folemnly fwear, 
or*«ffinn(as the cafe may be), that I do owe 

true 
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truealiegiance to this State, and will fuppo« 
the Conftltution tHere<jf. So help me, God/^- 

XV. Any five of the R^eprtfTentatives clectdd^' 
as before ciirecteA, being' rhei;;flaa5l have po\^efi 
to ad diinifter the folio wihg oath^toeach otjier^ 
and they or any other Member, being fo fworif, 
fliall in the Houfe adtnlniftfer^hc • oath to aSf 
other Mbmb^s that attend, ia^order tii.qu^fify 
dse^v^td^takejQieiir-ftatSyvizJ, '* loi. ..: , j. : -x;:Ij 

«* I, A. B. do folcmnly fwear, that J *^fl|) 
b^r tfije al%^f;eta;tbp Siafc of Cie 
wlUl^f Bly,pe?|orro the. truflpcpof^i^^ itic ;, an)i, 
that I will execute the fame to the bfift;o£ojj^ 
]tnow)[edgf , for the benefit, of thi^ State^ ^nd 
the fupport ftf the .Conftitutio;! : thereof j .a^id 
that Ih^vp obtained ipy el^flion- .without fraud 
or bribe wjnqt^yer, Sp help nje,<jodr/' ' 

XVI. The Continental pcjcgjues fhalf be 
gppointe^ .?innually b;r ballo^^ apd.iP»a|l,hay;«.a 
r\ght ,jo fit, debate, and vm^ \x^ ^tjie .Hpu^ 
of Affcflibly, afld be dej?ip.edr a .part thereof ; 
fub]c£t, however, "tp the rcgjijlfi^o^s contained 
in the twelftli jrticje of the Confederation of 
jhe ijn.iled St^tp.s,, .^ ,■..-,--:• ■ - 

under this State, br any perfou jbearii;|g.anyniiri-t 
lafy commifCon under this of any oUier Statefor 
' ' A a States, 



1 . 1 
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States* except Officers of thc< Militi^ fliall h^ 
elcdtcd ^ Reprefe^tativp.. : Ap^ ifapy.^opjo^ 
i^AtaJiiye ihall bp. appoiatfs^ |o%a{iy place of 

^Fpfit^ ©i: miiitairy ©wun^ipn;, ^y^rI^ ho iball 

accept, hi$ (^^t,{kid}A jpfim^^iatfliy. bfjcp^e y^-, 
c^r^t, apd.he^iO^^Lbe inc^^ re-ele(aiw^ 

. IBy this? af:trde(.l(;!ii not; to be iindef Aogk)^ 
|hat the office of a JafU(;e!€>f therPea^Cp jsia poft 

^ HVm, No^cH&nihd!>%bia-^fetl^ 
6ffit6 of profit lil^cr this -State,- at one aini-th* 

kittle- til^e. ' v- '' ../ •J.'ii -J:;.: : . • 

"%lt, Tlrc'Odvernor iaH^' v^itfi the advice 
fifthe Etecutive doundt, exeteift thfeekecu-r 

r • ♦ • • t ♦ • - » , 

tm pbwfef s ' ttf gbvernmehr, acCprdihg tb ;thd 
laws of tills State, and the ConflltutibA therer 
of J *favd only- in the qa{e pf pardons ihd'rcs 
/hfifion of 'fiiies' Which h^ illaff'lti no iHliahce 
gfkilt I Ijut h6 ftiay reprieve « criipiiniil, oi^fuf^ 
p^nd a' int; 'Unit iltee' mietiilg'af 'the Aflfembiy; 
W« rrtay"*dfctiettiiiiies' thereih' as'th'tfy (half j udge 

XX. The Governor, with* "^t^e^ advice of ihi 

Ejjecutive C6uncil;inan nave power to call the 

-a5" aV'' >.;:kiJ/4^-d v' ^'^'i 7Si^io ^'Ji.^'f' uiU" r * . 
Houle of Aflembiy tQ^ethpr, upon, any emer- 

^ . . A g^«^^ 
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^ficyi dbcforc the timer ^bic^ tlfey fiand adf 

joiii?iiid:rta.;.. ^ *: ■■•-■> ■ ' r;-""'^- ^ " '-t 

XXI^.Thc GovoOTOCy withiheiudvice of tht 

Exsctitshre Council^ ihdl fill up ^rnttermedil- 
^e vacancips that fhiall hapyieh oinf : bffidesr tiM 
jfefae next gentekl dekSUoni^ : ' aiuLaJi i i(5:$tbixiiifii(Sfi|5 
cml and militarj jEhotl Iseddbefdl ByotSe Cbver^^ 
nor, ixrider hb haAdy^^lf{icthr6¥e»tI^i^i df th^ 

- •XXlfe The 'Governor ma jr pfefide in thfe 
#*feiJuti'*e'Co\incir at 'aJl' ■tihleS,^"eircfept wHtfh 

thdy are taking 'into "confidefaaon, apd per- 
uung the laws and ordinances offered to them 
oy the Houfe of Aflembly. 

XXfll. The tjovernor fhalT b^ dbofen an.- 

nually by ballot, and ihall not^ be f^i^ible to 
the faid office for jnorp^ than pne year out of 
three, nbrftatl he hold any military cprp-t 
miilidiv under any 6thcr Statp or States. 

The Gdverndr fliall rende at Tuch place as 
thfe Houfe of Aflerhbly for the time being fhall 
appoint. 

-XilV. TKe Gbvernor'i oatb : ■ '"-" ' , 

** I>, A. B. elefted Governor of the State of 

Gfebr^ia^ by^'theReprefentatives thereof, do fo- 

Icmnly'promife and fwear, that Twill, during 

. , A a 2 the 
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the term of: my appointment, ta; the beft Of 
my fkill and judgement, execute the faid offic? 
faithfully and • cdnfoientioufly, ackording to 
Idvr, withooit favour, .affe<fHbfl, ot partiality; 
(that I willtofdie utnifafl: o£ my power fupr 
^prt» maintai&Vahd: defend :the State of Georgiaj, 
^nd t^^CoaftitotioQ of ifhd.Tame.; and ufe.my 

Htrnpft piidfiW^ars tp protpfit .the pcople.thcre- 
of in the fccure enjoyment pf all their rights, 
.liancJbiiis .ai>4 .privileges ;; and that the kwsi 
and prdJAaAPcs qf the State ;bj: ;daly obfervedj 
and that law and juftice in mercy be excciitc^ 
in all judgments. And I dp further foleninly 
promife and Twear, that I will peaceably and 

quietly rpfign^ the government to whif h { have 
teen elected, at the period to whiqh qiy con- 
thiuance in the faid office is limited by the 

' • ' ' . t 

Conftitution. And laflly, I , dp s^lfo folemnly 
fwear, that I have not accepted of the govern- 
ment, whcreunto I am elected, contrary ^otho 
articles of this Conflitution.> So h^lp me. 
God,' 

This oath to ht adminiftered to him by the 
Speaker of the Aflcmbly. 

The fariie oath to be adminiftefcd by the 
Speaker to the Prefident of the Council. ^ 

« a * 

Nq 



<50NSt ftUTtoK OF GEORGIA. 357 

t^o perfon ihaill be eligible to the 6ffidc ot 
Governor, who haa not refided three* years iii 
this State, 

XXV. The Executive Council (hall meet the 
day after their eledlion, and proceed to th^ 
* choice of a Prefident out of their own bodj^i 
they (hall have power to appoint their own of* 
ficers, and fettle their own rules of proceedings. 
-^ The Council fhall always vote by counties^ 
and not individually^ 

XXVL Every Councillor, jbeipg prefenti 
(hall have power of ehtering his proteft againft 
any meafures in Council he has not confented 
to, provided he dofes it within three days. 

XXVII. During the fitting of the Affem- 
bly, the whole of the Executive Council ihall 
attend, unlefs prevented by ficknefs, . or fonmc 
other urgent neceffity ; and in that cafe> a ma** 
jority of the Council iliall make a Board, to 
cxaniinc the laws and ordinances fent them by 
the Houle of Aflembly 5 atad all laWsahd or- 
dinances fent to the Council (hall be returned 
in five dayis after, with their remarks thereon. 
' XXVlIi: A Committee from the Council 
fent with any propofcd amendments to any 
law or ordinance, fhall deliver their rcafons 

A a 3 for 
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Cor fueb propofisd amesvknetits^ fitting aod co- 
vered J . the whole Houftf at that time, except 
the Speaker, uncovered. 
. XXIX." The Prcfident of the Executive 
(^OunciU ii3. the abfence or ficknefs of the Go^ 
yernor> iball exercifi^ til the powers of the 
Cfovcrnor.. " ' ' 

. XXX^ When any affair that requires fccrecy 
ihall be laid before the Governor and the Exe- 
cutive Council, it fhall t>e the duty of the 
Governot, iand he is hereby obliged, to admi- 
nifter the following oath, viz.' 

^* I, A. B. , do fblemnly fwpar, that any 
bufinefs that /hall be at jthis time CQmmuni- 
cated'to the Council, I wjll not, in any man? 
ner wTiatever, ' either by fpeaking, writing, or 
btherwife, rev?al the fame to any perfon what- 
ever^ unprieave given by the Cc^uncil, or when 
• *,'*» '».»... • •' -* • • 

called upon, by the Houfe of Affembly ; and 

all this I Avear without a/iy refervation what- 

. . •* • fc • . • 

ever. So help me, Gpd-" . 

And the famp .oath fhaU be adminiftered to 

the Secretary, . and otl^ejc officers qeceffary to 
carry the bufinefs into execution. 

3fXXI, 
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XXXI. The executive power (hall exifti tiU 
renewed^ as pointed out by the rules of . thi^ 
Conftitution. 

XXXII. In all tranfaaions between the Ic* 
glUative and executive bodies> the fame {hkli 
be communicated by meflage, to be delivered 
from^ the legiflative body to the Governor^ or 
Executive Council, by a Committee i and from 
the Governor to the Houfe of AlTcmbly, by 
the Secretary of the Council; and from the 
Executive Council, by a Committee of the 

faid Council. 

XXXIII. The Governor for the time be- 
ing (hall be- Captain- general and Comtnandcr 
in Chief over all the militia, and other mili* 
tary ^nd naval forces, belonging to this State, 

XXXIV. All militia commiflions (hall fpe- 
cify> that the perfon commiflioncd (hall conti- 
nue during good behaviour* 

XXXV. Every county in this State that has. 

Of hereafter may have, two hundred and fifty 
men, and upwards, able to bear arms, (hall 
beforriied into a battalion j and when they be- 
come too numerous for one battalion, they 
iliall be formed into more, by bill of the legi- 
ikture ; and thofe counties that have a If fs 

A a 4 number 
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number than two hundred and fifty^ ibalt be 
formed into independent companies. / 

XXXVI . There (hall be eftabliOicd in each 
county a court, to be called a Superior Court, 
to be held twice in each year, on the firft Tuef- 
]day in March, in the county of Chatham. 

The Xecoiid Tuefday in March, in the coun- 
ty of Effingham. 
, The third Tuefday in March, in the county 

of. Burke. 

« 

The fourth Tuefday in March, in the coun- 
ty of Richmond. 

The next Tuefday, in the county of Wilkes : 
And Tuefday fortnight, in the county of 
Liberty. 

The next Tuefday, in the county of Glyn t 
And next Tuefday, in the county of Cam- 
den. 

The like courts to commence in Odobcr, 
and continue as above. 

XXXVII. All caufesand matters of difputc 
between anyparties refiding in^the fame county, 

-to be tried within the county. l( 

- -XXXVIII. All matters of difputc between 

' contending parties refiding in different coun- 
ties, fliall be tried in the county where the de- 
fendant refides ; except in cafes df real cftates> 

which 



^ 
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which (hall be tried 'u\, the copnty where fuch 
x:eal eflate lies« . 

XXXIX. All matters of breach of the 

• ' ' ' > 

peace, felony,, murder, and treafdn 'againfl: the 

State, to be tried in the county where the 

crime was committed. Allmatters of difputc, 

both civil and criniind, in any county where 

there is not afufEcient number of inhabitants 

to form a court, fliall'be tried in the next kd- 

jacent county where a court is held. 

XL. All caufes, of what nature foevcr, fhall 

be tried in the Superior Court, except as here- 
after mentioned ; which court (hall confift of 
the Chicf-j uftice, and three or more of the Juf- 
tices refiding in the county. In cafe of the ab- 
fence of the Chief-juftice, the fenior Juftice 
on the bench fhall adl a$ Chief-juftice, with the 
Clerk of the county. Attorney for the State, 
Sheriff, Coroner, Conftable, and the jurors. 
And in^afc of the abfence of any of the afore- 
mentioned officers, the Juftices on the bench to 
appoint others ini|their room^re; tempore. And 
if any plaintiff or defendant in civil caufes 
ihall be diflatisfied with the determination of 
the jury, then, and in that cafe, they fhall be 
at liberty within three days to enter an appeal 
from that verdid, and demand a new trial by 

a fpe- 
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a fpccial jury, to be nominated as follows, 
viz. each party, plain tiiF and defendant, fliall 
chufe fix, fix . more names ihall be taken in- 
differently out of a box provided for that pur- 
pofe, the whole eighteen to be fummoned, 
and their names to be put together into the 
box, and the firft twelve that are drawn out. 
being pfefent, fhall be the fpecial jury to try 
the caufe, and from which there can be no 
appeal. 

. XLL The jury (ball be judges of the law^ 
"US well as of fa<^, and fhall not be allowed to 
bring in a fpecial verdiift j but if all or any of. 
thejury have any; doubts concerning points of 
law, they {hall apply to the bench, who flull 
each of them in rotatiim give their opinion* 

XLIL Thejury (hall be fworn to bring in a 
yerdid according to law, and the opinion they 
entertain of the evidence ; provided it be not 
repugnant to the rules and regulations con- 
tained in this Conftitution. 

XLIII.^Th? fpecial jury ftiall be fworn. t(^ 
•bring in a verdid according to law, <aiid the ^j 
opinion they entertained of the evidence, pro- 
vided it benot repugnant to juftice, equity and 
cpnfcience, and the rules and regulations, ijosfl^ 

tained 
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tiined in this Conftitutioiij of vvhich tikty 
Ihall judge- 

« XLIV- Captures both by fca and land to be 
tried in the county where fuch (hall be carried 
in : a fpecial court to be called by the Chicf- 
j uftice, or, in his abfence, by the then fenior 
Juftice in faid county, upon application of the 
captors or claimants, which caufe fliall be de* 
termined within the fpace of ten days. The 
mode of proceeding and appeal fliall be the 
fame as in the Superior Courts, unlefs after the 
fecond trial an appeal is made to the Continen-^ 
tal Congrefs; and thediftanceof time between 

* 

the firft and fecond trial fliall not exceed four- 
teen days ; and all maritime caufes to be tried 
in like manner. 

XLV. No. grand-jury fliall confifl: of left 
than eighteen; and twelve may find a bill. 

XLVI. That the Court of Confcience be 
continued as heretofore pradtifed, and that the 
j urifdiftion thereof be extended to try caufes^ 
not amounting to more than ten pounds. 

XLVII. All executions exceeding . five 
pounds, except in the cafe of a court merchaat, 
fliall be flayed until the firftMonday in March ;. 
provided fccurity be given for debts and cofts. 

XL VIII. All 
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m * * 

; XLVIIL- All the cofts attending any adliofi 
in the Superior Court (hall not exceed the fum of 
tbtee pourids^ -and that no Caafe be allowed to 

« 

depend in the Superior Court longer thaa two 
terms. 

XLIX. Every officer of the State fhall be 
liable to be called to account by the Houie of 

Aflcmbly. r, 

« 

L. Every county fliall keep the public re- 
cords belonging to the fame ; and authenticat- 
ed copies of the feveral records, now in the 
poflefllon of this State, {hall be made out^ and 
depofited in that county to which they 
belong. 

LI. Eftates (hall not be entailed ; and whe» 
a-perfon dies inteftate, his or her eftate (hall be 
divided, according to the Aft of diftribution 
made in the reign of Charles the Second i un- 
Icfs otherwife altered by any future Adt of the 

« 

leeiflature. . : . 

LII.. A: Regiftfr.of Probates (hall be ap-^ 
pQthted by the Jegiflature in every, county, for 
proving wills, and granting ktters of admi* 
Qiftraiion. 



» > 
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LI 11. All civH officers in each county fliall 
be annually' clefted on the day of the general 
election, except Jciftices of the Peace^ and Rc^ 
giftcrs of Probatds, who fball be appointed by 
the Houfe of Aflembly, 

f • r •" * f - 

lAY. Schools fhall be ereded in each coun.tVy. 
and fupport^d at the general cxpencc of ^thft 
Sfpjp, jis the legiflatqre ihall her-e^tcr point 
put, . . . ^ 

. XrV. A^Q^rtrhoufe and gaoj fhaU be eredlcd) 
sirt the:pubUc «pcjicc in eacbcoointy^ whereithtf 
prefent,Co;ivdntion, or. the future Icgiflatorej 
<h.aU p0ipt cjHt. md dire^ : I :>ri , -: ; :.: : yii 

LVI. All perfons whatever (hall have tlie 
free exercife of their religion:) provided it be 
not repugnant to the peac^ and- fafety of the^ 
§tate ; ^afld fhali not, w^l^ft-^c.tt^iftrft. fupport 
any teacher Qr.fewciwi's, dpccpC^thofc of tbeif- 
own pro/cflion, - ,. ,.t^ 

LVir. Thc^Qmt 3e,il of. the State. QizW 
have the following device : pn o»<p fide a fcroll, 

whereon fhali. be engraved* TJke: Conjiitiition of^ 
the State of Georgia^ and the motto, Fro^ bono 
publico I on the other fiBe aii elegant hbufe and 

^ - ^ * ' other 
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Other buildltigs^ fields :p£ cpr^, and.mea* 
dows covered with ftiepp -^pd cattk ; a xU 

vcr running thro* the faa>e^ with a , ihip un- 

* • * ■ 

der full fail^ and the motto^ Deus nobis bac^ 
etia fecit. 

LVIIL, No perfon ftialL be allowed to plead 
iii the courts of law in this State, except thofe 
who are authorifed fo to do by the Houfc of Af- 
fcmbly; and if any perfon fo authoriftd lliall Be 
found guilty of mal-pradice before the Houle 
of Aflianbly^ they fhall h^ve power tafuipend 
thens^* This is not intended to exclude any 
peribn from that inherent privilege' ^P every 
freeman, the liberty to plead bis own 
caiife, ' . . — ' {:/ : 

LIX* Exceffiv/$ fines ihall flotbe levied, ncu; 
exce^ye bail ^eaaandjsd. \ 

LX* The principles of the Habdas^ Corpus^ 
AQi jflhall be parc ^f Jtbis CoA^ku tion ^ ^ 

LXI. Freedom of the prcfs,' and trial by 
jiiryi. to remarift ihvi^ate fd^everl- ■' ^* 

• LXn, No Clergyman, of any denomination, 
ihaH be allowed a k^t in the legiflatiire. 

LXIII. No alteration fhall be made in thi*^ 
Conftitution without petitions from a majority 

of 
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of the counties, and the voters in each county 
within this State ; at which time the Aflem- 
biy (hall order a Convention to be called for 
that purpofe, fpecifying the alterations to be 
made, according to the petitions preferred to 
the AfTembly by the majority of the counties 
as aforefaid. 



END of the CONSTITUTIONS. 
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TREATIES 

I 

BETWEEN 

His most CHRISTIAN MAJESTY 

AND 

Thb thirteen united STATES 

OF AMERICA. 

TREATY g/* Amity ^W Commerce. 

LOUIS, hy tbt Grace of God, King of France 
and Navarre, to all who fiall fee thefe prefentSj 
Greeting : 

^jTflE Congrefs of the Thirteen United States of 
fJarth' America Jbavhig; hy their Plenipotentiaries r^- 

Jiding at Paris^ notified their defire to efiahlifh with 
us and our States a good underfianding and perfeSt 
torrefpondencCy and having for that purpofe propefid 
to conclude with us a Treaty of Amity and Com- 
merce : fVe having thought it our duty to give to the 
faid States a fenfihle proof of our affeSion^ determin-^ 
ijfg us to accept of their propofals : For thefe caufes^ 
and other good conjiderations us thereunto moving^ we^ 
repojing entire confidence in the abilities and experience^ 
zeal fnd fidelity fqr our fervice^ of our dear and be^ 
loved Conrad Alexander Gerard, Royal Syndic of the 
Oty of Stra/bourg^ and Secretmy of our Council of State ^ 

D d have 
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iave nominatedy appmieJ, and cofnmijjioned^ and kf 
tbefe prefentSy fig^^d with our band, do nominate^ ap^ 
point y and commij/ion bim cur Plenipotentiary^ gi'oing 
him power and fpedal command for us and in our name^ 

to agree upon, conclude and fign wilb the Plenipotenti- 
aries of the United States y equally furnified in due form 
With full powers y fuch Treaty , Convention , and Articles 
of Commerce and Navigation as bejhall think proper ; 
willing that he ail with the fame authority as we might 
or could affj if we were perfonally prefent, and even 
as though he had more fpecial command than what is 
herein contained \ promifing in good faith , apd on the 
word of a King, to agree to, confirm, and ^ailifb for 
ever, and to accomplifh and execute punHually, all that 
our faid dear and beloved Conrad Alexander Gerard 
fhall fiipulate and fign, by virtue of the prefent power ^ 
without contravening it in any manner, or fuffering it 
to be contravened for any caufe^ or under any pretext 
wbatfoever*, and alfo to ratify the fame in due form^ 
and caufe our ratification to be delivered and excba^ed 
in the time that Jf all be agreed on. For fuch is our plea-^ 

» 

fure. In teftimony whereof we have hereunto fet our 
feaL Done at Verfailles this thirtieth day of January, 
in the year of our Lord one thoufand feven hundred and 
feventy- eight, and the fourth year of our reign. 

(Signed) 
(L.SO LOUIS. 

(Underneath) By the King. 

GRAVIERvde VERGENNES. 

XHE 
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T' R E A T Y. 

THE Mod Chriftian King, and the Thir- 
teen United States of North America, 
to wit, Ncw-Hampfhirc, Maflachufctt's -bay, 
Rhodc-Illand, Conneiflicut, New- York, New- 
Jcrfey, Pennfylvania, Delaware, Maryland, 
Virginia, North-Carolina, South- Carolina, and 
Georgia, willing to fix in an equitable and per- 
manent manner, the rules which ought to be 
followed relative to the correfpondence and 
commerce which the two parties defire to efta- 
bliih between their refpedive countries, ftates 
and fubjefts 5 his Mod Chriftian Majefty and 
the faid Uni^ted States have judged that the faid 
end could not be better obtai-ned, than by tak- 
ing for the bafis of their agreement the 
moft perftft equality and reciprocity, and by 
carefully avoiding all thofe burthenibme pre- 
ferences which are ufualty fburces ofdebate« 
cmbarraflment, and difcontent ; by leaving alfo 
each party at liberty to make refpedting naviga- 
tion and commerce thofe interior regulations 
which it ihall find moft convenient to itfelf^ 

D d 2 and 
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and by founding the advantage of comnnerce 
folely upon reciprocal utility, and the juft rules 
of free intercourfc ; rcfcrving withal to each 
party the liberty of admitting^ at its pleafurc, 
other ^nations to a participation of the fanac ad- 
vantages. It is in the fpirit of this intention, 
and to fulfil thefe views, that his faid Majcfty 
having named and appointed for his plenipo- 
tentiary Conrad Alexander Gerard^ Royal Syndic 
of the city of Strasbourg, Secretary of his Ma- 
jefty's Council of State ; and the United States 
on their part having fully empowered Benjamin 
Franklin^ Deputy from the State of Pennfylva- 
nia to the General Congrefs^ and Prefident to 

the convention of the faid State ; Silas Deane^ 
late Deputy from the State of ConBedlicut to 
the faid Congrefs ; and Arthur Lee, Counfclior 
at Law: the faid refpedive Plenipotentiaries, 
after exchanging their powers, and after ma- 
ture deliberation, have concluded and agreed 
upon the following artiqles : 

ARTICLE I. 

There {hall be a firm, inviolable and univcr- 
fal peace, and a true and fincere friendfhip, 
between the Moft Chriftian King, his heirs 
and fucceflbrs, and the United States of Ame- 
rica, 
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rica, and the fabjefts of the Moft Ghriftiaa 
King and of the faid States, and between tho 
counlries, iflands, cities and towns iituate un- 

dcr the jurifdiiSion of the Moft Chriftian King 
and of the faid United States, and' the people 
and inhabitants of every degree, without excep- 
tion of perfons or places, and the terms herein 
after 'mentioned fball be perpetual between the 

Moft Chriftian King, his heirs apd fucceiTorSt 
and the faid United State$, 

ARTICLE II, 

Xhe Moft Chriftian King and the United 
States engage mutually not to grant any partis- 
crular favour to other nations, in refped of 
pommerce and navigation, which' (hall not 
imnniediately become common to the other par- 
ty,, jsyhp ftiall enjoy the fame favour freely, if 
the conceffion was freely made, or on allowing 

the fame compenfation, if the conceffion was 

'•.'■' ' ' ' 

conditional. 

A R T I q LB m. 

The fpbjeas of the Moft Chriftian King (hall 
pay ia the ports, havens, roadsi countries, 
iflands, cities or towns of the United States, of 
any of them, no other or greater dtft^es or im- 

D d 3' pofts. 
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pofts» of what nature focvcr they may be, or 
by what name focvcr called, than thofe which 
the nations moft favoured are or (hall be oblig<> 
cd to pay j and they fhall enjoy all the rights, 
liberties, privileges, immunities, and exemp* 
tions in trade, navigation and commerce^ whe- 
ther in pafling from one port in the faid States 
to another, or in going to and from the fame, 
from and to' any part of the worlds which tho 
(aid nations do or fhall enjoy. 

ARTICLE IV. 

The fubjeds, people and inhabitants of thq 
faid United States, and eaci) of them, ihall not 
pay in the ports, havens, roads, iflands, cities 
and places under the domination of his Moft 
Chriftian Majefty in Europe, any other or 
greater duties or impofts, of what nature fo" 
ever they may be, pr by what name focvcr 
called, than thofe which the moft favoured 
nations are or (hall be obliged to pay ; and they 
(hall enjoy all the rights, liberties, privileges, 
imniunities, and exemptions in trade, nftviga<r 
tion an4 commerce, whether in paffing from 
one port in the faid dominions in Europe to 
another^ or in going to and froni the fame, 

from 
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from and to any part of the worlds which the 
£ud nations dg or {ball enjoy. 

ARTICLE V. 

In tfic above exemption is partlcuUrly com- 
prized the impofition of one hundred fous per 
ton, eftablifhed in France on foreign fhips, 
unlefs when the fliips of the United States 
Ihall load with the merchandize pf France, for 
another port of the faid dominions ; in which 
cafe the (hips (hall pay the duty above-men^ 
tioned, fo long as other nations the moft fa<- 
voufcd fliall be obliged to pay it ; but it is 
tmderftood, that the faid United States, or any 
of them, are at liberty, when they (hall judge 
it proper, to e(labli(h a duty equivalent in the 
fame cafe. 

A R T I C L E VJ. 

. The Moft Chriflian King (hall endeavour, 
^y all. the means in his power, to proteA an<i 
^<)fei)d all veifels and the effeds belonging to 
the i»h}c&s, people or inhabitants of the faid 
ynited States, or any of theai, being in his 
port3, ha\ens or roads, or on the feas near his 
(rountries, iilands, cities or towns ; and to rcr 
cpver and reftore to the right owners, their 

D d 4 agents J 
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Agents or attornies, all fuch veflels and effeds 
which fhall be taken within fais * j urif<li&iQn ; 
and the fhips of war of his Mod Chriftian 
Majcfty, or any convoy failing under his au- 
thority, fhall upon all occafions take under 
their protedlion all veflels belonging to the 
fubjefls, people, or inhabitants of the faicf 
United States, or aay of them, and holdinj; 
the fame courfe, or going the feme way, and 
ihall defend fuch veiTels as long as they hold 
the fame courfe, or go the fam^ way^ againft 

* * - * • ^ 

all attacks, forccor violence, in the fame man-^ 
ner as they ought te protect and defend tbfi 

veffels belongine to the fubje<S^ of the Moft 

. • - * ■ « » - 

Chriftian King. . . 

ARTICLE VII. 

In like manner the faid United States, and 

their fhips of \V'ar failifig* linger their autho- 

wty, 'fhall'proteft ihd Hdfehd, cdnformably to 

rfre tenor >3f %e preceding article, all ^hfclrcf- 

jfcls and effeds belonging to' the fubje^ oF ^t 

Moft-Chrlftiin Kihg, and ufeilltiieir tydea'^ 

vburs to refcover, and caufe t6\t f^fto'red, tJft 

faid vcfTels and effeds that* IKafl liave ^'B^ft 

taken within the jiirifdidioh bf theTaid t7mlc4 

State's, or any of them. / ' '" 

'' ARTICLE 
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ARTICLE VIII, 

The Moft Chriftian King will employ his 
good offices and injterpofitions with the King 
or Emperor of Morocco or Fez ; the Regencies 
of Algiers, Tunis and Tripoly, or with any of 
them ', and alfo with every other Prince, State 
or Power, of the coaft of Barbary in Africa, 
and the fubjefts of the faid King, Emperor, 
States and Powers, and each of them, in ordcc 
to provide as fully and cfficacioufly as poflible 
for the benefit, conveniency and fafety of the 
faid. United States, and each of them, their 
fubjeds, people and inhabitants, and their 
veflels and efFedts, againft all violence, infults 
attacks or depredations, on the part of the faid 
Princes and States of Barbary, or their fubjeds* 

. . A R T I C L E IX. 

The fubjeds, inhabitants, merchants, com* 
manders of fliips, mailers and mariners of tli^ 
Stai;es, Provinces and Dominions of each partfr 
rcfpedivoly, fliall abftain and forbear to fiflj {9 
all places poffeffed, or which fhall be pof* 
kifcd), by the other party 5 the Moft ChriiV 
tian King's ful^eds {hall not fi(h in the ha- 
y<ri5,.bftyB, creeksi ro&ds, coafts or places which 
the faid United States hold, or (hall hereafter 
h(^d I i^id in like manner the fubje<as, people 

and 
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and inhabitants of the United States fhall not 

£fh in the havens, bays, creeks, roads, coafls 
or places, which the Moft Chriftian King pof- 

feflcs, or {hall hereafter poiTefs ; and if any 
fhip or veflel fhall be found fifliing contrary 
to the tenor of this treaty, the faid fliip or 
veflel with its lading, (proof being made there- 
of ) (hall be confifcatcd : it is however under- 
ftood, that the exdufion ftipulated in the prcfent 
article (hall take place only fb long and fo far 
as the Moft Chriftian King or the United States 
ihall not in this refpedt have granted an exempt 
^n to fome other nation. 

ARTICLE X. 

- The United States, their citizens and inhabit 
tarits, (hall never difturb the fubjeds of the 
Moft Chriftian King in the enjoyment and ex- 
crcile of the right of fi(hing on the Banks of 
Niwfoundknd, nor in the indefinite and exclu- 
fiVfe tight which belongs to them on that part 
6f the coaft of that Ifland which is defigned by 
the treaty of Utrecht, nor in the right relative 
to all and each of the Ifles which belong to his 
Moft Chriftian Majdly, the whole conform- 
able to the l^ue fenfe of the treaties of Utrecht 
ftnd Paris. . 

- ^ A R T Ir 
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A R T I C L E XL 

The fubjefls and inhabitants of the faid 
United States, or any of them, fhalt not be 
reputed aubains in France, and confequcntly 
fhall be exempted from the droit daubaine^ or 
other fimilar duty, under what name foevcr : 
they may by te (lament, donation, or othetwifc# 
difpofe of their goods, moveable and immove- 
able, in favour of fuch perfons as to them (hall 
fcem good i and their heirs, fubjects of the 

United States, refiding whether in France or 
elfewhere, may fucceed them, db intefiati 
without being obliged to obtain letters of na- 
turalization, and without having the efFcft of 
this conceflion conteftcd or impeded, under 
pretext of any rights or prerogatives of pro- 
vinces, cities, or private perfons ; and the faid 
heirs, whether fuch by particular title, ox ak 
intejiati ihall be exempted from the 4uty called 
droit de detraction^ or othef duty of the fame 
kind; faving neverthelefs the local rights or 
duties, as much and a$ long as fimilar ones 
are not eftabliihed by the United States, or -any 
of them. The fubjcdls of the Moft Chriftia^i 
King fhall enjoy dn their part, in all the domi- 
liions of the £ud StatQs, an entire and perfedl re- 

ciprocity. 
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ciprocity» relative to the {lipulations contained 
in the * prefent article : but it is at the fame 
time agreed, that its contents (hall not affedths 
laws made^ or that may be made hereafter in 
France, again (I emigrations, which ihall remain 
in all their force and vigour ; and the United 
States, on their part, or any of them, ihall be 
at liberty to cmSt fuch laws, relative to that 
matter, a6 to them fhall feem proper. 

ARTICLE Xlh 

The merchaat-ihips of^ either of the parties, 
which (hall be making into a port belonging 
to the enemy of the other ally, and concerning 
vifhofe voyage aQd thefpdcics of goods on board 
her there fliall be juft grounds of fufpicion, 
iha^ b^ obliged to exhibit, as well upon the 
high feas.as in the ports and havens, not only 
;}i|sr-j\a|rpoirts, but likewife certificates, cxprefsly 
^Qwing that her goods are not of the number 
of thofe which have been prohibited as con* 
traband. . . 

^•:' A R.T I C L E XIII. 

^^' If^ by exhibiting of the above faid certifi* 

'catcs, the other party difcover there are any 

6f thofe forts of goods which are prohibited 

aiid declared cotitraband, andlcdnfigned for ta 

'' • /' port 
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port under the obedience of his enemy, it (hall 
not be lawful to break up the hatches of fuch 
fliip, or to open any cheft, coffers, packs, 
cafks, or any other veffel found therein, or to 
remove the fmalleft parcel of her goods', 
whether fuch fhip belong to the fubjefts of 
France or the inhabitants of the faid United 
States, unlcfs the lading be brought on ftiorc, 
in the prefence of the OiEcers of the Court 
of Admiralty, and an inventory thereof made • 
but there (hall be no allowance to fell, ex- 
change, or alienate the fame in any manpcr, 
until that after due and lawful procefs (hall 
have been had againfl: fuch prohibited :goods, 
and the Court of Admiralty {hall, by a fen- 
tence pronounced, have con£fcated the^ fatnc, 
faving always as well the (hip itfelf, as any 
other goods found therein, which by this Treaty 

are to be efteemed free; neither may they be 
detained on pretence of their being as it were 
infected by the prohibited goods, much lels 
fhall they be confifcated as lawful prize. But 
if not the whole cargo, but only part thereof 
ihaU coniift of prohibited or contraband 
goods, and the commander of theihip ihall 
be ready and willing to deliver them to the 

captor 
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captor who has difcovcrcd them ; in fuch cafe 
the. captor having received thofe ^oods, fhal! 
forthwrith difcharge the (hip^ and not hinder 
her by any means freely to profecute the voyage 
CD which fhe was bound. But in cafe the 
contraband merchandizes cannot be all re- 
ceived on board the veflcl of the captor, 
then .the captor may, notwithftanding the 
offer of delivering him the contraband goods, 
carry the veflcl into the neareft port, agree- 
able tQ what is above direded* 

A R T I C L E 14. 

On the contrary, it is agreed, that whatever 
ihall be found to be laden by the fubjeds and 
inhabitants of either party, or any (hip belong- 
ing to the enemies of the other, or to their 
fubjeds, the whole, although it be not of 
the fort of prohibited goods, may be confif- 
cated in the fame manner as if it belonged to 
the enemy, except fuch goods and merchan- 
dize as were put on board fuch fhip before 
the declaration of war, or even after fuch 
-declaration, if fo be it were done without 
knowledge of fuch declaration ; fo that the 
.goods of the fubjcfts and people of eithci;^party, 

whether 
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whether they be of the nature of fuch as arc 
prohibited or otherwife, which, as is afore- 
faid, were put on board any flhip belonging 
to an enemy before the war, or after the decla- 
ration of the fame, without the knowledge of 
it, fhall no ways be liable to confifcation, but 
(hall well and truly be reftored without delay 
to the proprietors demanding the fame ; but 
fo as that if the faid merchandizes be contra* 
band, it fhall not be any ways lawful to carry 
them afterwards to any port belonging to the 
enemy. The two contrafting parties agree, 
that the term of two months being paflcd 
after the declaration of war, their refpedivc 
fubjefts, from whatever part of the world 
they come, fliall not plead the ignorance 
mentioned in this article. 
* 

ARTICLE XV. 

And that more efFeftual care may be taken 
for the fccurity of the fubjedls and inhabitants 
of both parties, that they fuffer no injury by 
the men of war or privateers of the other par- 
ty, all the commanders of the (hips of his Moft 
Chriftian Majefty and of the faid United States 
and all their fubjed:s and inhabitants, /hall be 

forbid 
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forbid doing any injury or damage to the other 
fide ; and if they a6l to the contrary they fhall 
be punifhed, and ihall moreover be bound to 
make fatisfa<Stion for all matter of damage, and 
the intereft thereof, by reparation, under the 
pain and obligation of their perfons and goods. 

ARTICLE XVr. 

All fhips and merchandize of what nature 
foevcr, which (hall be rcfcued out of the hands 
of any pirates or robbers on the high feas, fliall 
be brought into jfome port of cither State, 
and fliall be delivered to the cuftody of the 
officers of that port, in order to be reflorcd 
entire to the true proprietor, as foon as due 

and fufficient proof fliall be made concerning 
the property thereof. 

ARTICLE XVIL 

It fliall be lawful for the fliips of war of either 
party, and privateers, freely to carry whithcr- 
foever they pleafe the fliips and goods taken 
from their enemies, without being obliged to 
pay any duty to the officers of the Admiralty, 
or any other judges; nor fliall fuch prizes be 
arrefted or feized when thev come to and enter 
the port of each party • nor fliall the fearchers 

or 
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or other officers of thofe places fearch the fame, 
or make examination concerning the lawful- 
nefs of fuch prizes ; but they may hoift fail at 
any time, and depart, and carry their prizes 
to the places exprefled in their commiffions, 
which the commanders of fuch fhips of war 
fhall be obliged to fhew. On the contrary, 
no (helter or refuge fhall be given in their ports 
to fuch as fhall have made prizes of the fub- 
jedts, people, or property of either of the par- 
ties ; but if fuch fhall come in, being forced 
by ftrefs of weather, or the danger of the fea, 

all proper means fhall be vigoroufly ufed, that 
they go out and retire from thence as foon as 

pofGble. 

ARTICLE XVIir. 

If any fhip belonging to either of the parties, 
their people, or fubjeds, fhall within the coafls 
or dominions of the other, Aick upon the fands> 
or be wrecked or fuffer any other damage, all 
friendly affiflance and relief fhall be given to 
the pcrfons fhip wrecked, or fuch as fhall be in 
danger thereof. And letters of fafe-condudl 
fhall likcwife be given to them for their free 
and quiet pafTage from thence, and the return 
pf every one to his own country. 

E e A R T I- 
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ARTICLE XIX. 
In cafe the fubjefts and inhabitants of cither 
party, with their Clipping, whether public and 
of war, or private and of merchants, be forced 
through ftrefs of weather, purfuil of pirates or 
enemies, or any other urgent ncceffity, for fcek* 
ing of fhelter and harbour, to retreat and enter 
into any of the rivers, bays, roads, or ports be- 
longing to the other party, they fhall be received 
and treated with all humanity and kindnefs,and 
enjoy all friendly protedion and help ; and they 
{hall be perniitted to refrefh and provide thcm- 
felves at reafonable rates with vi(ftuals and all 
things needful for the fuftenance of their per- 
fons, or reparation of their (hips, and conveni- 
ency of their voyage, and they (hall no waye be 
detained or hindered from returning out of the 
faid ports or roads, but may remove and depart 

when and whither they pleafe, without any let 
or hindrance* 

ARTICLE XX. 

For the better promoting of commerce on 
both fides, it is agreed, that if a war fhould 

break out between the faid two nations, fix 
months after the proclamation of war (ball be 

allowed to the^ merchants in the cities and 
• *• towns 
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towns where they live, for felling and tranfport- 
ing th<3ir goods and merchandizes; and if 
any thing be taken from them, or any injury be 
done them withtn that term, by either party, or 
the people or fubjefts of either, full fatisfaftion 
flidl be mide for the fame. 

ARTICLE XXI. 

Nofubjea of the Moft Chriftian King (liall 
apply for or take any commifllon or letters of 
marque for arming any fhip or fhips to ad: as 
privateers againft the faid United States or any 
of them, 0/ againft: the fubjeds, people, or in- 
habitants of the faid United States or any of 
them, or againft the property of any of the 

inhabitants of any of them, from any Prince 
or State with which the United States fliall 
be at war; nor (hall any citizen, Tubjeft, 
or inhabitant of the faid United States, or any of 
them, apply for or take any cotamiflion ot 
letters of marque for arming any (hip or (hips 
to adl as privateers againft the fubjedts of the 
Moft Chriftian King, or any of them, or the 
property of any of the inhabitants of any of 
them, from any Prince or State with which 
the United States (hall be at war ; nor (hall 
any citizen, fubjcdt, or inhabitant of the faid 

£ e 2 United 
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United States, or any of them, apply for or 
take any commiflion or letters of marque for 
Arming any fhip or ftiips to afl as privateers 
againft the fubjedls of the Moft Chriftiaa 
King, or any of them, or the property of any 
of them, from any Prince or State with which 
the faid King (hall be at war j and if any perfon 
of either nation fhall take fuch commiflion or 
letters of marque, he (hall be puniflied as a pirate. 

ARTICLE XXir. 

It fhall not be lawful for any foreign priva- 
teers, not belonging to the fubjedts of the Moll 
Chriftian King, nor citizens of the faid United 
States, who have commiffion from anv other 
Prince or State at enmity with either nation, 
'to fit their fhips in the ports of cither the one 
or the other of the aforefaid parties, to fell 
what they have taken, or in any other manner 
whatfoever to exchange their fhips, merchan- 
dizes, or any other lading \ neither fhall they 
be allowed even to purchafe victuals, except 
fuch as fhall be necefTary for their going to the 
next port of that Prince or State from which 
they have commiflions. 



ARTICLE 
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ARTICLE XXIJI. 
It (hall be lawful for all and fingular the 
fubjedls of the Moft Chriftian King, and the 
citizens, people, and inhabitants of the faid 
United States, to fail with their (hips with all 
nj^noer of liberty and fecurity, no diftinftioa 
being' made who are the proprietors of the 
merchandize laden thereon, from any port to 
the, places of thofe who now are or hereafter 
ihall be at enmity with the Moft Chriftian 
King or the United States. It fliall likewife 
be lawful for the fubjedls and inhabitants afore- 
faid to fail with the fhips and merchandizes 
aforementioned, and to trade with the fame 
liberty and fecurity from the places, ports, 
and havens of thofe who are enemies of both 
pr either party, without any oppofition or dif- 
turbance whatfoevcr, not only diredlly from 
the places of the enemy aforementioned to 
neutral places, but alfo from one place belong- 
ing to an enemy to another place belonging to 
an enemy, whether they be under the jurif- 
diftion of the fame prioce pr under feveral. 
And it is hereby ftipulated, that free {hips (hall 
alfo have a freedom to carry goods, and that eve - 
xy thing ftiall be deemed free and exempt which 
(hall be found on board the fhips belonging 

Ee 3 
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to the fubjcfts of either of the confederates, 
although the whole lading or any part thereof 
ihould appertain to the enemies of cither, 
contraband goods being always excepted* It 
is alfo agreed in like manner, that the fame 
liberty be extended to perfons who are on board 
a free ihip, with this efFe^, that although they 
be enemies to both or either party, they are not 
to be taken out of that free fhip, unlefs they 
are foldiers and in jiftual fervicc of the enemies, 

ARTICLE XXiy. 

This liberty of navigation and commerce 
ihall e:^tend to all kinds of merchandizes, ex-* 
cept thofe only which are diftinguifhed by the 
name of contraband ; and under this name of 
contraband or prohibited goods fhall be com- 
prehended arms, great guns, bombs with 
their fufes and other things belonging to 
them, cannon ball, gun-powder, match, pikes 
fwords, Japces, fpears, halberds, mortars, 
petards, grenadoes, falt-petre, mufkets, mulket- 
ball, bucklers, helmets, breaft-plates, qoats of 
mail, and the like kinds of arms proper for 
arming foldiers, mulket refts, belts, horfes with 
their furniture, and all other warlike inftru-? 
ments whatever* Thefe merchandises whicli 

follow 
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follow fliall not be reckoned among .contra- 
band or prohibited goods ; that is to fay, all 
forts of clothes, and all other manufadures 
woven of any woojl^ flax, filk, cotton, or any 
other materials whatever, all kinds of wearing 
apparel, together with the fpecies whereof 
they are ufed to be made, gold and filver, as 
well coined as uncoined, tin, iron, latten, 
copper, brafs, coals ; as alfo wheat and bar- 
ley, and any other kind of corn or pulfe, 
tobacco, and likewife all manner of fpices, 
falted and fmoaked flefh^ falted fifh, cheefe 
and butter, beer, oils, wines, fugars, and all 
forts of falts, and in general all provifions 
which fervc for the nourifhment of mankind 
and the fuftenance of life : furthermore, all ' 
Jcinds of cotton, hemp, flax, tar, pitch, ropes^ 
cables, fails, fail-cloth, anchors, and any 
parts of anchors, alfo fhips mafts, planks, 
boards and beams of what trees foever, and 
all other tilings proper either for building or 
repairing ihips, and all other goods what^ 
ever which have not been worked into the 
form of any inftrument or thing prepared 
for war by land or fea, (hall not be reputed 
PQOtraband* much lefs fuch as have been aU 

E e 4 ready 
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ready wrought up for any other ufe ; all of 
which fhall be wholly reckoned among free 
goods ; as likewife all other merchandizes 
and things which are nof comprehended and 
particularly mentioned in the foregoing enu- 
, meration of contraband goods, fo that they 
may be tranfported and carried in the freeft 
manner by the fubjefts of both confederates 
eyen to places belonging to an enemy, fuch 
towns or 'places being only excepted as are at 
that time befieged, blocked up or invefted. 

A |l T I C L E XXV, 

To the end that all manner of diflcntions 
and quarrels may be avoided and prevented 
pn one fide and the other, it is agreed, 
that in cafe either of the parties hecetp^ -^ 
fhould be engaged in w^r, the fhips and 
veflels belonging to the fubjedts or people of '^ 
the other ally muft be furniflied with ft^ 
letters or paflTpprts, exprefling the name, pror 
perty and bulk of the fhip, as alfo the name 
and place of habitation of the m^ftfef or com-^^ 

« 

mander of the faid fhip, that it may appear' 

thereby that the (hip really and truly belongs 

to the fubjedts of one of the parties, which 

pafTport ih?ill bp Riade put and |[ranted act 

Cprding 
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cording to the form annexed to this Treaty j 
they (hall likewife be recalled every year, 

I a 

that is, if the ibip happens to return home 
iwithin the fpace of a year : it . is likewife 
agreed, that fuch fhips being laden are to be 
provided not only with paflports as above 
mentioned, but alfo with certificates, con- 
taining the fev^ral particulars of the cargo, 
the place whence the fhip failed, and whi- 
ther fhe is bound, that fo it may be known 
whether any forbidden or contraband goods 
be on board of the fame^ which certificate? 
ihall be made out by the officers of the plac<; 
V^henc? the fl^ip fet fail, in the accuflom- 
cd form I and if any one fhajl think; 
it fit or advifable to exprefs in the faid 
certificates the perfon to whom the goods 
PJ) bpard bejong, he may freely do fo^ 

ARTICLE XXV{. 

The fhips of the fubjeds and inhabitant^ 
of cither of the parties coming upon any 
coaft belonging to either of the faid allies^ 
but not willing to enter into port, or being 
entered intp port and not willing to unload 
their cargoes or break bulk, they fhall be 
Jreate^ according to the general rules prefcribed 

or 
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or to be prefcribcd relative to the objcft in 
queftion. 

ARTICLE XXVir. 

If the fhips of the faid fubje<fts, people or 
inhabitants of either of the parties (hall be met 
with, either failing along the coafts or on the 
highfeas, by any fhipof war*of the other, or 
by any privateers, the faid (hips of war or 
privateers, for the avoiding of any difordcr, 
fhall remain out of cannon fhot, and may fend 
their boats on board the nierchant fliip which 
they (hall fo meet with, and may enter her to 
the number of two or three men only, to whom 
the inafter or commander of fuch fliip or 
vcflcl fhall exhibit his paflport conpcrning the 
property of the (hip, made out according to the 
form inferted in this prefeht Treaty ; and the 
fihip, when fhe fhall have fhewed fuch paff- 
port, fhall be free and at liberty to purfue her 
voyage, fo as it fhall not be lawful to molcft 
©r fearch in any manner, or to give her chaccj 
er to force her to quit her intended courfe. 

ARTICLE XXVIir. 

It is alfo agreed, that all goods^ when once 
put on hoard the fhips or vefTels of either of 
the two contrading parties, fliajl be fubjefl: to 

no 
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no further vifitation, but all vifitation or fewch 
fliall be made before-hand, and all prohibitc4 
goods fhall be flopped on the fpot before the 
fame be put on board, unlefs there are niaqifei: 
tokens .or proofs of fraudulent pradlice 3 nor 
(hall either the perfons or goods of the fuhjeSU 
of his Moft Chriftian Majefty, or the United 
States,be put under any arreft or molefted by any 
other kind of embargo for that caufe, and only 
the fubjedt of that State to whom the faid goods 
have been or fhall be prohibited, and whp £hall 
prefume to fell or alienate fuch fort of gopdi, 
^all be duly puniflied for the oiFence. 

ARTICLE XXIX. 

The two contracting parties grant matpal- 
ly the liberty of having each in the ports of 
the other confuls, vice-confuls, agents and 
commiflaries, whofe functions (hall be rcgu- 
Jsjted by a particular agreement. 

ARTICLE XXX. 

And the more to favour and facilitate thecoma 
merce which the fubjedts of the United States 

jnay have vjrith France, the moft Chriftian King 
will grant them in Europe one or more free 
ports, where they may bring and diipofe of 
^IJ the produce and merchandi?? of the Thir- 

teen 
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teen United States ; and his Majcfty will alfo 
continue to the fubje<fls of the faid States, the 
free ports whiqh have been and are open in the 
Frcinch iflands of America, of all which free 
ports the faid - fubjedts of the United States 

(hall enjoy the ufe, agreeable to the regula- 
tions which relate to them. 

ARTICLE XXXI. 

The prefent Treaty (hall be ratified on both 
fides, and the ratifications fhall be exchanged 
in the fpace of fix months, or fooncr, if poffi- 

In Faith Whereof the refpedtive Plenipo- 
tentiaries have figned the above articles 
• both in the French and Englifh Ian- 
guages ; declaring, neverthelefs, that the 
prefent Treaty was originally compofed and 
concluded in. the French language, and 

they have thereto affixed their feals. 

JD N E ^/ Paris, this Sixth jPay of 
Fe5ruary^ One Hhoufand Seven Jlundrd 
and Seventy 'Eight. 



■ (t. S.') 


C.A. GERARD. 


-(L.S.) ' 


B. FRANKLIN. 


(L.S.) 


SILAS DEANE, 


(L.S,) 


- ARTHUR LEE' 




Form 
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Form ^ the PaJJports and Letters nvhich ar$ 
to be given to the Ships and Barques aceord- 
ing to the T^wenty-Jiftb Article of tbi^ 
treaty. 

To all who (hall fee thefe prefents, Greetings 

IT is hereby made known, that leave and 
permiflion has been given to 
mafter and commander of the (hip called 

of the town of 
burthen tons or thereabouts, lying at 

prefent in the port and haven of 
and bound for and laden with 

after that this fhip has 
been vifited, and before failing, he {hall 
make oath before the officers who have the 
jurifdidlion of maritime affairs, that the faid 

fhip belongs to one or more of the fubjeds 
of the adt whereof fhall be 

put at the end of thefe prefents ; as likewife 
that he will keep and caufe to be kept by his 
crew on board, the marine ordinances and 
regulations, and enter in the proper office a 

lift, figned and witnefTed, containing the 
names and iirnames, the places of birth and 

^bodc of the crew of his (hip, and of all who 

(hall 
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fiiall embark on board her» whom he fhall 
not take on board without the knowledge 
luid permiffion of the Officers of the Marine ; 
and in every port or haven where he fhall en- 
ter v<^ith his fhip, he fliall fhew his prefent 
leave to the Officers and Judges of the Ma- 
rine ; and fhall give a faithful account to them 

of what pafTed and was done during his 
voyage; and he fhall carry the colours, arms 
and enfign of the King or United States during 
his voyage. In witnefs whereof we have ligned 
thefe prefents, and put the feal of our arms 
thereunto, and caufed the fame to be coun- 

• « 

teriigned by at the 

day of Anno Domini 
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EVENTUAL and DEFENSIVE. 



•te^ 



LOUIS, by the Grace of God, King of France 

and Navarre, 

To all who (hall fee thefe prcfents, Greeting : 

'TpHE Congrefs of the United States of Nortb-Ame^ 
rica having by tbeir^ Plenipotentiaries rejiding 
in France y propofed to form with us a difenftve and 
eventual alliance : fFillin^ to give the faid States an 
efficacious proof of the intereji we take in their prof- 
perity, we have determined to conclude the faid 
alliance. For thefe caufesy and other good confiderations 
thereto moving, fFe^ repofing entire confidence in the 
capacity and experience, zeal and fidelity for cur 
fervice, of our dear and beloved. Conrad Alexander 
Gerard, Royal Syndic of the City of Strajbourg, Secret- 
tary of our Council of State, have nominated^ com- 
mijjioned and deputed, and by thefe prefents, Jigned 
^Uh our hand, do nominate, commiffion and depute 
him our Plenipotentiary, giving him power and fpecial 
command to aEt in this quality, and confer, negociate^ 
treat and agree conjointly with the abovementioned 

Plenipotentiaries of the United States, invejled in tie 

like 
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like manner mlb powers in due form^ to determine, 
conclude andjignfucb articles, conditions, conventions j der 
clafations^ definitive treaty, and any other aSls whatever ^ 
as be Jball judge proper to anfwsr the end wbicb we 
propofe \ pYomifing on the faith and word of a King, 
to agree to, confirm and eftablifh for ever, to accom^ 
plifh and execute punSfually, whatever our faid dear 
and beloved Conrad Alexander Gerard /hall have 
Jtipulated and figned in virtue of the prefent power, 
without ever contravening it, or fuffering it to he 
contravened for any caufe and under any pretext 
whatever y as likewife to caufe our letters of ratifica-^ 

tion to he made in due form, and to have them deli" 
vered in order to be exchanged at the time that fhaU 
be agreed upon. Forfuch is our pleafure. In teftimony 
whereof We have fet our feal to thcfe prefents. Given at 

Verfailles, the thirtieth day of the month January, in the 
year of grace one thoufand feven hundred and Jeventy- 
eight, and the fcurth of our reign, 

(Signed) 
(L. S.) LOUIS. 

By the King, 
GRAViER dc VERGENNES. 



The 
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T""W' IVIoft thriftian Kifl^ and th<i United 
States of North' America, to wV» N^w- 
Hamprhire, MiSathh&th-^Biyi Rhode-Ifland' 
Conncfticut, N*?wr'¥brfc; Nfcw Jeffey, Pcfln- 
^Ivahia, Dtlawarei*Matyl?fi<4i! Virginia, NorA^ 
t^aroUwa, andvGe^rg^a, baviRir this day coos 
cloded a' Treatyrof Ami^ and Gomme^oe^ .1^ 
the reciprocal ,«d»anti^ of thdrt fubjeds and 
citizens,' hflive tiio^ghtat nisceflary ito take iiito 
cohfideraiion ^ma^ana of ibtagthening thoi^ 
engagements, andl of ^rendering' diem uieful to 
the fafety and tranquility of the two parties; 
particularly in c?fe GrCat^Biitaia, in refentment 
of that sboncdtiop, and of thjirgood, cbrref- 
pdtidenee which ia theobjed o£(tki!iaid treaty^ 
Aohkli)ccak the pqac^iwitb Fr^kiee^ either by 
dired hpftilitiqs^ or; by hindering }icti coinmerce 
and' navigation in a;. manner ooiltrary. to the 
rights of nations, and the peace. fubfiftiag be- 
tvyeen the two CrQvvns. And his Majcfty pnd 
the faid United Bft^tss having rcfojiyc^ in. that 

Vi ' eafc 
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cafe to join their councils and efforts againil 
the enterprizes of thf ir coi^mon enemy ; 

The refpedivc Plenipotentiaries impowcred 
to congftrt thf • claufi^s an4T condffions proper 
to fulfil the faid intentions, have, after the moft 
ijfia,tm^ dsliHr^ii^n,. coi?di?4e4,4nd,dc|^iji|Mje4 
on the fpliQ^jn^^tifik^^^ ■\^ ] . .., J[ 

piKJ^nf w«rfil>etiiie«ai (be. 'l&ikeii 3^tj(ffi. .tK^ 
Sllgl«odb^tsiSi&>% and:tb«t/aid;IfiitedF§|«tt9 
gifdl tAdi^iit'a.',Aoittmfn:.ca»i&, imAt't&A,ii9f;^ 
othec> iniitiiaUy- tvido tkdii-godd ^fi/^^h-J^^ 
#nubcila» .aii4:rtiieir foices* xaocbrdiis. ^: (|i^ 
esi^cnco «i£ :cbnJ4ih<^ures^ ii6>1tsooqieagoo4:^ 

-. Tha ^ffi^ial and d^re»««t)d'«£'tlu: ^indent 
^£aifi«e.illiigll)de i», tb^md^aid efTofbtMJlji.tb^ 

^beny/SoyOPtipSy^ arid lHd^|>cMdeiK)«^ ibiblmie 
anduntioiitisdi :<tf:the faxlVIJAitcdStat&t^fas veQ 
tn(in8tte^.Tio£<-)go\reniiiicnt aa of 'Coaa^cr«e. 

A R T'l d L E III. 

" The two cbh trading parties Ihall/ each on 
Its own party ^tiA in the manner it nday jbdgc 
* - ' ^ moft 
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mod pfoper^ make all the efforts in its powef 
againft their ciommon enemyi in order to attain 
the etld propofed. 

A Bl t i C L B IV; 

The contracting parties agree^ that in tzit 
either of them ihoUld form any particular en^i^ 
terprize in which the concurrence of the other 
may be deiired^ the party whofe concurrence is 
de(ired> (hall readily and with good faith join 
to act in concert for that pilrpofe^ as far as 
circumilances and its own particular fituation 
will permit ; and in that cafe, they {hall r^gu^ 
bte by a particular, convention, the quantity 
and kind of foccour to be furnished, and the 
time and manner of its being brought into 
aflion, as well as the advantages whith are to be 
its compenfation* 

ARttGLti V. 
If the United States (liould think fit to at-* 
ttempt the reduction of the Britifh power re^ 
maining in the northern parts of America^ 
or the Iflands of Bermudas^ thofe countries or 
Iflands, in cafe of fuccefs, fhall be confederated 

with, or dependent upon, the faid United States* 

Ff. A&l^lCLB 
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ARTICLE VI. 

The Moft Chriftian King renounces for ever 
the poffeflion of the Iflands of Bermudas, as 
well as of any part of the Continent of North- 
America, which before the Treaty of Paris, in 
1763, or in virtue of that treaty, were acknow- 
ledged to belong to the Crown of Great-Britain, 
or to the United States, heretofore called Bri- 
tifli Colonies,* or which are at this time, or 
have lately been, under the power of the King 

and Crown of Great-Britain. 

■ • 

ARTICLE Vn. 

If his Moft Chriftian Majefty (hall think 
proper to attack any of the iflands fituated in 
the Gulph of Mexico, or near that Gulph, 
which are at prefent under the power of Great- 
Britain, all the faid ides, in cafe of foccefs, 
jfhall appertain to the Crown of France. 

ARTICLE VIII. 

Neither of the two parties fhall concl.udc 
cither truce or peace with Great-Britain, v^rith- 
out the formal confent of the other firft ob- 
tained ; and they mutually engage not to lay 
down their arms, until the independence of the 
United States fhall have been formally or tacitly 

afTured^ 
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affured, by the treaty or treaties that ihall ter- 
minate the war. 

ARTICLE IX. 

The contracting parties declare, that being 
refolved to fulfil each on its own part, the 
claufes and conditions of the prefcnt Treaty of 
Alliance, according to its own power and cir- 
cumfbnces, there fhall be no after-claim of 
compenfation, on. one fide or the other, what- 
ever may be the event of the war. 

ARTICLE X. 

The Moft Chriftian King and the United 
States agree to invite or admit other powers* 
who may have received injuries from England, 
to make common caufe with them, and to 
accede to the prefent alliance, under fuch con* 
ditions as fhall be freely agreed to, and fettled 
between all the parties. 

ARTICLE XL 

The two parties guarantee mutually from 
the prefent -time and for ever, againflall other 
powers, to wit^ the United States to his Mofl 
Chriftian Majefty, the prefent pofTeffions of the 
Crown of France in America, as well as thofe 
which it may acquire by the future treaty of 

F f 3 peace ^ 
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peace; and his Moft Chriftian Majcfty gua-i 
ran tees on his part to the Unite4 States^ their 
liberty^ foveireignty, and independence^ abfolutc 
gnd unlimited^ as well in matters of govern* 
inent as con^merce^ and alfo their poiTefiionsi 
and the additions or conqv^efts tl^at their eonfe* 
deration may obtain during the yr^tf from a^y 
of the 4Qminipns pow pr heretofore poflefled by 
Great-Bfitain in North^Ameripat conformable 
%o the 5tb and 6th articles above written; the 
whole as their pofleiiion (hall be fixed and af* 
fured to the faid Spates, at thfs moment of the 
f eiiation of their prefent war ^itl^ England. 

ARTICLE XII. 

In order tp fibc more precifely the fenfe aQ4 
application of the preceding a^ticle^ the coq* 
trading parties declafCi that ii> qafe of a ruptuie 
between France and Eng)s^id^ the reciprocal 
guarantee declared in the faid article ^all have 
its full force and efled. the moment fuch war 
^all break put ; aqd if fuch rupture (haP not 
take pUce^ the mutual obligations of the faid 
guarantee fhall not cornmence until f he moment 
of the cclTatipn of the prefent war* between 

the United States and England^ ihall have 

.. ' ' " ' ^ « 

afcertained their poflcflions. 

ARTICLE 
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ARTICLE Xm. 

The prcfcnt treaty (hall be ratified on both 
fideSi and the ratifications i£iall be exchanged 
in the fpace of fix months, (.(Jr.j^ioncr, if 

In Faith' whbreof the tefpe^ve Pie- 
* hipotentiaiies^ to wit, on the pa^t of the 
Moft Chriftian King> Cmrad Alexander 
Gerard, Royal Syndic of the City of Straf- 
bourg> and Secretary of his Ma}efty*s 
Council of State; and on the part of the 

United States^ Benjamin Franklin, Deputy 
to the General Congrefs from the State 
of Pennfylvai^iay and Prefident of the 
Convention of faid State ; Silas Deane, 
heretofore Deputy from the State of Con* 
nedicut ; and Arthur Lee, Counfellor at 
Law, have figned the above Articles both 
in the French and Englifh languages ; 
declaringt neverthelefs^ that theprefent 
Treaty was. originally compofed and 
concluded in the French language, and 
they have hereunto affixed their feals« 

Ff4 DONE 
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DONE at Paris, t&u Jixtb day of Fe- 
htutrjt one tBoufand /even hundred and 

* « 



feventy-eig^kt. 



<L. &) 
(L. S.) 

(L. 3.) 



» 



C. A. GERARD. 
B. FRANKLIN. 

SII^ASDEANE. 
ARTHUR LEE 
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AMITY AND COMMERCE 

BITWIBir TBIIiL 

HIGH MIGHTINESSES THE STATES.GENE&AL 

O P T H B 

UNITED NETHERLANDS, 

AH O TH B 

« 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA; 

(to wit) 

NEW HAMPSHIRE, MASSACHUSSETTS, RHODE 
ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS, 
CONNECTICUT, NEW YORK, NEW JERSEY, 
PENNSYLVANIA, DELAWARE, MARYLAND, VIR- 
GINIA, NORTH CAROLINA, SOUTH CAROLINA, 
AND GEORGIA. 

THEIR High Mightinefles the States-General 
of the United Netherlands, and the tJnited 
States of America, to wit. New Hamplhire, Mafia* 
chufetts, Rhode Ifland and Providence Plantations, 
Connefticut, New York, New Jerfey, Pennfylvania^^ 
Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, 
South Carolina, and Georgia, defiring to afcertain, 
in a permanent and equitable manner, the rules to 
be obferved relative to the commerce and correfpon- 
dence which they intend to eftabliih between their 
refpedive States, countries and inhabitants, have 
judged, that the faid end cannot be better obtained, 
than by eftabliihing the moil perfed equality and 
reciprocity for the bafis of their agreement, and by 
avoiding all thofc burthenfome preferences, which 

are 
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are ufually the fources of debate, embarraffment and 
difcontentj by leaving alfo each party at liberty 
to make, rcfpefting commerce and navigation, 
fuch Ailterior regulations, as it fhall find mo& con- 
venient to itfelf; and by foOnding the advantages 
of commerce fol'ely upog reciprocal utility, and 
the juft rules of free intercourfe ; referving withal 
to each party, the libcrty/of admitting, iit its plea* 
fure, other nations to a participation of the fame 
advantages. 

. On thefe principles, . their faid High Mighti- 
nefles the States General of the United Nether- 
lands have named for their plenipotentiaries, from 
the mid^ of their aflemhly, Meflieurs their Deputies 
for the foreign affairs ; and the faid United States 
of America, on their part, have furnifhed with 
full powers, Mr. John Adams, .late Commiffioiier 
of the United States of America at the court of 
Verfailles, heretofore'Delegate in Congrefs from the 
State of Maffachufetts-Bay, and Chief Jufticc of the 
faid Stare, who have agreed and concluded as fol- 
lows : to wit, 

ARTICLE I. 
There ihall be a firm, inviolable, and univerfal 

Sace and fincere friendlhip between their High 
ightinefles the Lords the States General of the 
United Netherlands and the United States of 
America, and between the fubjefts and inhabitants 
of the faid parties, and between the countries, 
iflands, cities, and places fituated under the jurif- 
didlion of the faid United Netherlands and tlie 
faid United States of America, their fubjeds gnd 
inhabitants of every degree, without exception of 
perfons or places. 

ARTICLE n. 

The fubjedts of the faid States General of the 
United Netherlands ihall pay in the ports, havens, 
roads, countries, iflands, citic!^ or places of the 

United 
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United States of America, or any of them, no othcf 
nor greatelr duties or impofts, of whatever nature 
or denomination they may be, than thofe urhich 
the nations the'raoft favoured are or'- ihall be 
obliged to pay : and they ihall enjoy all the .rights, 
liberties, privileges, immuuities and exemptioos iir 
trade, navigation, and commerce, which the laid* 
nations do> or fliall enjoy, whether in'paffing. from' 
one port to another in the faid States, or in goings 
from any pf thofe ports to any foreign port; of the 
worlds ot from any foreign port of the world: to! anfj 
of thofe ports. '•..'. 

ARTICLE III. 

The fubjefts and inhabitants of the faid Untied 
States of America ihall pay in the ports, havens^, 
roads, countries, iflands, cities or places of the faid 
United Netherlands, or any of them, no other, nof. 
greater duties or impofts, of whatever nature or^ 
denominatipn they 'may- be, than thofe which thsL 
nations the rnoft favoured are or Ihall be obliged 
to pay : and they {hall enjoy all the rights, liber* 
ties, privileges, immunities and exemptions in 
trade, navigation, and commerce, which the faid 
nations do, or Ihall epjoy, whether in paffing froni 
one port to another in the faid States, or from any 
one towards any' one of thofe ports, from or to any 
foreign port of the world. And the United States 
of America, with their fubjefts and inhabitants, 
Ihall leave to thofe of their High Mightineffes, the* 
peaceable enjoyment of their rights in the countries, 
iflands, and feas, in the Eaft and Weft Indies, 
without any liinarance or moleftation. 

A R T I C L E IV. '^ 

There Ihall be an entire and perfeft liberty of 
confcience allowed to the fubjefts and inhabitants of 
each party, and to their families : and no one Ihall be^ 
niolefted in regard to his worihip, provided he fub*. 
mits, as to the public demonftration of it, to the laws 

of 



44^ TREATY BETWEEN STATES^ENERAL 

of the country. There fliall be giren moreover liber« 

2y when any fubjefbs or inhabitants of either party 
all die in the territory of the other> to bury them 
ki the ufual burying-places, or in decent and conve^ 
nient grounds, to be appointed for that purpofe, 
as occafion fliall require. And the dead bodies of 
thofe who are buried, fliall not in any wife be mo- 
Iflfted : and the two contrading parties fliall pro- 
vide, each one in his jurifdidion, that their refpec^ 
live fubjeds and inhabitants, may henceforward 
olitaia the requifite certificates, in cafes of deaths^ 
in which they fliall be intereiled. 

A R T 1 C L E V. 

Their High Mlghtinefles the States General of 
the United Netherlands, and the United States of 
America, fliall endeavour, by all the means in their 
.power, to defend and proted all vefliels and other 
efieds belonging to their fubjeds and inhabitants 
refpedively, or to any of them, in their ports, roads, 
havens, internal feas, pafies, rivers, and as far as 
their jurifdiftion extends at fea ; and to recover, 
apd caufe to be reftored to the true proprietors, 
their agents, or attornies, all fuch veflels and efieds 
which fliall be taken under their jurifdidion 2 and 
their veflels of war and convoys, in cafes when 
they may have a common enemy, fliall take under 
their proteftion all the veflels belonging to the 
ftibjedts and inhabitants of either party, which fliall 
not be laden with contraband goods, according to 
the defcription which fliall be made of them here-* 
after, for places with which one of the parties is 
in peace and the other at war, nor deftined for any 
place blocked, and which fliall hold the fame 
courfe, or follow the fame route : and they fliall de- 
fend fuch veflels, as Ibng as they fliall hold the fame 
courfe, or follow the fame route, againfl all attacks^ 
force, and violence of the common enemy, in the 
fame manner as they ought to protect and defend 

the 
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^^ v«fl«k b^lMgu^ to their own refpe^ve ful^ 

» 

..;. ^ . ;- AJRTICLE VI. 
. XKe fvbjeffils of the contradmg parties may^ oa 
one fide and on the other, in the reipe&^ve countrieii 
zxxdi;AMi%y difppfe of their effeas by teftamc;Dt;i 
do^tlon,. or otherwife ; and their heirs, fubje^si 
ofpne of the parties/ and reading in the country o£ 
the other, or elfewhere^ Ihall receive fuch fuccefi* 
fioi^s, even ab iniefiato, whether in perfon or by; 
their attorney, or fubftitute^ even afthovgh they 
Ihall not have obuined letters of naturalization,^ 
without having the efied oifiub cmmffiou contefted 
uad^r pretext of any rights or prerogatives of any 
province, city, or private perfon : and if the heirs^ 
to whom fuch fucceffions may have fallen^ ihall be 
minors, the tutors, or curators, eftabliflied by the 
judge domiciliary, of the faid minors may govern, 
dired, adminifter, fell, and alienate the eifedq 
faUcp to th^ fdid: minors by inheritance \ apd in 
gener^, iq relation to the faid fucceffions and 
^fiefbs, uie all the rights and fulfil all the funAion$ 
whi(;h belong,. by the difpofition of the laws, to 
guardians, tutors, and curators ; provided, neverthe- 
lefs, tb^t this .difppiition cannot tajce place, but in 
cafes where the Iteftator fliall not have named guar- 
dian, tutors, curators by teftament, codicsU, or 
other legal inftrument. 

ARTICLE^ VII. 

It fliall be lawful and free for the fubjefts of 
each party to employ fuch advocates, attornies, 
notaries,, iolrpittos, or fa&ors, as they fliall judge 

'\. , 'article vnj. 

; , ^l^rchs^t-s, mfifters and own^r? of fliips, mari- 
ners, men ^f ;^U;.kinds, fliips aiui yeflels, and all 
m^rph^ndkf^ and ^goods in general s^nd effi^&s, of 

one 
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one of the CQnfederateV, or of iht. M^j^Btd thert^f, 
Ihall not be feized or detained in any of the ccruii* 
tries, lands, liland^i pitieSj^ places, ports, fhore8> or 
dominions whatfodvcr of the other confederate,. for 
any military expedition, public or private ufeof roy 
one, by arrets, vtolericc^ or any colotif thereof ; 
much lefs (hall it be permittM to ithe f\ibjeAs of 
either party to take, or extott by force, any 
thing from the fubjedts of the other party, without 
the confent of the owner; which, however, is not 
to be Onderftood'of feizures, detentions; and arrefts, 
which (hall be ixikde hy the commatid tod aiuthority" 
of juftice, and Hy the ordinary method^, on acccfunt 
of debts or crimes, in refped whereof the prbcted- 
ings nluft be by way of law, according to the forms- 
of juftice. 

A R.T I C L E. JXv -: ; ': 

. It is further agreed and concluded, that it flikll 
be wholly free for all merchants, commanders of 
ihips, and other fubjeds' and inhabitants of the con- 
tracing parties, in every place fubjedted to the 
jurtfdiftion of the two powers remefkively, to 
mknage, themfelve«; their ownbufiiieis:: and more- 
over, as to the ufe of interpreters, or brokers, as 
tlfo in relation to the loading or unloading of their 
vCffels, and every thing which h^s relation thereto, 
they (hall be, on one fide and on ' the -other, con- 
fidered and treated upon the footing of natural fub- 
jeAs, or, at leaft, upon an equality with the mol| 
favoured nation. 

A R T I C L E X- ' 
The merchant fliips of either of the parties, com- 
ing from the port of an enemy, or from their own,; 
or a neutral port, may navigate freely towards 'aiy 
port of an enemy of the other ally. They fhall, nc* 
verthelefs, beheld, whenever it ftiall be required, to 
exhibit, as weH upon the high feas as in the ports, 
their fea-letters, and other documents, defcribed in 

the 
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the twenty.fifth article, ftating exprefly that their 
efFeds are not of the number of thofe which are 
prdhibited ^s contraband. And nbt having atiy 
contraband goods for an enemy^s port, they may 
freely and without hindrance purfue their vdyaget 
towards the port of an enemy* Neverthelefs, it 
Ihall not be required to exartiine the papers df 
Veflels convoyed by vefTels of war, but credence 
fliall be giv^n to the word of the officer who Ihall 
condudt the convoy. 

ARTICLE XI. 

If by exhibiting the lea-letters and other docu* 
nfients defcribed more particularly in the twenty- 
fifth article of this treaty, the other party. Ihall dif- 
cover there are any of thofe forts of goods which 
are declared prohibited and contraband, and that 
they are configned for a port under the obedience 
of his enemy ; it Ihall not be lawful to break up the 
hatches of fuch Ihip, nor to open any cheft, coffer, 
packs, calks, or other velTels found therein, or to 
remove the fmalleft parcel of her goods, whether 
the faid velTel belongs to the fubjedls of their High 
^ightineffes the States General of the United 
Netherlands, or to the fubjedls or inhabitants of the 
faid United States of America, unlefs the lading be 
brought on Ihore in prefence of the officers of the 
Court of Admiralty, and an inventory therepf 
made ; but there ihall be no allowance to fell, ex* 
change or alienate the fame, until after that dUe and 
lawful procefs Ihall have been had againft fuch 
prohibited goods of contraband, and the Court of 
Admiralty, by a fentence pronounced, Ihall have 
confifcated the fame; faving always as \yell the Ihip 
itfelf, as any other goods found therein, which are . 
to be efteemed free, and may not be detained on 
J>retence of their being infedled by the prohibited 
goods, much lefs Ihall they be confifcated as lawful 
prize. But on the contrary, when, by the vifitation 
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at land, it fh^\\ be found, that there are no contra- 
band goods in the veflel, and it ftiall not appear by 
the papers, that he who has taken and carried in 
the vcffcl, has been able to difcover any there, he 
ought to be condemned in all the charges, damages, 
and interefts of them, which he Ihall have caufedj 
both to the owners of veffels, and to the owners 
and freighters of cargoes, with which they Ihall be 
loaded, by his temerity in taking and carrying 
them in ; declaring mofl; exprefly the free veffel? 
Ihall affure the liberty of the effeds with which 
they (hall be loaded, and that this liberty fliall ex- 
tend itfelf equally to the perfons who* Ihall be 
found in a free veflel, who may not be taken out o£ 
her, unlefs they are military men, adually in the 
fervice of an enemy. 

ARTICLE XIL 

On the contrary, it is agreed, that whatever ihall 
be found to be laden by the fubjec^is and inhabi- 
tants of either party, on any Ihip belonging to the 
enemies <Jf the other, or to their fubjeds, although 
it be not comprehended under the fort of prohi- 
bited goods, the whole may be confifcated in the 
i*ame manner as if it belonged to the enemy ; except, 
neverthelcfs, fuch efledts and merchandizes as were 
put on board iuch veflel before the declaration of 
war, or in the fpace of fix months after it ; which 
cffeds ftiall not be in any manner fubjeft to coa- 
fifcation, but ihall be faithfully and without delay 
reftored in nature to the owners, who Ihall claim 
them, or caufe them to be claimed, before the con- 
fifcation and fale ; ats alfo their proceeds, if he claim 
could not be made but in»the fpace of eight months 
after the fale, which ought to be public : pro- 
vided, neverthelcfs, that if the faid merchandizes 
are contraband, it fliall by no means be lawful to 
tranfport them afterwards to any port belonging to 
enemies* 

AR- 
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be reftored entire to the true proprietor, as fpon as 
due and fufficient proofs fliall be made concerning 
the property thereof* 

ARTICLE XVL 

If any Aips or veffels, belonging to either of the 
parties, their fubjeds or people, Ihall, within the 
goafts or dominions of the other, (tick upon the 
iands, 6v be wrecked, or fufFer any other fea damage, 
all friendly afliftance and relief fhall be given to 
the perfotis ihipwrecked, or fuch as fhall be in dan- 
;er thereof ; and the veffels, effefts, and merchan* 
lizes, or the part of them which ihall have been 
faved, or the proceeds of them, if, being perifliable, 
they ihall have been fold, being claimed within a 
year and a day by the mailers or owners, or theif 
agents or attornies, ihall be reilored, paying only 
the reafonable charges, and that which muft be paid 
in the fame cafe for the falvage by the proper fub- 
je^s of the country. There ihall alfo be delivered 
them fafc-conduds or paffports for their free and 
fafe paffage from thence, and to return each one t^ 
his own country «, 

ARTICLE XVII. 

In cafe the fubjedls or people of either party, 
with their ihipping, whether public and of war, 
or private and of merchants, be forced through 
ftrefs of weather, purfuit of pirates or enemies, or 
iny other urgent neceifity for feeking of fhelter 
and harbour, to retreat and enter into any of the 
rivers, creeks, bays, ports, roads, or ihores, be- 
longing to the other party, they fliall be received 
with all humanity and kindnefs, and enjoy all 
friendly proteftion and help ; and they fliall he 
permitted to refreih and provide themfelves at rea- 
fonable rates with vidluals, and all things needful 
f6r the fuijtenance of their perfofls, or reparation of 
their ihips ; and they ihall no ways be detakied or 
liindef cd from retiaming out of the faid portsor roads^^ 

but 
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Vut may remove and depart, when and whither 
they pleafe, without any lett or hindrance^ 

ARTICLE XVIir. 

For the better pronioting of commerce on both 
.fides, it IS agreed, that if a war Ihould break out 
.between their High Mightinefles the States General 
of the United Netherlands and the United States 
of America, there fcall always be granted to the 
fubjedls on each fide, the term of nine months^ 
after the date of the rupture, or the proclamation 
of war, to the end that they may retjre with their 
effeftsj and tranfport them where they pleafe j 
which it Ihall be lawful for them to do, as well as 
to fell or tranfport their efFe6ts and gpods in all free* 
dom, and without any hindrance, ?ind without being 
able to proceed, during the faid term of nine 
months, to -any arreft of their efFefls, much lefs of 
their perfons ; on the contrary, there Ihall begiveij 
them, for their ycffels and their effeds which they 
would carry away, paflports and fafe-condudls for 
the neareft ports of their refped:ivc countries^ 
and for the time neceflfary for the voyage. And 
no prize, made at fea, ihall be adjudged lawful^ 
at leaft, if the declarajtion of war was not, or coul4 
not ,be known in the laft port which the veffel 
taken has quitted.. But for, whatever may. have been 
taken from the fubjcfts and inhabitants of either 
party, and for the offices which may have been 
given t|iem in the interval pf the fatd terms, a qoia^ 
^j)leat faf Psfit&io'n fliall be given them, 

> R T I C J- E XIX. . 
Nq fobjefl:. of ;. their High -Mightinefles the 
Statee General of the. ^tJnited, Netherlands Ihall 
apply fopj or take, any cpmmiflioii, or. letters of 
marque, for arming any ftiip or mips, to ad: as 
privateers againft the faid United States of America^, 
or any of them,.V^ thevfiJbjdds «id inhabitants of 
th^:^aid;Unked:St0t«9>> 9t an)f 0& fibe9i>;pr. againft 
r . ' ^S 3 the 
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the property of the inhabitants of any of them, 
from any prince or ftate with which the faid United 
States of America may happen to be at war : nor 
ihall any fubjed: or inhabitant of the faid United 
States of America, or any of them, apply for, or 
take any commiffion, or letters of miarque, for 
arming any ftiip or fliips, to ad as privateers againft 
the High and Mighty Lords the States General 
of the United Netherlands, or agsEinfl: the fubjedks 
of their High Mightineffes, or any of them, or 
againft the property of any one of them, from any 
prince or ft^te with which their High Mightinefles 
hi^y be at war. And if any perfon of either na- 
t'lori.ihall t4ke fuch commiflSon, or letters of marque, 
he Ihall be puniflied as a pirate. 

ARTICLE XX. 

If the ye^Tels of the fubjeds or inhabitants of 
one of .the parties come upon any coaft belonging 
to either of the faid allies, but not willing to enter 
into port, or being entered into port, and not willing 
to unloai their cargoes, or break bulk, or take in 
any cargo, they Ihall not be obliged to pay neither 
for the veffels, nor the cargoes, any duties of entry 
)n or out. noi" to render any account of their car- 
goes, at leaft if there is not juft caufe to prefume, 
that they carty to an enemy merchandizes of con- 
traband. 

• « 

A R T I C L E XXI. 

The two coQitradling parties- grant to each other, 
mutually, the liberty of having, each in the ports 
of the pther^ confuls, iice-eohluls, agents and com- 
miflaries of their own appointing, whofe furidtions 
ftiall be regulated by particular agrbement^, when- 
ever either party chufcs to make fuch appoint- 
ments. 

ARTICLE XXIL 

This^tToaty iBi:^) iidt b» iSftderKldod i&'any matf^ 
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nex to derogate from the ninth, tenth, nineteenth 
and twenty-fourth articles of the treaty with France, 
as. they were numbered in the fame treaty con- 
cluded the 6th of February 1778, and which make 
•the articles ninth, tenth; feveoteenth, and twenty- 
fccond of the treaty of commerce now fubfifting 
between the United States of America and the 
Crown of France : nor Ihall it Jiinder his Catholic 
Majefty from acceding to that treaty, and enjoying 
the advantages of the faid four articles. 

ARTICLE XXIII. 

If at any time the United States of America 

^ihall judge neceffary to commence negociations 

with the king or emperor of Morocco and Fez, and 

,with' the regencies of Algiers, Tunis or Tripoli, 

or with any of them, to obtain paflports for the 

fecurity of their navigation in the Mediterranean 

fea, their High Mightineffes promife, that upon the 

requifition which the United States of America 

Ihall make of it, they will fecond fuch negociations 

'in the moil favourable manner, by means of their 

confuls refiding near the faid king, emperor, and 

regencies. 

ARTICLE XXIV. 

CONTRABAND. 

The liberty of navigation and commerce fhall 
extend to all forts of mef chandizes, excepting only 
thofe which are diftinguilhcd under the name of 
contraband, or merchandizes prohibited : and under 
this denpmination of contraband, and merchandizes 
prohibited, ihall be comprehended only warlike 
ilores and arms, as mortars, artillery, with their 
artifices and appurtenances, fuiils, piftols, bombs, 
grenades, gun-powder, faltpetre, fulphur, match, 
bullets and balls, pikes, fabres, lances, halberts, 
cafques, cuiraffes, and other forts^.of arms; as 
alfo, foldiers, horfes, (addles, and furniture for 
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Iiorfest All other tfk&s and merchandizes, not 
before fpecified exprefsly^i and even all forts of 
naval matters, however proper they r^ay be for the 
Conftrviaioi^ and equipment pf veflfels of war, or 
for the rpanufaiftiire of one or another fort of ma"? 
chines of war, by land or fea, ihall nqt be judged 
contraband, neithef by the letter, nqr, according 
to any pretended interpretation whatever, ought 
they, qr can they be comprehended under the 
notion of effeds prohibited or cpntrab,an4 ; jfo that 
8^11 efFedls and merchandizes which are not ext 
prefsly before named, may, without any ex^^eptiqn, 
and in perfe^ liberty, \>e tranfportcd . by the fub- 
jeifts and inhabitants of .both allies, from and tp 
places belonging tq the enemy ; excepting only, the 

E laces, which, at the fame time, ihall be befieged^ 
locked or in veiled ; and thofe places only ihali 
be held for fuch, which are fyrrqunded nearly by 
fqme of the belligerent powers. 

ARTICLE XXV, 

To the end that all diflention and quarrel may 
be avoided and prevented, it has been agreed, that 
in cafe one of the two parties happens to be at war, 
the veiTels belonging to the fubjeds or inhabitant^ 
of the other ally (hall be provided with fea-letters or 
paffports, expreffing th^ name, the property and the 
burthen of the veflel, as alfo the name and the place 
of abode of the mafter or commander qf the faid 
veflel ; to the end that thereby it may appear, that 
the veflel really and truly belongs tq fubjedts 
or inhabitants of one qf the parties ; which paffr 
ports Ihall be drawn and diftributed according tq 
the form annexed to this treaty.— rEach time that 
the veflel fliall return, Ihe ihould I^ave fuch her 
paflport renewed ; or, at leaft, they ought not to be 
of more ancient date than two years, befoore the 
veflel has been' returned to her own country. It 
|ias been alfo agreedjj that fuch veflels, being 
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loaded, ought to be provided not only with the 
faid paffports or fea'-letters, but alfo with a general 
paffport, or with particular paffports, or manifcfts, 
or other public documents, which are ordinarily 
given to veffels outward-bound, in the ports from 
whence the veffels have fet (ail in the laft place, 
containing a fpecification of the cargo, of the place 
from whence the veffel departed, and of that of 
her deftination ; or, inftead of all thefe, with certi- 
ficates from the magiftrates, or governors of cities, 
places, and colonies from whence the veffel came, 
;iven in the ufual form, to the end that it may be 
inown, whether there are any effedrs prohibited or 
contraband on board the veflels, and whether they 
.are deftinedto be carried to an enemy's country 
or not. And in cafe any one judges proper to ex- i 
,'prefs in the faid documents, the perfons to whom 
the cffeds on board belong, he may do it freely, 
without, however, being bound to do it; and the 
omiffion of fuch expreffion caanpt, and ought not 
to c^yfe a cpnfifcatipn. 

A It T I C L E XXVI, 

If the veffels of the faid fubjeds or Inhabitants 
of either of the parties, failing along the coafts, or 
•on the high-feas, are met by a veffel of war, or pri*» 
vateer, or other armed veffel of the other party-, the 
faid veffels of war, privateers, or armed veffels, 
for avoiding all diforder, fhall remain without the 
reach of cannon, but may fend their boats onboard 
the merchant veffels which they fliall meet in this 
jnanner, upon which they may not pafs more than 
two or three men, to whom the maftei*or commander 
ihall exhibit his paffport, containing the property 
of the veffel, according to the form annexed. tq this 
treaty : and the veffel, after haying exhibited fuch 
a paffport, fea-letter, and other documents, Ihall be 
free to continue her voyage, fo that it ihall not be 
lawful to moleft Ijer, or fearch her, in any manner, 
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4ior to give^ her chace, nor to force hei: to alter her 
.courfe, 

ARTICLE XXVI!. 

; It ihall be lawful for merchants, captains, and 
commanders of veflels, whether public and of war, 
or private and of merchants, belonging to the faid 
United States of America, or any ol them,. or to 
their fubjedls and inhabitants, to take freely into 
their fervice, and receive on board of their veffels, 
in any port or place in the jurifdiftion of their High 
.Mightineffes aforefaid, feamen or others, natives or 
inhabitants of any of the faid States, upon fuch 
conditions as they fliall agree on, without being 
fubje^, for this, to any fine, penalty, punilhment, 
.procefs, or reprehenfion whatfoever. 

And reciprocally, all merchants, captains, and 
commanders, belonging to the faid United Nether- 
Jands, fliall enjoy in all the ports, and places under 
the obedience of the faid United States of Am©- 
Vica, the fame privilege of engaging and receiving 
feamen or others, natives or inhabitants of any 
country of the domination of the faid States 
jGeneral : provided, that neither on one fide nor the 
^ther, they may not take into their fervice fuch of 
.their countrymen who have already engaged in the 
iervice of the other party contracting, whether in 
war or trade, and whether they meet them by land . 
or fea ; at leaft, if the captains or mailers under 
the command of whom fuch perfons may be found, 
,will not of their own confent difcbarge them from 
their fervice, upon pain of being otherwife treated 
-and puniflied as defercers. 

ARTICLE XXVIII. 
The affair of the refraction fliall be regulated in 
]all equity and juftice by the magiftrates of cities 
.rcfpeftively, where it fliall be judged that there is 
any room to complain in this refpeft. 

A R T I- 
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ARTICLE XXIX. 

• 

The prefent treaty fhall be ratified and approved^ 
by their High Mightinefles the States General 
of the United Netherlands, and by the United 
States of America ; and the ads of ratification fliall 
be delivered, in good and due form, on one fide and 
6n the other, in the fpace of fix months, or fooner, 
if poffible, to be computed from the day of the fig- 
nature. 

• 

In Faith of which, we the Deputies and 
Plenipotentiaries of the Lords the States 
General of the United Netherlands, and the 
Miniftcr Plenipotentiary of the United States 
of America, in virtue of our refpeikivc 
authorities and full powers, have figned 
the prefent treaty, and appofed thereto the; 
feals of our arms. 

DONE ai the Hague y the Eighth efOffoier, one 
tboufand feveH hundred eighiy-iwo. 

(L. S.) GEORGE VAN RANDWYCK. 

(L. S.) B. V. SANTHEUVEL. 

(L S.) P. VAN BLEISWYK. 

(L. S.) W. C. H. VAN LYNDEN. 

(L. S.) D J. VAN HEECKEREN. 

(L. S.) JOAN VAN RUFFELER. 

(L. S.) T. G. VAN DEDEM, (Tot den Gttdcr) 

(L. SO H. TJASSENS. 

(L-S.) JOHN ADAMS. 



Thg 
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The FO RM of the Paffport which Jhall he given 
to Ships and VeJJels, in confequeme of the twenty-, 
fifth Article of this Treaty. 

To all who Ihall fee thefe prefents. Greeting : 

BE it known, that leave and penniffion are 
hereby given to 

mafter or commander of the 
fliip or veffel called of the 

burthen of tons, or thereabouts^ lying 

« prefent in the port or haven of 
bound for and laden with 

to depart and proceed with his 
faid -Ihip or veflel on his faid voyage, fuch Ihip or 
▼effel having been vifited, and the faid mafter and 
commander having made oath before the proper 
officer, that the faid fhip or veffel belongs to one or 
more of the fubje(3:s, people, or inhabitants of 

and to hirp or 
them only. In witnefs whereof, we have fubfcribed 
our names to, thefe prefents, and affixed the feal 
of our arms thereto, and caufed the fame to be 
counterfigned by 
at this 

day of in the year of our Lord 

Chrift 



t • 



FORM of the Certificate which fb all he given to 
Ships or Vejfelsy in confequence of the twenty-fifth 
Article of this Treaty;, 

▼ ^ ^ magiftrates 

or officers of the cuftoms of the city or port of 

do certify and attei^^ 
that on the day of 

in 
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in the year of our Lord 

C. D. of 
perfonally appeared before us, and 
declared by folemn oath, that the fhip or vcffel 
called of 

tons or thereabouts, whereof . 

of is at 

prefent matter or commander, does rightfully and 
properly belong to him or them only ; that flic is 
now bound from the city or port of 
to the port of laden with goods and 

merchandizes hereunder particularly defcribed . and 
enumerajced^ as follows : 

In witnefs whereof we hare figned this certifi- 
cate, and fealed it with the feal ot our office, this 

day of 14 

the year of our Lord Chrift 



FORM of the Sea-Utter. 

MOST Serene, Serene, MottPuiffant, Puiflant, 
High, lUuftrious, Noble, Honourable, Ve- 
nerable, Wife and Prudent, Lords, Emperors, 
Kings, Republics, Princes, Dukes, Earls, Barons, 
Lords, Burgo-mafters, Schepens, Counfellors, as alfo 
Judges, Officers, Judiciaries and Regents of all the 
good cities and places, whether ecclefiaflical or 
lecular, who fliall fee thefe prefents, or hear them 
read. 

WE, Burgo-mafters and Regents of the city 
of make known, that the maf-, 

tcr of appearing before us, 

has declared upon oath, that the veffel called 

of the burthen of about 
lafts, which he at prefent navigates, 

if of the Unitfed Provinces, and that no fubjeds of 

the 
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the enemy have any part or portion therein, di- 
redly nor indire6:ly^ fo may God Almighty help 
him* And as we wiih to fee the faid mafter pro- 
fper in his lawful affairs/ our prayer is to all the 
beforementioned, and to each of them feparately, 
where the faid mafter fliall' arrive with his veffel 
and cargo, that they may pleafe to receive the faid 
mafter with goodnefs, and to treat him in a becoin- 
ing manner, permitting him, upon the ufual toll 
and expences in paffing and repaifing, to pafs, 
navigate, and frequent the ports, * paffes, andtcrri- 
.tories, to the end to tranfad his bufinefs where and 
in what manner he Ihall judge proper : whereof 
we fliall be willingly indebted. 

In witnefs and for caufe whereof, we affix hereto 
the feal of this city. 

fin the margin.) 

By ordinance of the High and Mighty Lords the Statis 
General of the United Netherlands* 



CONVEN- 
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C O N V E N T I O N 

BETWEENTHE 

LORDS the STATES-GENERAL 

or THE 

UNITED NETHERLANDS 

A K D T H B 

UNITED STATES of AMERICA, 

CONCERNING 

VESSELS RECAPTURED.- 



The Lords the States General of the United Ne- 
therlands and the United States of America^ 
being inclined to eftablilh fome uniform prin- 
ciples with relation to prizes made by veffels of 
war, and comniiffioned by the two cont rafting pow- 
ers, upon their common enemies, and to veffels 
of the fubjefts of cither party captured by the 
enemy, and recaptured by veffels of war com- 
miffioned by either party^ have agreed upon 
the following articles. 

ARTICLE L 

THE veffels of either of the two nations re-cap- 
tured by the privateers of the other, (hall be 
reftored to the firft proprietor, if fuch veffels have 
not been four-and-twenty hours in the power of 
the enemy ; provided the owner of the veffel re- 
captured, pay therefor one-third of the value of 
the veffel, as alfo 9f that of the cargo, the cannoqs 
and apparel ; which third Ihall be valued by agree- 
ment between the parties interefted ; or, if they cannot 
agree hereon among themfelves^ they ihall addreCs 

themfelves 
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themfelves to the ofEqers of the Admiralty of the 
place where the privateer who has retaken the 
vefiel, fhall have conduded her. 

ARTICLE II. 
If the veffel re- captured has been more than 
twenty-four hours in the power of the enemy, flic 
fliall belong entirely to the privateer who has re* 

taken her. 

ARTICLE Iir. 

In cafe a veffel fliall have been re-captured by a 
veffel of war belonging to the States General of 
the United Netherlands, or to khe United States of 
America, fhe Ihall be reflored to the firft owner, he 
paying a thirtieth part of the value of the fhip, her 
cargo, cannons and apparel, if fhe has been re- 
captured in the interval of twenty-four hours, and 
the tenth part if Ihe has been re-Captured after the 
twenty-four hours ; which fums fliall be diftributed, 
in form of grati6cations, to the crews of the veffels 
which fliall have retaken hen 

The valuation of the faid thirtieth parts, and 
tenth parts, fliall be regulated according to the 
tenor of the firft article of the prefent ConventioHt 

ARTICLE IV. 

The reftitution of prizes, whether they may have 
been retaken by veffels of war or by privateers, in 
the mean time, and until requifite and fufEcient 
proofs can be given of the property of veffels re- 
captured, fliall be admitted in a reafonable tiroe, 
under fufficient fureties for the obfcrvation of the 
aforefaid articles. 

ARTICLE V. 

The veffels of war and privateers of one and of 
the other of the two nations fliall be reciprocally, 
both in Europe and in the other parts of the 
world, admitted into the refpedive ports of each, 
with their prizes ; ^yhich may be unloaded and fold, 
according to the formalities ufed in the State where 

the 
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the prize fliall have been condufted, as far as may 
be confiftent with the twenty-fecond article of the 
Treaty of Commerce : provided always, that the 
legality of prizes by the veffels of the Low Coun- 
tries, fliall be decided conformably to the laws and 
regulations eftabliflied in the United Netherlands ; 
as Ijkewife, that of prizes made by America^i 
veflTels, fliall be judged according to the laws and 
regulations determined by the United States of 
America. - rr u 

ARTICLE VL 

Moreover, it fliall be free for the States General 
of the United Netherlands, as well as for the United 
States of America, to make fuch regulations as 
they fliall judge neceflary, relative to the condu<3: 
which their relpedtive vefTels^and privateers ought 
td hold, in relation to the veflels which they fliall 
have taken and conduced into the ports of the two 
powers. 

In Faith of which, we, the Deputies and Pleni- 
potentiaries of the Lords the States General 
of the United Netherlands, and Minifter 
Plenipotentiary of the United States of Ame- 
rica, have, in virtue of our refpeftive 
authorities and full powers, figned thefe 
prefents, and confirmed the fame with the' 
feal of our arms. 

DONE at the Hague ^ the Eighth of O^ober^ one 
tboufand /even hundred and eighty-two* 

(L. S.) GEORGE VAN RANDWYCK. 

^L. S.) B.V. SANTEUVEL. 

(L. S.) P. V. BLEISWYK. 

(L. S/) W. C. H. VAN LYNDBN. 

(L. S.) D. I. VAN HEECKEREN. 

(L.S.) JOAN VAN KUFFELER. 

{L.S.) F. G. VAN DEDEM. (Tot den Geldcr) 

(L.S.) H. TJASSENS. 

(L.S.) JOHN ADAMS. 

Hh 
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O F T H E 

PROVISIONAL ARTICLES 

SIGNED AT PARIS, NOVEMBER 30, 1782, BY THE 
COMMISSIONERS OF HIS BRITANNICK MAJES- 
TY AND THE COMMISSIONERS OF THE UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA. 

ARTICLES agreed upon by and between Richard 
OsWALi>, Efq. the Commiflioner of his Bri- 
tannick Majefty for treating of Peace with the 
Commiflioners of the United States of America 
in behalf of his faid Majefty on the one part, and 
John Adams, Benjamin Franklin, John 
Jay, and Henry Laurens, four of the Com- 

. miflioners of the faid States for treating of Peace 
•with the Commiflioner of his faid Majefty on 
'their behalf on the other part, to be inferted in, 
and to conftitute a treaty of Peace propofed to be 
concluded between the Crown of Great Britain 
and the faid United States ; but which treaty is 
not to be concluded until terms af Peace fliall be 
agreed upon between Great Britain and France ; 
and his Britannick Majefty ftiall be ready to con- 
clude fuch treaty accordingly* 

WHEREAS 



PROVISIONAL TREATY. 467 

WHEREAS reciprocal advantages and mu- 
tual convenience are found by experience 
to form the only permanent foundation of peace and 
friendihip between States, it is agreed to form the 
Articles of the propofed Treaty on fuch principles 
of liberal equity and reciprocity, as that partial 
advantages^ (thofe feeds of difcord) being ex- 
cluded, fuch a beneficial and fatisfadtory intercourfe 
between the two countries may be eflablilhed, as to 
promife and fecure to both perpetual peace and 
harmony. , 

A i T I C L B t. 

His iSritannick Majefty acknowledges the faid 
United States, viz. New*Hamplhire, Maflachufett's* 
Bay, Rhode-Ifland and Providence Plantations^ 
Connedicut, New- York, New-Jerfey, Pennfylva- 
nia, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North-Caro- 
Una, South-Carolina, and Georgia, to be Free, So- 
vereign, and Independent States : that he treats 
with them as fuch ; and for himfelf, his heirs and 
fucceflbrs, relinquifties all claim to the government, 
propriety, and territorial rights of the fame, and 
every part thereof: and that all difputes which 
might arife in future, on the fubjedk of the boun- 
daries of the faid United States may be prevented, 
it is hereby agreed and declared, that the following 
are, and fhall be their boundaries, vizt 

ARTICLE IL 

From the north-weft angle of Nova-Scotia, viz. 
That angle which is formed by a line drawn due 
oorth from the fource of St* Croix River to the 
Highlands, along the faid iflands which divide thofe 
rivers that empty thcmfelves ihFo the RiverSt. Law- 
rence from thofe which fall into the Atlantic Ocean, 
to the north- wefternmoft head of Connedicut Ri* 
yer ; thence down along the middle of that river to 
the forty- fifth degree of north latitude ; from thence 

H h 2 by 

^ < J 
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by a line due weft on faid latitude, until it ftrikts 
the River Iroquois or Cataraquy ; thence along the 
middle of faid river into Lake Ontario, through thd 
middle of faid Lake, until it ftrikes the communi- 
cation by water between that Lake and Lake Erie ; 
thence along the middle of faid communication into 
Lake Erie, through the middle of faid Lake, until 
it arrives at the water communication between that 
Lake and Lake Huron ; thence along the middle of 
laid water communication between that Lake and 
Lake Superior ; thence through Lake Superior, 
northward of the Ifles Royal and Phelipeaux, to the 
Long Lake -, thence through the middle of faid 
Long Lake, and the water communication between 
it and the Lake of the Woods, to the faid Lake of 
the Woc^ds ; thence through the faid Lake to the 
moft north-weftern point tnereof, and from thence 
on a due weft courfe to the River Miffiffippi ; thence 
by a line to be drawn along the River MifEffippi, 
until it ihall interfed: the northernmoft part of the 
thirty 'fir ft degree of iK>rth latitude.— -South, by a 
line to be drawn due eaft from the determination of 
the line laft mentioned in the latitude of thirty-one 
degrees north of the Equator, to the middle of the 
River Apalachicola or Catahouche ; thence along 
the middle thereof to its jundtion with the Flint 
River ; thence ftrait to the head of St. Mary's Ri- 
ver, and thence down along the middle of St. Mary's 
River to the Atlantic Ocean. — Eaft, by a line to be 
drawn along the middle of the River St. Croix, 
from its mouth in the Bay of Fundy, to its fource ; 
and from its fource direftly north, to the aforefaid 
Highlands which divide the Rivers that fall into 
the Atlantic Ocean from thofe which fall into the 
River St. Lawrence, comprehending all iilands 
within twenty leagues of any part of the ftiores of 
the United States, and lying between lines to be 
drawn due eaft from the points where the aforefaid 
boundaries between Nova-^cotia on the one part, 

and 
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and Eaft Florida on the other, fhall refpedlively 
touch the Bay of Fundy and the Atlantic Ocean, 
excepting fiich iflands as now are, or heretofore 
have been, within the limits of the faid Province 
of Nova Scotia. 

ARTICLE m. 

It is agreed, that the people of the United States 
fliall continue to enjoy unmolefted the right to take 
fifli of every kind on the Grand Bank, and on all 
the other Banks of Newfoundland, and alfo in the 
Gulph of St. Lawrence, and at all other places in 
the fea where the inhabitants of both countries ufe4 
at any time heretofore to filh. And alfo that the 
inhabitants of the United States Ihall have liberty 
to take fiih of every kind on fuch part of the coaft 
of Newfoundland as Britifli filhermen fliall ufe (but 
not to dry or cure the fame on that ifland), and alfo 
on the coafts, bays and creeks of all other of his 
Britannick Majefty^s dominions in America j and 
that the American fifliermen fliall have liberty to 
dry and cure fifli in any of the unfettled bays, 
harbours and creeks of Nova Scotia, Magdalen 
Iflands, and Labrador, fo long as the fame fliall re- 
main unfettled ; but fo foon as the fame, or either of 
them, fliall be fettled, it fliall not be lawful for the 
faid fifliermen to dry or cure fifti at fuch fettlement, 
without a previous agreement for that purpofe with 
the inhabitants, proprietors, or pofleffors gf the 
ground. 

ARTICLE IV, 

It is agreed, that creditors on either fide fliall 
njeet with i\o lawful impediment to the recovery of 
the full value in fl:erling moqey of ^11 f^ona Jids 
^<pbts heretofore gontradted. 
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ARTICLE V. 

It IS agreed, that the Congrefs Ihall earneftly rc- 
commepd it to the Legiflatures of the relpeftive 
States, to provide for the reftitution of all efl^tes^ 
rights and properties which have been confifcated 
belonging to real British fubjeifts ; and alfo of the 
cftates, rights and properties of perfons refjdent in 
diftri<9:s in the pofleflion of his Majefty^s arms, and 
who have not borne arms againft the faid tjnited 
States : and that perfons of any other defcription 
fliall have free liberty to go to any part or parts of 
any of the Thirteen United States, and therein to 
remain twelve months unmolefted in their endea- 
vours to obtain the reftitution of fuch of their eftates, 
rights and properties as may have been confifcated. 
And that Congrefs Ihall alfo earneftly recommend 
to the feveral States a reconfideration and revifion 
of all adts or laws regarding the premifes, fo as to 
render the faid laws or afts perfedtly confiftent, not 
only with juftice and equity, but with that fpirit of 
conciliation which on the return of the bleffings of 
peace (hould univerfally prevail. And that Con- 
grefs Ihall alfo earneftly recommend to the feveral 
States, that the eftates, rights and properties of fuch 
laft-mentioned perfons ihall be reftored to them ; 
they refunding to any perfons who may be now in 
pofleflion xhtiond fide price (where any has been 
given) which fueh perfons may have paid on pur- 
dhafin'g any of the faid lands or properties fince the 
confifcation. 

And it is agreed, that all perfons who have any 
intereft in confifcated lands either by debts,marriage- 
fettlements, or otherwife, fliall meet with ho law- 
ful impediment in the profecution of their juft 
rJghts. ' 

ARTICLE Vr. 

• » 

That there fliall be no future confifcatipns made, 
npi" any profecutions commenced againft any per- 

fon 
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Ion or perfons for or by reafon of the part which he 
or they may have taken In the prefent war; and 
that no perfon fhall on that account fiiffer any future 
lofs or damage, either in his perfon, liberty or pro- 
perty ; and that thofe who may be in confinement 
on fuch charges at the time of the ratification of the 
treaty in America, ftiall be immediately fet at liber-, 
ty, and the profecutions fo commenced be dif- 
continued. 

ARTICLE VIL 

There fliall be a firm and perpetual peace be- 
tween his Britannick Majefty and the faid States, and 
between the fubjedts of the one and the qitizens of 
the other : wherefore all hoftilities both by fea and 
land fliall then immediately ceafe ; all prifoners on 
both fides fliall be fet at liberty ; and his Britannick 
Majefl:y fliall with all convenient fpeed, and with- 
out caufing any deftruftion or carrying away any 
negroes, or other property of the American inha- 
bitants, withdraw all his armies, garrifons, and 
fleets from the faid United States, and from every 
port, place, and harbour within the fame; leaving 
m all fortifications the American artillery that may 
be therein: and fliall alfo order and caufe all ar- 
chives, records, deeds, and papers belonging to 
any of the faid States, or their cdtizens, which in 
the courfe of the war may have fallen into the hands 
of his officers, to be forthwith reflored and deliver- 
ed to the proper States and perfons to whom they 
belongs 

ARTICLE VIII. 

The navigation of the Miffifllppi, from its fource 
to the ocean, fliall for ever remain free and open to 
the fubjeCts of Great Britain^ and the citizens of the 
United States* 

ARTICLE 
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ARTICLE IX. 

In cafe it fliould fo happen, that any place or 
territory belonging to Great Britain, or to the Unit- 
ed States, fliould be conquered by the arms of either 
from the other, before the arrival of thefe Articles 
in America ; it is agreed, that the fame fhall be re* 
fiored without difficulty, and .without requiring any 
compenfation. 

DONE at Paris y the Thirtieth day of November^ 

in the year one tbbufand fiven hundred and eighty- 

, two. 

Richard Oswald, 
John Adams, 
B. Franklin, 
John Jay, 
Henry Laurens, 

"Witnefs, Caleb Whitefoord, Secretary to the 

Britifli CommiflSon, 
W, S. Franklin, Secretary to the 
American CommiiTioa. 



(L. S.) 
(L. S.) 
(L. S.) 
(L. S.) 
(L. S.) 
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L IS T 

O F T H E 

PRESIDENTS. 

O F TH B 

AMERICAN CONGRESS, 

ARRANGED IN THE ORDER OF TIME 

. AND SUCCESSION. 

PEYTON RANDOLPH, Efqv of VirgoMiy 
17^4 and 1775, died in his prefidency. 
Henry Middleton, Efq. of Soulh Carolina ^ ^77 S* 
J. Hancock, Efq. oi Majfacbu/etis, lyyS and 17^7. 
H. Laurens, Efq. of South Carolina^ 1777 and 1778. 
John Jay, Efq. oi New Tork, 1779. 
S. Huntingdon, Efq. of ConneSicuS^ 1779 ^^^ 1780* 

Tho. M*Kean, Efq. of Delaware^ 1780 and part of 
1781. 

John Hanfon, Efq. of New Tor k, 1781. 
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fylvania, and Author of the Pamphlet, and other Publications^ 
entitled, " Common Senfc." 3d Edition, Price is. 6d. 
Be careful to ajh for that Jnintedfor Stockdale. 

REFLECTIONS upon the Prefent State of England, and 
the Independence of America. By THOMAS D/iV, Efq. 
Third Edition, Price 2s. 6d. 

A LETTER on PARLIAMENTARY REPRESENTA- 
TION, in which the Propriety of Triennial and Septennial 
Parliaments is confidered. Infcnbed to J. Sinclair, Elq.M. P. 

** In pride, in rcafoning pride, our error lies, 

•" All quit their fphcres, and rufh into the flies ; 

<' Pride Hill i& aiming at the blel's'd abodes ; 

** Men would be angels, angels would be gods.— «• 

** Ceafc then ; nor order inipcrfeClion name, 

" Our proper blifs depends on what wc blazne." 

Second Edition, Price is. 

An ADDRESS to the Commit i*ee of the County of York^ 
on the State of PUBLIC AFFAIRS. By DAVID HARTLEY, 
Efq. To which is added, The Addrefs of the Committee of 
Aflbciation for the County of York, to the Eledors of the Coun- 
ties, Cities, and Boroughs within the Kingdom of Great Britain, 
agreed upon at their Meetings held 00 the 3d and 4th of Ja- 
nuary, 1 78 1, at York. Second Edition, Price is. 

Nevk 



New Pamphlets printed for J. Stockdale. 

Infcrfbed to the Society for promoting Constitution At 

Infoemation. 

The NATURE and EXTENT of SUPREME POWER, in 
a Letter to the Rev. David Williams, (Author of Letters on 
Political Liberty) fhewing the ultimate end of Human Power, 
and a free Government, under God ; and in which Mr. Locke's 
Theory of Government is examined and explained, contrary to 
the general confbrudHon of that great Writer's j>aiticular fenti-' 
ments on the fupremacy of the People. By M. DAWES, Efq, 
Price IS. 

A REPORT of the Proceedings of the Committee of AiTcn 
ciation, appointed at the Adjourned General Meeting of the 
County of York, held on the 28th Day of March, 1780, pre- 
fented to the General Meeting of the County of York, held on 
the r9th Day of December, 1782 ; with 2x1 Appendix^ containing 
the Circular Letter of November the ift, 1782, &c. Proceed^ 
ings at the General Meeting at the County of York, on the 
19th of December : Account of the Debate, &c. at that Meet- 
ing, and Proceedings of the Committee of Aflbciation, on tho 
17, 18th, 20th, and 21ft Days of December 1782. Price is. 6d. 

The CANDIDATE, a Farce, in Two A6ts, as it was per 
formed with univerfal applaufe at the Theatre Roval in the Hay 
market. By Mr. JOHN DENT. Second Edition, Price is. 

DEFORMITIES of Dr.. Samuel Johnson, feleaed from 
his Works. Second Editon, Price is. 6d. 

OBSERVATIONS and REFLECTIONS on an ACT, paf-* 
fid m the Year 1774, for the Settlement of the Province of 
Quebec. Intended to have been then printed fortheUfeof 
the Electors of Great Britain, but now firft publifhed. 
By a Country Gentleman. Price 6d. 

A SERIES of FACTS, fliewing the prefent Political State of 
INDIA, as far as concerns the Powers at War ; and the proba-* 
ble Confequences of a general Pacification in Europe, before we 
(hall have decided our Contells in the Carnatic. 
Addreffed (for Form Sake) to the EARL of SHELBURNE, 

but recommended to the ferious Confideration of all his Ma- 

jefty's Minifters, and the Members of both Houfes of Parlia-* 

ment. Price is. 

A LETTER to the EARL of SHELBURNE, on hU 
SPEECH, July 10, 1782, j-efpeAing the acknowledgment of 
American Indrpendcnce. By Thomas Paine, M. A. 

AUTHENIIC Copies of the Provifjr.ial and Preliminary 
Articles of Peace iigncd between Great Britain, France, Spain, 
«nd the United States of America. 

Dedicated (by permiilicn) 10 the Right Honourable Charles 
James Fox, the Farce of TOO CIVIL BY HALF; as it is 
performed at the Thea't«e Royal in Drury-Lane^ with unurer- 
ai applaufe. ^y JOHN DENT. Price is* 




/ 



ui.. .^. 



3,^ 



A 






»1?o 






/ 



3.P- 



^€ 



N 



t I 



I . -. ■ - • 



y 






.t 



V 







^\ 



f^ Xr^ •'JT**'^ " 



) 



^ 



I . » ».•»• 



V. . . 



h* 



/ 



.:"i. 






3 



.vat? 






?^ 



« .■•' 




c'-'iV 



V .>•»• 



^ , tfJ 



